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Smoke filled the sky.  The booming sound of cannon fire echoed through the 
air.  At the top of Penn Hill stood a young mother with her seven-year-old son.  
She could not believe her eyes.  She watched stunned as soldiers fought to their 
deaths.  Some of those men were her friends.  Others were her neighbors.  She 
was heartbroken and distraught.  The war was now too close to home.  

People in Boston watch the Battle 
of Bunker Hill from their rooftops.

All Is Not Lost
The battle of Bunker Hill was an early battle that 
pitted the inexperienced American troops against 
the skilled British army.  The Americans stood their 
ground until they ran out of ammunition.  They did 
not win the battle.  But they found hope.

Putting Pen to Paper
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Abigail Adams

That young mother was Abigail Adams.  She was witnessing the Battle of 
Bunker Hill.

The next day, Abigail wrote to her husband, John.  He 
was in Philadelphia.  He and the other Founding Fathers 
were debating whether America should declare its 
independence.  Abigail wrote, “My bursting heart must 
find vent at my pen.”  She told her husband about the 
battle she had witnessed.  She wrote about a dear friend 
who had died in the battle.  She explained that, “the 
constant roar of the cannon is so distressing that we can 
not Eat, Drink, or Sleep.”

Abigail wrote many letters in her life.  It is 
through these letters that we learn not only 
about the American Revolution but also 
about Abigail herself. 

This is the letter Abigail Adams wrote 
the day after the Battle of Bunker Hill.
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Speak Up!

People often visited the Smith 

home and talked about politics.  

Abigail was shy, but her father 

urged her to speak up and 

share her thoughts.  This was 

a bit unusual.  At that time, 

girls were mostly told to 

keep quiet.

Abigail Smith was born near Boston on October 11, 1744.  She was raised on 
her family’s farm.  She had one brother and two sisters.  Abigail was often sick as 
a child.  But her illnesses did not hinder her curiosity.  She loved to learn!

Before the War

Abigail’s childhood home

6



Back then, girls were not allowed to attend school.  Even at a young age, 
Abigail felt this was unfair.  She did not like that women did not have the same 
rights as men.  

Despite this, Abigail received an education.  Her mother taught her.  Abigail 
learned how to write and do math.  She also learned to read.  Reading was one 
of Abigail’s favorite things to do.  She liked Shakespeare’s plays.  She studied 
history.  She read about philosophy and law.  But her mother worried.  She 
thought Abigail was reading too much.  But all that reading had made Abigail 
a very wise young woman.  She would soon meet a man who would admire 
her wisdom.

colonial women
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A man named John Adams 
started visiting the Smith family 
home.  He was a lawyer.  A lawyer 
helps others with legal matters.  
When Abigail first met John, she 
was not impressed.  She thought 
he was a bit ill-tempered and 
full of himself.  It was not love 
at first sight for John, either.  He 
thought Abigail was too quiet and 
awkward.  But first impressions 
can be wrong, which proved true 
for these two.

John Adams
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A few years later, John and 
Abigail saw each other in a different 
light.  They started writing letters to 
each other.  It was not long before 
they fell in love.  John learned that 
Abigail was well read and full of 
opinions.  He adored that about her.  
Abigail loved that John listened to 
her thoughts and encouraged her to 
speak her mind.  Their love was built 
on mutual respect.  On October 25, 
1764, the two married.

1763 love letter from John to Abigail

Abigail Adams

9



After their wedding, Abigail moved to John’s farm.  Even though he was 
a lawyer, John came from a family of farmers.  He still enjoyed working on 

a farm.  Abigail grew to love farming, too.  She churned butter and worked 
in the garden.  She helped take care of the farm animals.  Before long, the 

couple had children.  Everything was going well for the family.  But 
the world around them began to change.

