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Communities

Little Italy in New York City, around 1900

Little Italy in New York City, present day
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EXPLORING

Social Studies

Think Outside  
the Textbook

Discover our comprehensive approach to social studies that builds 
literacy and inspires authentic learning.

Aligned 
to State 

Standards



Inspire authentic learning through an 
integrated approach to social studies 

and literacy.
Students will develop social studies content knowledge and build literacy skills with resources that 
cultivate curiosity about civics, geography, history, and economics, helping them understand the 
world around them and their connection to it.

Exploring Social Studies features high-interest student texts, creative lesson plans, inquiry-based 
analysis of primary sources, and an emphasis on interactive student engagement. Teachers will 
save time with everything they need to support instruction with the flexibility for use in multiple 
instructional settings, while meeting state standards for both ELA and social studies.

Contact us for more information and to order: (800) 858-7339 • go.tcmpub.com/ess-explore

Inquiry-Based Learning

Developing 
Questions and 

Planning Inquiries

Applying 
Disciplinary 

Concepts and Tools

Evaluating 
Sources and 

Using Evidence Communicating 
Conclusions and Taking 

Informed Action

EXPLORING

Social Studies



Contact us for more information and to order: (800) 858-7339 • go.tcmpub.com/ess-explore

Components vary and are customized to meet 
your state’s curriculum.

Program Components
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English Language Development Support
Use these strategies throughout the lesson .

Emerging Expanding Bridging

Discuss specific examples 
that demonstrate how 
the author of Geographic 
Features conveys meaning 
through the use of images 
that support the language 
used in the book (e .g ., the 
landform images on page 7) .

Help students find and 
discuss specific examples 
that demonstrate how 
the author of Geographic 
Features conveys meaning 
through the use of images 
and captions that support 
the language used in the 
book .

Have students find and 
analyze specific examples 
that demonstrate how 
the author of Geographic 
Features conveys meaning 
through the use of images, 
captions, and bolded text 
that support the language 
used in the book .

Before Reading Procedure
 1. Provide students with sheets of paper for 

drawing .  Have each student draw a picture 
of a land feature (mountain, river, hills, 
ocean, canyon) .

 2. Explain that the book they will read is 
about geographic features and that each 
of their drawings represents a kind of 
geographic feature .

 3. Review the following vocabulary words 
from the book’s glossary, and write them 
on chart paper or the board .  Have each 
student write a description of his or her 
drawing using at least one of the vocabulary 
words .

 • Allow English learners to preview the 
book, and direct them to the images in 
the book that support the vocabulary 
words .

 4. Gather students together, and have 
them share their drawings and written 
descriptions .

 5. Distribute the Geographic Features books 
and have students turn to Photos and Maps 
(SGPB page 7) .  Explain that they will use 
the page to record what they learn from 
photos and maps in the book .  Provide an 
example by pointing to the map on page 4 .  
Tell students that by looking at the map and 
reading the caption, you learn about U .S . 
101 that runs along the west coast .

 6. Have students skim through the book, 
looking at the photos and illustrations .  
Have them record the kind of graphic they 
find in the first column and what they learn 
from it in the second column .

 7. Tell students that as they read, they 
will look for information to answer the 
questions When? Where? Why? and How?  
They will also take note of how the photos 
and illustrations provide additional and 
clarifying information .

Lesson 1—Day 2

Geographic Features (cont.)

	 ★ adapt
 • culture
	 ★ diverse
 • drought
 • fertile

 • industry
 • inland
 • plateau
 • ports
 • prairies

Vocabulary Words
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Content-Area Texts 
Examine history through multiple 
perspectives and boost literacy 
skills while focusing on history, 
geography, economics, and 
civics topics.  

Primary Sources
Strengthen inquiry-based 
learning and critical thinking 
through analysis of primary 
sources to make real-life 
connections to the past.

Lesson Plans
Encourage active student engagement and 
analysis of the texts and primary sources 
to build deeper content knowledge.

