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Teacher’s Guide

30 easy-to-use, standards-based lesson plans 

Student Guided Practice Book
Full-color reading passages and student 
activities

Assessment Guide

Includes a pretest, posttest, and oral reading 
record

3 Literacy Game Sets

Each game set includes a game board, 
directions, answer key, and game pieces.

Digital and Audio Resources 

Audio CD

Includes professional recordings of all 30 
passages.

3 Digital Literacy Games

Digital Literacy Games focus on key  
word-recognition skills, language conventions, 
and comprehension strategies

Digital Resources 
• PDFs of all student materials (passages,

game sets, activity sheets, assessments,
etc.)

• PDFs of teacher resources (graphic
organizers, rubrics, pacing plans, etc.)

• Digital Literacy Games
• Electronic versions of the Pretest and

Posttest and recording tools

Assessment Guide

L
evel K Level K

directions

How to Win
Match uppercase and lowercase letters to cover your corner.Setting Up

 Letter Match game board game cards
 game markers Answer Key

1. Place the game board in the middle of all players.
2. Place the cards on the game board.3. Each player picks a corner of the game board.  The tallest 

player goes first.  Then, play moves to the left.  Game Time 
1. Draw a card.  Try to match the uppercase letter on your 

card with a lowercase letter in your corner.  (Check the 
Answer Key if you need to.)2. If you make a match, cover the letter in your corner with a 

game marker.  If not, it is the next player’s turn.
3. The first player to cover all letters in his or her corner 

wins!  

Note: If you run out of cards, shuffle the used cards and play 
with them again. 

21975 (i9572)—Focused Reading—Letter Match Game Set 
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Getting Started
1.	 Prior to instruction, administer the

Pretest.  This assessment covers all the
comprehension skills and objectives
for this level of the program.  It can
be used to determine which concepts
have already been mastered by each
individual student, as well as which
lessons concepts still need to be taught. 

Note: Depending on students’ abilities, 
you may wish to read the Pretest aloud to 
students or use the professional recording 
found on the Audio CD.

Note: Use the Pretest Item Analysis 
(filenames: pretestanalysis.doc; 
pretestanalysis.pdf, pretestanalysis.xls) 
to help monitor which skills are the 
most difficult for students and need to 
be focused on.  

2.	 Determine the most appropriate pacing
plan for students.  Use or modify the
pacing plans located on pages 36–39 to
best meets the needs of your students
within instructional context.

© Teacher Created Materials 21165—Focused Reading Intervention Level K—Teacher’s Guide

Option 1: Sample Six-Week Pacing Plan
2 hours/day, 5 days/week
This pacing plan shows how this product can be used over a six-week intervention program.

Six-Week Program (2 hours/day)

Week Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

1

Asking and 
Answering 
Questions: 
Literature
(pages 51–58)

Asking and 
Answering 
Questions: 
Informational Text
(pages 59–66)

Sequencing: 
Literature
(pages 67–74)

Sequencing: 
Informational 
Text
(pages 75–82)

Identifying 
Character
(pages 83–90)

2

Describing 
Connections
(pages 91–98)

Using Picture 
Clues: Literature
(pages 99–106)

Using Picture 
Clues: 
Informational Text
(pages 107–114)

Recognizing 
Genre: Poetry
(pages 115–122)

Recognizing 
Parts of a Book
(pages 123–130)

3

Defining the 
Illustrator’s Role
(pages 131–138)

Defining the 
Author’s Role
(pages 139–146)

Relating Story 
Illustrations
(pages 147–154)

Relating 
Illustrations to 
Text
(pages 155–162)

Identifying 
Reasons
(pages 163–170)

4 Comparing and 
Contrasting
(pages 171–178)

Comparing Texts
(179–186)

Previewing Text: 
Literature
(pages 187–194)

Using Meaning 
Clues
(pages 195–202)

Making 
Predictions 
(pages 203–210)

5 Monitoring 
Comprehension
(pages 211–218)

Summarizing: 
Informational Text
(pages 219–226)

Summarizing: 
Literature 
(pages 227–234)

Identifying 
Main Idea
(pages 235–242)

Asking Deeper 
Questions
(pages 243–250)

6 Connecting 
Events
(pages 251–258)

Using 
Self-Correction 
Strategies
(pages 259–266)

Contrasting Two 
Texts
(pages 267–274)

Identifying 
Setting
(pages 275–282)

Previewing 
Text: 
Informational 
Text 
(pages 283–290)

37

planning for

intervention
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Option 2: Sample Four-Week Pacing Plan  
2 hours/day, 5 days/week
This pacing plan includes 20 key lessons to be taught over a four-week intervention program.  
Teachers can adjust the pacing plan to best meet the needs of their students.

