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Overview and Challenge
Stephen W. Hawking Charter School has a diverse population of students, and with that comes a wide range of learning 
needs. For this reason, it has become challenging for teachers to find engaging, high-quality texts at a variety of reading levels 
to meet the needs of their students during Guided Reading and independent reading.

Part of Stephen W. Hawking Charter School’s vision is to have technology “permeate nearly every aspect of the classroom.” 
They see technology as a key tool to support the rigorous instruction already in place throughout the school.

With these goals in mind, Teacher Created Materials’ Explor-eBook was the selected tool to blend literacy and technology and 
to support their instructional needs.

Stephen W. Hawking 
Demographics
Enrollment: 330

Free/Reduced Lunch: 62%

English Language Learners: 47%

Hispanic or Latino

Caucasian

Two or More Races

African American

Filipino

87%

7%
4% 1%

1%

  
Data Study
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Program
Explor-eBook is a comprehensive library with over 500 eBooks to help support a literacy-rich classroom experience. The 
included eBooks feature stimulating fiction and nonfiction texts with a variety of engaging tools to support comprehension 
and the development of reading skills.

Explor-eBook is a flexible tool, and can be used in a variety of instructional settings, including intervention, Guided Reading, 
summer school, learning centers, and whole- or small-group instruction. Students can also access their accounts outside of  
the classroom, which is perfect for building literacy skills at home.

In addition to the student features, the teacher portal includes access to robust reports, communication tools, assignments, 
and assessments. Teachers can easily send different books and assignments to individuals or groups of students in order to 
tailor the program to meet their unique learning needs. 

Interest Levels

Pre•K–1 (26%)
Grades 2–3 (41%)
Grades 4–5 (20%)
Grades 6–8 (13%)

Content

Math/Science (35%)
Social Studies (32%)
Language Arts (14%)
Phonics (19%)

Lexile Levels

BR (15%)
Up to 530L (26%)
420L–820L (46%)
740L–950L (13%)

Genres

Nonfiction (68%)
Fiction (32%)

Guided Reading Levels

K: A–D (25%)
1st: A–I (21%)
2nd: E–N (14%)
3rd: J–Q (15%)
4th: M–T (17%)
5th: Q–V (8%)
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Implementation
The goal of the implementation of Explor-eBook in the Guided Reading and independent reading portions of Stephen 
Hawking’s literacy block was to systematically provide students with high-quality, engaging texts at their reading level 
and provide them opportunities to interact with the texts in meaningful ways.

The study was implemented for 8 weeks in two first grade classrooms with a total of 41 students. Students’ reading 
levels were measured directly before and after the implementation to measure growth. Students were measured both on 
decoding accuracy as well as comprehension in order to determine accurate levels.

Each week, students used Explor-eBook on tablets for 20–40 minutes with direct teacher instruction during Guided 
Reading. During the literacy block, students also had the option to use Explor-eBook on a computer or tablet for 
independent reading.

Results
At the conclusion of the 8-week study, students’  
reading levels grew an average of 5.8 months.  
Fifty-one percent (51%) of students showed 
between 3 and 5 months reading growth.  
Five percent (5%) of students showed between  
6 and 12 months reading growth.

Hear what teachers and students are saying about Explor-eBook. 

51%

5%

44%

1–2 months of reading growth

6–12 months of reading growth

3–5 months of reading growth

“I liked the quizzes because they 
helped me remember what I read.”

 —   Jahlani

“I found lots of 
books that I liked.”       
   —   Rayleen

“I like reading on the computer because 
it’s really fun and really cool and you don’t 
lose your books.” 

  — Kyomi

“I like Explor-eBook better than Raz-Kids 
because it doesn’t get me distracted on 
other things. My friends with Raz-Kids just  
buy stuff and they don’t really read.”   
             — Jocelyn

“Explor-eBook saved planning time. 
Everything that I needed for my 
Guided Reading lesson plan was on 
Explor-eBook.” 
         — First Grade Teacher

“I like that I was easily able to find books at the students’ 
reading level. Explor-eBook gave my students exposure to a 
wide variety of books and assessments.” 
                  — First Grade Teacher

“I like the recording tool 
because it helps me hear 
where I make mistakes."  
               — Gael
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Our Mission

Teacher Created Materials develops innovative and imaginative 
educational materials and services for students worldwide. 
Everything we do is created by teachers for teachers and students 
to make teaching more effective and learning more fun.

Contact Us
For more information on any of our standards- and research-based products, please 
visit us at www.tcmpub.com/administrators.

Phone: 800.858.7339

Fax: 888.877.7606

Email: customerservice@teachercreatedmaterials.com

Address: 
5301 Oceanus Drive 
Huntington Beach, CA 92649

B2153

Free  
30-day trial!

Visit:  
www.tcmpub.com/trial 