Separation of 
Powers

The U.S. Constitution is the main set of laws for our country.   
It says how our government should work.  It also lists all the things 
Americans can do and should have.  These are called rights.  

The U.S. Constitution says that the government should be split 
into three branches, or parts.  Each branch has its own jobs and 
makes big decisions.  One branch always checks the work of the 
other two branches.  This system is called checks and balances.  
It keeps one branch from having too much power.  The branches 
work together and protect the rights of the people.
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Supreme Court
• Can throw out laws that are 

unconstitutional

The President
• Can reject laws
• Appoints Supreme Court judges

Congress
• Can reject president’s 

ruling
• Can limit spending  

of federal money
• Can remove  

the president

Checks and Balances

President George W. Bush 
signs a law in 2008.

6 7

Professional Resources
Save time and facilitate implementation with a research 
base, scope and sequence, document-based assessments, 
and targeted instructional support.

Digital Resources
Dive deeper into content and support blended 
learning with interactive eBooks, student 
activities, and audio to build fluency.
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Project-Based Learning

Making a Difference in Your Community

Inquiry-Based Civic Engagement

Primary 
Lesson
(Grades K–2)

You can be a good citizen.  One way to do that is to know 

your rights.  Rights are things you are allowed to do.  You 

have the right to be treated fairly.  You have the right to say 

what you think.  Others do too.  These are equal rights.

You can be a good citizen in other ways too.  You have 

many responsibilities.  Responsibilities are things you 

should do.  For example, you share the area where you live.  

You should help take care of it.  You should keep it clean.  

You should keep noise low.

Adults have rights.  They can vote in elections.  They have 

responsibilities too. They have to pay taxes.  But there is one 

thing you do that adults do not do.  You go to school.

School is a right.  School is a 

responsibility too.  School for 

children in this country is free.  

It is not a choice.  Children 

cannot go to work instead of 

school.  And no child can be 

left out of school.  You should 

try your best in school.  That 

is one more way you can be a 

good citizen.

Community Citizens

How can  work with othe
rs to make a d

ifference?

Standards
 • Identify and explain local issues and some ways in which people are trying to address 

these issues.

 • Identify ways to take action to help address local issues. 

 • Participate in collaborative conversations with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

 • Use listening and consensus-building to decide on and take action in their classrooms.

Essential Question

Post about your civic 

engagement using 

#TakeActionTCM 

to connect with other 

classrooms that are 

making a difference!

You can be a good citizen.  One way to do that is to know 

your rights.  Rights are things you are allowed to do.  You 

have the right to be treated fairly.  You have the right to say 

what you think.  Others do too.  These are equal rights.

You can be a good citizen in other ways too.  You have 

many responsibilities.  Responsibilities are things you 

should do.  For example, you share the area where you live.  

You should help take care of it.  You should keep it clean.  

You should keep noise low.

Adults have rights.  They can vote in elections.  They have 

responsibilities too. They have to pay taxes.  But there is one 

thing you do that adults do not do.  You go to school.

School is a right.  School is a 

responsibility too.  School for 

children in this country is free.  

It is not a choice.  Children 

cannot go to work instead of 

school.  And no child can be 

left out of school.  You should 

try your best in school.  That 

is one more way you can be a 

good citizen.

Community Citizens

Instructional support for 
easy implementation

Help students take action!
Download FREE Civics Lessons and Project-Based Learning Activities.
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Project-Based Learning

Making a Difference in Your State

Inquiry-Based Civic Engagement

How can  work with othe
rs to make a d

ifference?

Standards
 • Draw on disciplinary concepts to explain the challenges people have faced and 

opportunities they have created, in addressing regional problems at various times 

and places. 

 • Explain different strategies and approaches students and others could take in working 

alone and together to address regional problems, and predict possible results of their 

actions.

 • Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly.

Essential Question

Upper 
Elementary 

Lesson
(Grades 3–5)

State citizens enjoy all the rights

the state has to off er.  � ey also have 

responsibilit
ies to the state and to 

other citizens.  Citizens take and give 

back.  Without give and take, a state 

would not function long.  Its citizens 

must be active.

