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American Mosaic
When groups of people live together, they create their own ways 

of doing things.  They may share similar customs.  They may 
have similar beliefs.  People create a way of life that is common to 
those in their group.  This is called culture.  Clothing, food, and 
arts are all part of culture.  Some cultures may listen to a certain 
type of music.  Others may make a special kind of art.  Different 
cultures may celebrate different holidays.  Each culture is unique.

America has a culture all its own.  It is a large country with a rich 
history.  It is made up of many different kinds of people.  America’s 
culture is like a mosaic (moh-ZEY-ik).  It uses many small pieces to 
make one big, beautiful picture.  That is to say, many cultures mix 
together to create the mosaic of an American way of life.
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Grades 
K–5

Discover an innovative, integrated approach to social 
studies instruction with an emphasis on interactive 

student engagement and creative lesson plans.

Think Outside the Textbook



High-interest, Content-Area Readers and Reader’s Theater

Management GuideStudent Handbook Digital Resources

2 (800) 858-7339 | www.tcmpub.com/wv-resources
Components shown are subject to change. Contact us for pricing and to order.

Ø 6 copies of each title in print and digital formats
Ø Corresponding lesson plan for each title

Captivate young students with vibrant 
texts and engaging lessons that 
introduce social studies topics, from 
civics to geography.

Grade K
EXPLORING

Soci
al Studie

s

West Virginia

25 full-color copies for 
students and a teacher copy

Includes a standards alignment 
and a scope and sequence for 

easy implementation

eBooks, audio recordings, and 
student reproducibles reinforce 
concepts and extend learning

© Teacher Created Materials
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Map It
Learning Objectives

Students will:

	 ‣	use the text and the images in the book to determine if images 

are places or maps.

	 ‣	use maps to answer questions.

	 ‣	understand the relationship between a place and a map of 

that place.

Geographic Tools

Standards
	 ‣	CCSS Reading: Describe the relationship 

between illustrations and the text in 

which they appear.

	 ‣	CCSS Writing: Recall information from 

experience or gather information from 

provided sources to answer a question.

	 ‣	Content: Understands the characteristics 

and uses of maps, globes, and other 

geographic tools and technologies.

	 ‣	Language: Communicate information, 

ideas, and concepts necessary for 

academic success in the content area of 

Social Studies.

Materials  
	 ◆	
	 ◆	

Day 2 During Reading (page 171)

Day 3 After Reading (page 172)

Day 4 Primary Source Activity

(page 173)

Day 5 Activities from the Book

(pages 18 and 22 in the books)

Map It!

Name: ______________________________  Date:__________
Map or Place?Directions: Decide if each of the pictures below 

shows a map or a place.  Write map or map or map place under place under place
each picture.
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Lead the Way!
What is a leader?  Do you know?  A 

leader guides people.  A leader is helpful 
and fair.

This girl gets a star for leading her troop.

This soccer coach leads his team.

4 5

Motivate students to explore a wide 
range of social studies themes through 
content-area readers with embedded 
primary sources, Reader’s Theater, 
research-based lesson plans, and 
digital resources that extend learning.

Grade 1
EXPLORING

Soci
al Studie

s

West Virginia

Ø 6 copies of each title in print and digital formats
Ø Corresponding lesson plan for each title

25 full-color copies for 
students and a teacher copy

Includes a standards alignment 
and a scope and sequence for 

easy implementation

eBooks, audio recordings, and 
student reproducibles reinforce 
concepts and extend learning

© Teacher Created Materials
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What Makes a Fam
ily?

Learning Objectives 

describe the similarities between families of the past and present. 

recall information from personal experiences to describe family 

heirlooms and traditions.

discuss and record their family histories.

Standards 
‣ CCSS Reading: Describe the connection 

between two individuals, events, ideas, or 

pieces of information in a text.

‣ CCSS Writing: With guidance and support 

from adults, recall information from 

experiences or gather information from 

provided sources to answer a question.

‣ Content: Understand family life now and 

in the past, and family life in various places 

long ago.  

‣ Language: Communicate information, 

ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

Materials  

Timeline for the Lesson

Day 1 Before Reading (page 50)

Day 2 During Reading (page 51)

Day 3 After Reading (page 52)

Day 4 Primary Source Activity (page 53)

Day 5 Activities from the Book

(pages 20 and 24 in the books)

What Makes a Family?

Name: ______________________________  Date:____________
Branching OutDirections: Draw the people in your family in the boxes.  Write your 

family’s last name in the circle.

Reader’s 
Theater

Lead the Way!
What is a leader?  Do you know?  A 

leader guides people.  A leader is helpful 
and fair.

