
Write TIME For Kids® Grade 3 TEKS Alignment • (800) 858-7339 • www.tcmpub.com Page 1 of 4( ) Implied TEKS * Differentiated Instruction

Opinion/Argument Text Cards

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

"Rethinking 
Homework" "P.S. Be Eleven" "Should Schools 

Ban Bake Sales?"

"Should 
Dodgeball Be 

Banned in School?

"Goodbye, 
Bullies"

"My Candidate 
Lost..?!"

"Betty Smith 
Letter"

"Watch Your 
Step"

St
ra

nd
s

1 Foundational 
Language Skills

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3D, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3C, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3D, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3D, (4A)

2 Comprehension 6A, *6B, 6C, 6D, 
(6E), 6I

6A, 6B, 6C, (6E), 6I, 
6F, 6H 6A, 6C, (6E), 6G, 6I 6A, 6C, 6D, (6E), 6G, 

6F, 6I
6A, 6C, (6E), 6G, 

6F, 6I
6A, 6C, (6E), 6G, 

6F, 6I
6A, *6B, 6C, *6D, 

(6E), 6G, 6F, 6I, (6H) 6A, 6C, 6D, (6E), 6I

3 Response Skills 7E, 7G 7E, 7G 7B, 7E, 7G 7B, 7E, 7F, 7G 7E, 7G 7E, 7F, 7G 7E, 7G 7E, 7G

4 Multiple Genres 9Dii, 9Diii, 9E, 9Eii 8C, 9Dii, 9Diii, 9Eii 9Di, 9Dii, 9Diii, 9Ei 9Di, 9Dii, 9Diii, 9Ei, 
9Eii 9Di, 9Dii, 9Diii, 9Ei 9D, 9Di, 9Dii, 9Diii, 

9Ei
9D, 9Di, 9Diii, 9E, 

9Ei, 9Eiii
9D, 9Di, 9Dii, 9Diii, 

9Ei, 9Eii, 9Eiii

5 Author’s Purpose 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10B, 10C, 10F 10A, 10B, 10C, 10F 10A, 10B, 10C, 10F

6 Composition
11A, 11C, 11D, 11Di, 
11Diii, (11Dxi), 11E, 

12C, 12D

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Dix, 

(11Dxi), 11E, 12B, 12C

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Div, 

11Dv, (11Dxi), 11E, 
12B, 12C

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Dviii, 

(11Dxi), 11E, 12B, 12C

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 

11E, 12B, 12C

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 

11E, 12B, 12C

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11C, 
11D, 11E, 11Div, 

11Dv, (11Dxi), 11E, 
12B, 12C

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Dxi, 11E, 

12B, 12C

7 Inquiry and 
Research

(13A), 13B, 13C, 
(13E), 13F

Alignment to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)
Grade 3

➵

Watch Your Step

 For many kids, the 
Internet is always there. 
Right at their fingertips. 
A web of information and 
entertainment is open to 
them. One report says that 
about three out of four kids 
ages 12 to 13 use a mobile 
device to go on the Internet. 
Many younger kids are 
online, too. But are they 
being careful enough? Are 
they safe?

Kids who use mobile devices are more connected 
than ever. Find out how to stay safe on the Web.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY RYAN ETTER FOR TIME FOR KIDS

Turn 

the 

page 

to read 

more.
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P.S. Be Eleven

What’s the plot?
Delphine has spent the summer with her 
mother in California. Then, she flies back 
home to Brooklyn, New York. Here, she 
expects everything to be just the way it 
was before. However, she soon discovers 
many changes. For starters, Pa has a new 
wife. Then, there's the fact that Delphine 
is starting middle school. She asks her 
mother for advice, but she never quite gets 
the answer she wants. Her mother keeps 
telling her to be 11. How can Delphine 
be 11 when she's already 12? The story is 
set in the 1960s. It is a follow-up to One 
Crazy Summer. It continues where the 
first book left off.

Are the characters believable?
The characters are very realistic. I especially liked Delphine and the way she grew as 
a person during the story. She starts off being shy, hard on herself, and bossy with her 
siblings. By the end of the story, she is confident, calm, and more open. That made me 
believe that people can change. I think lots of kids will relate to Delphine. She's a strong 
and complicated character.

On a scale of 1 to 10 (10 being best),  
how would you rate this book?
I would rate P.S. Be Eleven an 8.5. There isn't much 
action. Instead, the book focuses on how family 
members get along with each other. I enjoyed the book. 
I think anyone who enjoys reading a thoughtful story will 
like it, too.

Type of book: Fiction
Number of pages: 288

By Rita Williams-Garcia
Reviewed by TFK Kid Reporter  
Amelia Compton

BOOK REVIEW
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 When it comes to 
dodgeball, which side are 
you on? School districts in 
Texas, Maine, and other 
states have banned the game. 
They believe it is too violent 
and can lead to bullying. 
Also, a child who is hit by a 
ball early in the game spends 
too much time on the bench. 
But others believe dodgeball 
should still be played. They 
say the game is a fun way 
to teach skills. Kids learn 
concentration and hand-eye 
coordination. What do you 
think? Is dodgeball a great 
game or a bad idea? Here, 
two students share their 
views.

Emerson Pereira, 8, Prairie Village, Kansas
Kids should have the right to play not just soccer or 

basketball at school. They should be able to play 

dodgeball, too. Most kids love dodgeball. It teaches 

important skills, like concentration and quick 

decision‑making. At most schools, teachers watch the kids 

play. Therefore, if someone gets bullied or hurt, they will 

know. Also, most schools use very soft balls to keep kids 

safe. Sometimes, my school even uses yarn balls! 

