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How to Use This Product (cont.)
TeacherÕs Guide
Each lesson is organized in a consistent format for easy use. Teachers may choose to complete
some or all of the lesson activities in order to best meet the needs of their students. The final
lesson of each genre provides a culminating writing piece to showcase skills learned.
Lesson

1

Writing Narrative Nonfiction

Essential Question
What are the parts of
narrative nonfiction writing?

Overview
Use the lesson plan on pages 11–18. Study Card 1, “Chinese New Year,”
using photographs and written details to describe the key ideas of the text. Students will craft
paragraphs about their own family celebrations. A category activity is provided to support
students' writing.

Standards

Lesson

1

Date ____________
Name ______________________________
Lesson

1

Writing: Write narratives in which they

Categories

Name ______________________________

Categories

s Practice
Part 1: LetÕ
correct category.

Date ____________

Use words
that are similar
When you
and can be
categorize
part of category
words, you
are alike into
are putting a category.
groups.
words that

Directions:

scissors
dog

Write each
ghost

the
word under
costume
eraser

pumpkin

School

bird

pencil
candy

crayon
Pets

Halloween

Sample Categories

recount two or more appropriately sequenced
events, include some details regarding what
happened, use temporal words to signal event
order, and provide some sense of closure.

Weather
windy
rain
sunny

s Apply
Part 2: LetÕ
category below.

thunder
Directions:
Sample Categories

Nonfiction

Celebrate! Paragraph
Graphic Organizer

1

apple

Directions:

banana

Use this to

plan your report.

Introduction

pear
watermelon

What is the

© Teacher Created

you are writing

celebration

24033—Write

TIME FOR KIDS

Student Handbook
© Teacher Created

Lesson

1

Language: Define words by category and by

about?
113

take place?
itHandbook
IDS Student
TIME FOR Kdoes
where
24033—Write
When and/or

Materials

112

a text to describe its key ideas.

Nonfiction

Narrative

Date ____________

YearName ______________________________
New
Lesson

Fruit

Reading: Use the illustrations and details in

for the

of words
Make a list

Narrative

Chinese

Facts and

Question

Materials

Details

Name _____________________________

_ Date ____________
Celebrate! Paragraph
Draft

Who is part

Directions:

words

Name

of it?

Lesson

1

_
Date

___________

________
Frame h.
it?
aph paragrap
___________people celebrate
Why do
Paragr your
ate! to write
Celebrthis frame

Nonfiction

4. Celebration

___________

Narrative

Write
 1. An introductiona report that includes:
 2. Details
 3. A sequence


one or more key attributes.

: Use

Directions

My

Speaking and Listening: Describe people,

family

s
celebrate it celebrated?
How is

© Teacher Created

d on

It is

celebrate
114

24033—Write
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Materials

Student Handbook

with
I celebrate

Nonfiction

We

are

Narrative

Some

ways

we

by

celebrate

n is
This

TIME FOR KIDS

Student Handbook
© Teacher Created

Materials

TIME

© Teacher
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Student

family celebrations. (Christmas, Hanukkah,
Ramadan, Dwali, Lunar Festival, or a
christening/baptism) Make sure to discuss
at least two events that occur with each
celebration along with some specific details
about it and how it ends. Ask students
to pick a family celebration to write a
paragraph about.

Collaborative Writing: In small

groups, have students with similar
celebrations brainstorm and record a list
of facts and events that happen during
that particular celebration.

Handbook

2 Challenge: Ask students to include
sidebars of associated words.

once more, noting how the illustrations
work in conjunction with the words to
describe key ideas in the text. Then read it
aloud again. As you read, draw attention to
the annotations provided on page 13. Have
students selectively annotate their copies
by circling key words, such as those that
indicate when something happened (Student
Handbook, pages 110–111).

1. This card tells us about the celebrations

called Chinese New Year. The author tells
us true things that really happen when
celebrating this event. It is not make
believe. The annual celebration is described
with great details and organized well so
readers are able to understand and learn
about the topic.

“

”

What is this article about? (The author
tells about Chinese New Year.) How do
you know? Turn to a partner and discuss.
(People get haircuts, eat special foods, give
gifts, and watch parades.) The author
teaches us about Chinese New Year by
telling us what really happens and by
showing us photographs. Writing about
real details and real experiences is what
narrative nonfiction is all about.

2. Have students independently read the
introduction on the front of Narrative
Nonfiction Card 1, "Writing Narrative
Nonfiction" (Student Handbook, page 109).
Display Narrative Nonfiction Card 1,
“Chinese New Year.” Have students
independently read the card. Then, read
it aloud as students follow along in their
Student Handbooks on pages 110–111.
Note: For additional support, play the
audio recording of the card from the
Technology Platform, or engage students in
a paired or echo reading.

”

Vocabulary: See the reverse side of

the card for a potentially challenging
vocabulary definition (celebration). After
introducing the word and its definition,
have students depict the word's meaning in
an illustration. (a birthday party, holiday,
or graduation)

1
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People eat special foods.

Some foods are said to bring good
luck. Long noodles stand for long life.

What is inside the red
and gold envelope?
It is lucky money! The
dollar bills are said
to bring wealth and
happiness.

People give gifts.

People get haircuts.

A haircut is a way to start the
New Year fresh. It is also said
to bring good luck.

