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Lesson  

25Subtracting in Measurement 
Word Problems

Materials
 • Student Guided Practice 

Book (pages 174–180)
 • Math Fluency Game Sets
 • Digital Math  

Fluency Games
 • centimeter cubes
 • sticky notes 
 • centimeter ruler

Teacher 
Background
The concept of length is applied 
to subtraction word problems 
using numbers within 100.  Using 
subtraction strategies and the 
start – change = difference model, 
students write equations and 
solve subtraction word problems 
involving the same unit of 
measure.  Emphasis is placed on 
identifying the problem 
type and practicing 
previous learning 
within the context 
of subtraction.

Learning Objectives
Measurement and Data

 • Use subtraction within 100 to solve word problems 
involving lengths that are given in the same units; 
e.g., by using drawings (such as drawings of rulers) 
and equations with a symbol for the unknown 
number to represent the problem.  

Mathematical Practices and Processes 

 • Make sense of problems and persevere in  
solving them.

 • Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

 • Model with mathematics.

 • Attend to precision.

Progress Monitoring
The Student Guided Practice Book pages below can be used 
to formally and informally assess student understanding of 
the concepts.
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Name: ____________________________
______________________ Date: ________________

Park Play 

Directions: Solve.

 1 The blue slide is 84 inches tall.  It is too big for the youngest kids, so 42 

inches are removed.  How tall is the blue slide now?

___________________ ! ___________________ = ___________________

 ____________________________________________________________

 2 The pine tree in the park is 79 feet tall.  It is trimmed, and now it is 58 feet 

tall.  How much of the tree was removed when it was trimmed?

___________________ ! ___________________ = ___________________

 ____________________________________________________________
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Quick    Check 
Directions: Solve each problem.
 1 A block of cheese measures 22 centimeters in length.  After weeks in the sun, the stinky cheese had grown a thick coat of fuzzy mold on it.  Now, it measures 26 centimeters.  How many centimeters of mold had it grown?  
 A 48 centimeters
 B 26 centimeters
 C 14 centimeters
 D 4 centimeters

 2 The flagpole is 99 feet tall.  The school building is 75 feet tall.  How much taller is the flagpole than the building?
 A 25 feet
 B 24 feet
 C 174 feet
 D 175 feet

 3 Myra’s licorice rope is 15 inches long.  She gives some of it to her friend.  After this, she has 3 inches left.  How much did she give to 
her friend?  Write an equation and solve the problem using words, 
numbers, or pictures.

___________________ – __________________ = _________________
 __________________________________________________________
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Directions:

 1 

Name: __________________________________________________ Date: ________________
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Name: __________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Licorice Ropes 
Directions: Solve.

 1 My licorice rope is 81 centimeters long.  I gave 28 centimeters of it to 
my friend.  How much licorice do I have left?

___________________ ! __________________ = __________________

 ___________________________________________________________

 2 Larry’s licorice rope is 39 centimeters long.  After he gives some of it to 
his friend, he has 12 centimeters left.  How much licorice did he give to 
his friend?

___________________ ! __________________ = __________________

 ___________________________________________________________

 3 Willa’s licorice rope is 55 centimeters long.  She gives 48 centimeters of 
it to her friend.  How much licorice does she have left?

___________________ ! __________________ = __________________

 ___________________________________________________________
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Refocus

Directions: Solve.

 1 The baby hummingbird flew 43 inches on its first try.  It flew 58 

inches on its second try.  How much farther did the hummingbird 

fly on its second try?

 _______________________________________________________

 2 A giraffe can grow to be 37 feet tall.  An elephant can grow to be 18 

feet tall.  How much taller can a giraffe be than an elephant?

Use the sentence frames to help solve the equation.

much taller a giraffe can be than an elephant.

elephant.
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 _______________________________________________________

A giraffe can grow to be 37 feet tall.  An elephant can grow to be 18 

Name: __________________
___________________

_____________ Date: ________________
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Name: _____________________________________
_____________ Date: ________________

Independent Practice 

Directions: Solve each problem.

