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Culturally Authentic and  
Responsive Texts for Grades 2–5
Give all students a voice to help them achieve. 

Shared Reading

My Words Readers for Grades Pre·K–2
Create a love for reading in your youngest 
students.

www.tcmpub.com/balanced-literacy

Literacy
Balanced

47

© Teacher Created Materials 
#14189—My First Consonants and Vowels

Extension Activities M
y F W

ords

Snack
Fill out and send home the snack permission slip found on the Teacher Resource CD (filename: permission.pdf ) in advance to ensure students can have fish crackers.  Provide each student with a handful or an individual packet of fish crackers.  Have students say “/f/, /f/, /f/, fish” before eating each one.  

Center Activity  
Set up a fishing station using a child’s swimming pool or a large rubber tub.  Write the words from the book on fish-shaped papers found on the Teacher Resource CD (filename: fishing.pdf).  Place a large paper clip on each fish.  For fishing poles, use a yardstick or a ruler.  Tie a 3-foot length of string to the ruler.  Tie a large magnet at the end of the string.  Have students “fish” for words.  Students can “keep” all the words they can read but must “throw back” the words that they cannot read.

Game Activity
Prepare the pictures from the book found on the Teacher Resource CD (filename: fwordpictures.pdf ).  Have each student choose a picture to place in the box.  Let other students guess what is in the box.  After three wrong guesses, the student who chose the picture should give clues.  Remind students that the items all begin with the letter f.

Art Activity
Have students think of other words that begin with the letter f.  Write the words on the board or chart paper and have students assist in drawing a picture next to each word.

School-to-Home ConnectionsSend the books home with students so they have the opportunity to practice reading the books independently.  Encourage them to read the books aloud to family members.  Family members can participate by using the questions and activities provided on page 12 of each book.

The answer key is on page 120.

©Teacher Created Materials #13272—My First Consonants and Vowels—Student Guided Practice Book

Name: ____________________________Date: _______________
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Ff 
My F Words

Directions: Trace and write the letter Ff .

Directions: Look at the letters below .  Find and color the boxes that have f’s in them .  What did you make?

f f f t x f f f
f b j u r f z r
f f n c f f f q
f h k v w f o p
f g l m n f m d

#13272—My First Consonants and Vowels—Student Guided Practice Book ©Teacher Created Materials

Name: ______________________________Date: _____________
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Directions: Look at the picture .  Color the things that begin with f .

My F Words 
Ff

©Teacher Created Materials #13272—My First Consonants and Vowels—Student Guided Practice Book

Name: ____________________________Date: _______________
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Ff 
My F Words

Directions: Name each picture below .  Write the letter f under each picture that begins with the letter f .1 .  2 . 

 3 .  4 . 

 5 .  6 . 

 7 .  8 . 

#13272—My First Consonants and Vowels—Student Guided Practice Book ©Teacher Created Materials

Name: ______________________________Date: _____________
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My F Words 
Ff

Directions: Some of the pictures below begin with the letter f.  Draw a line from these pictures to the fish .

Ff

Student Guided Practice Pages: Use these pages to support the lesson.

64 #22645  Building Vocabulary from Word Roots 
© Teacher Created Materials

Unit III Lesson 11 Latin Bases vid, vis  = “see”

Part A: 
Meet the Root

Divide and Conquer
Directions: “Divide” words and then “conquer” them by writing the meaning 
of the pre� x and base in the blanks. Then select the best de� nition.  Every 
word in this list is based on the bases vid-, vis-, meaning “see.” Words marked 
with an X have no pre� x. Some pre� x meanings are provided. 

De� nitions
 A. pertaining to sight; able to be seen B. a tape or recording of sights and images C. to go and see someone D. proof;  an outward sign for all to see E. a counselor who “sees to” it that you meet all requirements

 F. to see and prepare for future needs G. clear and obvious; standing out for all to see H. to take another look at and change I. unable to be seen J. a scenic view

 pre� x means base means de� nition 1. visual   ___________   ___________  ________________ 2. invisible  ___________   ___________  ________________ 3. video  ___________   ___________  ________________ 4. provide  ___________   ___________  ________________ 5. advisor  ___________   ___________  ________________ 6. evidence  ___________   ___________  ________________ 7. vista  ___________   ___________  ________________ 8. visit  ___________   ___________  ________________ 9. revise  ___________   ___________  ________________ 10. evident  ___________   ___________  ________________

X

 

X

 

X

X

 

 

pro- = forward, 
ahead

ad- = to, toward, 
add to

see
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i24868—Nelson Mandela: Leading the Way 77

Culminating Discussion
After students have had several opportunities to explore the text (through shared and independent reading), engage them in a culminating discussion using the following discussion and response protocols and analyzing and evaluating questions.

