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 Research-based Lesson Plans and Student Activities

➤➤ Lessons designed by educators to integrate content knowledge and literacy skills
➤➤ A Student Handbook with activities aligned to Arkansas social studies standards 

Teacher Created Materials is proud to present an engaging selection of social studies kits uniquely 
designed to support your Arkansas social studies curriculum! Each kit includes resources selected to align 
to the Arkansas Social Studies Framework and ELA standards for each grade, and instruction is flexible 
to meet your curriculum needs. 

 

Our complete grade-level kits feature:

Lesson PlansStudent Handbook

Cover four social studies strands: 
history, geography, civics and 
government, and economics!

High-interest Leveled Readers 

➤➤ Engaging readers with a variety of text structures and academic vocabulary
➤➤ Informational text aligned to social studies themes and topics

4 5

We have a treasure 
hunt.

We use a map.

This is an amazing Arkansas history 
resource...so many necessary skills 
are covered in fun activities.

Second Grade Teacher 
Benton School District
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Authentically Re-created Primary Sources 

➤➤ Maps, photos, and documents to provide a unique historical perspective and build critical thinking
➤➤ Writing activities and background information that allow students to connect learning with ideas

Digital Resources

➤➤ Digital books with interactive features and 
audio recordings of each reader

➤➤ Digital primary sources, lesson plans, and 
activities

For more information and to set up a meeting, please contact Sara 
McDaniel at (361) 944-5830 or smcdaniel@tcmpub.com

Professional Resources

➤➤ Best practices and strategies to support instruction
➤➤ Implementation support and training available
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 Using Prediction and Inference

Picture Prediction (cont.)

Grades 1–2 Example

Grades 3–5 Example

Grades 6–8 Example

Grades 9–12 Example

Words: factory, machines, workers, corn on the cob, cans, grocery store, buy
My Prediction: I think this section is going to be about how canned corn is 
made in a factory.

Words: potato, horses, corn, oceans, food, resources, helped, improved
My Prediction: I think the reading is about what things were brought to the 
Americas from Europe and what things were brought to Europe from the 
Americas.

Words: World War I, Great War, Central Powers, Allies, trench warfare, United 
States, poison gas, guns, shooting, death
My Prediction: This section is going to be about WWI and trench warfare.

Words: stock market, crash, depression, shantytown, Hoover, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, poverty, manual labor, workers
Prediction: This unit is going to be on the Great Depression. I think we are 
going to learn about what caused the Great Depression, its e� ects, and the 
measures taken to end it.
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 Personal Documents 

Teacher Background Information 

Grandma Taylor’s German Cookies Recipe 

 • One family tradition common to most families is 
sharing food and family recipes. Most families 
have recipes that have been part of family meals 
and celebrations for generations. Some families 
have recipes that are kept just within the family 
and never shared outside the family. This recipe 
card was written by Linda Maloof. It shares a 
German cookie recipe that has been in her family 
for many years.

Reading Closely 

 1. Distribute copies of Grandma Taylor’s German 
Cookies Recipe to students.

 2. Read the text aloud to the class as students follow 
along. 

 3. Encourage students to share their thoughts 
about what you read. Underline and discuss any 
important information that gives background 
information about who wrote this recipe.

Grandma Taylor’s Cookies

Overview 
Students closely read a recipe card 
and answer questions about the 
text, supporting their answers with 
references to the texts. Then students 
write informative/explanatory texts to 
show what they have learned about 
how to read recipe cards.

Standards 

 • Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. 

 • Write informative/explanatory texts 
in which they name a topic, supply 
some facts about the topic, and 
provide some sense of closure. 

 • Understand family life today and 
how it compares with family life in 
the recent past and family life long 
ago. 

Materials 

 • Grandma Taylor’s German Cookies 
Recipe (page 99)

 • personal recipe cards or recipes 
from cookbooks

 • Comparing Recipes (page 100)

 • Recipe Questions (page 101)

 • Informative/Explanatory Writing 
Rubric 1 (page 302)

 • writing paper

Grades 

K–2
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Guided Free Write (cont.)

Previewing and Reviewing

Grades 1–2 Example

Question:

What are the di� erent jobs that people hold in our community?

Student Free Write:

Fire� ghters put out � res and keep people safe.  Teachers teach kids how to read and write and do math.  Police o�  cers make sure that everyone follows the laws.  Sometimes they have to take people to jail.

Grades 6–8 Example

Question:

Do you think the American Indians were treated fairly in Early America?

Student Free Write:

I believe the treatment that American Indians received was unfair and criminal.  The settlers came in to inhabited land, bringing disease and dangers to the native people.  Although there were times of peace and respect between the two groups, the American Indians were ultimately overtaken by the European settlers.  Their land was taken, and they were forced to move to harsher lands.  Some were forced to give up their religion and adopt a more European way of life, in e� ect giving up their own culture.  

