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Introduction
The Need for Practice
To be successful in today’s reading classroom, students must deeply understand both 
concepts and procedures so that they can discuss and demonstrate their understanding   
Demonstrating understanding is a process that must be continually practiced for students 
to be successful   According to Robert Marzano, “Practice has always been, and always 
will be, a necessary ingredient to learning procedural knowledge at a level at which 
students execute it independently” (2010, 83)   Practice is especially important to help 
students apply reading comprehension strategies and word-study skills   180 Days of 
Reading offers teachers and parents a full page of reading comprehension and word 
recognition practice activities for each day of the school year 
© Shell Education 135044—180 Days of Reading 3



Introduction

How to Use This Resource 

Unit Structure Overview 
This resource is organized into twelve units   Each three-week unit follows a consistent 
format for ease of use 

Week 1: Nonfiction 

Day 1 Students read nonfiction and answer multiple-choice questions.

Day 2 Students read nonfiction and answer multiple-choice questions.

Day 3 Students read nonfiction and answer multiple-choice, short-answer, and 
open-response questions.

Day 4 Students read a longer nonfictional text, answer multiple-choice questions, and 
complete graphic organizers 

Day 5 Students reread the text from Day 4 and answer reading-response questions.

Week 2: Fiction 

Day 1 Students read fiction and answer multiple-choice questions.

Day 2 Students read fiction and answer multiple-choice questions.

Day 3 Students read fiction and answer multiple-choice, short-answer, and  
open-response questions.

Day 4 Students read a longer fictional text, answer multiple-choice questions, and 
complete graphic organizers 

Day 5 Students reread the text from Day 4 and answer reading-response questions.

Week 3: Nontraditional Text 

Day 1 Students read nontraditional text and answer multiple-choice and  
open-response questions.

Day 2 Students complete close-reading activities with paired texts from the unit 

Day 3 Students complete close-reading activities with paired texts from the unit 

Day 4 Students create their own nontraditional texts 

Day 5 Students write their own versions of the nontraditional text from Day 1 

135044—180 Days of Reading © Shell Education6



Introduction

Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

WEEK 2

Unit 1

3

A Seagull Shows UpGriffin’s family sat on a blanket together.  They 
looked at the ocean.  Big waves crashed on the shore.

Griffin was not ready to swim.  He was not ready 
to play.  His stomach grumbled.  He unwrapped his 
sandwich and took a bite.  Yum!Suddenly, a seagull swooped down from the sky.  

Griffin was startled.  He laughed.  The bird wanted a taste, too!

Directions: Read the text, and answer the questions.

 1. What can you infer from the following text? His stomach grumbled. He unwrapped his sandwich and took a bite. Yum!
 A Griffin felt sick. B Griffin was hungry. C Griffin was upset. D Griffin was frustrated.

 2. What is the setting? A in a tidepool B at the playground C in a boat
 D at the beach

 3. Tell why Griffin was not ready to swim.  

 

 4. How would you feel if a seagull ate your sandwich?   

 

Draw a   next to your favorite part(s).

As You ReadAs You Read♥

© Shell Education 

135044—180 Days of Reading 19

Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________

D AY

WEEK 2

Unit 1

2

WEEK 2

Caring for the Dunes The dunes looked like mountains.  They 
were made of sand.  What a fun place to 
play!

But Griffin did not want to destroy them.  
The family kept walking.  They took a path 
to the beach.  They found a better spot to sit 
and play.

Directions: Read the text, and answer the questions.

 1. What are dunes made from? A dirt
 B mud
 C sand
 D water

 2. What did the family do after seeing the dunes? A played in them B kept walking C took pictures D sat down

 3. Which word rhymes with path? A bath
 B play
 C both
 D plot

 4. Why didn’t Griffin play in the dunes?
 A He was too tired. B He didn’t want to destroy them.

 C His parents told him not to.
 D It didn’t look like fun.

Draw an  whenever you come across a good visual.

As You ReadAs You Read
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________ D AY

1

Unit 1

WEEK 1

Surf’s Up

Surfing is a very fun sport for people who 

enjoy thrilling rides.  Surfers ride waves on their 

surfboards.  They learn how to stand up.  They 

ride the best parts of a wave.  They are always 

looking for a fun ride!

Directions: Read the text, and answer the questions.

 1. What is the main topic?

 A sports

 B the ocean

 C waves

 D surfing

 2. According to this text, who 

enjoys surfing?