Four-Week Program (2 hours/day)

Week Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

1

Asking and 
Answering 
Questions: 
Literature
(pages 51–58)

Asking and 
Answering 
Questions: 
Informational 
Text
(pages 59–66)

Sequencing: 
Literature 
(pages 67–74)

Sequencing: 
Informational 
Text
(pages 75–82)

Identifying 
Character
(pages 83–90)

2

Describing 
Connections
(pages 91–98)

Using Picture 
Clues: Literature
(pages 99–106)

Using Picture 
Clues: 
Informational 
Text
(pages 107–114)

Recognizing 
Genre: Poetry 
(pages 115–122)

Recognizing 
Parts of a Book
(pages 123–130)

3

Defining the 
Illustrator’s Role
(pages 131–138)

Defining the 
Author’s Role
(pages 139–146)

Relating Story 
Illustrations
(pages 147–154)

Relating 
Illustrations to 
Text
(155–162)

Identifying 
Reasons
(pages 163–170)

4

Comparing and 
Contrasting
(pages 171–178)

Comparing Texts
(pages 179–186)

Previewing Text: 
Literature
(pages 187–194)

Identifying Main 
Idea
(pages 235–242)

Using 
Self-Correction 
Strategies
(pages 259–266)

38

Option 2: Sample Four-Week Pacing Plan  Option 2: Sample Four-Week Pacing Plan  

planning for

intervention Pacing Plans (cont.)
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Option 3: Sample 24-Week Pacing Plan

1 hour/day, 2 days/week

This pacing plan shows how the program can be used in a six-month, after-school program, 
or pull-out intervention that meets for one hour twice a week.  Since each lesson is two hours 
in length, one-half of a lesson is completed each class.  Some lessons are excluded to fit the 
24-week program.  Teachers can adjust the pacing plan to best meet the needs of their students.

Week Day 1 Day 2

1
Lesson 1 (pages 51–56, Warm-
up, Word Work, Whole-Group 
Reading Lesson)

Lesson 1 (pages 57–58, 
Writing, Fluency, Quick Check, 
Differentiated Instruction)

2 Lesson 2 (pages 59–64) Lesson 2 (pages 65–66)

3 Lesson 3 (pages 67–72) Lesson 3 (pages 73–74)

4 Lesson 4 (pages 75–80) Lesson 4 (pages 81–82)

5 Lesson 5 (pages 83–88) Lesson 5 (pages 89–90)

6 Lesson 6 (pages 91–96) Lesson 6 (pages 97–98)

7 Lesson 7 (pages 99–104) Lesson 7 (pages 105–106106)

8 Lesson 8 (pages 107–112) Lesson 8 (pages 113–114)

9 Lesson 9 (pages 115–120) Lesson 9 (pages 121–122)

10 Lesson 10 (pages 123–128) Lesson 10 (pages 129–130)

11 Lesson 11 (pages 131–136) Lesson 11 (pages 137–138)

12 Lesson 12 (pages 139–144) Lesson 12 (pages 145–146)

13 Lesson 13 (pages 147–152) Lesson 13 (pages 153–154)

14 Lesson 14 (pages 155–160) Lesson 14 (pages 161–162)

15 Lesson 15 (pages 163–168) Lesson 15 (pages 169–170)

16 Lesson 16 (pages 171–176) Lesson 16 (pages 177–178)

17 Lesson 17 (pages 179–184) Lesson 17 (pages 185–186)

18 Lesson 18 (pages 187–192) Lesson 18 (pages 193–194)

19 Lesson 20 (pages 203–208) Lesson 20 (pages 209–210)

20 Lesson 23 (pages 227–232) Lesson 23 (pages 233–234)

21 Lesson 24 (pages 235–240) Lesson 24 (pages 241–242)

22 Lesson 27 (pages 259–264) Lesson 27 (pages 265–266)

23 Lesson 29 (pages 275–280) Lesson 29 (pages 281–282)

24 Lesson 30 (pages 283–288) Lesson 30 (pages 289–290)

39
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Name: _________________________________________  Date: ______________________

Pretest
Questions 1–6: Read the passage.  Then, answer the questions.

The End of NASA? 
For 30 years and 135 launches, working on the space-shuttle program was like playing for 

NASA’s all-star team.  People rooted for it.  They wanted to be part of it.  But now that the shuttle 
program has ended, NASA faces a huge challenge: holding onto their top talent.  

Sending astronauts into space was the ultimate mission, and it fired up NASA’s team members.  
Every time a shuttle launched, it was like making it to the World Cup.  Scientists around the world 
admired NASA’s work.  But now, with space shuttles out and unmanned, deep-space exploration 
in, NASA is like the team that didn’t make it into the playoffs.  It’s now more difficult to attract 
and retain top scientists.  The best thinkers are leaving to work on other more interesting 
projects—most often at private businesses.  Space experts call this the “Team B Effect.”

NASA has offered financial bonuses and other benefits for those who have stayed, but unless 
NASA can come up with some exciting new plays for their playbook, it’s unlikely they will be able 
to recruit top-tier players.

1. Which phrase from the passage supports the inference that unmanned space 
exploration is less interesting to scientists than manned missions?

	 A “But now, with space shuttles out and unmanned, deep-space exploration in, NASA 
is like the team that didn’t make it into the playoffs.”

	 B “…it’s unlikely they will be able to recruit top-tier players.”
	 C	“Space experts call this the “Team B Effect.’”
	 D	“For 30 years and 135 launches, working on the space-shuttle program was like 

playing for NASA’s all-star team.”

2. The passage suggests reasons why 
scientists might choose to continue 
working at NASA.  Which one is not 
mentioned?

	 A	exciting research prospects
	 B	the respect of other scientists
	 C	publication of their ideas in a 

professional journal 
	 D	money

3. Based on the comparison the passage 
makes between science and sports, 
which nickname would most likely 
be given to an important employee at 
NASA?  