Chinese New Year

Key Words
The author uses key details
to help readers understand
Chinese New Year.

People watch parades.

Most parades have the lion dance. Many
people say the lion brings good luck.
-By TFK Staff

Chinese people say
red stands for good
luck. They say gold
stands for wealth.

PAUL BROWN/ALAMY

Chinese New Year takes place in January or February. It starts on a
different day each year. The celebrations last 15 days. This is a time to
welcome spring and good fortune.

This activity
can also be
completed
digitally using
the Focus
on Reading
and Focus
on Writing
sections of the
Technology
Platform.

Temporal
Words
Authors use
temporal words
to tell when
something
happens.

LI ZIHENG XINHUA NEWS AGENCY/NEWSCOM
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Language Practice

Writing Narrative Nonfiction

it. One way to do that is to understand and use words that
are similar and can be included in a category or group. When
categorizing words, it is important to put words that are alike
into groups. See the examples to the right and in the Student
Handbook, page 112.

2. Have students turn to the Categories activity sheet (Student
Handbook, page 113) and have them complete it independently or
in pairs.

3. When complete, share and discuss, using the Answer Key below.

Weather
windy
rain
sunny
thunder
Fruit
apple
banana
pear
watermelon

costume
eraser

ghost

pumpkin

pencil
candy

Halloween

Lesson

1

crayon

Pets

scissors

costume

dog

pencil

pumpkin

bird

eraser

candy

crayon

ghost

Part 2: LetÕs Apply

below.
of words for the category
Directions: Make a list
Narrative Nonfiction

Chinese New Year

Answers will vary but may
include fortune, luck, envelope,
parade, Dragon Dance, or
lantern.

© Teacher Created Materials
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Student Handbook

2. Have students self-assess their writing
using the rubric on page 17. Then, assess
students’ writing. If possible, conference
individually with each student, providing
your feedback and offering next steps.

Collaborative Writing: In pairs, have

students assess each other’s writing, using
the rubric.

3. Store students’ paragraphs in their writing
folders.

Collaborative Writing: In small

groups, have students share their
paragraphs one at a time. Charge students
with offering at least one compliment,
one suggestion, and asking one question
about the content. Circulate and monitor
students‘ feedback as they share. Remind
students that their writing should be a
true story that describes real events and
includes details. Specificity is the heart of
feedback. Offer sentence frames to help
get them started, such as This event is
clearly _____ because _____ or What do you
think about changing _____ to _____?

Publishing Ideas
Provide time for students to share their
published pieces in an Authors’ Chair format.
This special time will allow students to share
their final products while receiving positive
feedback from their classmates.

For more information about the craft
of writing, read what the author has
to say in “Listen to the Author” on
the back of the card.

23994—Write TIME FOR KIDS Narrative Nonfiction Teacher's Guide—Level 1
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Language Practice:
Addresses the language
skill and makes
authentic connections
to the Mentor Text.

Lesson

Writing Rubric

1

4
Introduction

Details

Sequence

Language
(Grammar,
Usage, and
Mechanics)

Lesson

1

3

2

1

The topic
is clearly
established.

The topic is
established.

The topic is
somewhat
established.

The topic is
unclear.

All details are
clearly relevant
to the topic.

Details are
relevant to the
topic.

Most details are
relevant to the
topic.

Few details are
relevant to the
topic.

An introduction
is clearly
followed by
events and
details, with a
clear ending.

An introduction
is followed by
events and
details, with an
ending.

An introduction
is followed by
events and
details, out of
order, with an
abrupt ending.

There may or
may not be an
introduction
or conclusion.
Events and
details are
confusing.

Clearly
understands and
uses celebration
category words.

Generally
understands and
uses celebration
category words.

Somewhat
understands and
uses celebration
category words.

Using
celebration
category words
are confused.

© Teacher Created Materials

category.
word under the correct
Directions: Write each
bird
scissors
dog

their writing.
Note: Have students highlight each section
of their graphic organizers and their frames
and/or drafts as a quick way to check the
transfer of their notes.

students explain the parts of narrative
nonfiction writing and how they made sure
to include each in their paragraphs.

Use this rubric to assess students’ writing, assigning a number to each part and averaging the four
for a final mark. For example, a 4 for Introduction, a 3 for Details, a 2 for Sequence, and a 3 for
Language averages to a 3 overall (12 ÷ 4 = 3).

13

Part 1: LetÕs Practice

School

Use the Focus
on Language
section of the
Technology
Platform to
show students
authentic
application of
the Language
Skill.

Examples

Annotating the
Mentor Text:
Introduces annotations
to support Analyzing
the Mentor Text and
to build a reading and
writing connection.

Writing Narrative Nonfiction

Students will practice defining words by category with one or more key attributes.

1. Explain that all writing has to be clear for readers to understand

Categories

2. Have students highlight each component of

✔ Assessment
1. Revisit the Essential Question by having

23994—Write TIME FOR KIDS Narrative Nonfiction Teacher's Guide—Level 1

Lesson Extensions
Think Like a Reader
Suggested Answers
1. Chinese New Year is celebrated by getting
haircuts, eating special foods, giving gifts,
and watching parades.

2. The Chinese New Year celebration lasts for
15 days.

3. The author says that Chinese New Year
is a time for good fortune because it is
the beginning of a new year and new
possibilities.