 A people who live near 

the ocean

 B people who can swim

 C people who are looking 

for a thrilling ride

 D people who can stand up

 3. Which of these words from the 

text is a compound word?

 A thrilling

 B looking

 C surfboards

 D surfers

 4. What does the word thrilling 

mean?

 A very exciting

 B wet

 C scary

 D water

Draw a   anywhere you would like more information.

As You Read
As You Read

© Shell Education 
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________ D AY

1

Unit 1

WEEK 3

Beach Safety Tips 

for Seagulls

 1. Watch out for hot sand!  Cool 

your feet in the water.

 2. Don’t fly too close to people.

 3. Do fly over the sea and sand.

 4. Don’t eat human food that’s 

been out in the sun.

 5. Do fish for food in the ocean.

Sign for Seagulls

© Shell Education 
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

1

Unit 1
WEEK 2

Getting Ready
Griffin was eager to get to the beach.  “When are we 

leaving?” he asked.
“Soon,” his mother answered.  “Help me pack.”

She filled a bag with beach towels.  His father made 
some sandwiches.  He put them in a cooler.

Griffin found the beach toys.  “Let’s bring cookies,” he suggested.

Directions: Read the text, and answer the questions.

 1. Which word means the same 
as eager?
 A sad
 B excited
 C tired
 D boring

 2. What did Griffin’s father do 
to help?
 A he packed the beach toys
 B he made cookies
 C he filled a bag with beach 

towels
 D he made sandwiches

 3. What is this text mostly about?
 A packing for a beach trip
 B getting ready for school
 C going camping
 D making cookies

 4. What can you conclude from 
this text?
 A Griffin’s family likes 

baking.
 B Griffin’s family enjoys the 

beach.
 C Griffin’s family like to hike.
 D Griffin’s family likes road 

trips.

Think of connections you can make to the text.  

Write a ∞ whenever you make connections.

As You ReadAs You Read

© Shell Education 135044—180 Days of Reading 17

Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________

D AY
Week 1
Unit 1

2

Week 1

Safety First 

The ocean is very powerful.  Even the strongest 

swimmers cannot swim in huge waves.  So, 

lifeguards have to make sure that beaches are 

safe.  Some days, it is too rough to swim in the 

ocean.  The waves are too big.  Lifeguards fly a 

flag.  A double red flag lets people know the beach 

is closed.

Directions: Read the text, and answer the questions.

 1. Which title best fits the text?

 A Lifeguard Training

 B Staying Safe at the Beach

 C Flying Flags

 D More Huge Waves

 2. What is a lifeguard’s main job?

 A to watch huge waves

 B to swim in the ocean

 C to fly flags

 D to make sure the beach 

is safe

 3. What is the root word in 

powerful?

 A owe

 B power

 C wer

 D ful

 4. Which of these things might be 

considered too rough?

 A jumping on the bed

 B swinging high on the 

swings

 C a hard push in a game 

of tag

 D a soccer goal

Underline information that is new to you.As You ReadAs You Read
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________

D AY

1

Week 3
Unit 1

Directions: Read the flyer, “Beach Safety Tips for Seagulls.”  Then, answer the 

questions.

 1. Who is this flyer for?

 A adults

 B seagulls

 C fish

 D children

 2. What genre is this flyer?

 A fiction

 B nonfiction

 C folktale

 D poetry

 3. Why does the flyer suggest 

putting feet in the water?

 A to splash people

 B to clean them

 C to cool them off

 D to test the water 

temperature

 4. What is the purpose of this flyer?

 A to keep the beach clean

 B to keep seagulls safe

 C to warn humans about 

seagulls

 D to teach about the ocean

 5. What else could be added to this flyer?  Answer in complete sentences.
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

Week 1

Unit 1

3

Shark Attack
Shark attacks are scary.  Most sharks eat meat.  They like large fish or seals.  They do not hunt humans, but attacks can happen.  Sharks may bite a person swimming in the ocean.  They may think they are eating a seal.  However, these attacks are very rare.

Directions: Read the text, and answer the questions.

 1. What does this text not say about 
shark attacks on humans?
 A Sharks sometimes mistake 

humans for food.
 B Shark attacks are scary.
 C They happen in warm 

water.
 D Attacks are rare.

 2. Which words from the text have 
similar meanings?
 A rare and scary
 B attack and hunt
 C like and bite
 D think and like

 3. What is the main idea of this text?  Write a complete sentence.
 

 

 4. Why do humans sometimes get attacked by sharks?  Write a complete sentence.

 

 

Write an E where you find evidence that supports the main idea.