	 A	Big Fish
	 B	Most Valuable Player
	 C	Rocket Man
	 D	Head Honcho

18

Pretest

Pretest Item Analysis

27
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Teacher’s Guide

Each eight‑page lesson is organized in a consistent format for ease of use.  Teachers may choose 
to complete some or all of the lesson activities in order to best meet the needs of their students. 
Each lesson includes: 

• an overview page with key information for planning
• a key English Language Arts standard
• a Skill Overview providing background information

• a copy of the passage from the Student Guided Practice Book
• a Warm-Up Activity to build students’ automaticity in reading

high‑frequency words
• time markers to indicate the approximate time for instruction

• a Word Work section focusing on foundational language and
vocabulary skills

• use of the Gradual Release of Responsibility Model in the
Whole-Group Comprehension section

• a Written Response activity that ties to the reading skill
Note: You may wish to use the digital version of the writing
prompt found on the Digital Resource USB Device to provide
practice for the electronic testing environments.

• fluency practice activities to build oral reading skills
• differentiation strategies to support and extend learning
• literacy learning games to motivate students to develop and

reinforce mastery of basic skills

21165—Focused Reading Intervention Level K—Teacher’s Guide 
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24
Identifying Main Idea (cont.)

 1. Say, “The illustrations for Up to You also show me more information about making 

good choices.  The words and pictures together tell us the main idea.”

 2. Say, “Let’s see if the pictures follow what the author tells us.”
 1. Ask, “Are the children in the pictures making good choices?  Let’s look at the first 

photograph.  In what way is the child with the water bottle making a good choice?”  

(She is sharing it.) 2. Ask, “How is the child on the scooter being careful?  (He is wearing a helmet.)  How 

is the child in the pool being careful and thinking first before acting?”  (She is helping 

her friend adjust or put on her goggles.)  Repeat with the remaining photographs. 

 1. Say, “Authors try to tell us information through their words and pictures so we will 

understand what is most important.  What have you learned today about picking out 

the important idea from what you read?”  Encourage student responses.

 2. Assist students as they complete the It Is My Choice activity sheet (Student Guided 

Practice Book, page 147) either now or during the Differentiated Instruction portion of 

the lesson. 

 1.  1.  1.  1.  1. 

I Do

 1.  1.  1.  1. 

We Do

 1.  1.  1.  1.  1. 

You Do

Whole-Group Lesson (cont.)

After Reading 
min.

240
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Lesson 

24
Identifying Main Idea (cont.)

 1. Display the PDF of Up to You.  Before reading, draw students’ attention to the letter 
u at the beginning of Up and ask them to identify the sound.  Then, read the word 
Up, emphasizing the /u/ sound.  Tell students to listen for the /u/ sound as they read 
the story and also to notice the author’s use of capital letters and periods.  Play the 
professional recording from the Audio CD to model proper fluency of Up to You or 
read aloud as students follow along, modeling how to point to each word as you read it.

 2. Say, “I remember that when I read this story, I needed to pay attention to the main 
idea.  So I need to think about what the author is trying to tell me.” 3. Say, “Let’s think about that as we read Up to You again.”

 1. Have students read Up to You (Student Guided Practice Book, page 144) with you as 
you read it aloud.  Encourage students to track each word with their finger. 2. Ask, “What does the author tell us?  (Make good choices.  Be careful.  Think.)  The 
author tells us to think and be careful because these are ways of doing what?”  (making 
good choices)

 3. Say, “Most importantly, the author probably wants to tell us that not only should we 
make good choices, but that it is up to each of us to make our own good choices.”

 1. Guide students as they complete the Make a Good Choice activity sheet (Student 
Guided Practice Book, page 146).

 1.  1.  1.  1.  1.  1. 
I Do

 1.  1.  1.  1. 
We Do

 1.  1.  1.  1.  1. 
You Do

Whole-Group Lesson (cont.)
During Reading min.

239
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Identifying Main IdeaLearning Objectives  Foundational Skills: 
 • Demonstrate understanding of the organization and 

basic features of print. • Recognize and name uppercase and lowercase letters of 
the alphabet and their corresponding sound (Uu).

• Read common high-frequency words by sight.Conventions: Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 

when writing.

Vocabulary: Use the most frequently occurring inflections 

and affixes as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word.Reading Informational Text: With prompting and support, 

identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.Writing: Write about a good choice to make.
Progress Monitoring  The Student Guided Practice Book pages below can be used 

to formally and informally assess student understanding of 

the concepts.

Materials
 • Student Guided Practice Book (pages 144–149)• Up to You (filename: uptoyou.pdf)
• Audio CD (Track 24)• Literacy Game Sets• Digital Literacy Games• note cards

• timer
• crayons

Skill Overview: Identifying Main Idea  
Authors of nonfiction usually try to communicate a main idea or message in their writing.  By reading Up to You, students will determine the main thing the author wants to say to them.  Students will also identify the print name and sound for the letter Uu.

Your life is up to you.  It is up to you 
to make good choices.  Be careful.  
Think first, and then act.  You cannot 
undo what you do.  It is up to you.

