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Anthropomorphism 

Identi y purpose .

key words

read and think

author’s craft
In this tale, the 
animals have human characteristics. How do the characters behave like people? How do they behave like animals? Can you think of other stories in which animals have human traits?

coy (adjective): not telling all the information that could 
be revealed
The actor was coy about his next movie and would not 
even say what its title would be. 

spare (verb): to choose not to punish or harm someone or 
something
In one well-known tale, a lion spares the life of a mouse. venture (verb): to go somewhere that is unknown or 

dangerous
The puppy dug a hole under the fence and ventured 
into the neighbor’s yard.

Folktales are stories passed down through generations. Some folktales explain how 

something came to be. Others teach a lesson. What is the purpose of this folktale? 
How do you know?

ÒUm, yes,Ó he said nervously. ÒWeÕre quite ready for a meal.Ó He lowered his head, as if he was 
preparing to charge at the wolf. The wolf backed away. ÒPlease donÕt eat me!Ó he 
begged.

The goat looked directly into the wolf Õs eyes. ÒIf 
we let you go, what will you do for us in return?Ó she 
asked. 

The wolf thought for a moment, and then he said, 
ÒIf you spare me, I will bring you another 12 wolves.ÓÒBring us the wolves, and we will let you live,Ó 
said the goat.

The wolf dashed away to warn the rest of the 
pack. ÒA goat and a ram are eating wolves, and they 
have a sack full of bones. We have to leave the forest!Ó

ÒNo way!Ó the other wolves howled. ÒWeÕll battle 
them together.Ó The wolves ran off to find the goat 
and the ram. 

Seeing the wolves approach, the goat ran up a tree. The ram attempted to do the same, but he could not climb very high. The wolves surrounded them.
ÒTheyÕre all here, just as we planned!Ó the goat yelled as she rattled the sack. ÒGet them, my friend!Ó

She kicked the scared ram, and he landed on 
the frightened wolves. The wolves quickly ran away, 
never to return. From that day on, the goat and the 
ram lived safely and peacefully in the forest, for no 
other animal dared to come after them. 
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How can you convince others that disagreement 
is either useful or that it should be avoided? 
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Words to Know
Directions: Review the key words from “On a Mission.”  Add words or 
drawings in the Notes column to help you remember the words. Use the last 
two rows to record challenging words you or your teacher identifies.

Word Part of  
Speech Definition/Sentence Notes

high-tech adjective

using new technology

All the students did 
their research on their 
high-tech tablets.

perk noun

a privilege or a bonus

One of the perks of 
living in this building 
is that you get to use 
the swimming pool.

stationary adjective

not moving; in a fixed 
position

The rain clouds have 
stayed stationary 
over Minnesota.
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36 Rhyme Scheme

Make connections.

key words

read and think

author’s 
craft

Read the poems aloud 
and listen to the 
rhymes. In each stanza, 
or group of lines, the 
second and fourth lines 
rhyme. In your opinion, 
how can these rhymes 
make the poem more 
enjoyable to read?

accrue (verb): to increase as time passes
My mom accrues more vacation time every year that 
she stays at her job. 

creed (noun): an idea that guides a person’s actions
An important creed of this community is that everyone 
should help his or her neighbors. 

heed (noun): attention or notice
Jacob paid the bullies no heed. 

As you read, try to make connections 
between the text and your own experiences. 

Have you ever dreamed of mastering a 
sport or skill? Have you ever tried hard to 
overcome a challenge? What does your 
experience tell you about Bill’s situation?

Dear Bill,

Bill, you truly make me proud.

I love your attitude.

With effort and hard work,

top skills will be accrued.

It’s only been a month

since you joined the team.

Each day you make improvements,

inching closer to your dream. 

Someday perhaps you’ll lead us

to great victory.

But no matter what,

you’re a winner according to me. 

Keep w o rking hard ,

Coach

ILLUSTRATION BY ERIC DESCHAMPS

—By Joe McGowan
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How can failure be an inspiration? 

essential 
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His coach thinks he has a good 
attitude.

The rhyming words are always at the ends of the second and fourth lines of each stanza.

Their experiences and refusal to give up inspire Bill to keep trying.

Failure inspires us to keep working at something, and eventually we get better at it.

Circle three sets of words that show the author’s use of rhyme. Jot a note about the pattern used for the placement of the rhyming words.

A

Underline a clue or clues the author provides that help you to make an inference about his heroes. Jot a note in the margin telling what you inferred from the clues.

B

Draw an arrow to a connection between the boy’s actions and what the coach thinks about him. Jot a note explaining the connection you made.

C

Put a box around the paragraph that addresses failure and success. Jot a note about how failure can inspire a person.