Think Like a Writer
Suggested Answers
1. The author organized the story by
introducing what and when Chinese New
Year is and included details of the special
things people do to celebrate the holiday.

2. Answers will vary but may include I
organize my stories by introducing the topic
and following them up with details and
facts.

Digital Writing Practice
Encourage students to think about today’s
lesson on narrative nonfiction writing. Then,
read aloud and discuss the Lesson 1 Writing
Prompt found on the Digital Resources USB
Device.

 Note: To set up students for success,

brainstorm ideas along with key words and
offer genre-specific support.

Home Extensions

1. Have students share their completed paragraphs with family

Note: When students
identify
similarities and differences
of a
group of items, they
are able to
see patterns and
make connections
as they sort, group,
and classify
them. As students
create these
categories, they are
developing
analysis, discrimina
tion,
comparison, and logical
thinking
skills.

members and have them look and find photographs of their past
celebrations to discuss.

2. If desired, ask students to complete the Write TIME FOR KIDS
activity on the back of the card as a homework activity or as an
in-class extension.

113

18
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Writing Narrative Nonfiction

BLUE JEAN IMAGES/GETTY IMAGES

Writing Narrative Nonfiction

FENG ZI/ ZUMA PRESS/NEWSCOM

____ Date ____________
Name __________________________

demonstrate how to revise and edit your
own paragraph by highlighting and labeling
your introduction, each event or experience,
the details, and conclusion. Invite students
to offer suggestions on how to improve your
paragraph by including the most important
details in the most effective order.

Learn from
the Experts

1

1

Revising and Editing

Digital Writing Practice: If
possible, students should complete
their revising and editing using the
Technology Platform from which
they can print their final drafts.

Lesson

Lesson

The Writing Process:
Includes Revising,
Editing, Assessment,
and Publishing Ideas.

The Writing Process

© Teacher Created Materials
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15

edit your paragraph based on the feedback
you received. Encourage students to
revise and edit their writing based on peer
feedback.

Reading Extension: On the back of the card, look at the “Think
Like a Reader” questions. To support a collaborative environment,
have students turn to a partner and discuss each question. Then,
come together as a group to share. Suggested answers can be found
on page 18.

23994—Write TIME FOR KIDS Narrative Nonfiction Teacher's Guide—Level 1

This activity
can also be
completed
digitally using
the Graphic
Organizer
and Writing
Task sections
of the
Technology
Platform.

23994—Write TIME FOR KIDS Narrative Nonfiction Teacher's Guide—Level 1

1. After the first draft is complete,

The Writing Process:
Includes Prewriting and
Drafting instruction,
using a graphic
organizer, frame,
and draft page.

3. After sharing, model how you will revise and

16

12

14

Lesson

Writing Narrative Nonfiction

Analyzing the
Mentor Text:
Introduces the text and
key vocabulary words,
as well as provides close
reading instruction.

3. Have students independently read the card

read Card 1, “Chinese New Year,” and use
the illustrations and details in the text to
describe its key ideas.

© Teacher Created Materials
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Establishing a Purpose: Students will

“

Differentiated
Instruction
1 Language Support: Have student
pairs sketch a picture of their celebration
and discuss them in pairs. The Celebrate!
Paragraph Frame (Student Handbook, page
115) is provided for additional drafting
support.

Analyzing the Mentor Text

1

the Celebrate! Paragraph Draft (Student
Handbook, page 116). Remind them
to organize their paragraphs with the
name and time of the celebration at the
beginning to help readers understand what
they will be reading about.

Celebrate! Paragraph Graphic Organizer
Student Handbook, page 114). Scaffolded
graphic organizers are available on the
Technology Platform.

Materials

”

2. Students will draft their paragraphs on

3. Model how to plan your writing using the

organizers independently.

• technology for writing digitally and a
printer (optional)

This activity
can also be
completed
digitally using
the Focus
on Reading
and Focus
on Writing
sections of the
Technology
Platform.

56

”

2. As a class, brainstorm a list of different

For detailed support on how
to integrate the Write TIME
FOR KIDS Technology Platform,
please reference pages 58–59 of the
Best Practices Guide and the User Guide
found on the USB Device. Be sure to
look for the technology integration
icon throughout the lesson.

• Write TIME FOR KIDS Technology Platform

Lesson

1. As I begin my paragraph, I need to
think about how to introduce my topic,
just as the author in ‘Chinese New Year’ did.
I might write My family has a special way
of celebrating the Fourth of July each year.
How do I decide which events and details
to share? Asking what, when, where, why,
and who helps. I need to include at least
two. I’m going to write My neighbors Jeff
and Alicia host a backyard barbecue potluck.
Each guest brings a side dish to share and
their own meat to grill. The kids have a
blast swimming in the pool, while the adults
enjoy talking and visiting. How will I end
my paragraph? I think I’ll end with how
the evening ends. The festivities end with
the city's fireworks display, which we can see
from our other neighbor's backyard.

4. Have students complete their graphic

• Student Handbook activity sheets
(pages 109–116)
• paper, pens, and highlighters

© Teacher Created Materials

Created

“

1. When we write a narrative nonfiction
piece, our purpose is to share real facts,
real people, and real experiences. Today,
we will write paragraphs about family
celebrations that include at least two
events from real experiences, details, and a
clear conclusion.

