
Table of Contents

Cover (1 page)

Table of Contents (1 page)

Pacing Plan (1 page)

Teacher Notes (2 pages)

Teacher Book Sample

Reading Language Arts

Grade 4

tcmpub.com | 800.858.7339 138465s

Grade

4
Grade

4
G

rad
e 3

G
rad

e 3
G

rad
e 3

G
rad

e 4
P

racticin
g

 fo
r Su

ccess: STA
A

R
 R

ead
in

g
 Lan

g
u

ag
e A

rts 
Teach

er’s G
u

id
e

STAAR
Practicing for Success

®

UPDATED
for the

STAAR
REDESIGN

UPDATED
for the

STAAR
REDESIGN

Reading Language Arts

Teacher’s Guide

9©  | Teacher Created Materials 138465—Practicing for Success: STAAR Reading Language Arts

Introduction

Pacing Plan
The following six-week pacing plan is designed to provide students with a variety of strategies for analyzing texts . 
Lessons in the student book appear in this order and can be used to prepare students in just 30 minutes a day . You can 
customize this pacing plan according to students’ needs .

Unit Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Analyzing 
Language to 
Understand Texts

4 .3 (A, B, C, D) 
Guided Practice

4 .3 (A, B, C, D) 
Partner Practice

4 .6F; 4 .7C; 4 .9B; 
4 .10D 
Guided Practice

4 .6F; 4 .7C; 4 .9B; 
4 .10D 
Partner Practice

4 .3 (A, B, C, D); 
4 .6F; 4 .7C; 4 .9B; 
4 .10D 
Independent 
Practice

Using Characters 
and Plot to 
Analyze Themes

4 .8 (A, B); 4 .9A; 
4 .10E 
Guided Practice

4 .8 (A, B); 4 .9A; 
4 .10E 
Partner Practice

4 .7D; 4 .8 (C, D); 
4 .9C 
Guided Practice

4 .7D; 4 .8 (C, D); 
4 .9C 
Partner Practice

4 .7D; 4 .8 (A, 
B, C, D); 4 .9C; 
4 .10E 
Independent 
Practice

Comprehending 
Texts by 
Analyzing 
Evidence

4 .9 (Ei, Eii, Eiii) 
Guided Practice

4 .9 (Ei, Eii, Eiii) 
Partner Practice

4 .6 (G, H); 4 .9 
(Di, Dii) 
Guided Practice

4 .6 (G, H); 4 .9 
(Di, Dii) 
Partner Practice

4 .6 (G, H); 4 .9 
(Di, Dii, Ei, Eii, 
Eiii) 
Independent 
Practice

Understanding 
an Author’s 
Argument and 
Reasons for 
Writing

4 .9 (Diii); 4 .10 
(A, B, C) 
Guided Practice

4 .9 (Diii); 4 .10 
(A, B, C) 
Partner Practice

4 .6 (C, E); 4 .10 
(F, G) 
Guided Practice

4 .6 (C, E); 4 .10 
(F, G) 
Partner Practice

4 .6 (C, E); 4 .9 
(Diii); 4 .10 (A, B, 
C, F, G) 
Independent 
Practice

Revising and 
Editing Texts

Text 1 
4 .2B (i, iii); 
4 .11Bi; 4 .11C; 
4 .11D (i, iii, vi) 
Guided Practice

Text 1 
4 .2B (i, iii); 
4 .11Bi; 4 .11C; 
4 .11D (i, iii, vi) 
Guided Practice

Text 2 
4 .2 Bii; 4 .11 (Bi, 
Div, Dv, Dvii, 
Dviii) 
Partner Practice

Text 2 
4 .2 Bii; 4 .11 (Bi, 
Div, Dv, Dvii, 
Dviii) 
Partner Practice

Text 3 
4 .2 (Biv, Bv, Bvi); 
4 .11 (Dii, Dix, 
Dx, Dxi) 
Independent 
Practice

Practice Test Reading 
(Items 1–18)

Reading 
(Items 19–26)

Revising 
and Editing 
(Items 27–41)

Practice Test 
Review Celebration
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4.8A, 4.8B, 4.9A, 4.10E—Character and Theme

Characterization and Theme
This lesson guides students as they work on pages 18–19 .

TEKS Lesson Focus 
Reading Standard 4.8A and 4.8B—The student recognizes and analyzes 
literary elements within and across increasingly complex traditional, 
contemporary, classical, and diverse literary texts . The student is expected 
to: (A) infer basic themes supported by text evidence and (B) explain the 
interactions of the characters and the changes they undergo .

Reading Standard 4.9A—The student recognizes and analyzes genre-specific characteristics, structures, and purposes 
within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse texts . The student is expected 
to: (A) demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well-known children’s literature such as folktales, 
fables, legends, myths, and tall tales .

