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Alignment to the Common European Framework 
Time for Kids, Nonfiction Readers Sample Lesson 

Emergent, Ages 6–7

 
Build English language proficiency and reading comprehension through high-interest 
nonfiction leveled books. The rich, everyday contexts will provide students with authentic and 
purposeful opportunities to develop reception, interaction, production, linguistic, 
sociolinguistic, and pragmatic language skills. Features include dynamic, updated photos and 
illustrations, print and Interactiv-eBooks, and a Teacher's Guide that includes new lesson 
components focused on word study, vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency. The 
Assessment Guide includes a placement test, as well as formative and summative assessments.

Each kit includes: 

• Books—15 titles, 6 copies each, 12–64 pages per book in print and digital formats 

• Teacher’s Guide with lesson plans for each book  featuring a variety of genres, 
subjects, and high-interest topics in print and digital formats 

• Assessment Guide including placement tests, formative and summative assessments in 
print and digital formats 

• Home-School Connections 

• Digital resources 

• Interactiv-eBooks with three activities per book (one for word work, one for 
comprehension, and one for writing) 

• Audio recordings of books and poems to model fluent reading 
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Using the Sample Lessons Aligned to the Common European Framework 
 
What Is the Common European Framework? 
The Common European Framework is a language development framework that sets 
forth the theory and pedagogy for how language develops. It discusses in depth the 
language demands in career and society. Through Illustrative Scales, the framework 
sets forth language proficiency levels and descriptors for listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing and lays out what a language learner needs to be able to know and do in a 
breadth of areas of language and contexts. It also outlines methods and 
recommendations for teaching language learners. This is not just for English, but 
across all languages. 

How are the Sample Lessons Aligned? 
The sample lessons are meant to demonstrate how all lessons in Nonfiction Readers can support 
instruction within the Common European Framework. The language development opportunities 
and language demands in the selected sample lesson shown below and on the subsequent pages 
are aligned to the Illustrative Scales from the Common European Framework. The Illustrative 
Scale categories that are addressed in each lesson part or section are annotated on the sample 
lesson plan. The graphic below shows a lesson part.  The yellow boxes show the Illustrative 
Scale category and the Reference Level within that scale to which a specific lesson section 
aligns. It also includes the page number citation where that Illustrative Scale can be found in the 
Common European Framework. 
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What Are the Illustrative 
Scales? 
The Illustrative Scales are set 
forth as a way to measure of 
language proficiency in specific 
categories.  They are designed 
to measure how well an 
individual uses language in a 
variety of contexts. 

 

 

The following is the general 
global scale used within each 
Illustrative scale category. 
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 Sample Lesson, “Places to Go” Nonfiction Readers, Emergent Ages 6–7

 

Coherence and 
Cohesion:  
A1, Can link words 
or groups of words 
with very basic 
linear connectors 
like ‘and’ or ‘then’ 
(pg. 125) 

Throughout Lesson, Listening to Announcements and Instructions:  
A2, Can catch the main points in short, clear, simple messages and 
announcements. (pg. 67) 

Throughout Lesson, Overall Reading Comprehension,  
A1, Can understand very short simple texts a single phrase at a time, picking up familiar 
names, words, and basic phrases and rereading as required. (pg. 69) 

Throughout Lesson, 
Overall Spoken 
Interaction,  
A1, Can interact in a 
simple way but 
communication is 
totally dependent on 
repetition at a slower 
rate of speech, 
rephrasing and 
repair. Can ask and 
answer simple 
questions, initiate 
and respond to 
simple statements in 
the areas of 
immediate need or 
on very familiar 
topics. (pg. 74) 

Throughout 
Lesson, Overall 
Written 
Interaction:  
A2, Can write short, 
simple formulaic 
notes relating to 
matters in areas of 
immediate need.  
(pg. 83) 

Throughout 
Lesson General 
Linguistic Range,  
A2, Can produce 
brief everyday 
expressions in order 
to satisfy needs of 
concrete type 
personal 
details…requests 
for information. 
(pg. 110) 

