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Dear Family,
Welcome to Kids Learn! Getting Ready for Kindergarten.  Kindergarten will be anexciting year for your child.  There will be plenty of new learning opportunities,including identifying the letters of the alphabet, writing simple sentences, andcounting objects.  Interesting new topics in science and social studies will keepstudents engaged in lessons at school as well.  

Kids Learn! was designed to help solidify the concepts your child learned in  pre-kindergarten and help your child prepare for the year ahead.  The activitiesprovide practice with essential skills for the grade level, and help to prepare your child to meet Common Core State Standards.  Keeping the skills your child learned in pre-kindergarten sharp while on break from school will help his or herkindergarten year get off to a great start.  
Keep these tips in mind as you work with your child through the Kids Learn! book:	 •	 Set	aside	a	specific time each day to work on the activities.  • Complete one activity each time you work with your child.  When you find an activity that your child particularly enjoys, do it again on otherdays.  
• Keep all practice sessions with your child positive and constructive.  If themood becomes tense or if either of you gets frustrated, set the book asideand find another time to practice.
• Help your child understand each activity, and work together on eachtask.  Look for tips in the Providing Support boxes.  • Encourage	your	child	to	do	his	or	her	best	work	and	compliment the effort that goes into learning.  Celebrate the completion of each unit byfilling in the certificates and displaying them in a special place.Enjoy	the	time	learning	with	your	child	during	his	or	her	vacation	from	school.Kindergarten will be here before you know it!

Welcome to
Kids Learn!

 #17787—Kids Learn! Getting Ready for Kindergarten © Teacher Created Materials4



Things to Do at Home

To Develop Healthy Habits
• Make	sure	your	child	gets	plenty	of	sleep.		

Children this age need 11–13 hours of sleep each

night.		Take	time	to	establish	bedtime	routines	that

involve relaxing activities, such as taking a warm 

bath	or	reading	together.

• Help	your	child	become	organized	and

responsible.		Have	places	for	your	child	to	keep

important things, and take time to set up a 

schedule	together.

• Have	conversations	with	your	child.		Ask	your	child	questions	about

his or her activities, and tell your child stories about funny or interesting

things	that	happened	to	you.

To Practice Reading	 •	 Establish	a	regular	reading	time	of	15–20	minutes	for	reading	or	
looking	at	picture	books.		Include	the	whole	family,	and	make	sure	to
turn	off	electronic	distractions	during	this	time.		See	Suggested Vacation
Reading	on	page	10.

• Encourage	your	child	to	look	for	letters	or	words	on	printed	materials
around the house, such as cereal boxes, take-out menus, and 
newspapers.		For	an	extra	challenge,	have	your	child	find	each	letter
of the alphabet in order and practice making the sound of the letter
when	he	or	she	finds	it.

• Label	objects	and	places	around	the	house,	using	index	cards	or	
sticky	notes.		Practice	reading	the	labels	when	you	are	in	the	room	or
using	the	object.  For	example,	read	“sink”	when	your	child	goes	into
the	bathroom	to	brush	his	or	her	teeth.

4:00 Snack
4:30 Piano practice
5:00 Set the table, feed the dog
5:30 Dinner
6:30 Homework and reading time
7:15 Free time  (after homework)7:45 Get ready for bed
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To Practice Writing
	 •	 Give	your	child	a	notebook	and	pencil	to	take	along	when	you	go	on	an	outing.		Ask	your	child	to	write	down	any	words	or letters that he or she sees, and help your child read them.

	 •	 Help	your	child	write	a	letter	to	a	relative	by	writing down your child’s words and asking him	or	her	to	illustrate	the	letter.		Take	it	to	the	mailbox	or	post	office	together.
	 •	 Bring	a	pad	of	paper	and	a	pencil	with	you	when	you	go	for	a	walk	with	your	child.		Ask	your	child	to tell you what he or she sees, hears, or smells, and	record	your	child’s	observations.

To Practice Math
	 •	 Ask	your	child	to	compare	the	height	and	

weight	of	objects	that	he	or	she	sees	in	the	
community.		For	example,	your	child	might	
say that a building is taller than a stop sign 
or	that	a	rock	is	heavier	than	a	leaf.

	 •	 Point	out	price	signs	at	a	store.		Ask	your	
child to say each number on the sign 
individually and then identify which 
number	is	the	largest.

	 •	 Help	your	child	locate	street	signs	and	
signs on buildings when you are out in the 
community.		Ask	your	child	to	identify	
the shape of the sign and any numbers or 
letters	he	or	she	recognizes	on	it.

Things to Do in the Community (cont.)
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Desired Outcome: Phonological 
Awareness—Child shows awareness of the 
sounds that make up language, including 
the segmentation of sounds into words 
and recognition of word rhyming and 
alliteration.

1. Have	your	child	cut	out	the	Funny
Bunny Picture Cards	(pages	21–23).
(This	is	good	cutting	practice.)

2. Choose	a	“super	sound”	for	your
child	to	use	during	the	activity.		For
example, the super sound could be
the sound for the letter f.

3. Hold	up	a	picture	card	and	have	your
child say the word that matches the
picture, for example bunny.

4. Have	your	child	create	a	word	that
rhymes with bunny  by replacing the
b with the super sound f  to make the
word funny.

5. Continue	the	activity	with	all	the
picture cards, using the same super
sound (dog-fog, hen-fen,	etc.).		Have
your child tell you which of the new
words are real words and which are
made-up words (fog is real, fen	is	not).

Providing Support:	If	your	child	is	having	trouble	making	
rhyming words, say the words in two parts: the beginning sound 
and the rest of the word, for example b and -unny or f and -unny.		
Have	your	child	put	the	two	parts	of	the	words	together.

Funny Bunny

Unit 
1 Activity 3
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Funny Bunny Picture Cards

Unit 
1

bunny dog

toad goat
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Unit 
1

hen cat

fish mouse

Funny Bunny Picture Cards (cont.)
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