Grades 3–5 Example

Question:

What do you think it would be like to have grown up as a slave?

Student Free Write:

I’m sure it would have been very hard work.  Slave children had to work hard, picking cotton in the � elds, working in the � elds, carrying heavy buckets of water from the well to the house, doing chores around the plantation, or working in the kitchen.  I guess maybe I would have gotten used to the hard work, but it would have been terrible to have a family member sold away to another owner.  I can’t imagine how it would have felt to have my own sister sold away and to never see her again.  That would have been the most di�  cult part, I think.
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 7. Allow students to share other forms of the word.  Then have volunteers share their 
original sentences.
In this sample lesson, students share the following forms of equality: equal, equivalent, 
and equitable.  A student also shares the following original sentence: Throughout 
history, many important men and women have fought for equality among all people, 
regardless of skin color, religion, or ethnic background.

 8. In conclusion, talk with students about the importance of knowing a word’s 
synonyms and antonyms, finding other forms of the word, being able to use the word 
in an original sentence, and drawing a visual picture to remember the word.  Ask 
students to write a brief response on the back of their diagrams.

Example

Synonyms: 
fairness, impartial

Antonyms: 
unfairness, favoritism, bias

Word: 
equality

Other Forms of Word: 
equal, equivalent, equitable

Sentence in Text: 
People must abandon 
prejudices and stereotypes 
in order for equality to be a 
reality in society.

Picture: Original Sentence: 
Throughout history, 
many important men 
and women have fought 
for equality among all 
people, regardless of skin 
color, religion, or ethnic 
background.

Differentiation
Above-Level Learners

Allow students to 
independently select a word 
that they find challenging.  
Encourage them to complete 
a Vocabulary Diagram 
independently.

English Language Learners

Work with a small group of 
students.  Focus on drawing 
a visual for the word to 
build students’ background 
knowledge.  When 
appropriate, have students act 
out the word to solidify their 
understanding.

Below-Level Learners

Work with a small group 
of students to complete 
portions of the diagram.  
Discuss familiar synonyms 
for the word to build students’ 
background knowledge.
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Family History

This is a portrait of children from 1922. This is a snapshot of a child today.  

i3118

For more information and to set up a meeting, please contact Jacqulyn 
Krepps-Mullins at (850) 902-5683 or Jacqulyn.Mullins@tcmpub.com
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We have rules  at home.
2

3

1. Be fair.2. Be nice.3. Be helpful.4. Be safe.5. Have good manners.

Family Rules—

GRADE K
Encourage the curiosity of young 
learners with colorful texts, engaging 
activities, and hands-on resources 
that introduce history, geography, 
civics, and economics topics and 
themes.

    Each complete Grade K kit includes:
➤➤ High-interest leveled readers (16 titles,  
6 copies each) 

➤➤ Digital resources including Interactiv-eBooks and 
audio recordings of each title

➤➤ Authentically re-created primary sources  
(8 photo cards and 8 primary sources)

➤➤ Research- and standards-based lesson plans, 
student activities, and assessments

➤➤ Student Handbook with content-area activities 
(25 copies included; additional copies can be 
ordered) 

➤➤ Professional books with strategies to guide 
instruction 

Lesson PlansStudent ActivitiesPrimary Sources

Leveled Readers

Digital Resources

    Exploring Social Studies: Arkansas Edition Grade K Complete Kit 9781425838249 $1,399.99

Exploring Social Studies: Arkansas Edition Grade K Student Handbook 9781425817237 $9.99 ea

Title ISBN Price
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GRADE 1
Provide rich social studies resources 
that enable students to explore their 
community, country, and important 
real-life topics such as leadership, 
jobs, and money—all while building 
literacy skills.

    Each complete Grade 1 kit includes:
➤➤ High-interest leveled readers (16 titles,  
6 copies each) 

➤➤ Digital resources including Interactiv-eBooks and 
audio recordings of each title

➤➤ Authentically re-created primary sources  
(8 photo cards and 8 primary sources)

➤➤ Research- and standards-based lesson plans, 
student activities, and assessments

➤➤ Student Handbooks with content-area activities 
(25 copies included; additional copies can be 
ordered)

➤➤ Professional books with strategies to guide 
instruction 

Knowing PlacesYou know where things are in your 

room and home.  Can you get around 

other places, such as your school?

This is a school in Chicago.

4
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Family History

This is a portrait of children from 1922.
This is a snapshot of a child today.  

i3118

i3117

Lesson PlansStudent ActivitiesPrimary Sources

Leveled Readers

Digital Resources

    Exploring Social Studies: Arkansas Edition Grade 1 Complete Kit 9781425838256 $1,399.99

Exploring Social Studies: Arkansas Edition Student Handbook Grade 1 9781425817244 $9.99 ea

Title ISBN Price
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Local laws help people who live together in 

communities (kuh‑MYOO‑ni‑teez) get along.  They 

tell neighbors to be quiet late at night.  They tell people 

where they can park their cars.  Different cities can have 

different laws.  