Rights and responsibilities are at the 

heart of being a citizen.  � ey change 

from state to state.  Each state makes 

its own laws.  But the big ideas are 

common to most states.

Rights 
All state citizens have the same 

rights.  � ey have the right to be part 

of their state government.  � ey have 

the right to take part in it too.  Citizens 

have the right to know what happens in 

their government.  � ey have the right 

to protection.  Rights are granted to all 

citizens.

� e state must honor these rights.  

It must treat all people fairly.  A state 

cannot ignore or change laws for one 

person or group.

Responsibilities 
Citizens have responsibilities to 

help shape their state government.  

Voting is a common way to take 

part.  A democracy will fail without 

people being active 

in it.  Citizens must 

fulfi ll the duties 

they are called 

upon to perform.  

For example, state 

citizens must pay 

taxes to the state.  

� ey must follow all 

laws.  � ey must also 

care for the places 

where they live.

State Citizens

� ey must follow all 

laws.  � ey must also 

State Tax

Post about your civic 

engagement using 

#TakeActionTCM 

to connect with other 

classrooms that are 

making a difference!

State citizens enjoy all the rights 
the state has to offer.  They also have 
responsibilities to the state and to 
other citizens.  Citizens take and give 
back.  Without give and take, a state 
would not function long.  Its citizens 
must be active.

Rights and responsibilities are at the 
heart of being a citizen.  They change 
from state to state.  Each state makes 
its own laws.  But the big ideas are 
common to most states.

Rights 
All state citizens have the same 

rights.  They have the right to be part 
of their state government.  They have 
the right to take part in it too.  Citizens 
have the right to know what happens in 
their government.  They have the right 
to protection.  Rights are granted to all 
citizens.

The state must honor these rights.  
It must treat all people fairly.  A state 
cannot ignore or change laws for one 
person or group.

Responsibilities 
Citizens have responsibilities to 

help shape their state government.  
Voting is a common way to take 
part.  A democracy will fail without 
people being active 
in it.  Citizens must 
fulfill the duties 
they are called 
upon to perform.  
For example, state 
citizens must pay 
taxes to the state.  
They must follow all 
laws.  They must also 
care for the places 
where they live.

State Citizens

State Tax
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Project-Based Learning

Making a Difference in Your Country
Inquiry-Based Civic Engagement

How can  work with others to make a difference?

Standards
 • Draw on multiple disciplinary lenses to analyze how a specific problem can manifest itself 

over time, identifying its characteristics and causes, and the challenges and opportunities 
faced by those trying to address the problem.

 • Assess individual and collective capacities to take action to address problems, taking into 
account a range of possible levers of power, strategies, and potential outcomes.

 • Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly.

Essential Question

Middle 
School 
Lesson

Most people are citizens of nations.  In the 

United States, there are two ways that people can 

become citizens at birth.  One way is by being born 

in the United States.  The other way is to have a 

parent who is a U.S. citizen.

People who are not U.S. citizens at birth can 

work to become U.S. citizens.  They have to take 

tests and live in the United 

States for a number of 

years.  This process is called 

naturalization.  Each year, 

hundreds of thousands of 

people become naturalized

U.S. citizens.

Rights and responsibilities are at the heart of 

being a citizen.  They change from state to state.  

Each state makes its own laws.  But the big ideas 

are common to most states.

Rights and Responsibilities 
Citizens of most democracies have many of 

the same rights and responsibilities.  For example, 

democratic citizens can vote in elections if they 

meet certain requirements.  In the United States, 

people must be at least 18 years old to vote, 

and they must have lived in an area for a certain 

amount of time—usually about one month.

Democratic citizens also pay taxes.  Citizens 

of the United States pay taxes to the federal 

government based on their incomes.  They also 

pay taxes to their states for property they own.  

Most states also charge sales tax.  That means 

people who make purchases in those states (even 

if they don’t live there) pay money to the state.  All 

these taxes help support government eff orts.