This girl gets a star for leading her troop.

This soccer coach leads his team.

4 5
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Ø 6 copies of each title in print and digital formats
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Encourage critical thinking with rich 
informational texts, inquiry-based lessons, 
Reader’s Theater, and other resources that 
cover the four disciplines of social studies: 
history, geography, economics, and civics.

Grade 2
EXPLORING

Soci
al Studie

s

West Virginia

A region may have a certain climate, or weather 

pattern.  Or, maybe a special type of animal lives there.   

Each region has its own unique traits.  

Regions 
A region is an area of land.  It has its own features.  

These features set it apart from other areas around it.  

This is the Northeast region.
These are the four regions of the United States.

West

South

Midwest No
rth

ea
st

Four Regions 
The United States can be split many 
different ways.  One way is to split it into 
four regions.  These four regions are the 
Northeast, the South, the Midwest, and the 
West.  In which region do you live?

14 15

© Teacher Created Materials

U.S.Government
You and the

Jennifer Overend Prior
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

‣	locate nonfiction text features to help find information 

more easily.

‣ use nonfiction text features to create and answer questions 

about the book.

‣ recognize how the government works to help its people.

Standards
‣ CCSS Reading: Know and use various 

text features to locate key facts or 

information in a text efficiently.

‣ CCSS Writing: Recall information from 

experiences or gather information from 

provided sources to answer a question.

‣ Content: Understands ideas about civic 

life, politics, and government.

‣ Language: Communicate information, 

ideas, and concepts necessary for 

academic success in the content area of 

Social Studies.

Materials  

Day 3 After Reading (page 122)

Day 4 Primary Source Activity

(page 123)

Day 5 Activities from the Book

(pages 28 and 32 in the books)

You and the U.S. Government
You and the U.S. Government

Name: __________________________________ Date: _____________
Branches of GovernmentDirections: Write one fact about each branch of government in the ovals 

below.  If the oval has an E, write a fact about the executive branch inside it.  

If it has an L, write a fact about the legislative branch.  If it has a J, write a fact 

about the judicial branch.

________________________
________________________

________________________

L ________________________
________________________

________________________

J ________________________
________________________

________________________

We the People
Leaders run our country.  But who chooses these leaders?

The people who started our country are called the 

 (kon-sti-TOO-shuhn).  

Can I Vote?

10 11

25 full-color copies for 
students and a teacher copy

Includes a standards alignment 
and a scope and sequence for 

easy implementation

eBooks, audio recordings, and 
student reproducibles reinforce 
concepts and extend learning

Reader’s 
Theater

The Constitution begins with the words “We the 

people.”  This means that Americans are in charge of 

picking their leaders.

Can I Vote?
All adult Americans are allowed 
to vote.  You are an adult when 
you are 18 years old.

1111



High-interest, Content-Area Readers and Reader’s Theater

Management GuideStudent Handbook Digital Resources

5(800) 858-7339 | www.tcmpub.com/wv-resources
Components shown are subject to change. Contact us for pricing and to order.

Ø 6 copies of each title in print and digital formats
Ø Corresponding lesson plan for each title

Social studies themes and topics come 
to life with captivating images and texts 
that explore the United States government, 
community service, our natural resources, 
and more.

Grade 3
EXPLORING

Soci
al Studie

s

West Virginia

A Place to Live 
Some people live in small towns.  

Some people live in big towns.  Big 
towns are called cities .   People all l ive 
in communities (kuh‑MYOO‑ni‑teez).  
Communities are places where groups of 
people live and work together. 

This is a house in a small town.

This is a big city.

4 5

#18475 Primary Source Readers:  Early America

Early American Indian Tribes Reader

Before Reading

1.

3 Students will discover how beliefs, customs, and 

traditions of early American Indian tribes were passed 

down and differed from tribe to tribe.  (Social Studies 

Content Objective)

3 Students will use prior knowledge and make connections 

as they read.  (Nonfiction Reading Objective)

3 Students will use sensory images to write expository 

information.  (Expository Writing Objective)

• Early American Indian Tribes readers

• Copies of student reproducibles (pages 52–56)

• Winter Count from the 1800s primary source overhead transparency

Learning Objectives

Resources

Using the Readers

Student Reproducibles
Name _______________________________________________Geography of Early American Indian Tribes Directions:  Use this map of the United States that shows the early American 

Indian regions to answer the following questions.1. Name two 
present-day states where Southwest 
tribes lived.

a.

b.

2. Name a state 
where you could 
have seen 
chickees.  

  ______________

3. Name four states 
in the Northeast 
tribal region.

Life in the Northeast
The Indians in the Northeast lived in villages surrounded 

by tall palisades (pal-uh-SADES), or walls.  Most of their 

homes were wigwams, which were only large enough for one 

family.  Wigwams were round-shaped houses that had a smoke 

hole at the top.  