 Liv Wilson, 9, Kalispell, Montana
 I think that dodgeball should be banned because 

it teaches the wrong lesson. Our school has an 

anti‑bullying program. It teaches us to be kind to each 

other. If we threw a ball at someone at recess, we would 

be bullying. So why is it okay to hit someone in gym during 

dodgeball? Also, I have been hurt many times in dodgeball.

Should Dodgeball Be 
Banned in School?
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Is dodgeball good, clean fun 
or a mean-spirited sport?

NO!

YES!
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American students spend more time than ever on 
homework. But if schools lighten the load, will kids still 
make the grade?

 It was a Sunday night. Fourth 
grader Jackson Berg was lying 
in bed. Suddenly, he sat up. "I 
forgot to do my homework!" 
he exclaimed. He would have 
to get up early to do math 
problems.

Jackson is not the only one 
with homework troubles. U.S. 
kids have more homework than 
ever. In 2004, the University 

of Michigan did a survey of 
2,900 students. The results 
were surprising. In 1981, 9- to 
11-year-olds spent almost 2.5 
hours on homework each week. 
By 2002, it was up to more 
than 3 hours. That amount only 
seems to be growing.

A Lighter Load
Some schools are telling kids to 

minutes. Teachers try not to 
give assignments over vacations 
and holidays.

The Homework Battle
Some teachers argue that 
homework is needed. They say 
it prepares kids for state tests 
and college. They worry that 
a lighter load now will make 
things tougher for kids later.

But many experts disagree. 
Harris Cooper is one of them. 
He is an expert on homework 
at Duke University. He studied 
research on homework in the 
elementary grades. What did he 
learn? He says homework does 
little to help students do better. 
He believes assignments should 
be short. "When kids get tired, 
they turn off," he says.

Students in the Pleasanton 
school district say the new 
policy works. Fourth grader 
Noah Lee does his homework 
right away. Then, he practices 
his music. He even has time to 
play football. "I don't have so 
much homework that I can't do 
the things I love," he says.

Jackson Berg goes to school 
in a town near Pleasanton. His 
homework load hasn't changed. 
"The good part," says Jackson's 
dad, "is that teachers are 
finally talking about how much 
homework is the right amount." 

ÐBy Brenda Iasevoli

This New Jersey school limits the 
amount of homework kids get.

put down their pencils. School 
is over when the bell rings. 
The Pleasanton Unified School 
District is in California. It has 
a new policy. No homework 
on weekends for kids through 
fifth grade. It limits homework 
during the week, too. No more 
than 30 minutes a night for 
second and third graders. For 
fourth and fifth graders, 50 
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WRITING OPINIONS 
AND ARGUMENTS

An opinion is a personal 
belief or judgment, not a fact. 
You probably have opinions 
about things like music, sports, 
and food. You also have opinions 
about what’s right or wrong 
or how things should be done. 
When you have an opinion about 
something really important, you need 
to understand the reasons for it. Those 
reasons make up your argument. In 
this case, the word argument doesn’t 
mean you’re angry. It’s how you 
convince others that your 
opinion makes sense. In 
writing, building 
a strong 
argument is a 
powerful skill. 
People will pay 
attention, even 
if they disagree with you. You 
might even change their minds!

Card ➊

To read 

a great 

example 

of opinion/

argument 

writing,  

turn the page!

Do United States kids have 
too much homework?

TIMOTHY BARNES FOR TIME FOR KIDS

v 10/9/03

®
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Alignment to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)
Grade 3

Informative/Explanatory Text Cards

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

“Live From Mars” “A Human’s 
Best Friend”

“Bats on the 
Brink”

“A Rooftop 
Classroom” “Maze Crazy” “A Force on the 

Football Field”
“School Dress 

Code”
“The Scoop 
on Sugar”

St
ra

nd
s

1 Foundational 
Language Skills

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3D, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3D, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, (4A)

2 Comprehension 6A, 6C, (6E), 6G, 6I 6A, *6B, 6C, (6E), 
(6F), 6G, 6I 6A, 6C, (6E), 6G, 6I 6A, 6C, *6D, (6E), 6I 6A, 6C, 6E, 6G, 6F, 6I 6A, 6C, (6E), 6G, 

*6F, 6I 6A, 6C, (6E), 6G, 6I 6A, 6B, 6C, (6E), 
6G, 6I

3 Response Skills 7E, 7G 7C, 7E, 7G 7C, 7D, 7E, 7F, 7G 7C, 7D, 7E 7A, 7C, 7D, 7E, 7G 7E, 7G 7E, 7D, 7G 7E

4 Multiple Genres 9D, 9Di, 9Dii 9Di, 9Dii 9D, 9Di, 9Dii, 9Diii 9D, 9Di 9D, 9Di, 9Dii 9D, 9Di, 9Dii 9D, 9Di, 9Dii 9D, 9Di, 9Dii

5 Author’s Purpose 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10C 10A, 10B, 10C

6 Composition
11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 

11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 
11E, 12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Di, 

(11Dxi), 11E, 12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 

11E, 12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Dviii, 
(11Dxi), 11E, 12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 

11E, 12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 

11E, 12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Dx, 
(11Dxi), 11E, 12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 

11E, 12B, 12C

7 Inquiry and 
Research

(13A), 13B, 13C, (13E) (13A), 13C, (13E), 13F (13A), 13C, (13E) (13A), 13C, (13E) (13A), 13C, (13E) (13A), 13C, (13E) (13A), 13B, 13C, 
(13E), 13F, 13H

➵➵

Turn 

the 

page 

to read 

more.
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The Scoop on Sugar

Experts say that U.S. kids are eating too much  
sugar and that this can lead to health problems.  