As You ReadAs You Read

© Shell Education 
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

Week 3

Unit 1

2Directions: Closely read these paragraphs.  Then, study the flyer on page 23. Look for words about the beach and ocean in each text.  Write the words in the chart.

Close Reading Texts
Investigating Tide Pools A Game with the Gulls

Tide pools are small, rocky 
pools.  They are found on the 
beach.  They fill with water at high 
tide.  At low tide, the water goes 
away. People can then walk to them.  
Plants and animals live inside.  Tide 
pools are unique habitats.  The 
organisms inside must survive in 
high and low tides.  They are at 
great risk.  They might be swept 
away by the ocean.

Griffin did not finish his 
sandwich.  He was too excited.  He 
wanted to jump in the waves.  He 
wanted to build a sandcastle.

“Put your leftovers in the cooler,” 
his mother suggested.  But then 
Griffin dropped them right in the 
sand.

“Oh well,” his mother said.  
“Now they can go in the garbage.”

Text Ocean/Beach Words

Investigating 
Tide Pools

A Game with 
the Gulls

Seagull Flyer

© Shell Education 
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How to Use This Resource (cont.)

Unit Structure Overview (cont.)

Paired Texts
State standards have brought into focus the importance of preparing students for 
college and career success by expanding their critical-thinking and analytical skills   It is 
no longer enough for students to read and comprehend a single text on a topic   Rather, 
the integration of ideas across texts is crucial for a more comprehensive understanding 
of themes presented by authors 

Literacy specialist Jennifer Soalt has written that paired texts are “uniquely suited to 
scaffolding and extending students’ comprehension” (2005, 680).  She identifies three 
ways in which paired fiction and nonfiction are particularly effective in increasing 
comprehension: the building of background knowledge, the development of 
vocabulary, and the increase in student motivation (Soalt 2005) 

Each three-week unit in 180 Days of Reading is connected by a common theme or topic   
Packets of each week’s or each unit’s practice pages can be prepared for students 

During Week 1, students read 
nonfictional texts and answer questions.

During Week 3, students read 
nontraditional texts (advertisements, 
poems, letters, etc ), answer 
questions, and complete  
close-reading and writing activities.

During Week 2, students read 
fictional texts and answer 
questions.

© Shell Education 135044—180 Days of Reading 7



Introduction

Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

1

Unit 7

WEEK 1

What Can Robots Do?

Robots are all around us.  Some help at home.  

They do chores for people.  They vacuum and 

iron.  They wash windows.

Other robots work in different places.  They 

work in restaurants.  They cook food.  Some of 

them serve it to customers.  They work in factories.  They build car 

parts.  Or they help with packaging.  They even work in hospitals.  They 

can perform surgery.

Robots are very helpful.  They can do almost anything!

Directions: Read the text, then answer the questions.

 1. What is another word for help?

 A ignore

 B assist

 C work

 D play

 2. According to this text, robots 

can  .

 A vacuum

 B cook food

 C perform surgery

 D all of the above

 3. What is the singular form of the 

word factories?

 A factor

 B factory

 C fact

 D actor

 4. Which word is not a verb?

 A help

 B wash

 C robot

 D work

Put a ? anywhere you have a question.As You ReadAs You Read
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________

D AY
Week 1

Unit 7

2

Robot Pets Not all robots work.  Some play instead!  Pet robots look like cats, dogs, and other animals.  Have you ever wanted a pet lion?  A real one is impossible.  But you could have a robotic lion.  Robotic pets move and make sounds.  They behave like live animals.  Some are covered in fake fur.  You can pet them.  They respond to voice commands, too.

Directions: Read the text, then answer the questions.

 1. Which word has two syllables? A robot
 B pet
 C animal
 D fake

 2. According to the text, a real    for a pet is impossible. A dog
 B lion
 C cat
 D mouse

 3. Which word has a long /i/ sound?
 A instead
 B animal
 C voice
 D like

 4. Which is not a characteristic of an animal robot?
 A They have fake fur. B They can move.
 C They eat food.
 D They can make sounds.

Underline information that is new to you.

As You ReadAs You Read
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

Week 1
Unit 7

3

Insect Robots

Robots can look like bugs.  The first robot 

bug looked like a dragonfly.  It was a top-secret 

project that was built long ago.  It was made to be 

a government spy that could listen to people.

There are toy robot bugs, too.  They creep and 

crawl.  They move by vibrating.  Some of them 

can fly.

Directions: Read the text, then answer the questions.