Some tribes lived in long houses that were made from bark 

and poles.  Long houses were long buildings with rounded 

roofs.  Several families lived together in each long house.  

Many northeastern 

Indians were farmers 

who planted crops like 

tobacco, squash, and 

yams.  Their most 

important crop 

was corn.  

The tribes used 

every part of the 

corn.  Women roasted, 

stewed, boiled, and 

mashed the kernels.  

�

tanning

 Tan That Hide!

Mounds of Dead
During the early American period, northeastern Indians began burying their dead in large mounds of dirt.  Sometimes the tribe would create many mounds in 

a row.  The picture below shows the Great Serpent Mound in Ohio.  The mounds are arranged in the shape of a large snake.

� Indian village with birch bark wigwams

Algonquin village with palisades 
and long houses

25 full-color copies for 
students and a teacher copy

Includes a standards alignment 
and a scope and sequence for 

easy implementation

eBooks, audio recordings, and 
student reproducibles reinforce 
concepts and extend learning

Reader’s 
Theater

�

Women were in charge of tanning
the deer hides to soften the skins.  
Clothing and shoes were made from 
the soft skins.  Mothers taught the 
young girls how to tan hides as well 
as prepare the deer meat for meals.

 Tan That Hide!

Mounds of Dead
During the early American period, northeastern Indians began burying their dead in large mounds of dirt.  Sometimes the tribe would create many mounds in 

a row.  The picture below shows the Great Serpent Mound in Ohio.  The mounds are arranged in the shape of a large snake.

Indian village with birch bark wigwams

Sometimes they ground the corn 

into cornmeal for bread.  They 

even used the husks for crafts, 

bedding, shoes, and ceremonies.
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Standards-based resources tap into 
students’ natural curiosities about our 
country’s fascinating history, covering 
important grade-level topics and building 
content-area literacy.

When people traveled west, they usually took their whole family.  
They went in covered wagons that were pulled by horses, mules, or 
oxen.  Wagons were big, but people still had to leave most of their 
things behind.  Some people even traveled on foot for thousands of 
miles so they could fit more items into the wagon.

Timing was important when heading west.  If travelers left too 
early, there would be no grass along the trail for their animals to eat.  
If they left too late, they might get caught in heavy snow.  They had 
to leave at just the right time.

Even if settlers found the perfect time to leave, traveling on the trails 
was still hard.  A lot could happen to a person along the way.  Some 
people were run over by wagons.  Wild weather could cause wagons 
to break or get stuck.  And sometimes, animals trampled travelers.  
But, disease was by far the biggest killer.  For every mile of the trail, 
between 10 and 15 people died from disease.  Those who died were 
buried in shallow graves along the trail.  

Even with all of these dangers, people still headed west.  Their 
journeys made trails that led from one side of the country to the other.  

ALL ABOUT WAGONS

A family buries a loved one along the trail.

Settlers struggle to get their 
wagon across a snowy bridge.

10 11

Grade 4

EXPLORING

Soci
al Studie

s

West Virginia

Ø 6 copies of each title in print and digital formats
Ø Corresponding lesson plan for each title

• analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important 

similarities and differences in the point of view they represent

• write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences

• describe the people associated with and the events that led to the 

development of the U .S . Constitution

Learning Objectives

Forming a New Government books

copies of student activity sheets 

(pages 228–233)

• Benjamin Franklin Speech 

source (speech

• sticky notes
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UNIT
UNIT

New
 Gover

New
 Gover

New
 Gover

New
 Gover

New
 Gover

New
 Gover

New
 Gover

New
 Gover

New
 Gover

New
 Gover

New
 Gover

New
 GoverNNNNNNm

e
m

e
m

e
m

e
m

e
m

eNNNNNNtttttt

555555

Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________
______________________Writing the DeclarationDirections: Look at the painting closely.  Then, answer the questions about it.

1. What do you see in the painting? 
  _____________________________________________________________________
  _____________________________________________________________________
2. Why do you think there are so many papers on the floor?

Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson 
examine a draft copy of the Declaration of Independence .

25 full-color copies for 
students and a teacher copy

Includes a standards alignment 
and a scope and sequence for 

easy implementation

eBooks, audio recordings, and 
student reproducibles reinforce 
concepts and extend learning

Imagine you have a big project that you have worked on for a long time.  
Then, halfway through, you realize that it does not do what you need it to do.  Then, halfway through, you realize that it does not do what you need it to do.  
You have to start all over again.  That’s what happened to the Founding Fathers 
after they created the Articles of Confederation.  The new government didn’t 
work very well.  The central government was too weak.  It could not collect 
taxes or form an army.  It couldn’t even make laws.  By 1787, it was clear to 
almost everyone that they needed something new.