24033—Write

• Narrative Nonfiction Card 1, “Chinese New
Year”

Drafting

“

115
24033—Write

1

Prewriting

celebratio

116

Lesson

The Writing Process
Students will draft paragraphs about a family celebration. Before beginning the writing process,
introduce the lesson’s rubric, as well as revisit the Narrative Nonfiction Model Lesson in the Best
Practices Guide (pages 83–92) as needed.

Nonfiction

Materials

because

celebrate
Narrative

places, things, and events with relevant
details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.

Overview:
Includes key
information for
planning (standards
and a list of materials).

Writing Narrative Nonfiction

To understand the purpose and components of narrative
nonfiction writing by crafting a paragraph that recounts
a family celebration with details in the order that they
happened and ends with a conclusion.

Writing Narrative Nonfiction

Objective

Writing Narrative Nonfiction

Program Features

Lesson Components

Writing Rubric:
Features a writing
rubric, specifically
tailored to the
lesson’s writing task.

17

Lesson Extensions:
Offers answers to the
“Think Like a Reader”
and “Think Like a
Writer” questions, a
Digital Writing Practice
activity, and suggestions
for Home Extensions.

© Teacher Created Materials
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Student Handbook
Mentor Text Card:
Supports close reading
with a student-friendly
version of the card for
easy annotations and
highlights.

Lesson

1

Lesson

1

Graphic Organizer:
Supports the prewriting
and planning stages of
the writing process.

Name ______________________________ Date ____________

Celebrate! Paragraph
Graphic Organizer

Directions: Use this to plan your report.

Introduction
What is the celebration you are writing about?

When and/or where does it take place?

Question

Facts and Details

Who is part of it?

Narrative Nonfiction

Narrative Nonfiction

Name ______________________________ Date ____________

Why do people celebrate it?

How is it celebrated?

© Teacher Created Materials

Lesson

1

109

24033—Write TIME FOR KIDS Student Handbook

114

Name ______________________________ Date ____________

Celebrate! Paragraph Frame

rain
sunny
thunder

Sample Categories

apple
banana
pear
watermelon

Name ______________________________ Date ____________

Categories

Lesson

1

© Teacher Created Materials

Part 1: LetÕs Practice

Directions: Write each word under the correct category.

School

costume
eraser
Halloween

pencil
candy

bird
crayon

Pets

Part 2: LetÕs Apply

Directions: Make a list of words for the category below.

Language Practice:
Includes an introduction
and mini-lesson for the
target language skill and
a practice activity to
check for understanding
of the skill, as well as an
application activity to
demonstrate mastery of
the skill.

It is celebrated on
I celebrate with
We celebrate because

Some ways we celebrate are by

Narrative Nonfiction

Narrative Nonfiction

Fruit

ghost
pumpkin

This celebration is

© Teacher Created Materials

Lesson

1

24033—Write TIME FOR KIDS Student Handbook

Name ______________________________ Date ____________

Celebrate! Paragraph Draft

Directions: Write a report that includes:

 1. An introduction
 2. Details

 3. A sequence
 4. Celebration words

Chinese New Year
Narrative Nonfiction

24033—Write TIME FOR KIDS Student Handbook

113

Narrative Nonfiction

© Teacher Created Materials

1

My family celebrates

windy

scissors
dog

Lesson

Directions: Use this frame to write your paragraph.

Weather

24033—Write TIME FOR KIDS Student Handbook

© Teacher Created Materials

Name ______________________________ Date ____________

Categories

Use words that are similar and can be part of a
category. When you categorize words, you are putting
words that are alike into groups.

Sample Categories

112

24033—Write TIME FOR KIDS Student Handbook

116
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Draft Frame:
Supports struggling
writers and English
language learners as
they transition from the
prewriting stage to the
drafting stage of the
writing process.

Program Features

Each lesson in the Teacher’s Guide corresponds to pages in the Student Handbook.

115

Draft:
Includes a
student‑friendly rubric
to remind students what
information to include
in their writing pieces,
and provides a place for
students to draft their
writing.

23996—Write TIME For Kids Best Practices Guide—Level 1
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How to Use This Product (cont.)

Program Features

Using the Technology Platform

Getting Started
• Select from one of the four genres.
• Select the card for the day’s lesson.

Analyzing the Mentor Text Card
On the Text Card tab:
• Select from the three standards:
Reading, Writing, or Language.
• View the highlighted annotations
provided for each standard to show
the reading and writing connections.
• Click on each highlighted section to
receive a detailed annotation that
describes how that standard is used/
addressed on the Mentor Text Card.

The Writing Process
Prewriting: Scaffolded
Graphic Organizers
On the Graphic Organizer tab:
• Select from three graphic organizers that
support the prewriting/brainstorming
component of the lesson, as well as various
levels of writing needed.

Drafting, Revising, and Editing:
Writing Task Draft Page
On the Writing Task tab:
• Complete the drafting stage of the
writing process in the Student Handbook
or digitally by selecting Writing Task.
• Use the formatting tools provided
(spacing, color coding, font size, style
options) in the writing toolbar to
complete the revising and editing stages.

58
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Assessment Preparation

• Use the Writing from Sources task to prepare
students for today’s assessments and testing
environment. Students will read and compare
the information from two texts and respond to
a writing prompt.

Bonus Features
There are a variety of tools available for the user, including but not limited to print, save,
record, highlight, erase, zoom in, zoom out, and delete.