 1. Which word rhymes with spy?

 A like

 B fly

 C some

 D secret

 2. According to this text, robot bugs can  .

 A talk

 B jump

 C crawl

 D sing

 3. What did the first robot bug look like? 

 

 

 4. How do the robot bugs move?  

 

 

Underline information that is new to you.As You ReadAs You Read
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

1

Unit 1
WEEK 3

Beach Safety Tips 
for Seagulls

 1. Watch out for hot sand!  Cool 

your feet in the water.

 2. Don’t fly too close to people.

 3. Do fly over the sea and sand.

 4. Don’t eat human food that’s 

been out in the sun.

 5. Do fish for food in the ocean.

Sign for Seagulls

© Shell Education 
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

Week 1

Unit 7

5
Directions: Reread “The Mars Rovers.”  Then, respond to the prompt.

Think about what it would be like to go to the planet Mars.  Write 
about what you might see, study, or do while there.  What questions 
would you like to have answered while there?  How might you use 
the Mars Rover?
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________

D AY
Week 1
Unit 7

4–5

The Mars Rovers

There are even robots in space!  Five 

rovers are on Mars.  Rovers are robotic 

vehicles.  They move around and take 

pictures.  They carry tools to study rocks, 

wind, and weather.  They help people learn 

about Mars.

The first rover landed in 1997.  It found 

information about the environment.  It 

found that Mars was not always cold and 

dry.  It was once warm and wet.  Two more rovers arrived six years later.  

They learned about the past.  Mars used to have lakes.  It had rivers.

Nine more years went by.  Then, a fourth rover came.  People had 

been wondering if life could survive on Mars.  The rover searched for 

signs.  It found that conditions there are dangerous.  It would make life 

hard.  A fifth rover landed in 2021.  It is looking for clues.  People want 

to find out if there was life on Mars long ago.  It is also helping to plan 

ahead for future visits.

It might be possible to safely spend time on Mars in the future.  

Would you like to visit Mars one day?

Put a star next to information you already knew.As You ReadAs You Read
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How to Use This Resource (cont.)

Student Practice Pages 
Practice pages reinforce grade-level skills across a variety of reading concepts for 
each day of the school year   Each day’s reading activity is provided as a full practice 
page, making them easy to prepare and implement as part of a morning routine, at the 
beginning of each reading lesson, or as homework 

Practice Pages for Weeks 1 and 2 

Days 1 and 2 of each week follow a consistent 
format, with a short text passage and 
multiple-choice questions.

Days 3 and 4 have a combination of 
multiple-choice, short-answer, and 
open-response questions.

On day 5, students complete text-based 
writing prompts 

The As You Read activities give students a 
purpose for reading the texts and provide 
opportunities to practice various reading 
skills and strategies 

Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

Week 1

Unit 7

4–5

The Mars Rovers
There are even robots in space!  Five 

rovers are on Mars.  Rovers are robotic 
vehicles.  They move around and take 
pictures.  They carry tools to study rocks, 
wind, and weather.  They help people learn 
about Mars.

The first rover landed in 1997.  It found 
information about the environment.  It 
found that Mars was not always cold and 
dry.  It was once warm and wet.  Two more rovers arrived six years later.  
They learned about the past.  Mars used to have lakes.  It had rivers.

Nine more years went by.  Then, a fourth rover came.  People had 
been wondering if life could survive on Mars.  The rover searched for 
signs.  It found that conditions there are dangerous.  It would make life 
hard.  A fifth rover landed in 2021.  It is looking for clues.  People want 
to find out if there was life on Mars long ago.  It is also helping to plan 
ahead for future visits.

It might be possible to safely spend time on Mars in the future.  
Would you like to visit Mars one day?

Put a star next to information you already knew.
As You ReadAs You Read
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Introduction

Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

1

Unit 5

WEEK 3

How to Be a Kind PirateHow to Be a Kind Pirate
1. Say “Arrr!” a lot.
2.  Threaten to make people walk the 

plank (but don’t really do it).

3.  If you steal treasure, be sure to give 
it back.

4.  Bury treasure and make a map for 
other pirates to follow. 

© Shell Education 
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

1

Week 3

Unit 5

Directions: Read “How to be a Kind Pirate.”  Then, answer the questions. 1. What is the meaning of the word steal?
 A borrow
 B take
 C give
 D receive

 2. Which step involves making something?
 A 1
 B 2
 C 3
 D 4

 3. What should a kind pirate do after stealing treasure?
 A Walk the plank.
 B Say Arr a lot.
 C Give it back.
 D Make a map.