Is it time to cut back? Can you imagine eating 20 
teaspoons of sugar? Does that sound 
gross? The typical American kid gets 
that much sugar every day.

A recent report had the shocking 
news. It said kids get about 16 percent 
of their calories from sugar that has 
been added to food. "It's too much," 
says Dr. David Katz. He's a nutrition 
expert at Yale University. "It's one of 
the major problems with our diet," he 
told TFK.

Some of that sugar comes from foods 

like candy, soda, and cereal. You expect 
them to be sweet. But much of the sugar 
that kids eat is hidden. Food companies 
add sugar to many items, from ketchup 
to crackers. "There are pasta sauces that 
have more added sugar than ice-cream 
toppings," says Katz.

As a result, people get in the habit of 
eating very sweet foods. "If you soak taste 
buds in sugar all day long, they just get 
used to it," Katz says. "Everything  
needs to be highly sweetened to  
be satisfying." 
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Dogs have been close to people for thousands of years. They have many physical 
features that let them guide, protect, and communicate with their two-legged friends.
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A Human's Best Friend
Dogs have a sharp sense of 

HEARING. An adult dog 

hears sounds from about 

four times as far away as 

a human hears them. A 

dog hears sounds that are 

higher pitched than sounds 

a human can hear.

Dogs use their TAILS 

to communicate. A dog 

does this by wagging, 

raising, lowering, or even 

stiffening its tail.

Dogs don’t see colors as well as 

humans do, but their VISION 

allows them to see in the dark. 

A dog also detects motion much 

better than a human does.

While humans run races, it’s dogs that have powerful LEGS. 

A dog’s front legs bend easily. That helps it run quickly.

Dogs have an 

extremely strong 

sense of SMELL. 

A dog can smell a 

teaspoon of sugar 

in a million gallons 

of water. That’s 

enough water to fill 

two Olympic-size 

pools!

Give the Labrador 
retriever a bone! It’s been 
the top dog breed in 
American homes for the 
past 10 years. Here are 
the top five most popular 
pooches in the country. 
Which is your favorite?

Dog Breeds
-By TFK Staff

LEFT TO RIGHT: LIFE ON WHITE/ALAMY; 
G.K. & VIKKI HART/GETTY IMAGES; 
SHARON MONTROSE/GETTY IMAGES; 
DEM10/GETTY IMAGES; SHARON 
MONTROSE/GETTY IMAGES

Card ➋

Labrador 
retriever

German  
shepherd Golden 

 retriever

Bulldog

Beagle
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P.S. 333’s 
greenhouse 
classroom 
sits on the roof.

A P.S. 333 student 
counts the plants.
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 P.S. 333 is a public school 
in New York City. There's 
a classroom on top of the 
school, but it's not your normal 
classroom. Cucumber, tomato, 
and lettuce plants line the 
walls. Next to the desks, fish 
swim in a pool. Ladybugs fly 
around the whiteboard.

This special greenhouse 
classroom is part of New 
York Sun Works' Greenhouse 
Project. Its goal is to teach 
kids about city farming and 
the environment. "You get to 
think with your hands," Laurie 
Schoeman told TFK. She is the 
director of Sun Works.

Students label the plants. 
Then, they watch them grow 
during the year. The food is 
served in the school cafeteria 

and also at local restaurants. 
"It allows the kids to connect 
science to social studies while 
they grow their very own fresh 
and delicious food," Sidsel 
Robards told TFK. She helped 
start the Greenhouse Project.

A City Farm
The farm at P.S. 333 is built for 
a city. Rainwater is collected 
and stored in a tank. The water 
is used for the plants, but not 
in the usual way. Instead of 
using soil, plants are grown 
using only water and special 
nutrients.

In another part of the 
greenhouse, fish help, too. They 
provide the nutrients for plants. 
The plants float on top of the 
water in the tank. Fish 

eat the plant roots. Fish waste 
helps the plants grow.

Schoeman says the students 
benefit by having a working 
farm inside their school. She 
hopes the project will spread 
to other New York City schools. 
She also hopes it will spread to 
other parts of the country. 
   ÐBy Katherine Watkins

Should schools grow crops on their 
roofs? “Yes!” says one group. 

A Rooftop Classroom
Card ➍
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NASA’s Curiosity rover is 
exploring Mars. Curiosity 
offers lessons about the 
Red Planet and about our 
Blue Planet, too.  The year was 2012. Crowds 
across the country cheered. A 
car-size rover called Curiosity 
had landed on Mars. It was an 
exciting moment. But it was 
just one step on a long journey. 
This journey had begun years 
earlier. 

Curiosity has been studying 
Mars since that landing in 
2012. What can we learn 
from a small rover that is 154 
million miles away? Plenty, say 
scientists. Does life exist on 
Mars now? What about in the 
past? It's possible. We learned 
that from earlier Mars landings.

Now, Curiosity may be 
able to prove it. "We all feel a 
sense of pressure," says John 
Grotzinger. He is a geologist 
and Curiosity scientist.

Follow the Water
Life requires water. It also 
requires time. Mars is 4.5 
billion years old. At most, it was 
wet for a billion years. But that 
could have been enough time to 
cook up life. 

Curiosity is looking for 
clues. Its 17 powerful cameras 
are like eyes on the ground. 
The rover's arm scoops up soil 
and studies it on board. Sniffers 
check the air for chemicals. A 
long-distance laser blasts rocks. 
The rover then studies their 
chemistry. It's a search for the 
building blocks of life. 

This NASA drawing shows the Curiosity rover at work 
exploring Mars.
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NASA, ESA AND A. NOTA

A Slow Science
Will Curiosity's discoveries lead 
to more missions? Unmanned 
craft are exploring the solar 
system. But there's less money 
to study Mars. Rovers like 
Curiosity cost a lot. Only one 
NASA launch is planned before 
2018. "We can barely pay for 
those missions," says John 
Grunsfeld.