In 1765, the British government passed a new law.  The Stamp 
Act created a tax on printed items.  Colonists now had to buy a 
stamp for items, such as newspapers and legal documents.  That 

money went to the British government.  Many colonists were 
angry, including John and Abigail.  They thought the tax 

was unfair. 

A Full House
Abigail and John had five children.  The first was a daughter named Abigail, but they called her “Nabby.”  The second child was a son, John Quincy.  He grew up to be the sixth president of the United States.  They had another daughter, Susanna, and two more sons named Charles and Thomas.

statue of Abigail Adams and 
her son John Quincy Adams 
in Quincy, Massachusetts
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John spoke out against the new tax.  
People listened.  They agreed with him.  In 
1768, the Adams family moved to Boston.  
Now, John could be closer to his work.  He 
was also closer to the action in the city.  
Boston was quickly becoming the center 
for British resistance.

Colonists in New York speak 
out against the Stamp Act.

A 1765 newspaper explains why 
colonists dislike the Stamp Act.
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Tensions kept building in Boston.  In 1773, the British government passed 
the Tea Act.  This made it difficult for anyone but the British to sell tea in the 
colonies.  Some colonists fought back.  A group of men known as the Sons of 
Liberty dressed as Mohawk Indians.  They snuck onto a ship in Boston Harbor.  
They dumped crates of British tea into the water.  This event came to be known as 
the Boston Tea Party.  Because of this act of defiance, Great Britain passed new 
laws.  Most of them were aimed at Boston.  One law closed its harbor.  Another 
law limited the meetings town members could have.  Boston was becoming a 
difficult and dangerous place to live.  

Boston Tea Party

Homemade Tea
To protest the new tax, colonists boycotted 

British tea.  They stopped buying it.  Instead, 

they made their own.  They called it liberty tea!  

Abigail made her own tea using berry leaves.  
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Soon, John was needed in Philadelphia.  He was asked to attend the First 
Continental Congress.  These were meetings at which leaders from the colonies 
discussed America’s next steps.  Should they declare independence?  Should they 
start a war with Great Britain?

Abigail did not want to be alone in the city with her children.  So, she moved 
back to the family farm.  She worked hard to take care of the farm and her family 
while John was away.  

Colonists meet to discuss 
their frustrations.

The First Continental Congress was held 
in Carpenters’ Hall, Philadelphia, in 1774.
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In April of 1775, the American Revolution began.  Abigail’s life changed.  
From her home on the farm, she could hear battles raging around her.  Many 
people fled Boston.  They often stopped by her farm.  She fed them and let them 
rest in her barn or her attic.  Because of the war, supplies were short.  Abigail did 
her part by making her own soap, ink, and cloth.

War Has Begun

This woman spins her 
own thread to avoid 
buying British cloth.
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During this time, Abigail wrote many letters to John.  She told him what was 
happening around her.  She let him know how hard the war was on her and the 
people she met.  John shared her letters with Congress.  He even showed some of 
them to George Washington!  The letters helped the men see the toll the war was 
taking on people.  It also showed them just how important their decisions were. 

In this letter dated 1775, Abigail 
tells John about their friends and 
family while John is away.
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Remember the Ladies
During this time, Abigail penned a famous letter to John.  She wrote that 

she hopes to hear that America has declared independence.  If America chooses 
independence, she knows that new laws will be needed.  She then expresses her 
hopes for these new laws. 

Abigail wanted rights for women.  At that time, women had few rights.  
They had little power over their own lives.  Abigail wrote that she wants laws 
that would protect women.  She even told John that women may rebel, just like 
the colonists, if they do not get more rights.  Abigail’s ideas were ahead of her 
time.  She was very insightful.  

Abigail’s ”Remember the Ladies” letter
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It was not long before Congress signed the Declaration of Independence.  
But Abigail’s ideas about women’s rights were not included.  The men at the 
Congress disagreed with her.  It would be another 100 years before the fight 
for women’s rights would start to take shape. 

