Alignment to the Common European Framework
Time for Kids, Nonfiction Readers Sample Lesson
Challenging, Ages 10–11

Build English language proficiency and reading comprehension through high-interest
nonfiction leveled books. The rich, everyday contexts will provide students with authentic and
purposeful opportunities to develop reception, interaction, production, linguistic,
sociolinguistic, and pragmatic language skills. Features include dynamic, updated photos and
illustrations, print and Interactiv-eBooks, and a Teacher's Guide that includes new lesson
components focused on word study, vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency. The
Assessment Guide includes a placement test, as well as formative and summative assessments.
Each kit includes:
•

Books—15 titles, 6 copies each, 12–64 pages per book in print and digital formats

•

Teacher’s Guide with lesson plans for each book featuring a variety of genres,
subjects, and high-interest topics in print and digital formats

•

Assessment Guide including placement tests, formative and summative assessments in
print and digital formats

•

Home-School Connections

•

Digital resources

•

Interactiv-eBooks with three activities per book (one for word work, one for
comprehension, and one for writing)

•

Audio recordings of books and poems to model fluent reading
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Using the Sample Lessons Aligned to the Common European Framework
What Is the Common European Framework?
The Common European Framework is a language development framework that sets
forth the theory and pedagogy for how language develops. It discusses in depth the
language demands in career and society. Through Illustrative Scales, the framework
sets forth language proficiency levels and descriptors for listening, speaking, reading,
and writing and lays out what a language learner needs to be able to know and do in a
breadth of areas of language and contexts. It also outlines methods and
recommendations for teaching language learners. This is not just for English, but
across all languages.
How are the Sample Lessons Aligned?
The sample lessons are meant to demonstrate how all lessons in Nonfiction Readers can support
instruction within the Common European Framework. The language development opportunities
and language demands in the selected sample lesson shown below and on the subsequent pages
are aligned to the Illustrative Scales from the Common European Framework. The Illustrative
Scale categories that are addressed in each lesson part or section are annotated on the sample
lesson plan. The graphic below shows a lesson part. The yellow boxes show the Illustrative
Scale category and the Reference Level within that scale to which a specific lesson section
aligns. It also includes the page number citation where that Illustrative Scale can be found in the
Common European Framework.
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What Are the Illustrative
Scales?
The Illustrative Scales are set
forth as a way to measure of
language proficiency in specific
categories. They are designed
to measure how well an
individual uses language in a
variety of contexts.

The following is the general global scale used within each Illustrative scale category.
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Sample Lesson, “All in a Day’s Work: Animator” Nonfiction Readers, Challenging Ages 10–11
4.1.2, Situations:
Fits within the
contexts for the
“Occupational”
domain. (pg. 49)
Throughout
Lesson, Overall
Reading
Comprehension,
B2, Can read
with a large
degree of
independence,
adapting style
and speed of
reading to
different texts
and purposes, and
using appropriate
reference sources
selectively. Has a
broad active
reading
vocabulary, but
may experience
some difficulty
with low
frequency idioms.
(pg. 69)

Throughout
Lesson General
Linguistic Range,
B2, Can express
him/herself clearly
without having to
restrict what he/she
wants to say. (pg.
110)

Throughout
Lesson,
Overall
Written
Production:
B1 Can write
straightforward
connected texts
on a range of
familiar
subjects within
his field of
interest, by
linking a series
of shorter
discrete
elements into a
linear sequence.
(pg. 61)

Throughout
Lesson Overall
Listening
Comprehension:
B2, Can understand
standard spoken
language, live or
broadcast, on both
familiar and
unfamiliar topics
normally
encountered in
personal, social,
academic, or
vocational life…
(pg. 66)
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Throughout Lesson, Listening to Announcements and
Instructions:
B2, Can understand announcements and messages on concrete and
abstract topics spoken in standard dialect at normal speed. (pg. 67)

Vocabulary Control:
B2, Lexical accuracy is
generally high, though
some confusion and
incorrect word choices
does occur without
hindering
communication.
(pg. 112)

Spoken Fluency:
B1…Can interact
with a degree of
fluency and
spontaneity that
makes regular
interaction with
native speakers
quite possible
without imposing
strain on either
party. (pg. 129)

Vocabulary Range:
B2, Has a very good range of vocabulary for matters connected
to his/her field and most general topics. Can vary formulation to
avoid frequent repetition, but lexical gaps can still cause
hesitation and circumlocution.
(pg. 112)
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Throughout
Lesson, Overall
Spoken
Interaction:
B2, Can use the
language fluently,
accurately and
effectively on a
wide range of
general, academic,
vocational or
leisure topic,
marking clearly the
relationships
between ideas. Can
communicate
spontaneously with
good grammatical
control without
much sing of
hiving to restrict
what he/she wants
to say, adopting a
level of formality
appropriate to the
circumstance (pg.
74)

Planning:
B1, Can rehearse
and try out new
combinations and
expressions,
inviting feedback.
(pg. 64)

Asking for
Clarification:
B1, Can ask
someone to clarify
and elaborate on
what they have
just said. (pg. 87)

