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Alignment to the Common European Framework 
Language Power Sample Lesson 
Level A (Beginner), Ages 8–11 

 
Empower English language learners to build language proficiency with this highly 
differentiated and rich instructional resource. Each kit in the Language Power 
series is anchored by a dynamic, level-appropriate text set and provides rigorous 
instruction in the four language domains. 
 Listening 
 Speaking 

 Reading 
 Writing 

Each kit includes: 
• 30-piece themed and leveled Text Set featuring a variety of genres, 

subjects, and high-interest topics in print and digital formats 
• Student Guided Practice Book (single copy; additional copies can be 

ordered) 
• Teacher’s Guide with lessons addressing the criterion in the Common 

European Framework Illustrative Scales 
• Audio recordings of texts 
• Parent Tip Cards in English and Spanish 
• Digital Resources including text sets, Student Guided Practice Book pages, 

Parent Tip Cards, and assessment resources 
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Using the Sample Lessons Aligned to the Common European Framework 
 
What Is the Common European Framework? 
The Common European Framework is a language development framework that sets 
forth the theory and pedagogy for how language develops. It discusses in depth the 
language demands in career and society. Through Illustrative Scales, the framework 
sets forth language proficiency levels and descriptors for listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing and lays out what a language learner needs to be able to know and do in a 
breadth of areas of language and contexts. It also outlines methods and 
recommendations for teaching language learners. This is not just for English, but 
across all languages. 

How are the Sample Lessons Aligned? 
The sample lessons are meant to demonstrate how all lessons in Language Power can support 
instruction within the Common European Framework. The language development opportunities 
and language demands in the selected sample lesson shown below and on the subsequent pages 
are aligned to the Illustrative Scales from the Common European Framework. The Illustrative 
Scale categories that are addressed in each lesson part or section are annotated on the sample 
lesson plan. The graphic below shows a lesson part.  The yellow boxes show the Illustrative 
Scale category and the Reference Level within that scale to which a specific lesson section 
aligns. It also includes the page number citation where that Illustrative Scale can be found in the 
Common European Framework. 
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What Are the Illustrative 
Scales? 
The Illustrative Scales are set 
forth as a way to measure of 
language proficiency in specific 
categories.  They are designed 
to measure how well an 
individual uses language in a 
variety of contexts. 

 

 

The following is the general 
global scale used within each 
Illustrative scale category. 
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Sample Lesson, “Night at the Community Center” 
Language Power, Level A (Beginner), Ages 8–11 

 
 
  

Sustained Monologue: 
Describing Experiences  
A2, …Can give short basic 
description of events and 
activities… (pg. 59) 
 

Overall Listening 
Comprehension:  
A2, Can 
understand enough 
to be able to meet 
needs of a 
concrete type 
provided speech is 
clearly and slowly 
articulated. (pg. 
66) 

Overall Spoken Interaction 
A2, Can communicate in 
simple routine tasks requiring a 
simple direct exchange of 
information on familiar and 
routine matters to do with work 
and free time…(pg. 74) 

Understanding a 
Native Speaker 
Interlocutor:  A2, Can 
understand what is said 
clearly, slowly, and 
directly to him/her, 
provided he/she can 
ask for repetition or 
reformulation from 
time to time. (pg. 75) 
 

Vocabulary Range:   
A2, Has sufficient vocabulary 
to conduct routine, everyday 
transactions involving familiar 
situations and topics.  
(pg. 112) 
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Reading for 
Information and 
Argument:  
A2, Can identify 
specific information in 
simpler written material 
he/she encounters such 
as letters, brochures, 
and short newspaper 
articles on familiar 
subjects. (pg. 70) 

Overall Reading Comprehension:  
A2, Can understand short, simple texts on familiar matters of a 
concrete type which consist of high frequency everyday or job-
related language. (pg. 69) 

Listening to 
Announcements and 
Instructions:   
A1, Can understand 
instructions addressed 
carefully and slowly to 
him/her and follow 
short simple 
directions.  (pg. 67) 

Planning:   
A2, Can recall and rehearse an 
appropriate set of phrases from 
his or her repertoire. (pg. 64) 

Overall Oral 
Production:  
A1, Can produce simple 
mainly isolated phrases 
about people and 
places. (pg. 58) 

Goal-Oriented Co-operation: 
A1, Can understand questions, and instructions 
addressed carefully and slowly to him/her and 
follow short simple directions. Can ask people 
for things, and give people things. 

General Linguistic 
Range: 
A2, Can use basic 
sentence patterns and 
communicate with 
memorized phrases, 
groups of a few words 
and formulae about 
themselves and other 
people, what the y do 
places, possessions, etc. 
(  ) 
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Grammatical Accuracy:  
A1, Shows only limited 
control of a few simple 
grammatical structures 
and sentence patterns 
learnt repertoire. 
(pg. 114) 

Phonological Control:  
B1, Pronunciation is 
clearly intelligible even if 
a foreign accent is 
sometimes evident and 
occasional 
mispronunciations occur. 
(pg. 117) 

Overall Written 
Production:  A1, Can 
write simple isolated 
phrases and sentences. 
(pg. 61) 
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Processing Text:   
A2, Can pick out and reproduce 
key words and phrases or short 
sentences from a short text 
within learner’s limited 
competence. (pg. 96) 

Orthographic Control: 
Can copy short sentences 
on everyday subjects. 
Can write with 
reasonable phonetic 
accuracy (but not 
necessarily fully standard 
spelling) short words that 
are in his/her oral 
vocabulary. (pg. 118) 

Overall Written 
Production:  A1, Can 
write simple isolated 
phrases and sentences. 
(pg. 61) 