Save—Students may save their

Print—Students may print

Record—Teachers may ask
questions and provide feedback.
Students may record themselves
reading and respond to teachers.
All recordings may be saved.

Notes—Teachers and students

completed work in PDF and/or
Word formats, making it simple
for teachers to import student
work into their system(s) of
choice.

Program Features

On the Writing from Sources tab in
Lesson 8 of each genre:

all the work they complete in
the Technology Platform.

can easily collaborate using this
tool.

 Note: The Technology Platform may be found on the Digital Resources USB Device.

© Teacher Created Materials
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Lesson

7

Revising Your Writing
To write and revise a labeled illustration expressing an
opinion about the most beautiful animal in the wild.

Revising Your Writing

Objective
Essential Question
How can we improve our
writing by adding details and
additional information?

Overview

Use the lesson plan on pages 59–66. As a class, you will
study Card 7, “Birds Are Brainy,” and practice asking and
answering questions about unfamiliar words in the text. Students will then
create a labeled illustration showing their opinion about the most beautiful wild animal.
A showing meaning activity is provided to support students’ writing.

Standards

Lesson

7

Writing: With guidance and support from adults,

you do some
thing

.

Jays can rem
ember. Thes
birds hide
e
lots of seed
s and
nuts. Mon
ths
can find the later, the jays
food.

nails
nails
The builder usedd
to hold the boar
down.

1.

To remembe
something r is to recall
from the past
.

Name ______________________________ Date ____________

Lesson

7

rgument

trip
going on a
My family is
trip.

4.

Showing Meaning

Opinion/A

Name _____
__________
__________
_____

Directions:

56

Animal Label Date ____________
Draft

Lesson

7

Your draf

t must inclu
Student Handboo
k
r 1. A pictu
de:
re
r 2. Two labels r 3. Revisions © Teacher Created Materials
r 4. Correct mean

24032—Write
TIME FOR

KIDS

ment

5. park
to park the
LetÕs Apply
2: going
Part
wave
I am
n wave
word for the picture.
A huge ocea
Write acar.
Directions:
the
crashed onto
beach.

2.

57
TIME FOR K
24032—Write

IDS

© Teacher Created

Student Handbook

Materials

ing of words

frame
s: Use this
Direction
The
beautiful

animal

in

st
is the mo

ause
utiful bec
It is bea
the wild.

and

label
© Teacher Created

Name

Opinion/Argument

bel Frame
Animal La to write.

.

______
______
______
______
______
Da

Animal
La

te ___
______
___

bel
Graphic
Directio
Organize
ns: Us
e this
r
to pla
n your
writing.
Illustrat

Lesson

7

ion

58
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____________
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Language: Determine or clarify the meaning
of unknown and multiple-meaning words and
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content.
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Materials
• Opinion/Argument Card 7, “Birds Are Brainy”
• Student Handbook activity sheets
(pages 55–62)
• paper, pencils, highlighters, and coloring
supplies
• twigs
• Write TIME For Kids Technology Platform

For detailed support on how
to integrate the Write TIME
For Kids Technology Platform,
please reference pages 58–59 of the
Best Practices Guide and the User Guide
found on the USB Device. Be sure to
look for the technology integration
icon throughout the lesson.

• technology for writing digitally and a printer
(optional)
© Teacher Created Materials
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Lesson

7

Analyzing the Mentor Text

Revising Your Writing

Establishing a Purpose: Students

will read Card 7, “Birds Are Brainy,” and
practice asking and answering questions
about unfamiliar words in the text.

“

1. When writing an opinion piece, authors

pick a topic they have a feeling about and
then give reasons to support it. This card
gives an opinion about birds and then gives
reasons to support it. Before we read it,
let’s think about what we can learn from the
title, ‘Birds Are Brainy.’ What do you think
it means? Talk to a partner about it. (The
title means that birds are smart.) What is
the author’s opinion of birds? (Birds are
brainy, or smart.) Now, let’s read the card
and see what reasons the author gives to
support this. As you listen to me read, pay
special attention to any words you hear that
don’t make sense or you have never heard
before.

”

2. Display Card 7, “Birds Are Brainy.” Read
the card aloud to students. As you read,
have students follow along in their Student
Handbooks, page 55, by tracking the words
with their fingers.
Note: For additional support, play the audio
recording of the card from the Technology
Platform or engage students in an echo read.

Vocabulary: See the reverse side of

This activity
can also be
completed
digitally using
the Focus
on Reading
and Focus
on Writing
sections of the
Technology
Platform.
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the card for a potentially challenging
vocabulary word (twigs). To familiarize
students with the word, bring in a
collection of twigs for student pairs to
examine. Give each pair a twig to study.
Ask each pair to describe their twig,
recording their answers on the board.
(short, thin, fragile, wood) Review the
definition with the class (small, thin pieces

of a tree or a bush) and discuss how the
words listed on the board relate to the
definition.

3. Read the card aloud once more. This time,
conduct a choral reading with students. As
you read, draw attention to the annotations
on page 61. Have students circle the key
words (smart, nests, seeds, nuts, tools) in
their Student Handbooks, page 55.