Reading Standard 4.10E—The student uses critical inquiry to analyze the author’s choices and how they influence and 
communicate meaning within a variety of texts . The student analyzes and applies author’s craft purposefully in order to 
develop his or her own products and performances . The student is expected to: (E) identify and understand the use of 
literary devices, including first- or third-person point of view .

Guided Practice 
 1. Tell students that strong writers show readers the theme of a story by creating characters who grow and change 

when they face problems .

 2. Have students pay attention to the steps you take as you model how to find the problem in the story and notice 
how characters change through their actions, dialogue, and inner thinking .

After you finish reading paragraph 3, 
model step 2 of “Notice When 
Characters Change” by thinking 
aloud how Manco Cápac and Mama 
Ocllo have changed when facing 
the problem with their brothers. 
They are defending the humans and 
punishing their brothers for their 
cruel behavior.

After reading paragraph 4, review 
your annotations for step 2 of 
“Notice When Characters Change.” 
Then, complete the strategy by 
discussing step 3: Manco Cápac, 
Mama Ocllo, and Inti learned 
that not everyone has the best 
intentions, and it is important to 
protect people.

After you finish reading paragraphs 
1–3, model step 1 of “Notice When 
Characters Change” by pointing out 
the problem: Manco Cápac’s and 
Mama Ocllo’s father want them to 
teach the humans, but their brothers 
want to rule the empire themselves.

Answers for page 19—1. D; 2. B; 3. B; C

Putting It All Together 
After you read the final paragraph, ask students what lesson they learned from the myth .

After you finish reading paragraph 
5, model step 2 of “Notice When 
Characters Change” by comparing 
Manco Cápac and Mama Ocllo to 
their brothers. It is important to 
identify that Manco Cápac and Mama 
Ocllo want to help the humans and 
are trusted by their father, and their 
brothers do not and are not.

Teacher Tips
Providing students with a symbol 
for characterization (dialogue, 
inner thinking, revealing action) 
can support the identification and 
analysis of character change .
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Introduction

Pacing Plan
The following six-week pacing plan is designed to provide students with a variety of strategies for analyzing texts. 
Lessons in the student book appear in this order and can be used to prepare students in just 30 minutes a day. You can 
customize this pacing plan according to students’ needs.

Unit Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Analyzing 
Language to 
Understand Texts

4.3 (A, B, C, D) 
Guided Practice

4.3 (A, B, C, D) 
Partner Practice

4.6F; 4.7C; 4.9B; 
4.10D 
Guided Practice

4.6F; 4.7C; 4.9B; 
4.10D 
Partner Practice

4.3 (A, B, C, D); 
4.6F; 4.7C; 4.9B; 
4.10D 
Independent 
Practice

Using Characters 
and Plot to 
Analyze Themes

4.8 (A, B); 4.9A; 
4.10E 
Guided Practice

4.8 (A, B); 4.9A; 
4.10E 
Partner Practice

4.7D; 4.8 (C, D); 
4.9C 
Guided Practice

4.7D; 4.8 (C, D); 
4.9C 
Partner Practice

4.7D; 4.8 (A, 
B, C, D); 4.9C; 
4.10E 
Independent 
Practice

Comprehending 
Texts by 
Analyzing 
Evidence

4.9 (Ei, Eii, Eiii) 
Guided Practice

4.9 (Ei, Eii, Eiii) 
Partner Practice

4.6 (G, H); 4.9 
(Di, Dii) 
Guided Practice

4.6 (G, H); 4.9 
(Di, Dii) 
Partner Practice

4.6 (G, H); 4.9 
(Di, Dii, Ei, Eii, 
Eiii) 
Independent 
Practice

Understanding 
an Author’s 
Argument and 
Reasons for 
Writing

4.9 (Diii); 4.10 
(A, B, C) 
Guided Practice

4.9 (Diii); 4.10 
(A, B, C) 
Partner Practice

4.6 (C, E); 4.10 
(F, G) 
Guided Practice

4.6 (C, E); 4.10 
(F, G) 
Partner Practice

4.6 (C, E); 4.9 
(Diii); 4.10 (A, B, 
C, F, G) 
Independent 
Practice

Revising and 
Editing Texts

Text 1 
4.2B (i, iii); 
4.11Bi; 4.11C; 
4.11D (i, iii, vi) 
Guided Practice

Text 1 
4.2B (i, iii); 
4.11Bi; 4.11C; 
4.11D (i, iii, vi) 
Guided Practice

Text 2 
4.2 Bii; 4.11 (Bi, 
Div, Dv, Dvii, 
Dviii) 
Partner Practice

Text 2 
4.2 Bii; 4.11 (Bi, 
Div, Dv, Dvii, 
Dviii) 
Partner Practice

Text 3 
4.2 (Biv, Bv, Bvi); 
4.11 (Dii, Dix, 
Dx, Dxi) 
Independent 
Practice

Practice Test Reading 
(Items 1–18)

Reading 
(Items 19–26)

Revising 
and Editing 
(Items 27–41)

Practice Test 
Review Celebration
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4.8A, 4.8B, 4.9A, 4.10E—Character and Theme

Characterization and Theme
This lesson guides students as they work on pages 18–19.