D

A

B

CD

M
ake Inferences

M
ake Connections
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Sample 5th Grade Reading Pacing Plan (2 Hours, 50 Minutes) 
 

 Reading 
Skill 

Focus 
TEK Focus 

(Overlapping Document 2019) 

Whole-
Group  

Instruction 
(30 Minutes)  

Small-Group Instruction 
Rotation #1 

(20 Minute Rotations)  
*Optional* 

STAAR 
Practice 

Small-Group Instruction 
Rotation #2 

(20 Minute Rotations) 
Whole-Group 

Closure 
(20 Minutes)    Teacher  

Station 
Independent 

Station 
Teacher  
Station 

Independent 
Station 
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ay

 1
 Retell 

Narrative 
Nonfiction 

5.7D retell, paraphrase, 
or summarize texts in 
ways that maintain 
meaning and logical 
order.  

“On a Mission” 
Text Card  
Part 1 

“On a Mission” 
Text Card  
Part 2 

“On a Mission” 
Text Card  
Part 5: Write It 

“On the 
Beach at 
Night” 

“On a 
Mission” Text 
Card Part 3  

“On a 
Mission” Text 
Card  
Part 4: Quick 
Check 

“On a Mission” 
Text Card  
Part 5: Work 
Together 

D
ay

 2
 Identify Main 

Idea and 
Supporting 

Detail 

5.9Di recognize 
characteristics and 
structures of 
informational text, 
including:  
the central idea with 
supporting evidence.  

“School for 
Girls” Text Card 
Part 1 

“School for 
Girls” Text Card 
Part 2 

“School for 
Girls” Text Card 
Part 5: Write It 

“Dolphin by 
Any Other 
Name” 

“School for 
Girls” Text 
Card Part 3  

“School for 
Girls” Text 
Card  
Part 4: Quick 
Check 

“School for Girls” 
Text Card  
Part 5: Work 
Together  

D
ay

 3
 

Synthesize 
Graphics 

5.9Dii recognize 
characteristics and 
structures of 
informational text, 
including: features such 
as insets, timelines, and 
sidebars to support 
understanding.  

“Sitting Down to 
Take a Stand” 
Text Card  
Part 1 

“Sitting Down to 
Take a Stand” 
Text Card  
Part 2 

“Sitting Down to 
Take a Stand” 
Text Card  
Part 5: Write It 

“The Cracks 
in the Wall”  

“Sitting Down 
to Take a 
Stand” Text 
Card Part 3  

“Sitting Down 
to Take a 
Stand” Text 
Card  
Part 4: Quick 
Check  

“Sitting Down to 
Take a Stand” 
Text Card  
Part 5: Work 
Together  

U
ni

t #
2:

 In
fe

re
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e 

D
ay

 4
 Make 

Connection 
to Text 

5.6E make connections 
to personal experiences, 
ideas in other texts, and 
society.  

“Basketball 
Dreams” Text 
Card  
Part 1 

“Basketball 
Dreams” Text 
Card  
Part 2 

“Basketball 
Dreams” Text 
Card  
Part 5: Write It 

“My (Short) 
Life in Show 
Biz” 

“Basketball 
Dreams” Text 
Card Part 3 

“Basketball 
Dreams” Text 
Card  
Part 4: Quick 
Check 

“Basketball 
Dreams” Text 
Card  
Part 5: Work 
Together 

D
ay

 5
 

Tie Details 
Together 

5.6H synthesize 
information to create 
new understanding.  

“Taking Flight” 
Text Card  
Part 1 

“Taking Flight” 
Text Card 
Part 2 

“Taking Flight” 
Text Card  
Part 5: Write It 

“The Right to 
Vote” 

“Taking 
Flight” Text 
Card  
Part 3  

“Taking 
Flight” Text 
Card  
Part 4: Quick 
Check 

“Taking Flight” 
Text Card  
Part 5: Work 
Together 

D
ay

 6
 

Defend 
Inferences 

5.6F make inferences 
and use evidence to 
support understanding.  

“Edison’s 
Lessons” Text 
Card  
Part 1 

“Edison’s 
Lessons” Text 
Card  
Part 2 

“Edison’s 
Lessons” Text 
Card  
Part 5: Write it 

“On Top of 
the World” 

“Edison’s 
Lessons” 
Text Card 
Part 3 

“Edison’s 
Lessons” 
Text Card 
Part 4: Quick 
Check 

“Edison’s 
Lessons” Text 
Card Part 5: Work 
Together 

 

SSI Reading Solution for Summer School 

12 Text Cards (6 copies each) feature  
high-quality content from TIME For Kids®

Lessons are organized by unit and support 
teachers in scaffolding instruction

Program Welcome provides suggested 
pacing plan for easy implementation and 
minimal planning to maximize  
instructional time