Strong BeliefsAbigail was against slavery, 
too.  Abigail felt that a new 
country built on freedom and 
liberty should not have slaves.  
Sadly, slavery continued in 
America for another century.

Congress signs the Declaration  
of Independence.

17



The fighting finally ended in 1781.  Abigail was happy, but she missed her 
husband.  At this time, John was in Europe.  He was trying to make peace with 
Great Britain.  Abigail decided to visit him.

Abigail and her daughter, Nabby, headed for London.  It took over a month 
for them to cross the ocean by ship.  It was a hard journey.  The seas were rough, 
and the boat was small.  Both women suffered from seasickness.  But it was well 
worth it when Abigail reunited with her husband.

After the War

This is the Treaty of Paris that 
officially ended the American 
Revolution in 1783.
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Abigail enjoyed London.  She spent 
three weeks sightseeing in the city.  
Then, the family traveled to Paris.  
They stayed in a mansion.  It had 
more than 40 rooms!  They attended 
the opera and visited museums.

In 1785, John got a new job.  He 
became the United States ambassador 
to Great Britain.  The family returned 
to London.  Many British citizens were 
rude to John.  They were still upset 
about the war.  This was hard on Abigail.  
But she held her head high and supported 
her husband.  In 1788, they left Great 
Britain and returned to Boston.

London, England

King George III

Not Impressed
John’s job as ambassador was to establish a friendship between Great Britain and the United States.  To do so, John and Abigail got to meet the king of Great Britain. Abigail later said that she was not impressed with the king.  
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Abigail was not in Boston long.  In 1789, John was chosen to be George 
Washington’s vice president.  So they had to move to New York City.  At this 
time, it was the capital.  But they did not stay in New York long, either.  Soon, the 
capital moved to Philadelphia.

When Washington decided not to run for president for a third term, many 
asked John if he would run.  Abigail was not sure whether she wanted her husband 
to be president.  He was older now.  She knew it would be a difficult job.  And, it 
would be very hard to fill Washington’s shoes.  Furthermore, she was tired.  She 
was not sure if she wanted to be a president’s wife.  That was a tough job, too!  In 
the end, John ran for office.  And in 1796, he became the second president.

George Washington is sworn in as 
president with John Adams at his side.
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Abigail and John moved to the new capital 
in Washington, DC.  They were the first to live 
in the President’s Mansion.  Later, it would 
be known as the White House.  During his 
presidency, John often asked Abigail for 
advice.  And she happily gave it to him.

Abigail Adams

John Quincy Adams

A Son Takes Office
Abigail and John happily lived out 
the rest of their lives on their farm.  
Abigail died on October 28, 1818.  
Sadly, Abigail did not live to see her 
son John Quincy Adams become 
president in 1825.
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Abigail was not the only woman who played a role in America’s quest for 
independence.  Many women helped America battle the British. 

Margaret Cochran Corbin
Margaret and her husband, John, were Patriots.  They wanted America to break 
free from Great Britain.  John joined the Continental army.  Margaret traveled 
with her husband.  This was not that uncommon.  Many wives went to war with 
their husbands.  They cooked food for the troops and helped injured soldiers.

One day, John was loading 
a cannon.  The man firing the 
cannon was killed.  So John took 
over for him.  Margaret stepped 
in and started loading the cannon.  
But then, John was killed, too.  
Margaret did not give up.  She 
started firing the cannon herself.  
Margaret fought bravely in the 
battle.  She was badly injured.  
But she survived.

Heroines of the 
Revolution

This plaque honors Margaret’s 
efforts in the war.
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Sybil Ludington
You may have heard of Paul Revere, 
but have you heard of Sybil Ludington?  
She was only 16 years old in 1777 when 
she rode 40 miles through the rainy 
night.  She alerted the local militia, or 
army, that the British were attacking a 
nearby town.

