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Overview and Challenge
With a focus on critical thinking and 21st century skills, many school districts are challenged with helping students develop reading 
comprehension skills to meet state standards.

In 2017, Monte Vista Elementary in Santa Ana, CA was facing this challenge. Teacher Created Materials partnered with Monte Vista to 
implement the Exploring Reading year-long intervention program for all third grade students.

Exploring Reading provides 30 minutes of daily reading intervention. Professional development, lesson plans, and student resources were 
provided to the third grade teachers and site administrators.

Site Demographics
Monte Vista Enrollment
Elementary School, Grade K–6 648

English Learners 77.2%

Students with Disabilities 14.4%

Foster Youth .5%

Free/Reduced Lunch 91

Data Study

illustration by kathi ember

The hare was not happy. He was 
faster than the tortoise. Anyone could 

see that! So what if that shell-backed 
slowpoke had beat him in one race.

“A rematch!” he thought. “Brilliant! 
That’ll teach him.”

He called the tortoise. “I want a 
rematch,” he said.

“Well, I beat you fair and square,” 
said the tortoise calmly. “But I’ve got 
nothing to do tomorrow afternoon. 
Same racecourse? Say, 3 o’clock?”

The hare was sure he would win. 
But, just in case, he decided to make 

some special arrangements. 
He knew the tortoise went to 

the pond after lunch every day. 
So at half past 12 on the day of 
the race, he darted over to 
the tortoise’s house. Inside, 
he spotted the tortoise’s 
sneakers. He pulled from 

his backpack a jar of 
honey and coated 

the bottom of 
the tortoise’s 

shoes. 

Then he found the tortoise’s water bottle. The 
hare dumped the water onto a plant on the 
windowsill. He filled the bottle with warm milk—
perfect for making the tortoise nice and drowsy. 
Finally, he found the tortoise’s sunglasses. He 
covered them with butter. The lenses would be 
too smeared to see through.

Later, the two animals met at the starting line. 
News of the rematch had quickly spread, and it 
seemed as though the whole town was lining the 
course. The elephant trumpeted a starting blast 
on her trunk, and they were off.

The hare sped into the lead right away. He 
chuckled as he crossed the finish line.

A long while later, the tortoise finally finished 
the race. “I won, fair and square!” the hare cried.

“I’m not too sure it was fair and square,” the 
tortoise replied. 

“You see,” the tortoise told the gathering 
crowd, “I noticed some things this afternoon. 
Moving slowly, you see more. I noticed a little 
cluster of ants gobbling a dab of honey on my 
floor.” He held up a sticky shoe. 

“I noticed that the flowers on my windowsill 
seemed to have perked up, like someone had just 
watered them.” He turned over his water bottle, 
and milk trickled out.

“And I noticed, at the start, a little bit of butter 
on the hare’s legs.” He pulled off his sunglasses, 
streaked with butter. The whole crowd gasped.

The elephant turned to the hare. “It’s clear to 
us all that you cheated,” he proclaimed. 

“Your win was NOT fair. Your win 
was NOT square. The tortoise 

remains the racing champion!” 
Everyone but the hare cheered. 
 —By Heather Price-Wright
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Black or African American

Asian

Other

Hispanic or Latino

Program
Exploring Reading is a strategic, year-long intervention program that 
provides students with a variety of texts to support a wide range of 
reading experiences. It helps students learn to: 

 ◗ Master essential reading strategies.

 ◗ Integrate strategies to successfully comprehend complex 
fiction and nonfiction text.

 ◗ Apply strategies across a wide range of text types  
and lengths.

 ◗ Make abstract connections across content areas and genres.



“I really enjoyed the highly 
engaging text and the activities 

within the lessons.” 

“The program offered great texts 
that the students used to build their 

background knowledge.” 

“The teacher instructions 
were very informative and 

easy to read.”

“I observed my students transferring 
the skills and strategies from the 

program into other texts.”

“I found the instructions on how to 
use the culturally responsive 

strategies very helpful.”

“I found the lesson plan structure to be 
very helpful. Also, the examples of the 

text annotation are great!”
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Educator Testimonials
Here’s what the teachers had to say about Exploring Reading.

Implementation
The goal was to strengthen students’ reading comprehension 
through 30 minutes of daily reading intervention, exploring big 
ideas and essential questions related to the texts.

The program was implemented for four weeks (one unit) in three 
third grade classrooms with a total of 73 students. The reading 
comprehension skills of these students were measured directly 
before and after the implementation of the program using the 
pre-test and post-test from the program to track growth.

Results
At the start of the program, 18 students scored a passing grade 
on the pre-test. At the conclusion of the unit of study, 35 students 
scored a passing grade, an increase of 23%. 

For more information on Exploring Reading and any 
of our standards- and research-based products, 
please visit us at www.tcmpub.com/administrators.

Phone: 800.858.7339