4.1.2, Situations: 
Fits within the contexts for the 
“Public” domain. (pg. 49) 
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Spoken Fluency: 
A2, Can construct 
short phrases on 
familiar topics with 
sufficient ease to 
handle short 
exchanges, despite 
very noticeable 
hesitation and false 
starts. (pg. 129) 

Processing Text: 
A1, Can pick out 
and reproduce key 
words and phrases 
or short sentences 
from a short text 
within the learner’s 
limited competence 
and experience. 
(pg. 96) 

Vocabulary Range: 
A2, Has basic sufficient vocabulary to conduct routine, everyday 
transactions involving familiar situations and topics.  
Vocabulary Control:  
Can control a narrow repertoire of isolated words and phrases 
related to particular concrete situations. (pg. 112) 
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Overall Oral 
Production:  
A1, Can produce 
simply mainly 
isolated phrases 
about people and 
places. (pg. 58) 

Addressing 
Audiences:  
A2, Can give a 
short, rehearsed 
presentation on a 
topic pertinent to 
his/her everyday 
life, briefly give 
reasons and 
explanations for 
opinions, plans, 
and actions. Can 
cope with a 
limited number of 
straightforward 
follow up 
questions.  
(pg. 60) 

Overall Listening 
Comprehension:  
A2, Can understand 
phrases and 
expressions related 
to areas of most 
immediate priority 
(e.g. local 
geography) 
provided speech is 
clearly and slowly 
articulated. (pg. 66) 

Reading for 
Information and 
Argument: 
A1, Can get an idea 
of the content of 
simpler 
informational 
material and short 
simple descriptions, 
especially if there is 
visual support.  
(pg. 70) 

Reading for Orientation:  
A1, Can recognize familiar names, 
words, and very basic phrases on simple 
notices in the most common everyday 
situations. (pg. 70) 
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Orthographic 
Control, A2 Can 
copy short 
sentences on 
everyday 
subjects…Can 
write with 
reasonable 
phonetic 
accuracy (but 
not necessarily 
fully standard 
spelling) short 
words that are in 
his/her oral 
vocabulary. (pg. 
118) 

Flexibility:  
A2, Can expand 
learned phrases 
through simple 
recombinations of 
their elements. 
(pg. 124) 

Thematic 
Development:  
A2, Can tell a story 
or describe 
something in a 
simple list of 
points. (pg. 125) 

Coherence and Cohesion:  
A1, Can link words or 
groups of words with very 
basic linear connectors like 
‘and’ or ‘then’ (pg. 125) 

Sustained 
Monologue, 
Describing 
Experience: A2, 
Can describe 
everyday aspects of 
his/her 
environment, e.g. 
people, places, a job 
or study experience. 
(pg. 59) 

Overall Written 
Production:  A1, 
Can write simple 
isolated phrases 
and sentences. 
(page 61) 

Planning:  
A2, Can recall and 
rehearse an appropriate 
set of phrase from his/her 
repertoire. (pg. 64) 

Information 
Exchange:  
A3 …Can ask and 
answer questions 
about pastimes and 
past activities.  
(pg. 81) 
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Listening to 
Audio Media 
and Recordings: 
A2, Can 
understand and 
extract the 
essential 
information from 
short recorded 
material about 
familiar subjects 
delivered 
relatively slowly 
and clearly.  
(pg. 68) 
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4.3.5 Aesthetic uses of 
language: 
The production, 
reception and 
performance of literary 
texts, e.g. reading and 
writing texts (short 
stories, novels, poetry, 
etc.) and performing and 
watching/listening to 
recitals, drama, opera 
etc.(pg. 56) 
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Identifying Cues and Inferring (Spoken and Written): 
A2, Can use an idea of the overall meaning of short texts and utterances on 
everyday topics of a concrete type to derive the probable meaning of unknown 
words from the context. (pg. 72) 