Molly Pitcher 
Molly Pitcher is the nickname 
given to women who brought 
water to troops during the 
American Revolution.  She was 
not a real person.  But some 
think that Margaret may have 
inspired the nickname.
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Mercy Otis Warren
Mercy was close friends with Abigail Adams.  The two women had much in 

common.  Even though neither woman received a formal education, they both 
enjoyed reading.  They both spoke up for women’s rights and liked talking about 
politics.  Like Abigail, Mercy’s husband worked in government.  And both friends 
loved to write.  Abigail is known for writing letters.  Mercy is known for writing 
books, poems, and plays.  

Mercy’s plays focused on the politics of her day.  This may have been because 
her brother and husband were active Patriots.  The Sons of Liberty even had 
meetings at her home! 

Mercy Otis Warren

This book by Mercy Otis 
Warren explains the history 
of the American Revolution.
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Mercy’s plays were mainly satires that appealed to Patriots.  She wanted 
America to declare its independence.  She wanted to invoke patriotism.  And 
she did just that.  Her writing inspired others.  It also influenced some of the 
most famous men of the day—the Founding Fathers!  George Washington and 
Thomas Jefferson read her works.  So did Patrick Henry and John Hancock.  

The Founding Fathers draft the 
Declaration of Independence.

Phillis WheatleyPhillis was a slave.  Her masters, John 
and Susanna Wheatley, saw that she 
was a bright girl.  They made sure she received an education.  When she 

was 12, she published her first poem.  
Then, she wrote a book of poems.  She was the first African American to have her book published.advertisement for Phillis 

Wheatley’s poems
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Abigail Adams was a unique woman.  She was wise and caring.  She was 
clever and liked politics.  She loved her family.  She also loved to write letters.  
It is because of these letters that we know so much about this remarkable 
woman’s life.  The letters serve as a window into her mind.  They tell us her 
thoughts and feelings.  And they show how history unfolded.  They describe a 
war for freedom and independence.

During the war, Abigail showed bravery and commitment.  
She remained strong.  She took care of her children.  She 

helped her husband.  She aided the people in her community.  
She did whatever she could to make a difference.

Women and 
the War

Publishing the Letters
Abigail’s grandson published her letters in 1848.  
It had been 30 years since her death.  The 
collection of letters was the first published 
work about a First Lady. 
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Many other women helped America during the war, as well.  Whether they 
used a pen or fired a cannon, these women made a difference.  They fought for 
what they believed in.  They showed what women are capable of.  Abigail would 
have been proud of each of them.

Phillis Wheatley Mercy Otis Warren
This statue in Boston 
honors Abigail Adams.
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Abigail Adams enjoyed the art of letter writing.  Now, write your own 
letter.  First, research an event that took place during the American Revolution.  
You might research a battle, a British act, a revolt, or another event.

Then, write a detailed letter to a friend.  Describe that event as if you were 
there.  Describe the sights and sounds.  Describe your emotions, too.  Be sure 
to edit and proofread your letter.  Write a final draft on nice stationery.  Don’t 
forget to mail it!

Mail It!
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Glossary
ammunition—bullets and shells that 

are shot from weapons

boycotted—refused to buy, use, or 
participate in something as a 
protest

Continental Congress—meeting of 
colonial leaders to decide how 
to deal with Great Britain and to 
decide on laws

debating—discussing something 
with people whose opinions are 
different from your own

defiance—a refusal to obey an 
authority more powerful than you

distressing—suffering that affects the 
mind or body

lawyer—a person whose job is to 
help people in matters relating to 
the law

militia—regular citizens trained in 
military combat and willing to 
fight and defend their country

Patriots—people who supported 
American independence from 
Great Britain 

philosophy—the study of ideas about 
knowledge, truth, and the meaning 
of life

politics—the ways in which 
governments and leaders do their 
work

rebel—to fight back against someone 
in charge

resistance—effort made to stop 
someone or something

rights—things that people should be 
allowed to have and do

satires—a form of humor that shows 
the weaknesses or bad qualities of 
a person, government, or society