Curiosity has been a great 
success. But the past has taught 
us some big lessons. We can't 
explore space unless we really 
want to. We must also learn 
from our failures. It took many 

years to figure out how to crash 
unmanned craft on the moon. 
Next, we had to figure out 
how to land gently. Only then 
could we send people. Neil 
Armstrong stepped onto the 
moon in 1969.

That's the way science 
moves forward. Slow, small 
steps can lead to amazing 
results.

 -By Jeffrey Kluger
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Where No Man
Has Gone Before
Fifty years of attempting to land probes on a 
planet 34 million miles away has brought 
mankind failure and resounding success one 
more line here �ll this out tk tk tk tk

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2012

Sputnik 24
USSR**

Failed to leave
Earth’s orbit

Mars 2
USSR

Crashed on
Mars’ surface

Mars 3
USSR

Landed softly,
then died

Mars 6
USSR

Died upon
landing

Mars 7
USSR

Separated
early

Viking 1
U.S.

Viking 2
U.S.

Phobos 1
USSR

Lander not
released

Phobos 2
USSR

Lost contact
before release

Mars 96
RUSSIA

Failed to
launch

Mars Sojourner
U.S.

Mars Polar Lander
U.S.

Crash-landed
on surface

Beagle 2
BRITAIN

Failed to
land

Spirit
U.S.

Phoenix
U.S.

Curiosity
U.S.

Phobos-Grunt
RUSSIA

Failed to leave
Earth’s orbit

Opportunity
U.S.

7

6

1

1

2

2

3

3

4

4

5 6

5

8

8

Successful
landing
missions

Decades of
Discovery

Failed
landing
missions

By launch date

MERCURY
Messenger is 

studying the tiny 
planet’s surface 

and magnetic �eld 
and has found 

volcanic deposits.

MARS
Multiple active 

spacecraft including 
Curiosity, 

Opportunity, Mars 
Global Surveyor and 
Mars Odyssey study 

the planet.

ASTEROID VESTA 
AND DWARF

PLANET CERES
Dawn is investigat-

ing the asteriod 
belt’s two largest 
objects to learn 
more about the 
early days of the 

solar system.

JUPITER
Juno will peer 

underneath dense 
clouds to learn about 
the planet’s chemical 

makeup and its 
turbulent 

atmosphere, 
including the storm 

known as the
Great Red Spot.

SATURN
Cassini has revealed 
saltwater geysers on 
the moon Enceladus 
(which could contain 
organic material), and 
its observations of the 

moon Titan suggest 
what Earth might 

have been like before 
life emerged.

URANUS AND 
NEPTUNE

Voyager 1 �ew by 
Jupiter and Saturn; 
Voyager 2 explored 
those worlds as well 

as Uranus and 
Neptune. Both 
probes are now 
leaving the solar 

system for 
interstellar space.

PLUTO AND
THE KUIPER BELT

New Horizons will 
study Pluto, its 
moons and the 

swarm of icy, 
comet-like bodies 
that surround the 

solar system.

Pathfinder
25 in. (630 mm) long

23 lbs. (10.5 kg)

6-ft. tall
man

Spirit/Opportunity
5.2 ft. (1.6 m) long
408 lbs. (185 kg)

Curiosity
9 ft. long (2.8 m)

1,653 lbs.

Path�nder Sojourner
25 in. (630 mm) long

23 lbs. (10.5 kg)

Spirit/Opportunity
5.2 ft. (1.6 m) long
408 lbs. (185 kg)

Curiosity
9 ft. (2.8 m) long

1,653 lbs. (750 kg) -- Kluger 
says its a ton in the 

story…will have to double 
ck this with him

NASA’S
FLEET
Unmanned 
craft are 
currently 
deployed 
throughout 
the solar 
system.

O L Y M P U S
M O N S

T H A R S I S
M O N T E S  

We are
here

Venus

The Sun

7

LON TWEETEN AND HEATHER JONES FOR TIME*AS OF SEPTEMBER 27, 2012

Since the 1960s, 18 
unmanned craft have tried to 
land on the Red Planet. Eight 
craft landed successfully. Each 

is shown on the map. Also shown is how long it was 
active on Mars. Ten missions never made it. 

MAP IT OUT
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Phoenix
ACTIVE 5 
MONTHS

Viking
ACTIVE 6 
YEARS, 
3 MONTHS

Sojourner
ACTIVE 83 DAYS

Opportunity
ACTIVE 8 YEARS 
AND COUNTING

Viking II
ACTIVE 3 YEARS,
7 MONTHS

Curiosity
ACTIVE 2 
MONTHS AND 
COUNTING

Spirit
ACTIVE 6 
YEARS, 2 
MONTHS

Mars 3
ACTIVE 20 
SECONDS
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WRITING TO INFORM AND EXPLAIN

When you write to inform 
or explain, your goal is to help 
readers understand. Start with 
a clear introduction to your 
topic. Figure out which facts 
and ideas go together and 
organize them that way. Use 
real-life examples to connect 
your words with something 

readers already know about. 
Make sure you define new or 
special words as you go along. 
Give lots of details to help make 
things clear. Illustrations, charts, 
and other graphics help show 
readers what you mean. When 
you put it all together, readers 
will say, “I understand!”

To read 

a great 

example of 

informative/

explanatory 

writing, turn  

the page!

