The Birth of a Leader
Julius Caesar (SEE-zuhr) was an important leader in history.

Who Gave Rome
Its Name?
Julius Caesar was

He lived in ancient Rome. Rome was founded around 753 b.c.

a major figure in the

At first, kings ruled Rome. Romans became unhappy. They

Roman Republic.

threw their last king out of Rome.

His role in the

The people set up a republic around 509 b.c. This meant that
men were chosen to rule. Leaders did not have to be born into

republic changed
history forever.

a royal family. They were chosen by the people. The Roman
Republic was a success for a long time. It lasted almost 500 years.

The ruins of ancient
Rome are still visited
by people today.

Julius Caesar

A famous legend
describes how Rome
got its name. Romulus
(RAWM-yuh-luhs) and
Remus (REE-muhs) were
brothers. They were
raised by a wolf. They
decided to each build
parts of the same city.
They fought over the sizes
of their parts. Romulus
killed his brother. He
became king of the whole
city. He named the city
Rome after himself.

Romulus and
Remus with
their wolf
mother





Caesar’s Social Class
Julius Caesar was born in 100 b.c. His family was
neither rich nor poor. He grew up in a simple home in
Rome. His father died when Caesar was 16 years old.
Caesar’s family belonged to the Julian clan. This
was a very old Roman family. They were in a class
known as patricians (puh-TRIH-shuhnz). However,

What’s in a Name?

by the time he was a boy, Caesar’s family had lost
most of its money. So, Caesar did not grow up in
a fancy house or a rich neighborhood.
Many people lived in ancient Rome.
However, they were not all equal. They were
divided into three social classes. These were
citizens, noncitizens, and slaves.
Citizens had rights that noncitizens did

Most patricians lived in
expensive homes like this one.

Wearing the Toga

not. Citizens could own property. And, they
could also vote. The citizens could be part
of the Roman government. Many laws were
unfair for the noncitizens and slaves. And there
was nothing they could do about it.

This toga is similar to
one that Caesar might
have worn.


The citizens were called
patricians, and they
were usually rich. The
noncitizens were called
plebeians (plih-BEEuhnz). These people were
workers, farmers, and
soldiers.

These women are plebeians.

At age 16, Caesar was
given his first toga in a
family ceremony. The
toga showed that he
had reached manhood.
Unfortunately, this is also
the year that Caesar’s
father died. He remained
close to his mother for
many years. She taught
him to be very proud
and strong.


How to Be a Ruler
The Aztecs divided their city into different sections. Each section
had a leader who served on a council. The council chose one leader.
He became their ruler. He was called the Great Speaker. In 1502, the
council chose Moctezuma. He was just 35 years old at the time.
Even though Moctezuma knew how to fight, most people
thought of him as a thinker. He was very smart and valued learning.
Moctezuma was a strict leader. He made sure everyone followed
the laws. Moctezuma was not weak. He was even tough on his own

Ruling Millions
Moctezuma ruled 10
million people during his
reign. That’s more people
than live in New York City!

Reluctant Leader
Moctezuma did not want
to be the Great Speaker.
The council searched all
over to find him. When
they finally did, he was
cleaning a temple.

family. At times, he went to the court in a disguise to see how the
judges ruled. If they did not follow the law, he punished them.

As a leader, Moctezuma held talks with other leaders.
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The Great Speaker Moctezuma meets with the council.
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Touring Tenochtitlan

Tenochtitlan
and Venice

The Aztecs had lived on an island since 1325. Their city was called

Some people today
compare Tenochtitlan to
Venice, Italy. In Venice,
people travel by water like
they did in Tenochtitlan.

Tenochtitlan (tay-noch-teet-LAWN). When they found Tenochtitlan,
they knew it was just right for them. A prophecy (PRAWF-uh-see) told
them to look for an eagle eating a snake. The eagle would be perched
on a cactus in the middle of swampy land. That exact place was where

Moctezuma’s
Palace

they should construct their great city. When they found an eagle eating
a snake, the Aztecs started building.
By Moctezuma’s reign, the Aztecs had built temples, ball courts,
and palaces. They made floating gardens where they grew crops of corn,
beans, and chilies.
To get around their city, they rode in canoes. They also built
highways that went over the water to the shore. If they were being
attacked, the Aztecs could pull the highways away from shore. This
kept their city safe from enemies.

Venice, Italy, today

Today, there are
government buildings on
the site where Moctezuma’s
palace once stood.

Mexico’s Flag
Today Mexico’s flag has a
picture of the prophecy told
to the Aztecs.

The floating gardens are shown
on the left of this picture.

The symbol
from Mexico’s
flag shows the
prophecy.
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