Sons of Liberty—a secret 
organization of colonists who 
protested the actions of the British 
leaders

30



Adams, John Quincy, 10, 21

Adams, Nabby, 10, 18

Battle of Bunker Hill, 4–5

Boston, 4, 6, 11–12, 14, 19–20, 27

Boston Tea Party, 12

Corbin, Margaret Cochran, 22

Declaration of Independence, 17, 25

Great Britain, 12–13, 18–19, 22

Hancock, John, 25

Henry, Patrick, 25

Jefferson, Thomas, 25

London, 18–19

Ludington, Sybil, 23

New York City, 20

Paris, 18–19

Patriots, 22, 24–25

Philadelphia, 5, 13, 20

Pitcher, Molly, 23

Revere, Paul, 23

Sons of Liberty, 12, 24

Stamp Act, 10–11

Tea Act, 12

Warren, Mercy Otis, 24, 27

Washington, DC, 21

Washington, George, 15, 20, 25

Wheatley, Phillis, 25, 27

Index

31



Your Turn! 

Remember Us, Too!
Abigail Adams asked her husband to “remember the ladies” in her famous 

letter.  Write your own letter to John Adams.  Ask him to remember a different 
group of people.  Explain why this group is important.
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Read and Respond

1. What was the Boston Tea Party?

2. Why are Abigail’s letters important?

3. Compare and contrast Abigail Adams and 
Mercy Otis Warren.

4. How might Abigail’s life have been different 
if she could not read or write?

5. If you were alive during the American 
Revolution, would you have sided with 
the British or the colonists?  Explain 
your reasoning.

6. Write a short play about Abigail’s life.  
Include details about her family and the 
American Revolution.
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Task
During Reading (page 189)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Identify the main ideas and 
supporting details of the text .

Task
Before Reading (page 188)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Begin a KWL chart about 
Abigail Adams .

Task
Primary Source Activity 
(page 187)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Examine and annotate Abigail 
Adams’s “remember the ladies” 
letter .

Students will:
 • determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are 

supported by key details; summarize the text .
 • write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 

reasons and information .
 • examine and explain the changing roles and impact of significant women 

during the American Revolution, including Abigail Adams, Molly 
Pitcher, Phillis Wheatley, and Mercy Otis Warren .

Task
Primary Source Activity Revisit, 
Activities from the Book, and 
Assessments (page 191)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Revisit the Primary Source 
Activity, write letters describing the 
American Revolution, and take the 
assessments .

Task
After Reading (page 190)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Write opinion paragraphs 
about an event in the American 
Revolution .

Learning Objectives

Materials
 • Abigail Adams and the Women 

Who Shaped America books
 • copies of student activity sheets 

(pages 192–197)

 • Remember the Ladies primary 
source (ladies .jpg)

 • Remember the Ladies Transcript 
(ladiestranscript .pdf)

 • sticky notes
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AM
ERICAN REVOLUTION

4
UNIT

Primary Source Activity
Historical Background
John and Abigail Adams wrote many letters to each other .  John 
was away from home frequently, so their letters helped them 
keep in touch .  They spoke often of politics, and John frequently 
asked for Abigail’s advice .  This was uncommon at the time, 
as women were typically not regarded as highly as men .  One 
of Abigail’s most famous letters to her husband was written in 
March 1776, while John was attending the Continental Congress 
in Philadelphia .  In it, Abigail asks John to “remember the ladies” in the 
new set of laws for the new nation .  John later replied that such laws 
would not pass .  Still, their candor and honesty with one another gives us 
a unique glimpse into revolutionary America .

About the Primary Source
This is the “remember the ladies” letter from Abigail to John Adams .  
It contains news about family members and friends .  It describes the 
hardships they are facing at home .  In the letter, Abigail states her opinions 
about colonial leaders, the injustice of slavery, and how she thinks John 
should use his position in the Congress to advocate for causes she thinks 
are important . 