 1 Samuel jumped 56 centimeters 

at recess.  Mario jumped 22 

centimeters.  What is the 

difference between the jumps?

 2 Aliyah bounced the red rubber 

ball 78 inches high.  Hannah 

bounced the ball 43 inches high.  

What is the difference between 

the bounces?

 3 The van is 92 feet long.  The 

sports car is 78 feet long.  What 

is the difference between the 

vehicles?
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Real World

Math in the

Unpack the Problem

Make a Plan

Solution

Look Back and Explain

Growth Spurt 
Ruth was 48 inches tall at her last doctor’s visit.  Today, she was 56 inches tall.  How many inches has she grownsince her last visit?

© Teacher Created Materials 21203—Focused Mathematics—Student Guided Practice Book
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Ref l ection 1 What subtraction strategies did you use to solve the measurement word 

problems?  Could you use these strategies for word problems that do 

not involve measurement?
 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 2 How does start – change = difference help you write equations for 

measurement problems?
 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

21203—Focused Mathematics—Student Guided Practice Book 
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 1 

 2 

Name: __________________________________________________ Date: ________________
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Subtracting in Measurement 
Word Problems (cont.)

Warm-Up min.
 1. Distribute centimeter cubes.  Say, “My banana was 27 centimeters long before I began 

eating it.  Use your centimeter cubes to stand for each centimeter of the banana, and 
build a model of 27 centimeters.”

 2. Say, “After a few bites, there are 16 centimeters left.  How many centimeters have I 
eaten?  Remove centimeter cubes from your model to show 16 centimeters remaining.  
How many centimeter cubes did you remove?”  (11)

 3. Write the start – change = difference model on the board, and the measurements of 27 
centimeters, 16 centimeters, and 11 centimeters.  Say, “In our start – change = difference 
model, where would each of our numbers belong?  How many centimeters did the 
banana start out as?”  (27 centimeters)  Write this in the start position of the model.  
“How many centimeters were there after eating?”  (16 centimeters)  Write this in the 
difference position of the model.  “How many centimeters were eaten?”  (11 centimeters)  
Write this in the change position of the model.  “So we can show that 27 centimeters – 
11 centimeters = 16 centimeters.”

Language and Vocabulary min.
 1. Write the following vocabulary terms on the board:

length inches feet yard equation
subtract difference

 2. Review the words with students.  Then, tell them that you are going to play a game 
called “Guess the Word!”  

 3. Play “Guess the Word!”  You can use the following clues for each word:

 • I am a word that means how long something is.  (length)

 • I am a word that means how much one amount is more or less than another amount; 
or the answer to a subtraction problem.  (difference)

 • I am a word that is a unit in the customary measurement system.  It takes 12 of me to 
make a foot.  (inches)

 • I am a word that means to find the difference between two numbers.  (subtract)

 • I am a word that means there are equal amounts on both sides of the equal sign.  
(equation)

 • I am a unit of measurement in the customary system.  I am equal to 12 inches.  (feet)

 • I am a small unit in the metric system.  It takes 100 of me to make a meter.  
(centimeter)
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Lesson  

25

254



© Teacher Created Materials 21194—Focused Mathematics Intervention Level 2—Teacher’s Guide

Lesson  

25
Subtracting in Measurement 

Word Problems (cont.)

Whole-Group Lesson min.

Focus
 1. The following lesson will address these focus questions: What subtraction strategies can 

you use to solve measurement word problems?  How can start – change = difference help 
you to write equations for measurement word problems?

 2. You may wish to write the focus questions on the board and read them aloud to students.  
Explain that you will revisit the focus questions at the end of the lesson.

 1. Say, “Today, we are going to use what we know about subtraction to solve some 
problems with measurement.”  Draw the start – change = difference model on the 
board.  Write the following problem on the board and read it aloud: Cooper is getting 
a new desk for his room.  He needs to find out how much space will be left on the wall 
after the desk is put in place.  The desk is 43 inches long.  The wall is 68 inches long.  
How much space will be left after he moves the desk into his room?