This is an artist’s view of 
Curiosity exploring the  
Red Planet.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY JOE ZEFF DESIGN FOR TIME. MARS LANDSCAPES. NASA
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Write TIME For Kids® Grade 3 TEKS Alignment • (800) 858-7339 • www.tcmpub.com Page 3 of 4( ) Implied TEKS * Differentiated Instruction

Alignment to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)
Grade 3

Narrative Nonfiction Text Cards

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

“A Day in the Life” “A Young Chess 
Champion” “Hiccup No More” “Wild Things” “Places to Play” “Bill Jones 

Résumé”
“Explore a Land 

Before Time” “On Thin Ice”

St
ra

nd
s

1 Foundational 
Language Skills

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3D, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2Aiii), (2D), 3A, 3D, 

(4A)

2 Comprehension 6A, 6C, (6E), 6G, 6I 6A, 6B, 6C, (6E), 6I 6A, 6C, (6E), 6I 6A, 6C, 6D, (6E), 
6G, 6I 6A, (6C), (6E), 6G, 6I 6A, 6B, 6C, (6E), 6I 6A, *6B, 6C, *6D, 

(6E), 6I
6A, 6C, 6D, (6E), 

6G, 6I

3 Response Skills 7C, 7D, 7E, 7G 7C, *7D, 7E (7C), 7E, (7G) 7C, 7D, 7E 7C, 7E, 7G 7C, 7E, 7F, 7G 7E, 7F 7C, 7E, 7F, 7G

4 Multiple Genres 9D, 9Di, 9Dii 9D, 9Di, 9Dii, 9Diii 9D, 9Dii, 9Diii 9D, 9Di, 9Dii, 9Eii 9D, 9Di, 9Dii 9D, 9Di, 9Dii 9D, 9Dii 9D, 9Di, 9Dii, 9Diii

5 Author’s Purpose 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10B, 10C, 10D 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10C, 10D, 10E 10C 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10C 10B, 10C

6 Composition
11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 

11C, 11D, 11Di, 
(11Dxi), 11E, 12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 

11E, 12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 

11E, 12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Dii, 

11Div, (11Dxi), 11E, 
12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 

11E, 12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 

11E, 12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Dix, 
(11Dxi), 11E, 12B

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 

11E, 12B

7 Inquiry and 
Research

(13A), 13B, 13C, 
(13E), 13F

KONRAD WOTHE/MINDEN PICTURES

➵➵

Turn 

the 

page 

to read 

more.

A polar 
bear leads 
her cubs in 
Svalbard, 
Norway. 

 If you want to see climate change, 
head north. Keep going until you 
reach the top of the world. It's not 
easy. The Arctic is very isolated. It is 

The effects of climate change can be seen in the Arctic. 
They are a warning for all of us. 

home to few people. But those who get 
there see a part of the planet that is 
warming and changing faster  
than anywhere else. 
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Elizabeth Spiegel helps James 
Black sharpen his skills.

James Black plays  
chess at a park near his  

home in Brooklyn, New York. 
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A Young Chess Champion

 When James Black Jr. 
was eight years old, his dad 
showed him how to move the 
chess pieces on the board. "The 
game was interesting, so I kept 
playing," James told TFK. 

He quickly grew skilled 
at the board game. The goal 
of chess is to checkmate, or 
capture, the opponent's king 
piece. Now, James is on his way 
to becoming the youngest grand 
master in the United States. 

Grand master is the highest title 
that a chess player can achieve. 

Mastering the Moves
Being a chess player requires 
practice and patience. One 
game of chess can last up to 
six hours. "If you don't have 
patience, I don't think it's the 
game for you," says James.   

James practices chess every 
day for about six hours. To win 
tournaments, "you have to put 
in a lot of hard work," he says. 
And his hard work is paying 
off. Elizabeth Spiegel has been 
his coach for two years. "He's 
gotten better than me in that 
time," she told TFK. 

James is ranked third in 
the United States in his age 
group. He will represent the 
United States at the World 
Youth Chess Championship in 
Brazil. Will he reach his dream 
of becoming the youngest grand 
master? "It will be tough, but I 
think I can do it," he says. 

-By Katherine Watkins

James Black Jr. is 12 years 
old. He is already one of 
the best chess players  
in his age group in the 
United States. 
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 Come out, come out, wherever you are! 
That's what three new animal species did. Well, 
not exactly. Scientists actually had to work hard 
to find them. The creatures were discovered in 
a mountain range in northern Australia. The 
scientists say it's a "lost world." The species have 
been there for millions of years.

One of the creatures is a leaf-tailed gecko. 
A gecko is a kind of lizard. This gecko "is 
the strangest new species to come across 
my desk in 26 years," says Patrick Couper. 
He works for the Queensland Museum. 
A golden-colored skink was also found. A 
skink is another kind of lizard. And the third 
discovery is a yellow frog with brown spots.

Scientists found the creatures in 2013. 
Their home is a rainforest filled with huge 

boulders. The gecko and the skink both have 
unusually long legs. Scientists think they 
know why. Long legs are handy for climbing 
over rocks. The gecko's extra-big eyes help it 
see in the dark spaces between rocks.

The research team was dropped into the 
rainforest by helicopter. The area was very 
difficult to explore. The animals were hard to 
spot. Their natural colors and patterns help 
them blend in with their surroundings.

This rainforest is surrounded by walls 
of boulders. Some boulders are as big as 
houses. That's one reason the area hadn't 
been explored much before. Why should we 
keep exploring? Even in a modern country 
like Australia, there are new discoveries to 
be made.

-By TFK Staff

Explore a Land Before Time

The leaf-tailed gecko has 
large eyes and a body 
that can be up to eight 
inches long.

The golden-colored  
skink is a new  
species of lizard.

The spotted frog 
lives deep in 
the shadows of 
boulders, where 
the ground is 
moist and cool.