Procedures 
 1. Display the electronic files Remember 

the Ladies and Remember the Ladies 
Transcript.  Copies of these documents 
are provided in the Digital Resources 
(ladies .jpg, ladiestranscript .pdf) .  Read 
the text aloud .  Note: This is one page of a 
longer letter .

 2. Ask students to carefully observe the 
primary source .

 • What do you think this document is?
 • How does the sender describe how life 

had changed recently?
 • How does the sender explain power 

between men and women?

 3. Encourage students to analyze the 
primary source .

 • Why might someone write such a letter?
 • What do you imagine the letter writer 

might have written about?

 • What type of relationship do you think 
the sender had with the recipient?

 4. Distribute copies of the Remember the 
Ladies Analysis activity sheet (page 192) 
to students .  Ask students to think about 
the observations they have made .  Have 
them use those observations to write 
questions they have about the primary 
source .  Have students annotate the 
primary source by writing their questions 
on their activity sheets for future 
reference .  

 5. Share the historical background 
information with students .  Tell them 
they will read a book to learn more about 
Abigail Adams and other women who 
helped America gain independence . 

SummaryExamine and annotate Abigail Adams’s “remember the ladies” letter .
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SummaryBegin a KWL chart about Abigail Adams .

Before Reading
 1. Write the vocabulary words on the board .  

Have students predict what they think the 
words mean .  Show students pictures from 
the Abigail Adams and the Women Who 
Shaped America book to support them 
in making predictions .  Give students 
examples and nonexamples, as needed .  
Then, explain the meaning of each word .

 2. Write the vocabulary words on sticky 
notes, and place them on students’ backs .  
Have students mingle, asking “yes or no” 
questions to determine what their word 
is .  Redistribute the words and repeat the 
activity as time allows .

 3. Display the cover of the Abigail Adams and 
the Women Who Shaped America book .  
Ask students to share any information 
they already know about Abigail Adams .  
Have several students share their ideas 
with the class .  Distribute copies of the 
All About Abigail activity sheet (page 193) 
to students .  Explain each section of the 
chart to students .  Then, have them work 
in pairs to complete the first two sections .  
Have students share their charts with the 
class .  Have students save their activity 
sheets for later use .

 • ammunition
 • debating
 • defiance

 • militias
 • philosophy
 • resistance

Vocabulary Word Bank
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During Reading
 1. Distribute the Abigail Adams and the 

Women Who Shaped America books to 
students .  Have groups take turns reading 
sections aloud .  For example, have boys 
read a section, girls read a section, and 
students wearing green read a third 
section .  Pause periodically to summarize 
the main ideas and model how to find 
supporting evidence for the main ideas .  
As you continue reading, ask students 
to state the main ideas of a section and 
support their ideas with text evidence .  

 • You may choose to display the 
Interactiv‑eBook for a more digitally 
enhanced reading experience .

 2. Have students complete their activity 
sheets from the Before Reading activity 
by adding main ideas about Abigail they 
learned from the text . 

 • For below-level learners and English 
language learners, you may choose to 
play the audio recording as students 
follow along to serve as a model of 
fluent reading .  This may be done in 
small groups or at a listening station .  
The recording will help struggling 
readers practice fluency and build 
comprehension .

 3. Distribute copies of the Supporting Details 
activity sheet (page 194) to students .  
Have students use the book to complete 
the activity sheet .  Discuss students’ 
answers as a class .  Have students identify 
where they found the supporting details .

 • Challenge above-level learners to 
include two details to support each 
main idea .

SummaryIdentify the main ideas and supporting details of the text .
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After Reading
 1. Write the vocabulary words on the board 

and review their meanings as a class .  
Place students in small groups, and assign 
each group a word .  Have groups write 
two sentences that use the word correctly 
and one sentence that uses the word 
incorrectly .  Then, have groups share their 
sentences with the class .  Ask the rest of 
the class to determine which sentence 
uses the word incorrectly and why .