“

Sometimes, authors use words that are
confusing or words we don’t know. It is
hard to understand the story if you don’t
know the meaning of the words. As you
listened to this story, what words did you
find confusing? Turn to a partner and
share one word. (danger) When we find
a word we don’t know, we can stop and
ask ourselves questions to try to figure
out its meaning. For example, if I don’t
know the meaning of the word danger, I
can ask the question, Does danger mean
the same thing as scary? Someone else
can tell me, Danger means something that
can cause harm. Birds sing to warn other
birds that something is out there that could
hurt them. Now, it is your turn. Turn
to a partner and ask a question about a
different word in the text. (What is a
bowerbird?) Then, have your partner try
to answer the question. (A bowerbird is a
type of bird that builds homes out of sticks.)
If your partner doesn’t know the answer,
work together to look at the card and see if
you can find the answer. Today, we’ll pick
a wild animal and explain why it’s the most
beautiful, just like the author did. Then,
we’ll ask our friends to help us add details
to our writing.

”

Reading Extension: On the back of the card, look at the “Think
Like a Reader” questions. To support a collaborative environment,
have students turn to a partner to discuss each question. Then,
come together as a group to share. Suggested answers can be
found on page 66.
23987—Write TIME For Kids Opinion/Argument Teacher’s Guide—Level K
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Card ➐

Birds Are Brainy

Birds are smart. They have good memories.
They make nests. They sing songs.

STEVE MASLOWSKI / SCIENCE SOURCE

Crows use tools.

These birds hide lots
of seeds and nuts.
Months later, the jays
find the food.

These birds use
twigs to dig up food.

Bowerbirds build.

Sparrows sing.

JIM ZIPP / SCIENCE SOURCE

Sparrows talk to each
other with songs. One
kind of song means
danger is near.
TCM 23697

A bowerbird builds
a home of sticks. It
puts colorful things
in its home.

TIM LAMAN/NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC/GETTY IMAGES

Opinion/
Argument

Jays can
remember.

THIERRY VAN BAELINGHEM/SCIENCE SOURCE

PATRICK BARRY | DREAMSTIME.COM

Opinion/
Argument

7

Revising Your Writing

Word Choice
The author added variety to
the sentences by using the
word they instead of repeating
birds.

Organization
In this article, the author
gives four examples to
support the idea that
birds are smart.

–By TFK Staff
©TIME For KIds

©Teacher Created Materials, Inc.

Ask and Answer Questions
Here the author included an
unfamiliar word, but gave clues
in the text to help readers
understand.
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This activity
can also be
completed
digitally using
the Focus
on Reading
and Focus
on Writing
sections of the
Technology
Platform.
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Lesson

7

Language Practice
Students will practice determining the meaning of unknown or unfamiliar words.

Revising Your Writing

1. Explain that all writing has to be clear for readers to
understand it. One way to do that is to use words
that have a clear meaning in the context of the story.
Even if a word is unfamiliar, readers can often figure
out the meaning by thinking about how it fits into the
rest of the story. Using the examples to the right and
in the Student Handbook, page 56, think aloud as you
demonstrate how to use the story to learn information
about unfamiliar words.

Examples
Crows use tools. They use twigs
to dig up food.
Tools are something you use to
help you do something.
Jays can remember. These
birds hide lots of seeds and nuts.
Months later, the jays can find
the food.
To remember is to recall
something from the past.

2. Have students turn to the Showing Meaning activity
sheets (Student Handbook, pages 57–58). Read
the directions aloud. Then, read the example word
aloud. Next, read the sentence containing the word.
Discuss how you can use the sentence to understand
the meaning of the word. Demonstrate how to circle
the correct picture showing the meaning of the word
according to the sentence. Have students circle the
correct answer on their activity sheets, too. Read the
next word and sentence aloud. Give students time to
circle the correct picture. Repeat this process for the
remaining words.

3. When complete, share and discuss, using the Answer Keys below.
____________
_______________ Date
Name _______________

Lesson

Showing Meaning

7
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wave
A huge ocean wave
crashed onto the
beach.

2.

© Teacher Created Materials

park
I am going to park the
car.

5.
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nails
The builder used nails
to hold the board
down.
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gemstone.
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Lesson

The Writing Process

7

Prewriting

“

Drafting

1. When we write an opinion piece, we

give our opinion, or claim. In ‘Birds Are
Brainy,’ the author makes the claim that
birds are smart. The author also gives
several reasons this is true. Today, we’ll
give our opinion of the most beautiful wild
animal. We’ll draw the animal. We will label
two parts that make it beautiful. Then we’ll
write a sentence. When we are done, we’ll
ask each other for another detail. Then we
can go back and add it in.

”

2. As a class, brainstorm beautiful animals in
the wild, sharing details about what makes
each beautiful. (peacock, toucan, lion)

Collaborative Writing: As a group,
discuss the animal students will write
about, and make a list of animal
characteristics.

3. Model how to plan your writing using
sketches on the Animal Label Graphic
Organizer, (Student Handbook, page 59) with
the examples provided in Drafting Step 1.
Scaffolded graphic organizers are available
on the Technology Platform.

4. Provide assistance as students complete the
graphic organizer independently or in pairs.

Art of Persuasion
In order to persuade readers that their
animal is beautiful, students can create
convincing illustrations that include details
and accurate colors. Their labels can also
highlight the beautiful aspects of the
animal.