A lost world is discovered in northern Australia.
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5:30 a.m. My mom wakes me up, and I get dressed. For 
breakfast, I have tea and mandazi, a type of donut. At 6:30, 
I leave for school. The walk takes about 45 minutes. 

7:15 a.m. I get to school early to prepare for the day. At 8:00, my teacher arrives, and we 
practice multiplication. Next, we have English, and then my favorite subject, Swahili.  

1:30 p.m. Our teacher serves mixed beans and corn for lunch. After we eat, my friends and 
I play hand-clapping games. Then, some kids head home. Others pay a fee to stay for an extra 
40 minutes of school. I stay, so my school day doesn't end until 3:10. 

What’s it like to grow up in Kenya, a country in Africa? 

Here’s how one girl spends a typical day. 

4:00 p.m. At home, I change out of my school uniform. Then, I run outside to play with 
my friends. We jump rope and play catch with a soccer ball. At 5:00, I go to collect water. 
I use some for my shower. To warm up the water, I stick a hot coil in the bucket. My mom 
uses some of the water to cook.

5:30 p.m. I go to the market to shop for food. I buy cooking oil, kale, onions, and tomatoes. 
At 6:30, we eat dinner. We have ugali, or corn meal porridge, and kale. Finally, it's bedtime. 
I share a room with my mom. Good night!
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Hello ! 

My nam e is 

Jefris Khasandi. I am 

nine years o ld . I live w ith my 

m other, bro ther, and cous in in 

Kibera. That’s a 

neighborhood in the city 

o f Nairobi.

WRITING NARRATIVE NONFICTION

Writing a good story doesn’t always 
mean making the story up. Narrative 
nonfiction is writing that tells a true story. 
There are many ways to do this. The story 
can be about one person or many people. It 
can be about something that happened long 
ago or just a few minutes ago. In this 
kind of writing, you can even include 
your own experiences and ideas. 
You can also just tell the facts and 
keep yourself out of it. Narrative 
means the writer is the narrator, 
or storyteller. But the key word 
is nonfiction. That means what 
you’re writing is true.

Card ➊Narrative 
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To 

read 

a great 

example 

of narrative 

nonfiction 

writing,  

turn the page!

This is Jefris 
from Kenya in 
Africa.

v 10/9/03
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Write TIME For Kids® Grade 3 TEKS Alignment • (800) 858-7339 • www.tcmpub.com Page 4 of 4( ) Implied TEKS * Differentiated Instruction

Alignment to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)
Grade 3

Narrative Fiction Text Cards

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

“Thank You, 
Mr. Robinson”

“How Wisdom 
Spread Through 

the World”
“It’s a Dog’s Life” “The Bus Ride” “Go Fly a Kite!” “Friendly Rival”

“The Case of 
the Missing 
Cupcakes”

“The Terrific 
Treasure Hunt”

St
ra

nd
s

1 Foundational 
Language Skills

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
2Aiv, 2Bi, (2D), 3A, 

3D, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

1A, (1B), 1C, 1D, (1E), 
(2D), 3A, 3B, (4A)

2 Comprehension 6A, 6B, *6D, (6E), 
6G, 6I 6A, *6B, (6E), 6I 6A, 6C, (6E), *6F, 6I 6A, (6E), 6I 6A, 6B, *6C, (6E), 6I 6A, (6E), 6I 6A, *6B, (6E), 6F, 6I 6A, (6E), 6G, 6I

3 Response Skills 7C, 7E, 7G 7E, 7F, 7G (7C), 7E, 7F, 7G (7C), 7E, 7F, 7G (7C), 7E, 7F, 7G (7C), 7E, 7F, 7G (7C), 7E, 7F, 7G 7E, 7F, 7G

4 Multiple Genres 8B, 8C, 8D 8A, 8B, 8C, 9A 8B, 9A 8B 8C (8B), (8C) 8C, 8D 8B, 8C

5 Author’s Purpose 10A, 10B, 10C, 10D, 
10F 10A, 10C, 10D, 10F 10A, 10B, 10C 10A 10A, 10B, 10C 10A, 10D, 10F 10A, 10C 10A, 10C

6 Composition
11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 

11C, 11D, 11Dii, 
(11Dxi), 11E, 12A

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Dii, 

*11Div, (11Dxi), 11E, 
12A

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Dii, 

(11Dxi), 11E, 12A

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Dii, 

(11Dxi), 11E, 12A

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 

11E, 12A

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Dxi, 11E, 

12A

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, 11Di, 

(11Dxi), 11E, 12A

11A, 11B, 11Bi, 11Bii, 
11C, 11D, (11Dxi), 

11E, 12A

7 Inquiry and 
Research

(13A), 13B, 13C, 
(13E), 13F

Turn 

the 

page 

to read 

more.

➵

 A lex and Emma were walking on 
the beach. Alex liked to check the beach 
for cool stuff. And because he was one 
year older than Emma, they often did 
what he wanted to do.

"Mom said she's mad about your 
grades," said Emma. 

"Who cares what grades I get? One 
day, I'll have a job making computer 
games. Then, Mom won't complain."

"Don't you have to go to school to be 
able to work on stuff like that?"

"Whatever."
"Hey, what's that?" asked Emma. 

She pointed to something the tide had 
washed up on the shore. 

THE TERRIFIC 
TREASURE HUNT

Alex picked it up. It was a glass 
bottle sealed tightly with a cork. There 
was something inside the bottle. Alex 
tried to pull out the cork, but it wouldn't 
budge. Emma grabbed it from him and 
managed to twist the cork out.

"I loosened it for you," said Alex, 
annoyed.