 2. Have the measurements 43 inches, 68 inches, and _____ inches written on sticky notes.  
Ask, “Where does each measurement belong in our model?  There is a blank sticky note 
to show the measurement we are looking for.”  Allow students to visit the board to form 
the equation 68 inches – 43 inches = _____ inches.  Ask students how they know 68 
inches is the start, 43 inches is the change, and the missing measure of the problem is 
the difference.

 3. Distribute scratch paper.  Say, “With your partner, find the difference.  Record your 
thinking on your scratch paper.  You can prove your answers using words, pictures, or 
numbers.”  Share strategies to find the difference of 25 inches.

I Do
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Lesson  

25
Subtracting in Measurement 

Word Problems (cont.)

Whole-Group Lesson (cont.)

 4. Say, “Let’s try a new problem.  Remember to listen for what information is given, and 
what is missing.”  Write the following problem on the board and read it aloud: Ma 
Ling is sewing curtains and a matching pillow.  She has 59 feet of fabric.  She needs to 
have 14 feet left in order to make the pillow.  How much fabric can Ma Ling use on the 
curtains and have 14 feet left?  Have the measurements 59 feet, 14 feet, and _____ feet 
written on sticky notes.  “Where does each measurement belong in our model?  There 
is a blank sticky note to show the measurement we are looking for.”  Allow students to 
visit the board to form the equation 59 feet – _____ feet = 14 feet.  Ask students how 
they know 59 feet is the start, 14 feet is the difference, and the missing measure of the 
problem is the change.

 5. Say, “With your partner, find the change.  Record your thinking on your scratch paper.  
You can prove your answers using words, pictures, or numbers.”  Share strategies to 
find the change of 45 feet.

I Do
(cont.)

 1. Write the start – change = difference model on the board.  Refer students to the 
Park Play activity sheet (Student Guided Practice Book, page 174).  Say, “Read the 
problem to yourself as I read it aloud: The blue slide is 84 inches tall.  It is too big for 
the youngest kids, so 42 inches are removed.  How tall is the blue slide now?  What 
measurements do we know?”  (42 inches, 84 inches)  “Where does each measurement 
belong in our model?”  (84 inches is the start; 42 inches is the change.)  “What are we 
looking for?”  (the difference, how tall the blue slide is after some of it is removed)  Write 
the equation 84 inches – 42 inches = _____ inches in the model on the board as students 
write it on their activity sheets.  Be sure students write the measurement units.

We Do

Language Support 
Have students complete the sentence These problems are like 
problems we have done before because _____.  Emphasize 
vocabulary students already know, like subtraction and start – 
change = difference.  Then, have them complete the sentence These 
problems are different from problems we have done before because 
_____.  This will highlight the measurement vocabulary terms.
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Lesson  

25
Subtracting in Measurement 

Word Problems (cont.)

Whole-Group Lesson (cont.)

 2. Ask, “What is the difference?”  (42 inches)  “Prove your answer using words, pictures, or 
numbers.”  Have students share strategies to find the difference of 42 inches.

 3. Say, “As we read the next problem, listen for what measurements we know and which 
measurements we need to find out: The pine tree in the park is 79 feet tall.  It is 
trimmed, and now it is 58 feet tall.  How much of the tree was removed when it was 
trimmed?  What measurements do we know?”  (79 feet, 58 feet)  “Where does each 
measurement belong in our model?”  (79 feet is the start; 58 feet is the difference.)  
“What are we looking for?”  (the change, the amount of the tree that was removed)  
Write the equation 79 feet – _____ feet = 58 feet in the model on the board as students 
write it on their activity sheets.  Be sure students write the measurement units.

 4. Ask, “What is the change?”  (21 feet)  “Prove your answer using words, pictures, or 
numbers.”  Have students share strategies to find the change of 21 feet.

We Do
(cont.)
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Lesson  

25
Subtracting in Measurement 

Word Problems (cont.)

Whole-Group Lesson (cont.)