TEKS Lesson Focus 
Reading Standard 4.8A and 4.8B—The student recognizes and analyzes 
literary elements within and across increasingly complex traditional, 
contemporary, classical, and diverse literary texts. The student is expected 
to: (A) infer basic themes supported by text evidence and (B) explain the 
interactions of the characters and the changes they undergo.

Reading Standard 4.9A—The student recognizes and analyzes genre-specific characteristics, structures, and purposes 
within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse texts. The student is expected 
to: (A) demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well-known children’s literature such as folktales, 
fables, legends, myths, and tall tales.

Reading Standard 4.10E—The student uses critical inquiry to analyze the author’s choices and how they influence and 
communicate meaning within a variety of texts. The student analyzes and applies author’s craft purposefully in order to 
develop his or her own products and performances. The student is expected to: (E) identify and understand the use of 
literary devices, including first- or third-person point of view.

Guided Practice 
	 1.	 Tell students that strong writers show readers the theme of a story by creating characters who grow and change 

when they face problems.

	 2.	 Have students pay attention to the steps you take as you model how to find the problem in the story and notice 
how characters change through their actions, dialogue, and inner thinking.

After you finish reading paragraph 3, 
model step 2 of “Notice When 
Characters Change” by thinking 
aloud how Manco Cápac and Mama 
Ocllo have changed when facing 
the problem with their brothers. 
They are defending the humans and 
punishing their brothers for their 
cruel behavior.

After reading paragraph 4, review 
your annotations for step 2 of 
“Notice When Characters Change.” 
Then, complete the strategy by 
discussing step 3: Manco Cápac, 
Mama Ocllo, and Inti learned 
that not everyone has the best 
intentions, and it is important to 
protect people.

After you finish reading paragraphs 
1–3, model step 1 of “Notice When 
Characters Change” by pointing out 
the problem: Manco Cápac’s and 
Mama Ocllo’s father want them to 
teach the humans, but their brothers 
want to rule the empire themselves.

Answers for page 19—1. D; 2. B; 3. B; C

Putting It All Together 
After you read the final paragraph, ask students what lesson they learned from the myth.

After you finish reading paragraph 
5, model step 2 of “Notice When 
Characters Change” by comparing 
Manco Cápac and Mama Ocllo to 
their brothers. It is important to 
identify that Manco Cápac and Mama 
Ocllo want to help the humans and 
are trusted by their father, and their 
brothers do not and are not.

Teacher Tips
Providing students with a symbol 
for characterization (dialogue, 
inner thinking, revealing action) 
can support the identification and 
analysis of character change.
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4.8A, 4.8B, 4.9A, 4.10E—Character and Theme

Partner Practice 

This lesson guides students as they work on pages 20–21.

	 1.	 Explain to students they will be reading “The Wolf and the Heron” a second time to focus on character 
development within the story.

	 2.	 Remind students to use the steps for “Notice When Characters Change.”

	 3.	 Direct students to use the guiding questions to help them identify the problem and notice how characters are 
changing.

Answers for page 21—1. C; 
2. B; 3. A; 4. C

Answers for page 27—1. A; 2. B; 3. B; 
4. The third-person point of view helps 
the reader understand both Maui’s 
and his brothers’ actions. For example, 
“While they were far out at sea fishing, 
one of the brothers grabbed the 
basket to put a fish in—and uncovered 
Maui.” Another example is, “but Maui 
wished on his magic fishhook that 
the seashore would look farther and 
farther away.”

As you circulate, listen in to student 
conversations about the plot. Notice 
which students can identify the 
problem and are striving to do so. 
Bring students together for a quick 
small-group discussion about how to 
find the problem in a story.

As you circulate, notice 
which students are 
identifying the problem. 
Remind students to annotate 
as they work independently. 
Use this time to support 
students in one-on-one or 
small-group instruction.

Make sure students are annotating 
for the problem, character actions, 
dialogue, and inner thoughts.

Putting It All Together
Remind students that how and why a character changes tells readers the central message.

Independent Practice 

This lesson guides students as they work on pages 26–27.

	 1.	 Tell students that this will be an opportunity to apply their new skills on their own.
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