Up to YouUpUpUpUp to YouYouYouYouYouYouYou

21174—Focused Reading—Student Guided Practice Book © Teacher Created Materials
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Name: _______________________ Date: ________

It Is My Choice 
Directions: Draw a picture of you making a good choice.  Write or dictate a sentence telling about your choice.
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Your life is up to you. It is up to you 
to make good choices. Be careful. 
Think first, and then act. You cannot
undo what you do. It is up to you.

Up to You

Name: _______________________ Date: ________Word Work  Part 1: Letter Uu  Directions: Write a word from the Word Bank on the 

line.

Word Banknut cup rug bug
 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

Part 2: Vocabulary   
Directions: Add -ful to each word to make a new 

word. 

 1 care 
 2 hope 

 3 joy 
 4 help 

ful
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Written Response

Name: _______________________ Date: ________

Directions: Trace the letters.  Then, write your 
own letters.

Directions: Draw what happens when you make 
a poor choice.  Then, write about it.
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Name: _______________________ Date: ________

Make a Good Choice 
Directions: Color the picture that shows a good 

choice.

21174—Focused Reading—Student Guided Practice Book 
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Quick Check

Name: _______________________ Date: ________
 1 Which word starts 

with the same sound 
as under? A up B flu C cut

 2 What does careful 
mean? A not using care

 B using care C dangerous
 3 What is the main 

idea?
 A Be careful. B It is up to you to make good choices. C Think first, and then act.

 4 What is the author 
telling you? A You cannot do everything. B It is important to make good choices. C Choices are not up to you.
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Your life is up to you.  It is up to you 

to make good choices.  Be careful.  

Think first, and then act.  You cannot 

undo what you do.  It is up to you.

Up to YouUpUpUpUp to YouYouYouYouYouYouYou

Identifying Main Idea (cont.)

Warm-Up Activity min.

Remind students that high-frequency words are the most commonly used words in texts.  

Recognition of and repeated exposure to these words is essential to fluent reading.  Write 

each word on a card and review the pronunciations.  Have students play a game of Hot 

Potato.  Put a one minute timer in the center of the group.  The first student holds the 

stack of cards, reads the card on top, and passes it to the student on the right.  That 

student flips to the next card, reads the word quickly, and passes the stack.  The cards 

continue circulating until the timer rings.  The student holding the cards is out.  Play 

continues in the same manner until there is a winner.

work our               name               man say
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Lesson 

24 Identifying Main Idea (cont.)

 1. Say, “When an author writes, he or she usually tries to send a message.  This is called 

the main idea.  I know that this story is going to be about making choices, so I think 

the main idea will be about how to make good choices.”
 2. Say, “When I read, I’m also going to pay attention to the sentences the author writes.  I 

should see a capital letter at the beginning of each sentence and a period at the end.”
 1. Write the following sentence on the board, and read it aloud: Your life is up to you.

 2. Say, “This is a sentence we’ll read today.  How does it begin?  (with a capital l)  How 

does it end?  (with a period)  I wonder if we can guess what the main idea of the story 

might be just by thinking about that sentence.  What do you think it means that ‘your 

life is up to you?’”  Encourage responses. 3. Say, “The author will probably tell us other things that will be details, but there will be 

one main message, so we should look for that as we read.”

 1. Have student pairs answer: what is something that is all up to you?

 1.  1.  1.  1.  1. 
I Do

 1.  1.  1. 
 2.  2.  2. 

 1.  1. 
We Do

 1.  1.  1.  1. 
You Do

Whole-Group LessonBefore Reading min.

Engage students in a discussion about choices.  Explain that 

a choice is when a decision is made.  For example, I choose 

to watch TV or play a game.  Have each child share a choice 

they will make for an after school activity.  After school, I 
choose to _____.

Language Support
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Word Work
Letter Uu min.

 1. Begin by introducing the print letter u and short /u/ sound.  Encourage students to listen 

carefully to the sound, and then, say the word up.

 2. Emphasize the sound at the beginning of the word and ask students to think of other 

words they know that begin with the /u/ sound.  (undo, umbrella, under)  Have students 

make the /u/ sound with you three times, and then, say up.

 3. Guide students as they complete Part 1 of the Word Work activity sheet (Student Guided 

Practice Book, page 145) for additional practice with the letter Uu.

Vocabulary min.

careful               helpful

 1. Write the word care on the board, and ask, “What does it mean if I care for you or I do 

something with care?  Have you ever taken care of someone?  What does that mean?”

 2. Say, “Care means to ‘look after’ or ‘be gentle with someone or something.’  We can also 

add an ending to the word.”  Add -ful to the word on the board.  Say, “When I add this 

ending to the word, I get careful.  For example, I should be careful not to fall down.  It 

means that I am full of care.”  Invite students to use the word careful in sentences of their 

own.

 3. Tell students they will see the word careful when they read today.

 4. Repeat the process with helpful.

 5. Guide students as they complete Part 2 of the Word Work activity sheet (Student Guided 

Practice Book, page 145) for additional practice with vocabulary.
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Identifying Main Idea (cont.)

237

Teaching a Lesson
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Literacy Game Sets

Digital Literacy Games

Literacy Games
Divide students into groups.  Assign each 
group to one game.  For instructions on 
how to organize, manage, and play the 
Literacy Games, see pages 30–34.

Extend Learning
Have student pairs create skits exemplifying a good choice they can make.

 Extend Learning
Have student pairs create skits exemplifying a good choice they can make.