Emma saw a paper in the bottle and 
pulled it out. She unfolded the paper 
and held it out to read. At the top of the 
sheet of paper were these words:
"FOLLOW THE CLUES TO FIND  
A GREAT TREASURE!"

Underneath, there was a row of 
seven small boxes and a column of 
numbers one through seven. Next to 
each number was a direction. 

ILLUSTRATIONS BY DAVID COULSON
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 “C'mon Butch, get the ball."
Sandy threw the ball and Butch raced 

across the yard. The dog caught the ball in his 
mouth, ran back to Sandy, and dropped it at his 
feet. Ten minutes later, Sandy said, "I know you 

love this game, but it's time 
to stop." Butch pulled 

back his mouth, and 
it looked like the dog 
was smiling.

"I wish I knew 
what you're thinking, 
Butch," said Sandy.

The next morning, 
Sandy felt something 
wet. It was Butch 
licking his face.

Suddenly, Sandy 
heard, I have to go 

out. Wake up! 
Sandy looked 

around, but only 
Butch was in the room.

Sandy is so lazy.
Sandy sat up in bed. 

"Who said that?"
I'll try licking him again.
As Butch began to lick Sandy, Sandy jumped 

back. Sandy thought, I'm hearing things in my 
head, but there's no one aroundÉexcept Butch.

If I don't go outside, there's going to be an 
accident inside.

Sandy was hearing Butch's thoughts! 
"Can you understand me?" Sandy said out 

loud.
Does he think I can talk? Sandy heard 

Butch think. 
Sandy's mind raced. Who could he tell 

about this? People would think he was nuts. 
"So, uh, Butch, you want to go outside?" asked 
Sandy.

I thought you'd never ask, thought Butch.
Outside, Sandy picked up a stick and tossed 

it. "Fetch it, Butch!"
Doesn't he ever get tired of this game?  

I know I do.

Sandy was shocked. He was sure Butch 
loved to chase things. 

"Let's go for a walk, Butch." Sandy put a 
leash on Butch. 

Hearing Things
At the park, Sandy unhooked the leash and let 
Butch play with other dogs. Sandy is okay for 
a human, Sandy heard Butch tell one of the 
other pooches. 

Later, at lunch, Sandy put out a bowl of dog 
food. "It's your favorite treat."

Same old stuff, day after day. I want 
human food.

Sandy and his family were eating at the 
kitchen table. He heard Butch. Yum, steak. My 
favorite. 

A second later, Butch was sitting next to 
Sandy, staring at the steaks.

"No, Butch!" yelled Sandy's mother. "Down!" 
They won't even give me a taste? We'll see 
about that. Butch jumped up on the table 
and grabbed a steak in his mouth. He ran out, 
gobbling down the food.

Sandy found Butch, curled up in his favorite 
spot and stopped to hear his dog's thoughts.

I play with them, walk with 
them, let them pet me, 
guard their house. 
And then, they 
get upset over 
a piece of meat. 
It's not easy 
being a dog.

The next 
morning, Sandy 
tried to listen 
to his dog's 
thoughts. But 
the power was 
gone! Now, what? 
Sandy thought. 

Butch sat up. 
Did I just hear my 
human's thoughts? Whoa!

Doesn't  
he ever  

get tired 
of this 
game?

I WANT 
HUMAN FOOD!

Card ➌
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It’s a Dog’s Life

 A lisha and Cindy 
were window-shopping 
at the mall. As the two 
friends strolled, Alisha 
showed Cindy a bracelet 
she had just bought. 

"Yeah, that's nice," 
said Cindy, barely 
looking at it. The two 
girls passed a fancy 
store. Cindy dragged 
Alisha in, and minutes 
later, Cindy came out 
with a new bracelet. 
She held it up for Alisha 
to admire. Alisha's 
heart dropped like a 
stone. The bracelet was 
a lot nicer than hers.

"It's beautiful," 
Alisha said, trying to 
sound happy for her 
friend. But inside, she 
wasn't happy. She was 
steaming.

Whatever Alisha 
owned, Cindy had a 
better version. Alisha 
remembered a T-shirt 
she wore to school. 
It had a picture of a 
famous band on it. 
Everyone said it was 
cool. Then, Cindy 
walked by in a T-shirt 
that had a funny 
saying on it. All the 
kids thought it was 
awesome. They kept 
repeating the saying 
over and over. 

Alisha did not want 
to feel jealous, but she 
couldn't help it. Cindy 
got a nicer haircut. Her 
parents took her on 
nicer vacations. Alisha 
showed Cindy the tablet 
she got for her birthday. 
Cindy pulled out a 
bigger, better one from 
her backpack. Cindy 
wasn't trying to show 
off, but it bothered 
Alisha all the same. 

The Sneaker 
Situation
A week later, Alisha 
went shopping with 
her mother and bought 
sneakers. Alisha wore 
them to school the next 

day. As luck would have 
it, Cindy also had on a 
new pair of sneakers. 
Except hers was a 
fancier brand that cost 
more money. "I like 
your sneaks," Cindy said 
to Alisha. "They look 
reallyÉcomfortable." 
Alisha could barely 
speak.

This was the last 
straw for Alisha. When 
she got home, she 
told her mother what 
happened. "Cindy's 
sneakers are nicer than 
mine. My sneakers are 
crummy. I hate them! I 
hate Cindy!"

Her mom said, 
"Don't worry about 

what other people 
have. Just find what's 
special about what you 
haveÐand enjoy it."

Alisha went to her 
room and stared at her 
sneakers. Well, they 
were comfortable. And 
she liked the color 
because it matched her 
jeans. She even liked 
the design on the sides. 
Maybe they weren't so 
bad after all.

Alisha wore her 
sneakers to school, and 
felt good about them. 
When she saw Cindy, 
she said, "I love your 
new sneakers."