The Constitution 
of the United States 

Delegates meet to 
revise the Articles.

18181818181818

Reader’s 
Theater

Heading WestHeading West
When people traveled west, they usually took their whole family.  

They went in covered wagons that were pulled by horses, mules, or 
oxen.  Wagons were big, but people still had to leave most of their 
things behind.  Some people even traveled on foot for thousands of 
miles so they could fit more items into the wagon.

Timing was important when heading west.  If travelers left too 
early, there would be no grass along the trail for their animals to eat.  
If they left too late, they might get caught in heavy snow.  They had 
to leave at just the right time.to leave at just the right time.to leave at just the right

Even if settlers found the perfect time to leave, traveling on the trails 
was still hard.  A lot could happen to a person along the way.  Some 
people were run over by wagons.  Wild weather could cause wagons 
to break or get stuck.  And sometimes, animals trampled travelers.  
But, disease was by far the biggest killer.  For every mile of the trail, 
between 10 and 15 people died from disease.  Those who died were 
buried in shallow graves along the trail.  

Even with all of these dangers, people still headed west.  Their 
journeys made trails that led from one side of the country to the other.  

Wagons were made of wood and had white fabric over the top for 
protection from the weather.  They were 12 feet (3.6 meters) long 
with wheels that were 6 ft. (1.8 m) tall.  People often traveled in 
long lines called wagon trains for safety.

ALL ABOUT WAGONS

A family buries a loved one along the trail.

Settlers struggle to get their 
wagon across a snowy bridge.

1010 1111

Over the summer of 1787, delegates met behind closed doors.  The debate was 
hot.  So was the weather.  Many issues had to be revisited.  And new issues came 
up.  How much power should the central government have?  What should states 
pay for?  What should the central government pay for?  Should representatives be 
chosen directly by the people?  Or should the state legislators pick?  How many 
representatives should each state have?  This last one proved one of the hardest to 
solve.  Once all the decisions had been made, they created a new document.

Alexander HamiltonAlexander HamiltonAlexander Hamilton
Alexander Hamilton was the only New Alexander Hamilton was the only New Alexander Hamilton was the only New 
York delegate to sign the ConstitutionConstitutionConstitution.  
He also wrote the Federalist Papers to He also wrote the Federalist Papers to He also wrote the Federalist Papers to 
help people understand the Constitution.  help people understand the Constitution.  help people understand the Constitution.  
This helped get the Constitution ratified, This helped get the Constitution ratified, This helped get the Constitution ratified, 
or approved, by the states so that it could or approved, by the states so that it could or approved, by the states so that it could 
become law.

19191919191919
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Early explorers, Native Americans, and the 
reasons for a revolution are among the 
diverse social studies topics that students 
will explore in depth with nonfiction texts 
and engaging print and digital resources.

Shiloh 
The Union learned from the Battle of Bull Run.  It now 

knew how strong the Confederate army was.  More battles 
took place.  The two armies clashed again and again.  In 
Tennessee, a new battle began on April 6, 1862.

It was early in the morning.  Union soldiers were eating 
breakfast.  They received word that Confederate soldiers 
were heading straight for them.  It was a surprise attack!  
Union soldiers scrambled to prepare for battle, but they 
did not have enough time.  In just two hours, they heard an 
eerie rebel yell.  The enemy was upon them.

Bullets filled the air.  They sounded like hornets.  The 
area later became known as the Hornet’s Nest.  The fight 
lasted all day.  That night, the South claimed the 
battle as a victory.  But, the fighting was 
not over.  More Union soldiers arrived 
overnight.  The next morning, Grant ordered 
a counterattack.  Union troops forced the 
Confederates to retreat.  The fighting ceased.  
More than 23,000 Americans lay dead.

WOMEN AND THE WAR

12 13

Grade 5

EXPLORING

Soci
al Studie

s

West Virginia

Ø 6 copies of each title in print and digital formats
Ø Corresponding lesson plan for each title
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3
UNIT

compare and contrast the overall structure of events, ideas, concepts, or 

information in two or more texts .

write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences

understand the cultural, economic, and constitutional issues that caused 

the Civil War, including sectionalism, states’ rights, and slavery

Task

Before Reading (page 200)
Before Reading (page 200)
Before Reading

Summary of Student 

Learning Activities

Primary Source Activity

(page 199)
Primary Source Activity

(page 199)
Primary Source Activity

(page 199)

Learning Objectives

Materials • Dred Scott Decision Transcript 

(scotttranscript

• index cards

•

Causes of the Civil War: A House Divided

UNIT

A NATION DIVIDED

3

Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________
______________________Slavery MapDirections: Look at the maps closely.  Then, answer the questions.