Another responsibility 

of citizens in democratic 

countries is serving your 

country.  In the United States, 

this comes in the form of 

forcing men into military 

service if needed.  All men 

between 18 and 25 years old must register for the 

Selective Service System.  This system is used to 

activate the draft, a method by which men are 

required to serve in the military.  The draft can 

be activated at any time, and men who are called 

must serve.  At this time, only men must register; 

women do not have to.  Some other countries 

require all citizens to serve time in the military.

Equal Rights
Citizens of democracies 

have many freedoms; 

however, with those freedoms 

come responsibilities.  People 

may not always see things 

the same way, but allowing 

others to live as they choose 

is key to being a good citizen.  

In the United States, there are 

laws to protect people’s cultures and beliefs.  This 

has been true since the Bill of Rights was added 

to the Constitution.  Laws in the United States still 

support equal rights for all.

National Citizens Post about your civic 
engagement using 
#TakeActionTCM 
to connect with other 
classrooms that are 
making a difference!

Most people are citizens of nations.  In the 
United States, there are two ways that people can 
become citizens at birth.  One way is by being born 
in the United States.  The other way is to have a 
parent who is a U.S. citizen.

People who are not U.S. citizens at birth can 
work to become U.S. citizens.  They have to take 

tests and live in the United 
States for a number of 
years.  This process is called 
naturalization.  Each year, 
hundreds of thousands of 
people become naturalized 
U.S. citizens.

Rights and responsibilities are at the heart of 
being a citizen.  They change from state to state.  
Each state makes its own laws.  But the big ideas 
are common to most states.

Rights and Responsibilities 
Citizens of most democracies have many of 

the same rights and responsibilities.  For example, 
democratic citizens can vote in elections if they 
meet certain requirements.  In the United States, 
people must be at least 18 years old to vote, 
and they must have lived in an area for a certain 
amount of time—usually about one month.

Democratic citizens also pay taxes.  Citizens 
of the United States pay taxes to the federal 
government based on their incomes.  They also 
pay taxes to their states for property they own.  
Most states also charge sales tax.  That means 
people who make purchases in those states (even 
if they don’t live there) pay money to the state.  All 
these taxes help support government efforts.

Another responsibility 
of citizens in democratic 
countries is serving your 
country.  In the United States, 
this comes in the form of 
forcing men into military 
service if needed.  All men 

between 18 and 25 years old must register for the 
Selective Service System.  This system is used to 
activate the draft, a method by which men are 
required to serve in the military.  The draft can 
be activated at any time, and men who are called 
must serve.  At this time, only men must register; 
women do not have to.  Some other countries 
require all citizens to serve time in the military.

Equal Rights
Citizens of democracies 

have many freedoms; 
however, with those freedoms 
come responsibilities.  People 
may not always see things 
the same way, but allowing 
others to live as they choose 
is key to being a good citizen.  
In the United States, there are 
laws to protect people’s cultures and beliefs.  This 
has been true since the Bill of Rights was added 
to the Constitution.  Laws in the United States still 
support equal rights for all.

National Citizens

Launch Training 
Educators will learn to identify the key 
components of Exploring Social Studies 
and see how the included professional 
resources provide instructional support.

In-Service 
Teacher Created Materials facilitators will 
deliver in-person workshops to provide 
product knowledge, delivery strategies, 
and classroom application ideas.

Webinars
In-depth webinars provide 
specific grade-level trainings 
in the Exploring Social 
Studies curriculum.