Lesson 

24 Identifying Main Idea (cont.)

Differentiated Instruction min.
While the teacher meets with each group below, the remaining students will play the Literacy Games.  

Reteach   
 1. Remind students that an author tells us a 

main idea through his or her words and 
pictures.  The main idea is the main reason he or she writes something.  

 2. Say, “Let’s practice.  You need to brush 
your teeth with toothpaste at least twice 
a day and floss every night before going 
to bed.  What’s my main idea?”  (It is 
important to take care of your teeth.)  For additional practice, use a familiar story.

Reinforce
 1. To practice identifying the main idea, 

project the PDF of Up to You on the board.  Say, “Let’s look for tips the author gives us about making good choices.”
 2. Read the passage slowly and invite students to tell when you read a tip from the author. Then, draw a line through that sentence.  

Ask students what the remaining sentences communicate.  (It is up to us to make good choices.)
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Have students complete 

a timed reading of the 

passage.  This passage has 

33 words.  See pages 16–17 

of the Assessment Guide for 

instructions and the fl uency 

rubric.

Assessment Opportunity

Have students complete 

a timed reading of the 

passage.  This passage has 

33 words.  See pages 16–17 

of the Assessment Guide 

instructions and the fl uency 

rubric.

Assessment Opportunity

Have students complete 

a timed reading of the 

passage.  This passage has 

33 words.  See pages 16–17 

Assessment Guide for 

instructions and the fl uency 

Assessment Opportunity
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Identifying Main Idea (cont.)

Writing min.

Tell students to think about making choices.  Then, read aloud and discuss the prompt from 

the Written Response activity sheet (Student Guided Practice Book, page 148).  You may 

wish to have students complete the digital version of the writing prompt found on the Digital 

Resources USB Device.  Note: Discuss the prompt beforehand, brainstorming ideas to set 

them up for success.  Depending on student ability, dictation may be required.  However, 

students may write a sentence, one word, or a short phrase on their own.  Be sure to provide 

some samples on the board.  (choice, good, make)

Fluency Practice min.

Explain that pausing at periods is important.  Read each sentence of Up to You, emphasizing a 

brief pause at the end of each sentence, perhaps by numbering on your fingers.  Have students 

repeat after you.  Contrast this with pausing at the end of each line, which for the first and 

third, end in mid-sentence.  Encourage students to think about when and where they pause 

as they read.  Note: You may wish to play the professional recording from the Audio CD to 

model proper fluency.

Progress Monitoring min.

 1. Have students complete the Quick Check activity 

sheet (Student Guided Practice Book, page 149) to 

gauge student progress toward mastery of the Learning 

Objectives.  Note: Depending on students’ abilities, 

you may wish to read the multiple-choice questions and 

answer choices aloud.

 2. Based on the results of the Quick Check activity sheet 

and the teacher’s observations during the lesson, organize 

students into groups and continue with the Differentiated 

Instruction support and the Literacy Games.
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Student Guided Practice Book

Each lesson in the Teacher’s Guide has six corresponding student pages in the Student 
Guided Practice Book:  

	 •	 a high-interest reading passage to engage students  
	 •	 a variety of text types to meet the rigor and text complexity 

requirements

	 •	 Word Work activities to reinforce foundational reading skills 
(Levels K–5) and language conventions (Levels 6–8) 

	 •	 activities that support vocabulary acquisition and language 
development

	 •	 comprehension activities that reinforce skills and prompt 
students to use the text when supporting their responses 

	 •	 a Written Response activity to extend and enrich students’ 
reading/writing connection

	 •	 a Quick Check to easily monitor students’ progress

Note: Depending on students’ abilities, you may wish to read
the multiple-choice questions and answer choices aloud.

Your life is up to you.  It is up to you to make good choices.  Be careful.  Think first, and then act.  You cannot undo what you do.  It is up to you.

Up to YouUpUpUpUp to YouYouYouYouYouYouYou

21174—Focused Reading—Student Guided Practice Book © Teacher Created Materials
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144

Your life is up to you.  It is up to you to make good choices.  Be careful.  Think first, and then act.  You cannot undo what you do.  It is up to you.

Up to You

Name: _______________________ Date: ________
Word Work  

Part 1: Letter Uu  Directions: Write a word from the Word Bank on the line.

Word Banknut cup rug bug
 1 

 2 

 3 
 4 

Part 2: Vocabulary   Directions: Add -ful to each word to make a new word. 

 1 care 
 2 hope 

 3 joy 
 4 help 

ful
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Name: _______________________ Date: ________

Make a Good Choice 
Directions: Color the picture that shows a good 
choice.
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Written Response
Name: _______________________ Date: ________

Directions: Trace the letters.  Then, write your 

own letters.

Directions: Draw what happens when you make 

a poor choice.  Then, write about it.

21174—Focused Reading—Student Guided Practice Book 
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Quick Check

Name: _______________________ Date: ________

 1 Which word starts with the same sound as under?
 A up
 B flu
 C cut

 2 What does careful mean?
 A not using care B using care C dangerous

 3 What is the main idea?
 A Be careful. B It is up to you to make good choices.

 C Think first, and then act.

