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This map of India is from the 1700s.

India has a special history.  Its history is very closely tied to its 

location.  India is between the East and the West.  This location has 

made it a natural place for invaders (in-VADE-uhrz).  Each group that 

invaded the country changed it in some way.

India fought in many wars.  Different families have ruled over the 

land.  It seems that India is too big and complex for any one group to 

rule it for long.

People have lived in India for thousands of years.  Every group 

has brought its own traditions to the country.  These very different 

traditions have all become part of Indian culture.  They have helped 

to create a very rich society.

The Indus 
River Valley

Elephants are 
important for 

traditional 
religious 

ceremonies.

A Long History

Old World
India is the oldest living 
culture in the world.  It is 
at least 10,000 years old.

What’s in a Name?
The name India came 
from the Indus River.  The 
valleys around the Indus 
River were the homes of 
the early settlers of India.
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