Contact us for more information and to order:  
(800) 858-7339 • go.tcmpub.com/ess-explore

EXPLORING

Social Studies
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Project-Based Learning
Making a Difference in Your WorldInquiry-Based Civic Engagement

How can  work with others to make a difference?Standards
 • Use disciplinary and interdisciplinary lenses to understand the characteristics and causes 

of global problems; instances of such problems in multiple contexts; and challenges and 

opportunities faced by those trying to address these problems over time and place.
 • Assess options for individual and collective action to address global problems by engaging 

in self-reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal reasoning.
 • Apply a range of deliberative and democratic strategies and procedures to make decisions 

and take action in out-of-school civic contexts. • Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Essential Question

High 
School 
Lesson

To be a citizen anywhere today is in actuality to be a citizen of the world.  The world is connected in intricate, dynamic, and inseparable ways.  This is true whether we want it to be or not, as there is nowhere too small or too distant to stay unseen or inaccessible.  In these ways, the rights and responsibilities of citizenship can be understood to extend to the entirety of the world.
It may seem there is a great deal of difference between local citizenship and being a global citizen; however, they are essentially the same.  Citizens belong to communities and are protected by their rights.  In turn, they are responsible to the groups to which they belong.  Their responsibilities are meant to benefit themselves and everyone else.

The rights and responsibilities of world citizenship are like those of other types of citizenship, but on a larger scale.  For example, caring for the environment locally might include picking up trash, while caring for the environment globally might include limiting greenhouse gases.  Being a local citizen might mean interacting with people in the community, while being a global citizen might mean learning new languages to speak to people internationally.  All these are important, and all make differences in the world.
Rights and Responsibilities 

As a world citizen, each person should enjoy fundamental human rights.  These include the rights to life, freedom, expression, and more.  No matter where a person lives, they should enjoy these rights freely.  Through technology, each of 

us—as citizens of the world—can speak loudly in support of human rights.  It is easy today for anyone to notice where these rights are in danger.  The citizens of the world can speak together to fight back against injustices and make changes where changes should be made.
We know that the world has become a smaller place through modern means of communication and transportation.  In the past, it was easy to reach out to people in one’s community.  Now, we can connect with people all around the world.  In fact, the smaller the world feels, the more important it becomes to support one another and maintain connections.  We are entering a time of partnership for people around the world, in which the actions and decisions in one area have consequences everywhere.  It is important to remember that we are all citizens of Earth, and what happens to one affects all.  We might likewise depend on one another to succeed.  After all, responsibility to self and others is at the heart of what it means to be a citizen.

Global Citizens
Post about your civic engagement using 
#TakeActionTCM to connect with other classrooms that are 

making a difference!

To be a citizen anywhere today is in actuality to be a citizen of the world.  The world is connected in intricate, dynamic, and inseparable ways.  This is true whether we want it to be or not, as there is nowhere too small or too distant to stay unseen or inaccessible.  In these ways, the rights and responsibilities of citizenship can be understood to extend to the entirety of the world.
It may seem there is a great deal of difference between local citizenship and being a global citizen; however, they are essentially the same.  Citizens belong to communities and are protected by their rights.  In turn, they are responsible to the groups to which they belong.  Their responsibilities are meant to benefit themselves and everyone else.

The rights and responsibilities of world citizenship are like those of other types of citizenship, but on a larger scale.  For example, caring for the environment locally might include picking up trash, while caring for the environment globally might include limiting greenhouse gases.  Being a local citizen might mean interacting with people in the community, while being a global citizen might mean learning new languages to speak to people internationally.  All these are important, and all make differences in the world.Rights and Responsibilities As a world citizen, each person should enjoy fundamental human rights.  These include the rights to life, freedom, expression, and more.  No matter where a person lives, they should enjoy these rights freely.  Through technology, each of 

us—as citizens of the world—can speak loudly in support of human rights.  It is easy today for anyone to notice where these rights are in danger.  The citizens of the world can speak together to fight back against injustices and make changes where changes should be made.
We know that the world has become a smaller place through modern means of communication and transportation.  In the past, it was easy to reach out to people in one’s community.  Now, we can connect with people all around the world.  In fact, the smaller the world feels, the more important it becomes to support one another and maintain connections.  We are entering a time of partnership for people around the world, in which the actions and decisions in one area have consequences everywhere.  It is important to remember that we are all citizens of Earth, and what happens to one affects all.  We might likewise depend on one another to succeed.  After all, responsibility to self and others is at the heart of what it means to be a citizen.

Global Citizens
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