The top map shows the number of enslaved people in the United States in 1790 .  The bottom 

map shows the number of enslaved people in the United States in 1860 .

1. How do these maps show a change in the slave population between 1790 and 1860?

  _____________________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________________

25 full-color copies for 
students and a teacher copy

Includes a standards alignment 
and a scope and sequence for 

easy implementation

eBooks, audio recordings, and 
student reproducibles reinforce 
concepts and extend learning

Two men capture escaped slaves 
under the Fugitive Slave Act.

Compromise of 1850
In 1849, California sought to join the Union, and it didn’t want slavery.  

Now, there would be more free states.  Conflict between the North and 
South flared up as the balance between free states and slave states was 
upset once again.  This led to a second compromise.

The Compromise of 1850 was an attempt to keep the peace.  It stated 
that California would enter the Union as a free state.  But the people 
living in New Mexico and Utah Territories would get to choose whether 
they wanted to be a free state or a slave state.

The Compromise also changed the Fugitive Slave Act and banned 
slave trading in Washington, DC.  Slavery itself was still allowed.  But, 
people could no longer be bought or sold there.  This was a big deal.  The 
largest slave market in the country was in DC.  More slaves were traded 
there than anywhere else.  

FUGITIVE SLAVE ACT 

This map shows the western United States 
after the Compromise of 1850.

10 11

Reader’s 
Theater

Shiloh 
The Union learned from the Battle of Bull Run.  It now 

knew how strong the Confederate army was.  More battles 
took place.  The two armies clashed again and again.  In 
Tennessee, a new battle began on April 6, 1862.

It was early in the morning.  Union soldiers were eating 
breakfast.  They received word that Confederate soldiers 
were heading straight for them.  It was a surprise attack!  
Union soldiers scrambled to prepare for battle, but they 
did not have enough time.  In just two hours, they heard an 
eerie rebel yell.  The enemy was uponeerie rebel yell.  The enemy was upon them. them.

Bullets filled the air.  They sounded like hornets.  The Bullets filled the air.  They sounded like hornets.  The 
area later became known as the Hornet’s Nest.  The fight 

While men fought, women did many jobs While men fought, women did many jobs 
normally done by men.  They farmed and normally done by men.  They farmed and 
worked in factories.  Some went to the worked in factories.  Some went to the 
front lines as nurses.  Some even dressed as front lines as nurses.  Some even dressed as 
men and fought!  Others raised money for men and fought!  Others raised money for 
the armies by selling homemadethe armies by selling homemade goods.

WOMEN AND THE WAR

Bullets filled the air.  They sounded like hornets.  The Bullets filled the air.  They sounded like hornets.  The 
area later became known as the Hornet’s Nest.  The fight area later became known as the Hornet’s Nest.  The fight 
lasted all day.  That night, the South claimed the lasted all day.  That night, the South claimed the 
battle as a victory.  But, the fighting was battle as a victory.  But, the fighting was 
not over.  More Union soldiers arrived not over.  More Union soldiers arrived 
overnight.  The next morning, Grant ordered overnight.  The next morning, Grant ordered 
a counterattack.  Union troops forced the .  Union troops forced the 
Confederates to retreatretreat.  The fighting ceased.  
More than 23,000 Americans layMore than 23,000 Americans lay dead.

1212 1313

Two men capture escaped slaves 
under the Fugitive Slave Act.

Many people fled to the North 
to escape slavery.  The Fugitive 
Slave Act allowed people to search 
for escaped slaves in the North.  
But in 1850, Congress changed 
the law.  It said that Northerners 
must help return runaway slaves 
to their owners.  It also set 
harsher punishments for helping 
people escape slavery.  This upset 
many Northerners.

FUGITIVE SLAVE ACT 

1111
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Exploring Social Studies: West Virginia is designed to 
excite students about social studies and West Virginia 
history. Teachers can address grade-level social studies 
content with whole- and small-group instruction.

Professional Development
Teacher Created Materials offers professional development solutions designed to 
support the effective and immediate implementation of your Exploring Social Studies: 
West Virginia curriculum. 

These sessions will help teachers to:

➤ Clarify the benefits and identify the key components of Exploring Social Studies: West Virginia.
➤ Learn how the program provides engaging, standards-based instruction.
➤ Discover how the curriculum aligns to all grade level standards for social studies.
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