Closing the Whole-Group Lesson
Revisit the focus questions for the lesson: What subtraction strategies can you use to solve 
measurement word problems?  How can start – change = difference help you to write 
equations for measurement word problems?  Have students share how the lesson added to 
their understanding of how to use subtraction strategies to solve measurement problems.

Progress Monitoring min.
 1. Have students complete the Quick Check activity sheet (Student Guided Practice 

Book, page 176) to gauge student progress toward mastery of the Learning Objectives.

 2. Based on the results of the Quick Check activity sheet and your observations during the 
lesson, identify students who may benefit from additional instruction in the Learning 
Objectives.  These students will be placed into a small group for reteaching.  See 
instructions on the following page.

 1. Tell students they will now work on word problems about subtracting length on their 
own in the Licorice Ropes activity sheet (Student Guided Practice Book, page 175).

 2. Have students share their equations and reasoning.  If students have difficulty explaining 
their reasoning, remind them to use the vocabulary terms.

You Do
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Lesson  

25

Digital Math Fluency GamesMath Fluency Game Sets

Math Fluency Games

 Extend Learning
Read the following problem and write it on the board: A crayon is 10 centimeters 
long.  A new pencil is 20 centimeters long.  A mini highlighter is 6 centimeters long.  
Put the measurements in order from least to greatest.  (6 centimeters, 10 centimeters, 
20 centimeters)  How much longer is the pencil than the crayon?  (10 centimeters)  
How much longer is the pencil than the mini highlighter?  (14 centimeters)  How 
much longer is the crayon than the mini highlighter?  (4 centimeters)  Have students 
complete the Lesson 25 Extend Learning Task (filename: extendtask25.pdf).

Subtracting in Measurement 
Word Problems (cont.)

Differentiated Instruction  min.

Gather students for reteaching.  The remaining students will complete the Independent 
Practice activity sheet (Student Guided Practice Book, page 178) to reinforce their learning 
and then play the Math Fluency Games.

Refocus PPT
Revisit the focus questions for the lesson: What subtraction strategies can you use to solve 
measurement word problems?  How can start – change = difference help you to write 
equations for measurement word problems?  Emphasize that finding the difference in a 
measurement problem is like finding the difference in any number problem.  Read all four of 
these problems and ask students to find the similarities: 

 • There were 500 cookies for the bake sale.  There were 200 cookies sold during lunch.  
How many were left to sell after school?  

 • Thomas had 500 snowballs ready for the snow battle.  Susanna had 200 snowballs.  
How many more snowballs did Thomas have?

Ask students what is similar about questions that ask: How much longer is _____?  Who 
has more?  How many are left?  What is the difference between _____?  Say, “Whether it is 
measurement or amount, the method of finding the difference is the same.”  Finally, support 
students as they complete Question 1 on the Refocus activity sheet (Student Guided Practice 
Book, page 177).
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Lesson  

25
Subtracting in Measurement 

Word Problems (cont.)

Math in the Real World min.
 1. Refer students to the Math in the Real World: Growth Spurt task (Student Guided 

Practice Book, page 179).  Have a student read the task aloud.  Tell students to explain or 
summarize the task to their partner.  Have a few students share their summaries.

 2. Ask students to think about what information they will need to solve the task and what 
the task is asking them to do.  Then, have them share with a partner.  Ask a few students 
to share aloud.  Have students work in groups of two or three to complete the task.

 3. As students are working, circulate and ask focusing, assessing, and advancing questions:

 • What information do you know?  What are you trying to find out?

 • What units are being used in the problem?

 • Could start – change = difference help you solve the problem?

 • Could drawing a picture help?

 • Could writing the amount of tens and ones in each number help you solve 
the problem?

 • Is there a different way to solve the problem?

Sentence Frames for Explaining Reasoning 
 • Ruth was _____ tall.  Now, she is _____ tall.

 • I solved the problem by _____.

 • Ruth has grown _____ since her last visit.

 • My equation shows how I found the difference between _____ and _____.   
Equation: _____

 4. Observe how students are solving the task, and choose a few groups who solved the task 
in different ways to share their solutions and reasoning.  Try to have the solutions move 
from concrete representations to more abstract representations.  Make sure students 
explain their reasoning as they share solutions.