Musical SharesHave students respond to one of the questions below in writing.  Explain to students that they will be sharing their answers with several classmates.  Ask students to stand with their papers or answers in hand.  Turn on music and have students move or dance around the room.  (Note: The music should be current, upbeat, and something students like and are familiar with.)  When the music stops, students either sit down or stop and turn to the person closest to them to share.  The teacher gives students about 30 seconds then resumes the music and repeats the process until student have had an opportunity to share with 3–4 different people.    

Whip Around Ask students to think of a phrase or short sentence to express the idea that stood out the most in the Musical Shares discussion.  Beginning on one side of the room, Whip Around to each student allowing them to share their sentence or phrase aloud with the whole class.
  

After ReadingBEYOND
THE

TEXT

Th
e 

After Party

Analyzing
Evaluating

 1. Look at the timeline on pages 
40 and 41.  Which of these 
events do you think was the most 
instrumental in ending apartheid?  
(evaluate details)

 2. What do you think Mandela meant 
when he said, “Only free men can 
negotiate?”  (infer)

 3. Do you think being in prison made 
Mandela stronger or weaker?  
Explain using details from the text.  
(use evidence; synthesize)

 4. Why do you think Gandhi and Mandela believed that peaceful protest would be more effective than violent protest?  (evaluate details)
 5. Do you think that people should have arranged marriages?  Why or why not?   (evaluate details)
 6. What major risks and sacrifices did 

Nelson Mandela have to make in order to bring equality to South Africa?  
Would you make the same sacrifices if you were in Nelson Mandela’s place?  (evaluate details; personal connection)

VABB
Musical Shares facilitates students sharing, discussing, and exchanging ideas, and validates and affirms musicality, communalism, interpersonal, and dynamic attention span cultural behaviors. 

Whip Around actively engages all students and validates and affirms sociocentric cultural behaviors, and builds and bridges to the school-culture norms of turn-taking and giving precise, focused responses.  

Building Vocabulary for Grades 1–11
Unlock the meaning of words.

Assessments
 ◗ Assessment tools are included in each product to drive instruction
 ◗ Allow students to take ownership of their own learning and prepare for today’s tests
 ◗ Communicate with key stakeholders using the data generated

© Teacher Created Materials 

101734 (i23784)—Messy Dogs

101734 (i23784)—Messy Dogs 

© Teacher Created Materials

Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Color

Spell

Read

Color: Have children say the words as they color in the letters.Spell: Have children cut the letters below and glue them into the boxes to form words.
Read: Have children point to each word as they read the sentence.

My Words Practice

Teacher Created Materials 5301 Oceanus Drive Huntington Beach, CA 92649‑1030 www.tcmpub.com 
101734 (i23784) ISBN 978‑1‑4938‑9965‑4 © 2019 Teacher Created Materials, Inc.

Messy Dogs

15
min. Before Reading
Introduce Everyday Words
 1. Gather children together on the rug or in their chairs. 2. Use the following details to explain everyday words. • Everyday words are all around.  They are the most common words in English. 

 • You can find them in books, on posters, and on signs.  • We study everyday words so that we can remember them.  We can read them 
easily wherever we see them. • With some words, we focus on each sound to read the word.  With everyday 
words, we memorize the word and letters.3. Write the focus words are, in, and they on the board.  4. Point to the word and its letters as you say-spell-say each word with the children.

Have each child say-spell-say each word as he or she “writes” the word with a 
finger on the rug or table.

Introduce the Book
Use the following steps to introduce the children to Messy Dogs. • Guide children to locate the front cover, back cover, and book pages. • Read the title on the front cover, and explain that the title tells the reader about 

the book.
 • Point to the cover image, and ask children what they see.  Explain that the cover 

illustration tells the reader about the book. • Read the summary on the back cover.  Explain that the summary tells the reader 
about the book.

 • Have children use the title, cover image, and summary to predict what the book 
is about.

Get Ready to Read
Use the following steps to guide children to become readers. • Say, “We are readers.  Readers read words and look at images in books to learn or 

enjoy a story.  Let’s practice what readers do.” • Hold the book carefully.
 • Read words from left to right, top to bottom, and page to page.• Look at the images from page to page.• Practice the words so they can read the way they speak.• Talk about what they read.

Objectives
Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

Read common high-frequency words by sight.

Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding.

Words

are  in  
theyThey are in .

mud

a r e i n t h e y Image Credits: all images from iStock and/or Shutterstock. 

f fI see a fish. I see a firefighter.