 4. Which word has more than one syllable?
 A make
 B bury
 C walk
 D plank

 5. Why does it say but don’t really do it in step 2? 
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

WEEK 3
Unit 5

2

Directions: Closely read these texts.  Then, study the list on page 95.  Look 

for nouns in each text.  Write the words in the chart.

Close-Reading Texts

Parts of a Map
A Real Treasure Map

Maps show people 

information.  Maps are visual 

pictures that represent places.  

There are many different types 

of maps.  Maps can show 

locations.  They may tell people 

where to find city roads.  They 

can show where a river flows.  

Maps can even show changes in 

the weather.  Maps tell us a lot 

about the world around us.

Look what we’ve found.  It’s another 

pirate’s treasure map!  Now we can 

search for the treasure and steal it 

because that’s what pirates do!

“What if we’re caught?” Derek asks.

“We’ll have a duel and fight them 

off with our swords,” I answer, “but let’s 

hurry just in case!”

The map shows landmarks in my 

backyard.  My house and swing set are 

both on it, and arrows point us where 

we need to go.

Text
Nouns

Parts of a Map

A Real Treasure Map

Kind Pirate List
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________

D AY
WEEK 3

Unit 5

3
Directions: Closely read these texts.  Then, write about the authors’ purpose 
for each of these texts.

Close-Reading Texts Parts of a Map
A Real Treasure MapThe compass rose shows direction.  It shows north and south.  It shows east and west, too.  People who use maps rely on the compass rose to show them direction.  It reminds them where places are compared to other places.Maps have to be fairly small to be usable.  A map of a country cannot be as big as a real country!  This is where drawing to scale comes in.

My shovel hits something, so I reach in and pull it out.  It’s a box.  No, it’s a treasure chest!  I open it up, and I find four cupcakes inside of it!
“Two for you and two for me,” I say, passing them to Derek.  The chocolate frosting and rainbow sprinkles on top are making my mouth water.  We are real pirates who found real treasure.  And I think my mom might be a pirate, too!

Authors’ PurposeWhy did the author write the text?  What do they want readers to know or 
learn?  How do they want readers to feel?

Parts of a Map
A Real Treasure Map

© Shell Education 
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

Week 3
Unit 5

4

Directions: Think about the texts from this unit.  Then, respond to the 

prompt.

Imagine you are a pirate.  Write a letter to a fellow pirate friend.  

Tell the pirate what you’ve been up to.  Ask about the pirate’s latest 

adventures.  Ask for advice on how to become a better pirate.  

Get creative!

 

 
 ,

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 ,
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________

D AY
Week 3

Unit 5

5
Directions: Create a map of your bedroom.  Be sure to include a key with 
symbols.  Draw it to scale as best you can.  Then, write steps that tell how to 
make a map.
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How to Use This Resource (cont.)

Student Practice Pages (cont.)

Practice Pages for Week 3

Day 1 of this week follows a consistent format, 
with a nontraditional text and multiple-choice 
and open-response questions.

On days 2 and 3, students engage in  
close-reading activities of paired texts   
Students are encouraged to compare and 
contrast different aspects of the texts they 
read throughout the unit 

On days 4 and 5, students think about the 
texts in the unit, respond to a writing prompt, 
and construct their own versions of diverse 
texts   Students are encouraged to use 
information from texts throughout the unit to 
inspire and support their writing 

Instructional Options 
180 Days of Reading is a flexible resource that can be used in various instructional 
settings for different purposes 

• Use these student pages as daily warm-up activities or as review 

• Work with students in small groups, allowing them to focus on specific skills   This 
setting also lends itself to partner and group discussions about the texts 

• Student pages in this resource can be completed independently during center times 
and as activities for early finishers 

© Shell Education 135044—180 Days of Reading 9



Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

1

Unit 1
WEEK 1

Surf’s Up
Surfing is a very fun sport for people 

who enjoy thrilling rides.  Surfers ride 
waves on their surfboards.  They learn 
how to stand up.  They ride the best parts 
of a wave.  They are always looking for a 
fun ride!

Directions: Read the text, and answer the questions.