 5. As groups are sharing their solution paths, reasoning, and strategies, ask questions:

 • How can you explain what _____ said in a different way?

 • Do you agree or disagree with the solution path and reasoning?  Why?

 • Which solution path makes the most sense to you?  Why?

Lesson Reflection min.
Have students summarize their learning about subtracting in measurement word 
problems, and provide feedback on any questions they still have about the content on the 
Reflection activity sheet (Student Guided Practice Book, page 180).
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Name: __________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Park Play 
Directions: Solve.

 1 The blue slide is 84 inches tall.  It is too big for the youngest kids, so 42 
inches are removed.  How tall is the blue slide now?

___________________ − ___________________ = ___________________

 ____________________________________________________________

 2 The pine tree in the park is 79 feet tall.  It is trimmed, and now it is 58 feet 
tall.  How much of the tree was removed when it was trimmed?

___________________ − ___________________ = ___________________

 ____________________________________________________________
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Name: __________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Licorice Ropes 
Directions: Solve.

 1 My licorice rope is 81 centimeters long.  I gave 28 centimeters of it 
to my friend.  How much licorice do I have left?

___________________ − __________________ = __________________

 ___________________________________________________________

 2 Larry’s licorice rope is 39 centimeters long.  After he gives some of it 
to his friend, he has 12 centimeters left.  How much licorice did he give 
to his friend?

___________________ − __________________ = __________________

 ___________________________________________________________

 3 Willa’s licorice rope is 55 centimeters long.  She gives 48 centimeters 
of it to her friend.  How much licorice does she have left?

___________________ − __________________ = __________________

 ___________________________________________________________
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Quick    Check 
Directions: Solve each problem.

 1 A block of cheese measures 22 
centimeters in length.  After 
weeks in the sun, the stinky 
cheese had grown a thick coat 
of fuzzy mold on it.  Now, it 
measures 26 centimeters.  How 
many centimeters of mold had 
it grown?  

	 A	48 centimeters

	 B	26 centimeters

	 C	14 centimeters

	 D	4 centimeters

 2 The flagpole is 99 feet tall.  The 
school building is 75 feet tall.  
How much taller is the flagpole 
than the building?

	 A	25 feet

	 B	24 feet

	 C	174 feet

	 D	175 feet

 3 Myra’s licorice rope is 15 inches long.  She gives some of it to her 
friend.  After this, she has 3 inches left.  How much did she give to 
her friend?  Write an equation and solve the problem using words, 
numbers, or pictures.

___________________ – __________________ = _________________

 __________________________________________________________

21203—Focused Mathematics—Student Guided Practice Book © Teacher Created Materials
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Refocus
Directions: Solve.

 1 The baby hummingbird flew 43 inches on its first try.  It flew 58 
inches on its second try.  How much farther did the hummingbird 
fly on its second try?

 _______________________________________________________

 2 A giraffe can grow to be 37 feet tall.  An elephant can grow to be 
18 feet tall.  How much taller can a giraffe be than an elephant?

Use the sentence frames to help solve the equation.

 • A giraffe can be __________________ feet tall.

 • An elephant can be __________________ feet tall.

 • I used base ten blocks/number line (circle one) to find out 
how much taller a giraffe can be than an elephant.

 • A giraffe can be __________________ feet taller than 
an elephant.

© Teacher Created Materials 21203—Focused Mathematics—Student Guided Practice Book
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Name: __________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Independent Practice 
Directions: Solve each problem.

 1 Samuel jumped 56 centimeters 
at recess.  Mario jumped 22 
centimeters.  What is the 
difference between the jumps?

 2 Aliyah bounced the red rubber 
ball 78 inches high.  Hannah 
bounced the ball 43 inches high.  
What is the difference between 
the bounces?

 3 The van is 92 feet long.  The 
sports car is 78 feet long.  What 
is the difference between 
the vehicles?
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Real World
Math in the

Unpack the Problem

Make a Plan

Solution

Look Back and Explain

Growth Spurt 
Ruth was 48 inches tall at her last doctor’s visit.  Today,  
she was 56 inches tall.  How many inches has she grown 
since her last visit?