 4 What is the author telling you?
 A You cannot do everything. B It is important to make good choices.

 C Choices are not up to you.
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Name: _______________________ Date: ________It Is My Choice Directions: Draw a picture of you making a good 
choice.  Write or dictate a sentence telling about your 
choice.
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Summarizing

Learning Objectives  
Foundational Skills: 

• Demonstrate understanding of the organization and
basic features of print. 

• Recognize and name uppercase and lowercase letters
of the alphabet and their corresponding sound (Xx and
Yy).

• Read common high-frequency words by sight.

Vocabulary: Identify new meanings for familiar words and 
apply them accurately.

Reading Literature: With prompting and support, identify 
characters, settings, and major events in a story.

Writing: Write about what Captain Max should do to find 
the treasure.

Progress Monitoring  
The Student Guided Practice Book pages below can be used 
to formally and informally assess student understanding of 
the concepts.

Materials  
• Student Guided Practice

Book (pages 138–143)

• X Marks the Spot
(filename:
xmarksthespot.pdf)

• Audio CD (Track 23)

• Literacy Game Sets

• Digital Literacy Games

• a map (country, city, or
world, plus a treasure
map)

• crayons

• unlined paper

Skill Overview: 
Summarizing  
Learning to summarize helps 
students focus on the main points 
of a story.  By reading X Marks 
the Spot, students will identify 
the events that happened at the 
beginning, middle, and end of the 
story in order to summarize 
it.  Students will also 
identify the print names 
and sounds for the 
letters Xx and Yy.

“Argh!” yells Captain Max.  

“Where is my treasure box?”

“Argh!” cries Max. 

“Try the map,” says Polly.  

“X marks the spot!”

Just then, the wind blows. 

The X on the map is gone.

“The X isn’t a treasure.  It’s a 

crumb!” says Polly.

“Try the map,” says Polly.  

21174—Focused Reading—Student Guided Practice Book 
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Name: _______________________ Date: ________

What Happened? 

Directions: Draw pictures to summarize the story.

Beginning

Middle

End
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“Argh!” yells Captain Max.
“Where is my treasure box?”

“Argh!” cries Max.

“Try the map,” says Polly.
“X marks the spot!”

Just then, the wind blows.
The X on the map is gone.

“The X isn’t a treasure. It’s a
crumb!” says Polly.

Name: _______________________ Date: ________

Word Work  
Part 1: Letters Xx and Yy  

Directions: Color each box green that has the /x/ 
sound.  Color each box blue that has the /y/ sound.

Part 2: Vocabulary   
Directions: Circle the picture that matches the word.

 1 spot

 2 wind x

© Teacher Created Materials 21174—Focused Reading—Student Guided Practice Book
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Written Response

Name: _______________________ Date: ________

Directions: Trace the letters.  Then, write your 
own letters.

Directions: Draw what Captain Max should do 
to find the treasure.  Then, write about it.
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Name: _______________________ Date: ________What Is It About? Directions: Circle the parts of the story. 1 Who is in the story?

 2 Where does the story happen?

 3 What happens in the story?

21174—Focused Reading—Student Guided Practice Book 
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Name: _______________________ Date: ________
LessonQuick Check

 1 Which word has the /y/ sound?
 A Max
 B yell
 C try

 2 A spot is a dot.  What else can it be? A a tree
 B air
 C a place

 3 Who is a character in X Marks the Spot? A Max
 B the treasure C the X

 4 Which detail is important for summarizing X Marks the Spot?
 A “The X isn’t a treasure.  It’s a crumb!” says Polly.

 B Just then, the wind blows. C “Try the map,” says Polly.
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“Argh!” yells Captain Max.  
“Where is my treasure box?”

“Argh!” cries Max.  

“Try the map,” says Polly.  
“X marks the spot!”

Just then, the wind blows. 
The X on the map is gone.

“The X isn’t a treasure.  It’s a 
crumb!” says Polly.

Summarizing (cont.)

Warm-Up Activity min.

Remind students that high-frequency words are the most commonly used words in texts.  
Recognition of and repeated exposure to these words is essential to fluent reading.  Write 
the words below on the board.  Read each word aloud.  Challenge students to go around the 
room and find each word in another location (in a book, on a poster).  The first student to 
find all five words wins.

where               just               little               live               give

228
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Summarizing (cont.)

Word Work
Letters Xx and Yy min.

1.	 Begin by saying the following sentence: Max yells.  Draw attention to the sound at the
end of Max and ask, “What sound do you hear at the end of that word?”  Repeat the
sentence slowly.  Be sure to write the letter on the board.  Point out the difference
between how the letter is written in uppercase and lowercase.

2.	 Help students identify the /x/ sound and then write the letter x on the board.  Have
students make the /x/ sound with you three times: /x/ /x/ /x/.

3.	 Repeat the process with the letter y.  Repeat the sentence above, emphasizing the sound
at the beginning of yells.  Have students make the /y/ sound with you three times: /y/ /y/
/y/.  Have the students say the sentence again with you.  (Max yells.)

4.	 Invite students to say other words they can think of that begin with /x/ or /y/.  Give them
one minute to turn to a partner and say a word they know that begins with either sound. 

5.	 Guide students as they complete Part 1 of the Word Work activity sheet (Student Guided
Practice Book, page 139) for additional practice with the letters Xx and Yy.