Student Guided Practice Book includes 
reading comprehension, vocabulary, and 
writing practice, as well as collaborative 
activities perfect for stations and 
independent work

Digital resources include interactive, 
purposeful technology, keeping young 
learners engaged with rich audio support 
and interactive text card activities

This Finnish tale shows that smart 
This Finnish tale shows that smart 
This Finnish tale shows that smart 

thinking can save your life.
thinking can save your life.
thinking can save your life.This Finnish tale shows that smart 
This Finnish tale shows that smart 
This Finnish tale shows that smart 

For all their lives, the goat and the ram had lived on 

a quiet farm. Then one day, the farmer sent them 

away. ÒIÕm sorry,Ó he said, Òbut I can no longer afford 

to feed you.Ó

The goat and the ram wandered into a forest. 

They had never ventured outside the farm before, 

and the ram, who was often nervous, shook with fear. 

ÒHow will we protect ourselves?Ó he asked the goat. 

ÒWe donÕt even know how to fight.Ó

ÒDonÕt worry,Ó the goat said. ÒWe will never have 

to fight, thanks to my plan.Ó Then she got to work 

filling a sack with rocks and wood chips. 

Just then, the two friends saw a wolf in the 

distance, and the ram began to panic. ÒWeÕre 

finished,Ó he sobbed.  

But the goat remained calm. She shook the sack 

full of rocks and wood chips, and it rattled loudly.

Hearing the noise, the wolf came closer. ÒHeÕs 

going to eat us!Ó whispered the ram.

The wolf looked at the goat and the ram with 

interest, and then his eyes fell upon the sack. ÒWhatÕs 

in there? Tell me or IÕll eat you!Ó

ÒIn here?Ó the goat asked coyly as she rattled 

the bag. ÒThese are just the bones of wolves we have 

eaten. We havenÕt dined in a long time, and we are 

very hungry. How lucky that youÕre here!Ó Then she 

elbowed the ram.

ILLUSTRATION BY MATT COLLINS FOR TIME FOR KIDS
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Pretest (cont.)
Directions: Use the text on page 27 to help you answer the questions.

 1. Imagine there was a photograph of the students listening to a tape 
of King’s funeral speech.  How could it help readers understand how 
they were able to listen to a speech that happened before they were 
born?

 A It would show how students traveled back in time.
 B It would show how students imagined they were in the crowd.
 C It would show how students watched a reenactment.
 D It would show how students took turns reading the speech aloud.

 2. What do the details in the first 
paragraph tell readers?

 A They are at a funeral. 
 B They are attending church.
 C Hearing King’s speech was 

touching.
 D People do not remember the 

bombing. 

 3. If the students felt good about 
the trip, why were they crying? 

 A They were sad about the 
deaths of the four girls but 
also inspired.

 B They did not like the trip.
 C They were happy.
 D They didn’t want to learn 

about the church bombing.

 4. What is the purpose of the 
quotations in the text?

 A to convince the reader to 
believe in the civil rights 
movement

 B to validate and personalize 
points made in the text

 C to explain the travel itinerary 
of the trip

 D to show how politicians feel 
about Sojourn to the Past

 5. Why did the author include a 
sidebar?

 A to provide more detail about 
the bombing

 B to tell more about segregation
 C to tell about a student 

experience
 D to describe the civil rights 

movement 
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Part 3: Third Read

A Words to Know

 1. Turn to Words to Know on Student Guided 

Practice Book page 180 to review the key 
words list. 

 2. Have students add words and drawings to 
the Notes column for one or two words. For 
example, students might use the word coy in 
a sentence or draw a goat in the forest next 
to venture.

3.  Direct students to choose one or two 
words they found challenging.  They may 
work in partners to record the part of 
speech, definition, and notes.

B Read and Find

 1. Guide students to skim the text on Student 

Guided Practice Book page 179 to gather 
details that will help answer the Essential 
Question.

 2. While searching for details, have students 
analyze the important story elements and 
complete the graphic organizer on Student 

Guided Practice Book page 181. 

 3. Monitor students as they work, and provide 
feedback.

C Talk about It

 1. Guide student discussion of the Essential 
Question: How can you convince others that 

disagreement is either useful or that it should 

be avoided?

 2. Engage students in the Campfire 
Discussion protocol. Have the group sit 
in a circle with a large sheet of chart paper 
(campfire) in the middle. Provide students 
with sticky notes, and have each write his 
or her response to the following questions. 

Students should then place their notes 
around the chart paper. 

 › Which characters in the story wanted to 
avoid disagreement?

 › How was the goat’s plan a creative way to 
deal with disagreement?

 › What did the goat do to convince the ram 
to go along with the plan?