© Teacher Created Materials 21203—Focused Mathematics—Student Guided Practice Book
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Lesson 

 

Learning Objectives 
Language Conventions: Use adjectives and adverbs, and 
choose between them depending on what is to be modified.

Vocabulary: Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both 
print and digital, to determine or clarify the meanings of 
words and phrases.

Reading Informational Text: Identify the main purpose of 
a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or 
describe.

Writing: Write a persuasive paragraph about why the tundra 
biome should be protected.  

Progress Monitoring
The Student Guided Practice Book pages below can be used 
to formally and informally assess student understanding of the 
concepts.  

Lesson 
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Identifying Author’s Purpose

Materials
 • Student Guided Practice 

Book (pages 156–161)

 • Too Cold for 
Trees! (filename: 
toocoldfortrees.pdf)

 • Audio CD (Track 26)

 • Literacy Game Sets

 • Digital Literacy Games

 • copy paper

Skill Overview: 
Identifying 
Author’s 
Purpose
Authors write informational 
texts for a variety of purposes: 
to answer a question, to explain, 
or to describe.  Students can 
use text clues such as headings, 
charts, or illustrations to predict 
an author’s purpose prior to 
reading.  As students read Too 
Cold for Trees!, they will identify 
the author’s purpose by 
asking and answering the 
question, “What does 
that author want 
me to know?” 

Name: ____________________
_____________________

__ Date: _________________

WhatÕs the Purpose?  

Directions: Write the text types in the column you think best 

describes the author’s purpose.     

Text Types

magazine 

article about 

animal’s diet

blog brochure recipe

list
interview with 

a movie star
opinion piece 

in newspaper
sports article

To Inform To Entertain To Persuade

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________
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Directions: Write a persuasive paragraph to convince 
someone why the tundra biome is special and should be 
protected.  

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _________________

Written Response

21176—Focused Reading—Student Guided Practice Book © Teacher Created Materials
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Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _________________Paragraph ParaphraseDirections: Read the third paragraph of Inside Your Brain.  Then, 

write the main idea and three key details.  Finally, use your answers 

to paraphrase the paragraph. 

My Paraphrase: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
Main Idea of the Paragraph: ___________________________________

Key Detail:

Key Detail:

Key Detail:

21176—Focused Reading—Student Guided Practice Book 
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Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _________________Why Is the Author  Telling Me That?  Directions: Write the main idea for each section of Too Cold for 

Trees below.  Then, circle the author’s purpose.    1 There are many biomes on Earth.  The tundra is the coldest.  

Very little can survive there.  
Main Idea:  __________________________________________

What is the author’s purpose?  to entertain to persuade
to inform

 2 Some tundra animals have white fur.  They blend in with the 

snow.  In the winter, some animals hide from the cold.  They 

hibernate.  They sleep for months.  Others slowly move south.
Main Idea: ___________________________________________

What is the author’s purpose?  to entertain to persuade
to inform

 3 The tundra is a harsh place.  Only the strongest survive there. 
Main Idea: ___________________________________________

What is the author’s purpose?  to entertain to persuade
to inform

The tundra is a biome that is hard to live in.

21176—Focused Reading—Student Guided Practice Book 
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Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _________________

Word Work 
Part 1: Tell Me About It! 

Directions: Circle the adjective or adverb that describes the words 
below.  

Word adjective adverb
 1 owl white quietly
 2 melt stinky rapidly
 3 tree tall boldly
 4 grow blue slowly
 5 slept rough happily

Part 2: Language and Vocabulary 
Directions: Circle two words to look up in a dictionary or the 
Glossary.  Then, write each word and its definition on the lines.

Because of the harsh weather in the tundra biome, many animals 
hibernate and remain inactive to conserve energy. 

 1 Word: ________________ Definition:  _____________________

 ____________________________________________________

 2 Word: ________________ Definition:  _____________________

 ____________________________________________________
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There are many biomes on Earth.  The tundra is the coldest.  