Vocabulary min.

spot wind

1.	 Say, “Some words have more than one meaning.  We are going to read a story called X
Marks the Spot.  Let’s think about the word spot.  What is a spot?”  (a dot, a stain from a
spill)

2.	 Say, “A spot can be a dot.  It can also be a location.  I could tell you to sit in that spot.”
Have student pairs use the word spot in sentences to show the two meanings.

3.	 Repeat the process with the word wind.  (moving air or spin; wind something up)

4.	 Guide students as they complete Part 2 of the Word Work activity sheet (Student Guided
Practice Book, page 139) for additional practice with vocabulary.
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Lesson

23 Summarizing (cont.)

1.	 Say, “Today, we’re going to practice summarizing what we read by telling someone else
about it using a few sentences.  A sentence is one complete thought with a who and
do in it.  For example, is the family a sentence?  Why not?  (No, because there is a who
but no do.)  What if I say the family ran?  Is this a sentence?  Why?”  (Yes, because now
the family is doing something.)

2.	 Say, “Let me show you how to use sentences to summarize a two-hour movie I just
saw.  To summarize it, I need to tell you the most important parts: the beginning, the
middle, and the end.  (As you tell them the following summary, count the points on
your finger: one, two, three.)  For example, there was a family that was separated, and
they wanted to be together.  A wicked witch tried to keep them apart.  Finally, the
family found a way to break the witch’s spell, so they all lived together again.”

1.	 Say, “Notice that I only used three sentences to tell about the movie.  Think about
a movie or show you have seen and tell three things about it: something from the
beginning, middle, and end.”

2.	 Have student pairs summarize movies they have seen using the three-finger method. 
Then, invite a few students to share their movie summaries with the group.

3.	 Say, “It is important to remember that we don’t tell every detail when we summarize. 
We just tell the most important parts.”

1.	 Have student pairs summarize a favorite book.

I Do

We Do

You Do

Whole-Group Lesson
Before Reading min.

Show students a map and explain how it helps us locate 
places.  Introduce treasure maps and how the letter X marks 
the spot where the treasure is.  Discuss kinds of treasure that 
could be buried.  I would bury ________ as a treasure.

Language Support
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Lesson

23Summarizing (cont.)

1.	 Display the PDF of X Marks the Spot.  Before reading, draw students’ attention to
the letter X in the title, and ask them to identify the sound.  Tell students to listen
for the /x/ sound as well as the /y/ sound as they read the story.  Play the professional
recording from the Audio CD to model proper fluency of the passage or read aloud as
students follow along, modeling how to point to each word as you read it.

2.	 Say, “In order to summarize this story, I need to think about what happened at the
beginning, what happened in the middle, and what happened at the end.  Remember,
I don’t need to tell every detail of the story.”

1.	 Have students read X Marks the Spot (Student Guided Practice Book, page 138) with
you as you read it aloud.  Encourage them to track the words with their finger as they
read.

2.	 Say, “Let’s think about what happened first.  What was the very first thing that
happened?”  (Captain Max can’t find his treasure box.)  Hold up one finger.

3.	 Ask, “What did Max do next?  (He looked at a map.)  Hold up two fingers.  What
happened last?”  (What he thought was an X on the map was a crumb.)  Hold up three
fingers.

4.	 Say, “This is the summary of the story.  Captain Max couldn’t find his treasure box.  He
looked at a map.  He couldn’t find an X to mark the spot on the map, so he couldn’t
find his treasure.”  Hold up three fingers, reminding students that three sentences is
sufficient.

1.	 Guide students as they complete the What Is It About? activity sheet (Student Guided
Practice Book, page 140).

I Do

We Do

You Do

Whole-Group Lesson (cont.)

During Reading min.
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Lesson

23 Summarizing (cont.)

1.	 Say, “The author tells us what Max and Polly do.  The author also tells us what happens
to the map.”

2.	 Say, “We can summarize the story by telling the main things that happened. 
Summarizing is when we connect ideas or pieces of information together to give an
overview of what we read to someone else.”

1.	 Say, “Imagine how Max looked when he wanted to find his treasure.  Stand up and act
out how you think he acted.”

2.	 Ask, “How do you think Max looked as he was looking at the map?  Pretend you are
Max looking for the treasure on a map.”

3. Say, “Finally, let’s think about how Max acted when he realized that the X on the map
was really a crumb.  Do you think he was happy, excited, or mad?  Act out how you
think he felt.”

1. Say, “We can tell what we know about a story by summarizing the main points.  Think
about what you learned today about summarizing a story.  (Give students a minute to
ponder.)  Now, share your learning with your partner.”

2. Assist students as they complete the What Happened? activity sheet (Student Guided
Practice Book, page 141) either now or during the Differentiated Instruction portion of
the lesson.

I Do

We Do

You Do

Whole-Group Lesson (cont.)

After Reading min.
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a timed reading of the 
passage.  This passage has 
47 words.  See pages 16–17 
of the Assessment Guide for 
instructions and the fluency 
rubric.
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Summarizing (cont.)

Writing min.

Tell students to think about Captain Max and X Marks the Spot.  Then, read aloud and discuss 
the prompt from the Written Response activity sheet (Student Guided Practice Book, page 
142).  You may wish to have students complete the digital version of the writing prompt found 
on the Digital Resources USB Device.  Note: Discuss the prompt beforehand, brainstorming 
ideas to set them up for success.  Depending on student ability, dictation may be required.  
However, students may write a sentence, one word, or a short phrase on their own.  Be sure to 
provide some samples on the board.  (captain, map, treasure, dig, shovel)

Fluency Practice min.