 1. What is the main topic?
	A	 sports
	B	 the ocean
	C	 waves
	D	 surfing

 2. According to this text, who 
enjoys surfing?
	A	 people who live near 

the ocean
	B	 people who can swim
	C	 people who are looking 

for a thrilling ride
	D	 people who can stand up

 3. Which of these words from the 
text is a compound word?
	A	 thrilling
	B	 looking
	C	 surfboards
	D	 surfers

 4. What does the word thrilling 
mean?
	A	 very exciting
	B	 wet
	C	 very scary
	D	 water

Draw a   anywhere you have questions or want to know more.
As You ReadAs You Read
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

WEEK 1

Unit 1

2

WEEK 1

Safety First 
The ocean is very powerful.  Even the 

strongest swimmers cannot swim in huge 
waves.  So, lifeguards have to make sure that 
beaches are safe.  Some days, it is too rough 
to swim in the ocean.  The waves are too big.  
Lifeguards fly a flag.  A double red flag lets 
people know the beach is closed.

Directions: Read the text, and answer the questions.

 1. Which new title best fits 
the text?
	A	 Lifeguard Training
	B	 Staying Safe at the Beach
	C	 Flying Flags
	D	 More Huge Waves

 2. What is a lifeguard’s main job?
	A	 to watch huge waves
	B	 to swim in the ocean
	C	 to fly flags at the beach
	D	 to make sure the beach 

is safe

 3. What is the root word in 
powerful?
	A	 owe
	B	 power
	C	 wer
	D	 ful

 4. Which of these things might be 
considered too rough?
	A	 sitting on a bed
	B	 swinging high on the 

swings
	C	 a hard push in a game 

of tag
	D	 a soccer goal

Underline information that is new or interesting to you.
As You ReadAs You Read
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Shark Attack
Shark attacks are scary.  Most sharks 

eat meat.  They like large fish or seals.  
They do not hunt humans, but attacks 
can happen.  Sharks may bite a person 
swimming in the ocean.  They may think 
they are eating a seal.  However, these 
attacks are very rare.

Directions: Read the text, and answer the questions.

 1. What does this text not say about 
shark attacks on humans?
	A	 Sharks sometimes mistake 

humans for food.
	B	 Shark attacks are scary.
	C	 They happen in warm 

water.
	D	 Attacks are rare.

 2. Which words from the text have 
similar meanings?
	A	 rare and scary
	B	 attack and hunt
	C	 like and bite
	D	 think and like

 3. What is the main idea of this text?

 

 

 4. Why do humans sometimes get attacked by sharks?

 

 

Draw a  next to information you think is important.
As You ReadAs You Read
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Investigating Tide Pools
Tide pools are small, rocky pools.  They are found on beaches.  They 

fill with water at high tide.  At low tide, the water goes away.  People can 
then walk to them.  Plants and animals live inside them.

Tide pools are unique habitats.  The organisms inside must survive 
in high and low tides.  They are at great risk.  They might be swept away 
by the ocean.  Or seagulls could snack on them.  Too much sun can dry 
them out, too.

Sea stars live in tide pools.  Sea stars come in a variety of sizes and 
colors.  They like to eat mussels.  A sea star wants to eat a mussel before 
a seagull eats it instead!

Anemones (uh-NEH-muh-neez) also live in tide pools.  They eat very 
tiny fish.  Anemones are fun to spot.  They look a bit like flowers.  They 
add a lot of color to tide pools.

Underline information that is new to you.  Draw 
a  next to information you think is interesting.

As You ReadAs You Read
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Directions: Read “Investigating Tide Pools.”  Then, answer the questions.

 1. Which shows a strong 
connection to the text?
	A	 I like to play in the sandbox 

at the park.
	B	 I play at the beach with my 

grandparents.
	C	 I noticed a tide pool on 

the beach and studied the 
creatures inside.

	D	 A sea star is a star.

 2. When does the water leave the 
tide pool?
	A	 at high tide
	B	 at low tide
	C	 at sunset
	D	 at sunrise

 3. Why is a tide pool a unique 
habitat?
	A	 Sea stars all look the same.
	B	 Birds prey on the food 

there.
	C	 It survives in low and high 

tides.
	D	 It is found on the beach.

 4. Which is the best summary of 
the text?
	A	 Tide pools are unique 

habitats with interesting 
plants and animals.

	B	 Sea stars like to eat mussels.
	C	 Tide pools take up space on 

our beaches.
	D	 Anemones eat tiny fish.

 5. Use details from the text to draw and write about each type of tide pool.  

Low tide 
tide pool

High tide 
tide pool
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Directions: Reread “Investigating Tide Pools.”  Then, respond to the prompt.

Think about what you would want to see on a trip to the beach.  
Write about which creatures you would look for when you walk 
along the sand.  Then, draw a picture of it.
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