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Dear Family,
Welcome to Kids Learn! Getting Ready for 2nd Grade.  Second grade will be anexciting year, with plenty of new learning opportunities.  For example, your child will have the chance to explore a wider variety of reading material as well as gain exposureto many new math concepts, such as place value and money!  Interesting new topics inscience and social studies will keep students engaged in lessons at school as well.  Kids Learn! was designed to help solidify the concepts your child learned in first gradeand help your child prepare for the year ahead.  The activities are based on the Common Core State Standards and provide practice with essential skills for the gradelevel.  Keeping the skills your child learned in first grade sharp while on break fromschool will help his or her second grade year get off to a great start. Keep these tips in mind as you work with your child through the Kids Learn! book:	 •	 Set	aside	a specific time each day to work on the activities.• Complete one language arts and one mathematics page each time your child works in the book rather than an entire week’s worth of activitypages at one time.  
• Keep	all	practice sessions with your child positive and constructive.  Ifthe mood becomes tense or if either of you gets frustrated, set the bookaside and find another time for your child to practice.• Help your child understand each activity and provide guidance as he orshe works through each page.
• Discuss the activities with your child.  Look for the Talk About It! iconat the end of each activity.  
• Encourage	your	child	to	do	his	or	her	best	work	and compliment the effort that goes into learning.  Celebrate the completion of the activitiesby filling in the certificate at the end of the book and displaying it in aspecial place.

Enjoy	the	time	learning	with	your	child	during	his	or	her	vacation	from	school.Second grade will be here before you know it!

Welcome to
Kids Learn!

10

#17789—Kids Learn! Getting Ready for 2nd Grade © Teacher Created Materials4



Things to Do at Home

To Develop Healthy Habits
• Be	firm	and	consistent	about	bedtime	every	night.

Use a clock or timer to signal the start of the 

bedtime routine and make sure to turn off the TV

and other electronics at least 30 minutes before 

bedtime.

• Set	aside	a	consistent	time	for	homework	each

day.		Designate	a	quiet	area	for	your	child	to	

work	and	provide	assistance	only	when	needed.

• Work	together	with	your	child	to	create	a	daily	

schedule, including homework time, playtime, chores, activities, and

bedtime.		Post	the	schedule	in	a	visible	place	as	a	reference	for	you	and

your	child.

To Practice Reading	 •	 Encourage	your	child	to	read	words	he	or	she	knows	on	food	
packages	or	in	magazines,	newspapers,	or	advertisements.		Allow	
your child to cut out these words and glue them to a sheet of paper, 
thereby	creating	a	personal	dictionary.• Write	a	list	of	one-step	directions	for	your	child	to	complete	over	the
course of the day—for example, Brush your teeth.		Reward	your	child
with a sticker or smiley face next to each item that he or she reads 
and	completes.

• Once	your	child	has	finished	reading	a	book,	have	your	child	retell
the	story	in	his	or	her	own	words.		If	necessary,	have	your	child	use
the	pictures	in	the	book	as	clues	about	what	happened.

4:00 Snack
4:30 Piano practice
5:00 Set the table, feed the dog
5:30 Dinner
6:30 Homework and reading time
7:15 Free time  (after homework)7:45 Get ready for bed
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To Practice Writing
• Have	your	child	write	about	a	movie	or	TV	showthat	he	or	she	has	seen.		Encourage	your	childto include at least one sentence about thebeginning, the middle, and the end of themovie	or	show.
• After	going	on	an	outing	or	attending	a	community	event,	have	your	child	write	about	it.		Ask	him	or	her	to	include	the	sequence	of	events	and	how	he	or	she	felt	about	the	experience.
• Encourage	your	child	to	try	something	new,	such	as	a	differentfood	at	a	restaurant	or	a	new	piece	of	equipment	at	the	playground.		Have	your	child	write	about	his	or	her	experienceand	whether	he	or	she	would	try	it	again.

To Practice Math
•	 Encourage	your	child	to	practice	reading	the	time	on	

any	clocks	you	pass	by	in	the	community.		You	may	also	
have your child look for the temperature, which is often 
displayed	in	many	locations.

•	 Encourage	your	child	to	find	things	in	the	community	that	
are	about	as	long	as	an	inch,	a	foot,	and	a	yard.		If	possible,	
bring	a	measuring	tape	along	to	verify	the	actual	lengths.

•	 Have	your	child	make	up	addition	and	subtraction	
problems	while	you	are	out	in	the	community.		For	
example, If there are ten cars in the parking lot and 
three cars leave and then one enters, how many cars 
are now in the parking lot? 

Things to Do in the Community (cont.)
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1. Julia had 16 bows.  She lost 10 bows.  How many
bows does she have left?

___________  – ___________ =___________   bows

2. There were 11 bees in a beehive.  Then, 1 flew
away.  How many bees are left?

___________    – ___________ =___________   bees

3. Wendy had 13 dimes.  She spent 5 of them.  How
many dimes does Wendy have left?

___________  – ___________ =___________  dimes

4. Han had 10 stickers.  He gave 3 of them away.
How many stickers does Han have left?

___________  – ___________ =___________  stickers

How do you solve subtraction problems?

Week 
2
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Subtraction Word Problems
Directions: Write a number sentence to solve each 
story problem.



Which is the largest number on the page?  How do you know?

 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.

16
92

21
41

33 86
73 50

13
37

47 81

740
74

14

81

30 56 19

99

12 12 16

Week 
4
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Line Them Up!
Directions: Write the numbers in order from least 
to greatest.



Which conjunctions did you use to combine the sentences?

1. I like playing soccer.  I like watching soccer.

 ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________

2. I went to bed.  I dreamed all night.

 ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________

3. Do you like dogs?  Do you like cats?

 ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________

Put These Together
Directions: Join the sentences to make a compound 
sentence.  Hint: Use a conjunction such as and, but, or or.

Week 
5
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