Very little can survive there.  

Temperatures often drop below zero in the 

tundra.  The air is very dry.  There are no trees.  It 

is too cold.  Only short, dry plants can grow there.   

Some tundra animals have white fur.  They 

blend in with the snow.  In the winter, some 

animals hide from the cold.  They hibernate.  They 

sleep for months.  Others slowly move south. 

The tundra is a harsh place.  Only the strongest 

survive there.  

There are many biomes on Earth.  The tundra is the coldest.  

animals hide from the cold.  They hibernate.  They 

arctic fox

polar bearsnowy owl

21176—Focused Reading—Student Guided Practice Book 
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Identifying Author’s  
Purpose (cont.)

Warm-Up Activity min.

Remind students that high-frequency words are the most commonly used words in texts.  
Recognition of and repeated exposure to these words is essential to fluent reading.  Write 
the words on the board.  Read each word aloud.  Choose one word.  Move your hands  
and/or body to look like each letter as you say it aloud.  Repeat this process for each word.  

cold grow  little some very

21167—Focused Reading Intervention Level 2—Teacher’s Guide © Teacher Created Materials252

There are many biomes on Earth.  The tundra is the coldest.  
Very little can survive there.  

Temperatures often drop below zero in the 
tundra.  The air is very dry.  There are no trees.  It 
is too cold.  Only short, dry plants can grow there.   

Some tundra animals have white fur.  They 
blend in with the snow.  In the winter, some 
animals hide from the cold.  They hibernate.  They 
sleep for months.  Others slowly move south. 

The tundra is a harsh place.  Only the strongest 
survive there.  

arctic fox

polar bear
snowy owl
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Word Work
Tell Me About It! min.

 1. Explain that authors write with description in order to help readers make clear pictures 
in their heads.  Tell students that authors use adjectives to describe nouns and adverbs to 
describe verbs.  Write the sentence The small white snow bunny quickly hopped around, 
carefully looking for insects.  Ask students to describe the mental pictures in their heads.  

 2. Underline snow bunny in the sentence.  Ask what part of speech it is.  (noun)  Ask 
students to identify the words in the sentence that describe snow bunny.  (small, white)  
Say, “Small and white are adjectives because they describe the noun snow bunny.” 

 3. Underline hopped in the sentence.  Ask what part of speech it is.  (verb)  Ask students to 
identify the word in the sentence that describes hopped.  (quickly)  Say, “Quickly is an 
adverb because it describes the verb hopped.”

 4. Underline looking in the sentence.  Ask what part of speech it is.  (verb)  Ask students to 
identify the word in the sentence that describes looking.  (carefully)  Say, “Carefully is an 
adverb because it describes the verb looking.”

 5. Have students complete Part 1 of the Word Work activity sheet (Student Guided Practice 
Book, page 157) for additional practice with adjectives and adverbs.

Language and Vocabulary min.
biomes blend harsh tundra

  1. Explain that a reader has multiple strategies to help determine or clarify the meaning 
of an unknown word.  Brainstorm a list of strategies, such as context clues or looking at 
word parts like roots, affixes, and compound words.  Assist students with the idea that 
unknown words can also be looked up in a glossary or dictionary to help determine or 
clarify their meaning.  

 2. Use a print or digital student dictionary or the Glossary on page 186–190 of the Student 
Guided Practice Book to demonstrate how to look up the meaning of an unknown word.  

 3. Make sure to point out to students what a dictionary or glossary is, how it is arranged 
(alphabetically), and how words are described.  (with part of speech, pronunciation, and 
definition)  Demonstrate and practice looking up the words biomes, blend, harsh, and 
tundra.  

 4. Have students complete Part 2 of the Word Work activity sheet (Student Guided Practice 
Book, page 157) for additional practice with using glossaries and dictionaries.

Identifying Author’s  
Purpose (cont.)
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Prior to reading, provide language support to students by 
reviewing the main purposes for reading: to explain, to 
entertain, or to persuade.  Discuss the details of each purpose 
and then ask students to identify the purposes of various types 
of print (recipe card, newspaper article, friendly letter).