© Teacher Created Materials

1. Model how to use the graphic organizer to
transfer ideas onto the Animal Label Frame
(Student Handbook, page 60).

“

As I plan my writing, I can use my
graphic organizer to help me. In my
opinion, the giraffe is the most beautiful
wild animal. My first sentence will be The
giraffe is the most beautiful animal in the
wild. On my graphic organizer, I drew two
parts of the giraffe that make it beautiful.
One is its long neck. The other is its
eyes. I think giraffes have unique long
necks. I also think they have beautiful big
eyes with long eyelashes. So, my second
sentence will be It is beautiful because it
has a long neck and big eyes.

”

Revising Your Writing

Students will create a labeled illustration about their opinion of the most beautiful wild
animal. Before beginning the writing process, introduce the lesson’s rubric as well as revisit the
Opinion/Argument Model Lesson in the Best Practices Guide (pages 60–71) as needed.

2. Once the frame is complete, you can choose
to have students rewrite their sentences on
the Animal Label Draft (Student Handbook,
pages 61–62). Use the reverse side of the
page for additional space, if needed.

Differentiated
Instruction
1 Language Support: In pairs, have
students share the reasons they think their
animal is the most beautiful, recording
key vocabulary words based on their
explanations.

2 Challenge: Invite students to include
descriptive terms of the animal’s beautiful
traits. (The giraffe has long eyelashes. The
giraffe has a long, skinny neck.) In their
sentences, encourage students to include
reasons to support their stated opinion.

23987—Write TIME For Kids Opinion/Argument Teacher’s Guide—Level K

This activity
can also be
completed
digitally using
the Graphic
Organizer
and Writing
Task sections
of the
Technology
Platform.
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Lesson

7

The Writing Process

Revising Your Writing

Revising and Editing
1. After the piece is complete, demonstrate
how to revise and edit your own writing.
Read your labels and highlight your opinion
sentence and two details. Discuss how you
can add more labels in order to highlight
other beautiful aspects of the animal.
Also, consider how to expand your opinion
sentence to include an additional reason to
support the opinion. Invite students to offer
suggestions on how to improve your drawing
by including an additional detail to make it
more realistic. Model how you will revise and
edit your writing based on the feedback you
received.

2. Invite students to independently review their
own labels. Ask them to highlight their
opinion, and two details. Also, encourage
them to think about how they could add
more details to their drawing.

4 Assessment
1. Revisit the Essential Question by having
students explain how they were able to
improve their writing by adding details and
additional information to the written text
and/or the drawing.

2. Have students self-assess their writing
using their draft activity sheet directions
(Student Handbook, page 61). Then, assess
students’ writing using the rubric on page 65.
If possible, conference individually with each
student, providing your feedback and offering
next steps.

Collaborative Writing: In pairs, have
students assess each other’s writing using
the draft activity sheet directions as a
guideline.

3. Store students’ labels in their writing folders.

Publishing Ideas

Collaborative Writing: In pairs, have

students share their labels. When each
student finishes reading, ask the other
student either to share one thing they
liked about the writing or ask a question
about the text. Model how to use sentence
starters, such as Another detail you can add
is _____ or I agree your animal is beautiful
because _____. Specificity is the heart of
feedback. Circulate and monitor student
feedback as they share. Remind students
that their projects should include a detailed
drawing, two labels, and a sentence stating
the student’s opinion about the animal.
Invite students to revise and edit their
writing based on peer feedback.

Provide time for students to share their work
with the rest of the class. Have students stand
up, show their illustration, and read the labels,
describing the beautiful aspects of their animal.
After everyone has shared, have students vote
for their favorite animal in several different
categories. (most beautiful feathers, best color,
best design pattern, best facial expression)

Digital Writing Practice: If possible,
students should complete their
revising and editing using the
Technology Platform from which
they can print their final drafts.
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Learn from
the Experts
For more information about the craft
of writing, read what the author has
to say in “Listen to the Author” on
the back of the card.
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Lesson

Writing Rubric

7

4
Drawing

Labels

Revisions

Language
(Grammar,
Usage, and
Mechanics)

3

2

1

Includes a
relevant and
recognizable
drawing that
clearly depicts
the animal with
a high level of
detail.
Clear and accurate
labels for two
beautiful qualities
of the animal.

Includes a
relevant and
recognizable
drawing depicting
the animal with
some details.

Clearly labels two Labels one
beautiful qualities beautiful quality
of the animal.
of the animal.

Attempts to
include one label.

Independently
incorporates
feedback and
effectively revises
and improves
writing.
Always uses words
appropriately
and accurately,
according to their
meanings.

With some
guidance,
incorporates
feedback and
revises writing.

With considerable
guidance and
support, revises
and improves
writing.

Attempts to
revise writing
with constant
guidance and
support.

Usually uses words
appropriately
and accurately,
according to their
meanings.

Sometimes
uses words
appropriately
and accurately,
according to their
meanings.

Attempts to
use words
appropriately
and accurately,
according to their
meanings.

© Teacher Created Materials

Includes a basic
recognizable
drawing depicting
the animal with
few details.

Includes an
unrelated or
unrecognizable
drawing.

23987—Write TIME For Kids Opinion/Argument Teacher’s Guide—Level K

Revising Your Writing

Use this rubric to assess students’ writing, assigning a number to each part and averaging the
four for a final mark. For example, a 4 for Drawing, a 3 for Labels, a 2 for Revisions, and a 3 for
Language averages to a 3 overall (12 ÷ 4 = 3).
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Lesson

7

Lesson Extensions

Revising Your Writing

Think Like a Reader
Suggested Answers
1. Crows use twigs as tools. They use them to
dig up food.