 3. After the questions have been addressed, 
each student then takes a turn reading 
aloud a sticky note other than his or her 
own, providing each person in the group 
with an opportunity to respond. As students 
share, discuss how these questions help us 
answer the Essential Question. 

Cultural Responsiveness:  
By using the Campfire Discussion 
protocol, you are validating 
the cultural behavior of shared 
responsibility and connectedness 
while students practice school-culture 
norms for taking turns and deciding 
how and when to speak.

Beginner or Intermediate 
Language Learners:  
Provide discussion response frames.
The _____ wanted to avoid 

disagreement.  
The goat’s plan was a creative way to 

deal with disagreement because 
_____.

The goat _____ to get the ram to go 
along with her plan.

The Goat and the Ram
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i19137

Synthesize 
   Elements

Identify
Purpose/Perspective

Combine
Corroborating

Details

Resolve
Conflicting

Details 
i19137

 Summarize

  Synthesize  
Graphics 

Retell
  

Narrative 

Fiction 

Identify 
Main Idea 
and Details 

4 Comprehension Posters reinforce reading 
strategies

Support students and teachers 
with a flexible summer learning resource 
that builds comprehension skills and key 
readiness TEKS. This turnkey solution 
designed for intervention includes engaging 
texts and rich instruction that prepares 
students to become strong, independent 
readers and confident test takers. 

B4066

Resources 
curated by 

Texas educators 
to meet SSI 

requirements

Aligned to  
key readiness 

TEKS

ILLUSTRATION BY 
ERIC DESCHAMPS

Dear Coach,

I’ve worked so hard to reach 

my goal

and sink the basketball.

You tell me I must try again

and keep my head held tall. 

Each morning I arrive at dawn

and greet the lonely court.

I plant my feet upon the line

and practice my beloved sport.

Each shot I make, I tell myself,

is just a stepping-stone.

I hope that my past failures 

will bring me to the zone.

Others who have failed at first

have gone on to succeed.

The paths they took were filled 

with bumps.

They paid them little heed.

Edison failed a thousand times

before his bulb shined bright.

The Wright brothers tried time 

and again

until their planes took flight.

“I’ve failed over and over and 

over again…

And that’s why I succeed.”

The motto of Michael Jordan

is now my favorite creed.

I’m working hard to reach my goal.

My failures are a tool.

They make me wise with each new try.

I aim to keep my cool.

I take a stand, hold fear in check,

And aim for every swish.

Practice gives me confidence.

I’ll strive to get my wish.

I hope someday I will succeed

and that I won’t give up.

But win or lose, I won’t have failed

as long as I show up.

Thanks, 
 Bill CONTINUED
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Spanish 
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Launch Training In-Service Webinars

Support every student and make 
implementation easy with Add-on Packs!

Customized professional 
development options makes 

implementation easy.

To learn more about this product 
to support your summer school 
instruction, contact your local sales 
consultant today!

Texas Reading: Student Guided Practice Books
1-9 copies: $14.99 each • 10+ copies: $9.99 each

Level Item
Grade 5 SSR124292
Grade 5 (Spanish) SSR124293
Grade 8 SSR124294

Complete Kits • $299.99 each
Level Item
Grade 5 SSR124189
Grade 5 (Spanish) SSR124190
Grade 8 SSR124191

Practicing for Success: STAAR Reading
25-Pack • $273.99 each

Level Item
Grade 5 25-Pack* SSR100514
Grade 5 25-Pack* (Spanish) SSR100517

*25-Pack includes a Teacher’s Guide.

Prepare students for STAAR testing with engaging, rigorous practice 
exercises based on the TEKS.

GO ON

Name:  __________________________________ Date:  ______________________________

Poetry Practice Exercises

Lord Ullin’s Daughter (cont.)
Directions: Read each question carefully. Record the correct answer on your answer sheet. 

 1 What is the author’s purpose of including stanza 4?

 A To show that the horsemen just want to talk with them

 B To provide details about the Chieftain

 C To describe why they need to escape across the water

 D To share information about the horses being ridden

 2 Which lines from the poem show that her father is out to get the chief?

 F And I’ll give ye a silver pound / To row us o’er the ferry.

 G “Come back! Come back!” he cried in grief, / “Across this stormy water;”

 H I’ll meet the raging of the skies, / But not my angry father!

 J For should he � nd us in the glen, / My blood would stain the heather.

 3 Read the sentence below.

I’ll meet the raging of the skies, / But not my angry father!

What does the daughter mean?

 A She would rather risk her life in the storm than stay and face her upset father.

 B She would prefer to � y over the water than face the angry men on horseback.

 C She has made a decision to swim across the water to escape her father.

 D She would rather get drenched from the rain than stay at home with her father.

© Teacher Created Materials 100490—TIME FOR KIDS Practicing for Success: STAAR 63
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