 2. Distribute the Abigail Adams and the 
Women Who Shaped America books and 
copies of the In My Opinion activity sheet 
(page 195) to students .  Ask students to 
each choose a topic discussed in the text .  
Explain that they will use their activity 
sheets to plan a paragraph about the 
event they chose .  Tell students that their 
paragraphs should express their opinions 
about that event .  Instruct students to 
support their opinions with reasons and 
use linking words and phrases .  

 3. Have students write their paragraphs on 
separate sheets of paper .  Have several 
students read their paragraphs aloud .  

 • Support below-level learners and 
English language learners by providing 
them with sentence frames, such as I 
think _______ because _______ and In 
my opinion _______.

SummaryWrite opinion paragraphs about an event in the American Revolution .
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Primary Source Activity Revisit
 1. Display the Remember the Ladies 

primary source .  Have students review 
their annotated Remember the Ladies 
Analysis activity sheets from Day 1 .  Ask 
students what they learned about Abigail 
Adams and other women who helped 
America gain independence .  Discuss any 
unanswered questions about the primary 
source that students may have .

 2. Ask students the following reflection 
questions:

 • Why did Abigail ask John to “remember 
the ladies”?

 • What was happening around the time 
Abigail wrote this letter?

 • How do you think Abigail and 
other women affected the American 
Revolution?

Activities from the Book
 • Mail It! Activity—Read the Mail It! 

prompt aloud from page 28 of the 
Abigail Adams and the Women Who 
Shaped America book .  Have students 
research an event from the American 
Revolution, and write a letter to a friend 
describing the event .

 • Your Turn! Activity—Read the Your 
Turn! activity aloud from page 32 of 
the Abigail Adams and the Women Who 
Shaped America book .  Have students 
write a letter to John Adams asking him 
to remember another group of people .  
Have students include reasons why the 
group they chose is important .

Assessments
 1. A short posttest, Abigail Adams and 

the Women Who Shaped America Quiz 
(page 196), is provided to assess student 
learning from the book .

 2. A document‑based assessment is also 
provided on page 197 .  This can be used 
to assess students’ ability to analyze 
a primary source, or it can be used 
as another opportunity for analysis 
instruction .

 3. The Interactiv‑eBook activities in the 
Digital Resources may also be used for 
assessment purposes (optional) .

SummaryRevisit the Primary Source Activity, write letters describing the American Revolution, and take the assessments .
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Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________

Remember the Ladies Analysis
Directions: Carefully read the letter.  Write questions you have in the space around it.  

…the House and Furniture of the Solisiter General have fallen a prey 
to their own merciless party.  Surely the very Fiends feel a Reverential 
awe for Virtue and patriotism, whilst they Detest the paricide and 
traitor.
I feel very differently at the approach of spring to what I did a 

month ago.  We knew not then whether we could plant or sow with 
safety, whether when we had toild we could reap the fruits of our own 
industery, whether we could rest in our own Cottages, or whether 
we should not be driven from the sea coasts to seek shelter in the 
wilderness, but now we feel as if we might sit under our own vine and 
eat the good of the land.
I feel a gaieti de Coar [liveliness; joy] to which before I was 

a stranger.  I think the Sun looks brighter, the Birds sing more 
melodiously, and Nature puts on a more chearfull countanance.  We 
feel a temporary peace, and the poor fugitives are returning to their 
deserted habitations.
Tho we felicitate ourselves, we sympathize with those who are 