2 - 3

They are in .
leaves

They are in .
snow

6 7

You played every game this soccer season. You’re not the best player on the team. But most days you tried hard. Do you deserve a trophy?If the decision is up to Carol Dweck, the answer would likely be no. She teaches psychology at Stanford University, in California. She says a player doesn’t have to be the best to get an award. But those who do get an award should have to work for it. 
“The trophy has to stand for something,” Dweck told TFK. “If we give a trophy to everyone, then the award has no value.” Dweck says kids should get trophies for specific reasons. Not only the best players should be rewarded. It could be the most improved player, or the player with the most team spirit. She says that teaches kids that adults value hard work and trying our best.

On the Other Hand …
Others see no harm in giving awards to all players. “I think we should encourage kids’ participation in sports,” says Kenneth Barish. He teaches psychology at Weill Cornell Medical College, in New York City. 

Barish disapproves of celebrating only the best players. He says it sends the message that winning is everything. “Winning is only part of the equation,” Barish told TFK. “Playing sports also teaches kids about teamwork and the importance of exercise.”
Kids will learn about competition as they get older, Barish says. For now, he thinks it’s fine to let all players feel like winners. That means trophies for everyone. 

 —By Brenda Iasevoli

Experts share their opinions about how trophies should be awarded.
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©TIME For Kids

Draw it! Family

Directions: You can draw a tree in any season.  A 

winter tree just has branches.  Add flowers on the tree 

for spring.  Color the tree green for summer.  Show 

leaves falling for fall.  Write the word tree.

3

Use Text Features
C

ounting: The Seasons

© Teacher Created Materials 
27092—Student Guided Practice Book 

Name ________________________________  Date _____________

57

1 2 3 4

tree

Phonics/Word 
Study

Read Aloud/
Modeled Reading

Targeted Phonics for Grades Pre·K–2
Unleash the world of phonics with engaging 
characters and stories.

Big Books for Grades Pre·K–1
Introduce concepts of print and build 
language fluency with your youngest students.

Exploring Reading for Grades K–6
Guide all students to become strong, independent, and excited readers.

Focused Reading 
Intervention 
for Grades K–8
Reach every student 
with research-based  
and proven intervention.

Teacher Created Materials  
Leveled Texts: Passages  
for Practice and Mastery  
for Grades K–8
Access hundreds of  
purposefully selected  
passages right at 
your fingertips. Sight helps you see things in the world around you.  Your eyes send messages to your brain, 

and your brain tells you what you are seeing.  Eyesight is one of the most important ways people 
get along in the world.  Have you ever worn a blindfold?  If so, then you know how challenging life 
without sight can be.

The eye is an amazing structure.  The white part of the eye is called the sclera.  This is a 
coating that covers most of the eyeball.  The cornea is part of the sclera.  This part is clear and 
covers the colored part of the eye.  The cornea is like a window that lets light into the eyeball.  The 
iris and pupil are behind the cornea.  The iris is the part that has color.  The pupil is the black circle 
you see in the center of the iris.  The iris controls the amount of light that comes through the pupil.  
When it is dark, the iris makes the pupil bigger to let in more light.  When there is bright light, the 
iris makes the pupil smaller to let in less light.

Light that enters the eye then reaches the lens.  The lens focuses the image onto the back of 
the eyeball, called the retina.  The retina sends a message to the brain, and the brain tells you what 
you are seeing.

Sight

R
ic

k 
N

ea
se

LESSON 4LESSON 4

#11174 (i3183)—Targeted Reading Intervention, Level 4 © Teacher Created Materials
© Teacher Created Materials

Sight helps you see things in the world around you.  Your eyes send messages to your brain, 
and your brain tells you what you are seeing.  Eyesight is one of the most important ways people 
get along in the world.  Have you ever worn a blindfold?  If so, then you know how challenging life 
without sight can be.

The eye is an amazing structure.  The white part of the eye is called the sclera.  This is a 
coating that covers most of the eyeball.  The cornea is part of the sclera.  This part is clear and 
covers the colored part of the eye.  The cornea is like a window that lets light into the eyeball.  The 
iris and pupil are behind the cornea.  The iris is the part that has color.  The pupil is the black circle 
you see in the center of the iris.  The iris controls the amount of light that comes through the pupil.  
When it is dark, the iris makes the pupil bigger to let in more light.  When there is bright light, the 
iris makes the pupil smaller to let in less light.