Model reading with appropriate expression, especially where exclamation points are used.  
Read each sentence of X Marks the Spot, one at a time.  Be especially dramatic when reading 
the sentences ending with exclamation points.  Then, read each sentence again and have 
students read along with the same expression.  Note: You may wish to play the professional 
recording from the Audio CD to model proper fluency.

Progress Monitoring min.

1.	 Have students complete the Quick Check activity
sheet (Student Guided Practice Book, page 143) to
gauge student progress toward mastery of the Learning
Objectives.  Note: Depending on students’ abilities,
you may wish to read the multiple-choice questions and
answer choices aloud.

2.	 Based on the results of the Quick Check activity sheet
and the teacher’s observations during the lesson,
organize students into groups and continue with the
Differentiated Instruction support and the Literacy
Games.
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Digital Literacy Games

Literacy Games
Divide students into groups.  Assign each 
group to one game.  For instructions on 
how to organize, manage, and play the 
Literacy Games, see pages 30–34.

	 Extend Learning
Invite students to create an advertisement for X Marks the Spot, showcasing the 
essential elements from the beginning, middle, and end.

Lesson  

23 Summarizing (cont.)

Differentiated Instruction min.

While the teacher meets with each group below, the remaining students will play the  
Literacy Games.  

Reteach   
	 1.	 Remind students that summarizing a story 

involves telling what happened at the 
beginning, in the middle, and at the end.

	 2.	 Practice with a familiar fairy tale, such as 
Little Red Riding Hood.

	 3.	 Ask, “What happens at the beginning of 
that story?”  (Red Riding Hood goes to visit 
her grandmother.)  What happens in the 
middle of the story?  (A wolf pretends to 
be the grandmother and tries to hurt Red 
Riding Hood.)  What happens at the end?”  
(The woodsman saves Red Riding Hood.)

Reinforce  
	 1.	 To practice summarizing, invite students 

to draw pictures of what happens at the 
beginning, middle, and end of Little Red 
Riding Hood or another familiar fairy tale 
by giving each student a sheet of paper 
folded into thirds.

	 2.	 Have students label their drawings 
beginning, middle, end.
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“Argh!” yells Captain Max.  
“Where is my treasure box?”

“Argh!” cries Max. 

“Try the map,” says Polly. 
“X marks the spot!”

Just then, the wind blows. 
The X on the map is gone.

“The X isn’t a treasure.  It’s a 
crumb!” says Polly.
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Name:_ _______________________	 Date:_ ________

Word Work 
Part 1: Letters Xx and Yy 

Directions: Color each box green that has the /x/ 
sound.  Color each box blue that has the /y/ sound.

Part 2: Vocabulary 
Directions: Circle the picture that matches the word.

	1	spot

	2	wind x
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Name:_ _______________________	 Date:_ ________

What Is It About? 
Directions: Circle the parts of the story.

	1	Who is in the story?

	2	Where does the story happen?

	3	What happens in the story?
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Name:_ _______________________	 Date:_ ________

What Happened? 
Directions: Draw pictures to summarize the story.

Beginning

Middle

End

© Teacher Created Materials� 21174—Focused Reading—Student Guided Practice Book

Lesson Lesson

23

141



Written Response

Name:_ _______________________	 Date:_ ________

Directions: Trace the letters.  Then, write your 
own letters.

Directions: Draw what Captain Max should do 
to find the treasure.  Then, write about it.
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Name:_ _______________________	 Date:_ ________ Lesson 

Quick Check
	1	Which word has the 

/y/ sound?
	 A	Max
	 B	yell
	 C	try

	2	A spot is a dot.  What 
else can it be?

	 A	a tree
	 B	air
	 C	a place

	3	Who is a character in 
X Marks the Spot?

	 A	Max
	 B	the treasure
	 C	the X

	4	Which detail is 
important for 
summarizing X Marks 
the Spot?

	 A	“The X isn’t a 
treasure.  It’s 
a crumb!” says 
Polly.

	 B	Just then, the wind 
blows.

	 C	“Try the map,” 
says Polly.
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Oral Reading Record

Name: _______________________________Date: __________________

Assessor: ____________________________________________________

Summarizing

Total Word Count Codes

47 E = errors SC = self-corrections M = meaning S = structure V = visual

Cumulative 
Word Count Text E SC

Cues Used
E SC

7 

15 

22

32 

42 

47

“Argh!”  yells  Captain  Max.    “Where  is  my  

treasure  box?”    “Try  the  map,”  says  Polly.    “X  

marks  the  spot!”    Max  eyes  the  map.  

Just  then,  the  wind  blows.    The  X  on  the  map  

is  gone.    “The  X  isn’t  a  treasure.    It’s  a  crumb!” 

says  Polly.    “Argh!”  cries  Max.

TOTALS

Error 
Rate:

Self-Correction 
Rate:

Accuracy 
Percentage:

Time:

“Argh!” yells Captain Max.  “Where is my treasure box?”

“Argh!” cries Max. 

“Try the map,” says Polly. “X marks the spot!”

Just then, the wind blows. The X on the map is gone.
“The X isn’t a treasure.  It’s a crumb!” says Polly.
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