2. Sparrows tell each other with their songs if
there is danger nearby.

Think Like a Writer
Suggested Answers
1. The author explains that birds are smart
because they remember where they
hid food months later, warn each other
about danger by singing, using tools, and
building houses.

2. Jays are smart because they hide their
food and can remember where it is hidden
months later.

Digital Writing Practice
Encourage students to think about today’s
lesson about opinion/argument writing.
Then, read aloud and discuss the Lesson 7
Writing Prompt found on the Digital
Resources USB Device.



Note: To set up students for success,
brainstorm ideas along with key words and
offer genre-specific support.

Home Extensions

1. Have students ask a family member to list reasons why he or she
is smart. Have them create an I Am Smart! poster showing at
least two things that make their family member smart.

2. If desired, ask students to complete the Write TIME For Kids
activity on the back of the card as a homework activity or as an
in-class extension.
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Lesson

Name_______________________________ Date_____________

1 Birds

Card ➐

Birds Are Brainy

are smart. They have good memories.
They make nests. They sing songs.

Jays can
remember.

Crows use tools.

3 These

birds use
twigs to dig up food.

STEVE MASLOWSKI / SCIENCE SOURCE

Opinion/
Argument

2 These

birds hide lots
of seeds and nuts.
Months later, the jays
find the food.

THIERRY VAN BAELINGHEM/SCIENCE SOURCE

PATRICK BARRY | DREAMSTIME.COM

Opinion/
Argument

7

Bowerbirds build.

4 Sparrows
JIM ZIPP / SCIENCE SOURCE

talk to each
other with songs. One
kind of song means
danger is near.

TCM 23697
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Sparrows sing.

bowerbird builds
a home of sticks. It
puts colorful things
in its home.

Opinion/Argument

5A
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Lesson

7

Name_______________________________ Date_____________

Showing Meaning

You can use the story to help you learn
information about unfamiliar words.
Examples

Crows use tools. They use
twigs to dig up food.
Tools are something you use

to help you do something.

Jays can remember. These
birds hide lots of seeds and
nuts. Months later, the jays
can find the food.

Opinion/Argument

To remember is to recall
something from the past.
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Name_______________________________ Date_____________

Showing Meaning

Lesson

7

Part 1: LetÕs Practice
Directions: Circle the picture that shows the right
meaning.
Example

pitcher

3.		
diamond

The pitcher was ready
to start the game.

The ring has a diamond
gemstone.

1.		
nails

4.		
trip

2.		
wave

5.		
park

The builder used nails
to hold the board
down.

© Teacher Created Materials

I am going to park the
car.

24032—Write TIME For KidsStudent Handbook

Opinion/Argument

A huge ocean wave
crashed onto the
beach.

My family is going on a
trip.
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Lesson

7

Name_______________________________ Date_____________

Showing Meaning

Opinion/Argument

Part 2: LetÕs Apply
Directions: Write a word for the picture.
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Name_______________________________ Date_____________

Animal Label
Graphic Organizer

Lesson

7

Directions: Use this to plan your writing.

Illustration

Label

Label
Opinion/Argument
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Lesson

7

Name_______________________________ Date_____________

Animal Label Frame

Directions: Use this frame to write.

is the most

The

beautiful animal in the wild. It is beautiful because

label

.

Opinion/Argument

label

and
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Name_______________________________ Date_____________

Animal Label Draft

Lesson

7

Directions: Your draft must include:
r 1. A picture
r 2. Two labels

r 3. Revisions
r 4. Correct meaning of words

Opinion/Argument
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Animal Label Draft

Opinion/Argument

7

Name_______________________________ Date_____________
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Birds Are Brainy

Birds are smart. They have good memories.
They make nests. They sing songs.

Jays can
remember.

STEVE MASLOWSKI / SCIENCE SOURCE

These birds hide lots
of seeds and nuts.
Months later, the jays
find the food.

Crows use tools.

These birds use
twigs to dig up food.

Bowerbirds build.

Sparrows sing.

JIM ZIPP / SCIENCE SOURCE

Sparrows talk to each
other with songs. One
kind of song means
danger is near.
TCM 23697
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A bowerbird builds
a home of sticks. It
puts colorful things
in its home.
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Opinion/
Argument

Card ➐

THIERRY VAN BAELINGHEM/SCIENCE SOURCE

PATRICK BARRY | DREAMSTIME.COM

Opinion/
Argument
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Opinion/Argument

Revising Your Writing
Vocabulary
twigs (noun): Twigs
are small, thin
pieces of a tree
or bush.

Think Like a Reader
➊ What tools do crows use?
How do they use them?

➋ What do sparrows tell each
other with songs?

Write TIME
What animal do
you think is smart?
Draw it and write
about why you
think it is smart.

Think Like a Writer
➊ What examples does the
author give to show that
birds are smart?

➋ What can jays do that
shows they are smart?

Listen to the Au thor
You want what you write
to be clear and fun. Other
people can help you. Let
your friends, family, and
teacher read the first
draft. Ask them to show
you what they do not
TCM 23697
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understand. Do they have
any ideas for you? Make
changes based on what
they say. That is how good
authors make their writing
better.
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