Light that enters the eye then reaches the lens.  The lens focuses the image onto the back of 
the eyeball, called the retina.  The retina sends a message to the brain, and the brain tells you what 
you are seeing.
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#11174 (i3183)—Targeted Reading Intervention, Level 4 
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Focused Reading Booster Packs 
Focused Mathematics Booster Packs 
for Grades K–8
Give your reading and mathematics skills a boost.

TIME For Kids® Nonfiction Readers  
for Grades K–8
Supplement your reading program  
or classroom library.

Independent 
Reading

Writing

www.tcmpub.com/balanced-literacy

It’s perfect weather for a picnic on Saturn!  

Robo-Pilot knows all the shortcuts.  If we miss space 

jams and falling stars, we’ll be there in a wink and 

a blink! 
3332

2 - 3

Guided Reading

i16725

K
Guided Reading

i16717

C
Guided Reading

i16731

Q

Balanced Literacy is a dynamic framework for 
language arts instruction in grades K-8 that 
encompasses all elements students need to 
master reading, writing, and communications 
skills. Our suite of flexible, research-based 
resources and professional development 
options will help you successfully implement 
the Balanced Literacy model, supporting 
effective teaching and student achievement.

Technology
 ◗ Tap into the engaging and purposeful digital support provided
 ◗ Use the Interactiv-eBooks and digital games to reinforce and apply the skills taught
 ◗ Demonstrate student growth and achievement using digital assessments 

Lesson

3

Name ______________________________ Date ____________Spelling PatternsPart 1: LetÕs PracticeDirections: Add -ing or -ed to each word. Be sure to follow the rules.  1. smile:  ___________________________________________________ 2. eat:  ____________________________________________________ 3. pull:  ____________________________________________________ 4. like:  ____________________________________________________ 5. race:  ____________________________________________________ 6. think:  __________________________________________________ 7. let:  _____________________________________________________ 8. bat:  ____________________________________________________Part 2: LetÕs ApplyDirections: Add -ing or -ed to three of the words in the Word Bank and 
write a paragraph using all the newly changed words.

jump pick play
toss run smile

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

© Teacher Created Materials 
24035—Write TIME For Kids Student Handbook

N
arrative Fiction

177

Name ______________________________ Date ___________
_

© Teacher Created Materials 
24035—Write TIME For Kids Student Handbook

Lesson

3

N
arrative Fiction

175

Lesson

3
Name ______________________________ Date ____________

ing

Spelling PatternsSome words have the endings -ing and -ed.  We can say the dog licked 
his face or the dog is licking his face.  For some words, we just add 
-ing or -ed.  For other words, we have to make changes before adding 
the endings.  Fortunately, there are rules that help us know what to 
do. 

Rules
Short-vowel word: 
 -if it ends in a single consonant, double the consonant and add -ed or -ing. -if it ends in a double consonant, just add -ed or -ing.

Long-vowel word: 
 -if it ends in a single consonant, just add -ed or -ing.
 -if it ends in silent e, drop the e and add -ed or -ing.

Examples
The word play is a long-vowel word that ends in a single consonant (y), so we just add the ending. The word smile is a long-vowel word that ends in silent e, so we drop the e before adding the ending. (smiled, smiling)

walk

walk

walk
ed

ing

play

play

play

ed

24035—Write TIME For Kids Student Handbook  
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Guided Reading

Fiction Readers for Grades K–3
Encourage beginning readers to develop  
a love of reading.

Bookroom Collections for Grades K–5
Access to hundreds of engaging titles instantly.

Write TIME For Kids®  

for Grades K–8 
Guide students to master and  
enjoy writing.

Mathematics Readers, 2nd Edition  
for Grades K–6
Integrate mathematical concepts into 
reading instruction.

Smithsonian STEAM Readers for Grades K–5
Inspire curiosity, perseverance, and wonder  
about the world.

Science Readers for 
Grades K–5
Improve reading 
comprehension while 
teaching key scientific 
concepts.

Primary Source Readers 
for Grades K–5
Build literacy and social 
studies content knowledge.

Ask us about professional 
development and coaching
See details on the back.
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Professional Development
We offer a wide variety of professional development options and formats to support your  
Balanced Literacy model. Our workshops help teachers meet key learning objectives:

 ◗ Incorporate rigorous guided reading instruction using appropriately complex texts

 ◗ Learn high-yield strategies for effectively implementing all components of  
balanced literacy

 ◗ Formulate balanced assessments that align to each component

 ◗ Develop close reading strategies

5301 Oceanus Drive  
Huntington Beach, CA 92649
(800) 858-7339 
www.tcmpub.com

BALANCE18

www.tcmbpub.com/balanced-literacy � 800-858-7339

Customer Code

Visit www.tcmpub.com/balanced-literacy-pd for details