And Alisha really 
was happy for her friend.

Friendly 
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 Sophia Lee swung and missed the ball by a 
foot. It was the first day of baseball practice, and 
Sophia was at bat. She was the only girl on her 
team, the Hendersonville Lions. The Lions were 
part of a youth baseball league. Sophia was the 
only girl on any team in the league.

None of the boys on the other teams wanted 
her to play. None of the boys on her own team 
wanted her to play.

Sophia missed the next pitch.
"Girls can't play baseball," yelled out a 

teammate.
"I can't believe she's on our team," said 

another.
Sophia threw down her bat and walked to 

the bench with her head down. She tried not to 
cry.

It was time to practice fielding. Sophia  went 
out to play second base. When the coach hit the 
ball to her, she dropped it, then kicked it. Billy, 
the shortstop, rolled his eyes. Sophia wanted to 
hide under second base.

Practice finally ended, and Sophia walked 
home by herself.

The Kids Travel
Later that afternoon, Sophia met up with Danny 
Gooding at her house. Danny was her best 
friend and a big baseball fan. She told him what 
happened on the baseball field. "All the guys 
make fun of me because I'm a girl. I can't take it. 
I'm going to quit the team tomorrow."

"Forget about baseball," Danny said. "Let's go 
time traveling."

Time traveling! This was a secret between 
the two friends. No one knew about it, not 
even Danny or Sophia's parents. Sophia had 
made a machine for a science-fair project. It 
was supposed to make atomic particles. After 
Danny dropped the machine, something 
weird happened. When they turned it on, it 
took them into the past. It had become a time 
machine. They never knew where or what year 

it would take them to. Luckily, the device always 
returned them to the present.

"Fine," said Sophia, "I need to be cheered 
up." They went into her room and pulled out the 
time machine. It was just a little bigger than a 
cell phone. "Let's go!" she said, as she pressed the 
button on the machine. There was a quick flash 
and the smell of burnt spaghetti. An instant later, 
they wereÉ well, 
they didn't 
know where 
they were.

Welcome to 
Philadelphia

"This looks like a baseball 
stadium," said Danny. "But I don't 
know which one."

The two kids were standing on the infield. 
Nearby, one team was taking batting practice. 
Sophia picked up a program that was lying on 
the ground. It read "Shibe Park, Philadelphia. 
Brooklyn Dodgers versus Philadelphia Phillies."

"I've never heard of Shibe Park," said Danny. 
"And don't the Dodgers play in Los Angeles?" 
Then Sophia noticed the date on the program: 
1947!

The two turned to watch the Dodgers 
taking batting practice. The player at bat had 
the number 42 on his uniform. He was the only 
African-American player on the field.

"Wait!" exclaimed Danny. "I've seen pictures 
of that guy. It's Jackie Robinson! He's the first 
African-American player in the Major Leagues. I 
think this was, er, is his rookie year!"

Robinson was slamming the ball into the 
outfield. Some Phillies fans had come early to 
the game. They were standing near the field, 
yelling insults at Robinson. They didn't like that a 
black player was playing with white playersÑand 
they let him know it.

"That's very uncool," said Sophia, pointing at 
the mean fans.

Standing Tall
Robinson heard the insults but didn't say a word 
or even look around. Some of the Phillies players 
were standing in their dugout. A few of them 
shouted out some unkind words to Robinson and 
laughed.

Robinson didn't answer them. He just kept 
his eyes on the ball as he hit. When he finished 
batting, he started to walk towards the Dodgers 
dugout.

"I've got to talk to him!" said Sophia. She and 
Danny ran up to Robinson, and Sophia said, 

"Mr. Robinson, how can you put up with what 
they're saying? Why don't you yell back?"

He replied, "I don't pay attention to 
the insults. You see, I'm not playing just 
for myself, but for a bigger cause. I want 
other black players to be allowed in the 
big leagues."

Sophia said quietly, "If people treated 
me like this, I'd probably give up."

Robinson smiled. "I'll never give up. 
I don't care what others say about me. I 
have a right to play, and nobody can take 
that away from me."

At that  moment, a police officer started 
hollering at Sophia and Danny to get off the field. 
The two kids ran into the dugout and found an 
empty room. Sophia hit the button on their time 
machine. In a flash, the two were back home. It 
was the same time they had left. 

Danny said, "Jackie Robinson made the Hall 
of Fame. He was a great player."

Sophia replied, "He was also a great person. 
He didn't let anyone stop him from playing. He 
taught me a big lesson."

The next day, Sophia 
went back to the Lions' 

practice. She took her 
swings at bat. Some 

boys yelled insults 
at her, but Sophia 
didn't hear a word 
they said. 

Several games 
later, Sophia hit a 

home run.
"That's for Jackie 

Robinson," she said.

Thank You, Mr. Robinson
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Turn 

the 

page to 

read an 

example 

of narrative- 

fiction writing. 

WRITING NARRATIVE FICTION

Narrative fiction is a made-up story, created by the writer. 
That means narrative fiction writers have a lot of freedom. 
They can invent people, places, and events. They can even 
change the laws of science. When writing a narrative, the 

fiction writer tells a story that is often 
an event or a series of events. They 

may invent characters who seem 
real and put them in situations 
that seem real. Sometimes they 
put real people in made-up 
situations. Or they put made-up 
people in real situations. 
Dialogue—people speaking—

helps tell what characters 
are thinking and feeling. Vivid 
descriptions of feelings, people, 
places, and events keep readers 
interested and entertained. 
Words, language, and 
imagination are the basic 
tools of narrative fiction 
writers. They use these 
tools to create a 
good story and 

tell it well. 
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