trembling least the Lot of Boston should be theirs.  But they cannot 
be in similar circumstances unless pusillanimity and cowardise should 
take possession of them.  They have time and warning given them 
to see the Evil and shun it. —I long to hear that you have declared 
an independency— and by the way in the new Code of Laws which 
I suppose it will be necessary for you to make I desire you would 
Remember the Ladies, and be more generous and favourable to them 
than your ancestors.  Do not put such unlimited power into the hands 
of the Husbands.  Remember all Men would be tyrants if they could.  
If perticuliar care and attention is not paid to the Laidies we are 
determined to foment a Rebelion, and will not hold ourselves bound 
by any Laws in which we have no voice, or Representation.
That your Sex are Naturally Tyrannical is a Truth so thoroughly 

established as to admit of no dispute, but such of you as wish to be 
happy willingly give up the harsh title of Master for the more tender 
and endearing one of Friend.  Why then, not put it out of the power of 
the vicious and the…
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Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________

All About Abigail
Directions: Write what you already know about Abigail Adams.  Then, write what you 
want to learn.  After you read the book, write at least three things you learned.

What I know

What I want to know

What I learned

© Teacher Created Materials 25085—Primary Source Readers: America’s Early Years 193193



UNIT
AM

ER
IC

AN
 R

EV
OL

UT
IO

N
4

Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________

Supporting Details
Directions: Write details from the text that support the main ideas below. 

 1. Though she did not go to school, Abigail was a wise woman. 

Detail:  ___________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 2. Abigail’s life changed a lot when the war started.

Detail:  ___________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 3. John Adams respected Abigail.

Detail:  ___________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 4. Margaret Cochran Corbin was brave.

Detail:  ___________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________
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Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________

In My Opinion
Directions: Use the space below to plan a paragraph that expresses your opinion about an 
event in the American Revolution.  Include reasons that support your opinion and at least 
two linking words or phrases to connect your opinion to your reasons.

Event

Reason

Linking word/phrase

 ____________________

Opinion

Reason

Linking word/phrase

 ____________________

Opinion
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Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________

Abigail Adams and the Women  
Who Shaped America Quiz

Directions: Read each question.  Choose the best answer.  Fill in the bubble for the 
answer you have chosen.

 1. Why did Abigail question whether 
her husband should run for the 
presidency?

	A	 She did not want to move to 
Washington, DC.

	B	 She was afraid the job was too 
difficult.

	C	 She did not like politics.

	D	 She wanted to live in Europe 
instead of America.

 4. Who are traitors?

	A	 People who support their 
government and country.

	B	 Men who fight in wars.

	C	 People who betray their 
government.

	D	 Women who supported Great 
Britain in the American 
Revolution.

 2. Abigail Adams thought the war was 
too close to home.  What evidence 
supports this idea?

	A	 Abigail was raised on her 
family’s farm.

	B	 She watched stunned as soldiers 
fought to their deaths.

	C	 She loved to learn.

	D	 Abigail wrote many letters in 
her life.

 5. According to the text, Abigail was 
a woman “ahead of her time.” What 
evidence supports this main idea?

	A	 Abigail wanted laws to protect 
women.

	B	 Abigail let her husband know 
how hard the war was on her.

	C	 Abigail grew to love farming.

	D	 Abigail held her head high and 
supported her husband.

 3. How was Mercy Otis Warren different 
from Abigail Adams? 

	A	 She went to Harvard for an 
education.

	B	 She was against rights for 
women.

	C	 She wrote plays that encouraged 
patriotism.

	D	 She loved to write, but Abigail 
did not.

 6. The role of women in the American 
Revolution included all of these 
EXCEPT _______.

	A	 serving as military leaders

	B	 caring for the wounded

	C	 aiding people in their 
communities that needed help

	D	 fighting alongside their 
husbands
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Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________

Women in the War
Directions: Look at the painting closely.  Then, answer the questions about it.

 1. Who does this painting represent?  How do you know?

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

 2. How is the woman portrayed in the painting?

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

 3. Is this an accurate painting?  Why or why not?

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

This painting from the late 1800s or early 1900s 
shows a woman of the American Revolution .
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