Sociolinguistic
Appropriateness:
C1, Can recognize
a wide range of
idiomatic
expressions and
colloquialisms,
appreciating
register shifts...
(pg. 122)
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Reading for Information and Argument:
B2, Can obtain information, ideas and opinions from highly specialized sources within his/her field. Can
understand specialized articles outside his/her field provided he/she can use a dictionary occasionally to
confirm his/her interpretation of terminology. (pg. 70)

Conversation:
B2, Can engage in
extended
conversation on
most general topics
in a clearly
participatory
fashion, even in a
noisy
environment…
(pg. 76)

Thematic
Development:
B1, Can reasonably
related a
straightforward
narrative or
description as a
linear sequence of
points.
(pg. 125)

Coherence and
Cohesion:
B2, Can use a
limited number of
cohesive devices to
link his/her
utterances into
clear, coherent
discourse, though
there may be some
‘jumpiness’ in a
long contribution.
(pg. 125)

Processing Text:
B1, Can paraphrase
short written
passages in a simple
fashion, using the
original text
wording and
ordering.
(pg. 96)
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Reading for Orientation:
B1, Can scan longer texts in order to locate desired information and gather information for different parts of
text, or from different texts in order to fulfill a specific task. (pg. 70)

Understanding a
Native Speaker
Interlocutor:
B2, Can understand
in detail what is
said to him/her in
standard spoken
language even in a
i
i

Formal
Discussions and
Meetings:
B2, Can
participate actively
in routine and
non-routine formal
discussion. Can
follow discussion
on matters of
related to his/her
field, understand
in detail the points
given in
prominence by the
speaker. (pg. 78)
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Goal-Oriented Cooperation:
B1, Can follow what is said, though he/she may occasionally have to ask for repetition or clarification if
the other people’s talk is rapid or extended. Can explain why something is a problem, discuss what to do
next, compare and contrast alternatives. Can give brief comments on the views of others. (pg. 79)

Prepositional
Precision:
B1, Can explain
main points in an
idea or problem with
reasonable precision
(pg. 129)

Information
Exchange:
B1…Can summarise
and give his opinion
about a short story
article, talk,
discussion,
interview, or
documentary and
answer further
questions of detail.
(pg. 81)
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Overall Oral Production: B2, Can give clear systematically developed descriptions and presentations with appropriate
highlighting of significant points, and relevant supporting detail. (pg. 58)

Cooperating:
B1, Can repeat
back part of what
someone has said
to confirm mutual
understanding and
help keep the
development of
ideas on course.
Can invite others
into the discussion.
(pg. 86)

Grammatical
Accuracy:
B2, Good
grammatical
control;
occasional ‘slips’
or non-systematic
errors and minor
flaws in sentence
structure may still
occur, but they
are rare and can
often be corrected
in retrospect.
(pg. 114)

Take the Floor:
B1, Can initiate,
maintain, and close
simple, face-to-face
conversation on
topics that are
familiar or of
personal interest. (pg.
86)
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Sustained Monologue Describing Experiences: B2, Can give clear detailed descriptions on a wide range of subjects
related to his/her field of interest. (pg. 59)
Reports and Essays:
B1, Can write very
brief reports to a
standard
conventionalized
format, which pass on
routine factual
information and state
reasons for actions.
(pg. 62)
Goal-Oriented
Cooperation:
B1, Can follopw what
is said, though he/she
may occasionally have
to ask for repetiation
for clarification if the
other people’s talk is
rapid or extended. Can
explain when
something is a
problem, discuss what
to do next..

Listening to
Audio Media
and Recordings:
B1, Can
understand the
information
content of the
majority of
broadcast audio
material on topics
of personal
interest delivered
in clear standard
speech.
(pg. 68)

Orthographic
Control: B2,
Can produce
clearly
intelligible
continuous
writing which
follows standard
layout and
paragraphing
conventions.
Spelling and
punctuation are
reasonably
accurate but may
show signs of
mother tongue
influence.
(pg. 118)
Reading Instructions: B1, Can understand
clearly written, straightforward instructions on a
piece of equipment. (pg. 59)

Phonological
Control: B1,
Pronunciation is
clearly
intelligible even
if a foreign accent
is sometimes
evident and
occasional
mispronunciation
occur. (pg. 117)
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Reading Correspondence:
Can read correspondence relating to his/her
field of interest and readily grasp the
essential meaning. (pg. 69)
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Compensating:
C2, Can substitute an
equivalent term for a word
he/she can’t recall so
smoothly that it is scarcely
noticeable (pg. 64)
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Identifying Cues and Inferring:
B2, Can use a variety of strategies to achieve comprehension, including listening for main points;
checking comprehension by using contextual clues. (pg. 72)
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4.3.5 Aesthetic uses of
language:
The production,
reception and
performance of literary
texts, e.g. reading and
writing texts (short
stories, novels, poetry,
etc.) and performing and
watching/listening to
recitals, drama, opera
etc.(pg. 56)

16
© Teacher Created Materials, 2015