Local Laws
Local laws help people live together.  A local law 

may tell stores to use paper bags instead of plastic bags.  

Or a law may say where a house can be built. 

This woman's local store uses paper 

bags.  It is the law in her city.  In this city, it is against the law to 

park on this part of the street. 

8

9

GRADE 2
Cover social studies topics and themes with 
fascinating content and fun activities focusing 
on American history and government, money 
and trade, and geography.

   Each complete Grade 2 kit includes:
➤➤ High-interest leveled readers (16 titles,  
6 copies each) 

➤➤ Digital resources including Interactiv-eBooks  
and audio recordings of each title

➤➤ Authentically re-created primary sources  
(8 photo cards and 8 primary sources)

➤➤ Research- and standards-based lesson plans, 
student activities, and assessments

➤➤ Student Handbook with content-area activities  
(25 copies included; additional copies can  
be ordered)

➤➤ Professional books with strategies to  
guide instruction 

    Exploring Social Studies: Arkansas Edition Grade 2 Complete Kit 9781425838263 $1,399.99

Exploring Social Studies: Arkansas Edition Grade 2 Student Handbook 9781425817251 $9.99 ea

Leveled Readers

People depend on each other to get what they need 

or want.  Some foods do not grow well in different parts of 

the country.  So people living in different areas ship food to 

each other.  This way, everyone can enjoy the same kinds 

of food.

Working Together
People trade because they need or want something.  

They might not have the resources to make it themselves.  

Close to Home
It is good to buy and eat food grown close 
to your community.  The food is fresh, and 
helps give money back to your community.

These farmers grow food in 1910.

This is a field of corn.

14 15

Digital Resources

Primary Sources Student Activities Lesson Plans

Title ISBN Price
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The Economy You may have heard about the economy (ih-KON-uh-mee).  

This is the system in which people use money to buy goods and 

services.  Capital resources are a part of this system.

People use capital resources to make money.  An artist may 

spend money to buy a paintbrush.  The artist uses the paintbrush 

to paint a picture.  The picture is sold to a buyer.  The artist used 

a capital resource to make money.  The paintbrush is the capital 

resource.  The artist can now use that money to buy more goods or 

services.  This keeps the economy going.  
Sometimes the economy is strong.  This means that most people 

have jobs.  They are making money and spending it on goods and 

services.  This is called a boom period.  Other times, the economy 

is weak.  This is when a lot of people do not have jobs.  They are 

not making money, so they cannot buy goods and services.  This is 

called a bust period. An artist sells his paintings.

People have money to spend 
on goods and services during 

a boom period.

These people wait outside a 
government office to try to find 

work during a bust period in 1931. 

14
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GRADE 3
Build critical-thinking skills across social 
studies and English Language Arts with 
standards-based resources that delve 
into topics such as natural resources, our 
environment, and cultures around the world.

   Each complete Grade 3 kit includes:
➤➤ High-interest leveled readers (16 titles,  
6 copies each) 

➤➤ Digital resources including Interactiv-eBooks 
and audio recordings of each title

➤➤ Authentically re-created primary sources  
(8 photo cards and 8 primary sources)

➤➤ Research- and standards-based lesson plans, 
student activities, and assessments

➤➤ Student Handbook with content-area activities  
(25 copies included; additional copies can  
be ordered) 

➤➤ Professional books with strategies to  
guide instruction 

By 1967, President Johnson thought that Marshall was doing 
a great job.  But the president wanted Marshall to have an even 
higher position.  The Supreme Court had never had an African 
American justice before.  The president knew that Marshall would 
be perfect for the job.  Johnson said, “It was the right thing to do, 
the right time to do it, the right man, and the right place.”  Marshall 
knew a lot about the Supreme Court.  He had been debating cases 
there for years.  Now, he would be making decisions for the 
Supreme Court.

While Marshall was a justice, he kept working for civil rights.  
He wanted rights for women.  And he thought that American 
Indians’ rights were important, too.  He also wanted to protect 
the poor.

Marshall did not always agree with the other justices of the 
Supreme Court.  But he always did what he thought was right 
for America.

Marshall and 
President Johnson

Cissy fixes Marshall’s robe 
before he is sworn in as a 
Supreme Court Justice.

22 23

    Exploring Social Studies: Arkansas Edition Grade 3 Complete Kit 9781425838270 $1,399.99

Exploring Social Studies: Arkansas Edition Grade 3 Student Handbook 9781425817268 $9.99 ea

Leveled Readers

Digital Resources

Primary Sources Student Activities Lesson Plans

Title ISBN Price



Jacqulyn Krepps-Mullins, MSE
Arkansas Educational Consultant
(850) 902-5683 • Jacqulyn.Mullins@tcmpub.com 