Language Support
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Identifying Author’s  
Purpose (cont.)

Whole-Group Lesson
Before Reading min.

 1. Explain how authors can have three main purposes: to explain, to entertain, or to 
persuade.  Discuss what each means and how they relate to nonfiction texts.  Provide 
examples of each purpose.  For example, an instruction booklet and a recipe are to 
inform, a biography and a descriptive essay are to entertain, and a leaflet or a written 
speech are often to persuade.  

 2. Explain that prior to reading a passage you can use the title and text clues to predict 
author’s purpose.  

 3. Have students turn to the passage titled Too Cold for Trees! (Student Guided Practice 
Book, page 156).  You may wish to display the PDF version.  

 4. Ask, “Based on the title and the clues on the page, what do you think the passage will 
be about?” Allow time for students to respond.  Say, “I think this passage is going to be 
about a place where it is too cold for trees to grow.  I think the author is going to tell us 
about this place.” 

 1. Ask, “Based on the title and your prediction, what do you think the author’s purpose 
is?  Do you think it will be to entertain, persuade, or explain?”  Model how to answer 
this question by thinking aloud.  Have students to turn to their neighbor to discuss 
possible responses.  If necessary, probe with additional questions such as “Why do you 
think the author’s purpose is to _____?”

 1. Have students work in pairs to write a statement predicting the author’s purpose 
based on the title and text clues.  Have student pairs share their responses with the 
class.

I Do

You Do

We Do
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Identifying Author’s  
Purpose (cont.)

 1. Have students first read Too Cold for Trees! (Student Guided Practice Book,  
page 156) independently.  If students need additional support reading the text, reread 
the passage aloud, or guide students in a close reading of Too Cold for Trees! 

 2. Reread the first paragraph aloud.  Say, “I think if I find out what the main idea of this 
paragraph is, I can also find out what the author is telling me about.”

 3. Say, “The main idea of this first paragraph is that the tundra biome is the coldest 
biome.  I think the author wants me to know to be informed.  I don’t think the author 
is trying to entertain or persuade me with this main idea.  But I can’t be sure until I 
have read more.” 

 1. Reread the next paragraph aloud.  Say, “What is the main idea of this paragraph?” 

 2. Have students reread the section to find the answer, discuss their ideas with a partner, 
and then share their responses with the group.  (It is so cold and dry in the tundra that 
very little can grow there.)

 3. Ask, “Why does the author want us to know this?  Is it to entertain, inform, or 
persuade?”  Have students discuss their ideas with a partner and share their responses 
with the group.  As needed, direct students to support the author’s purpose with 
evidence from the text.  

 1. Have students finish rereading the rest of the text and, either independently or in 
pairs, complete the Why Is the Author Telling Me That? activity sheet (Student 
Guided Practice Book, page 158).

Whole-Group Lesson (cont.)

During Reading min.

I Do

You Do

We Do
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Identifying Author’s  
Purpose (cont.)

Whole-Group Lesson (cont.)

After Reading min.

 1. Say, “In this passage the author’s purpose is to inform us about the tundra.  Each 
paragraph was written to inform us.  Beginning with the first paragraph until the end, 
each paragraph is giving us informative supporting details for the main idea that the 
tundra is cold.”

 1. Ask, “Why do you think it is important to know and understand an author’s purpose?”  
Engage students in a discussion of why they think author’s purpose is important.  

 2. Using evidence from the text, have each student support the idea that the passage Too 
Cold for Trees! was written to inform. 

 1. Have students complete the What’s the Purpose? activity sheet (Student Guided 
Practice Book, page 159) to practice identifying author’s purpose either now or during 
the Differentiated Instruction portion of the lesson.    

I Do

You Do

We Do
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Have students complete 
a timed reading of the 
passage.  This passage has 
86 words.  The fluency 
goal is 94 words per 
minute.  See pages 16–17 
of the Assessment Guide 
for instructions and the 
fluency rubric.

Assessment Opportunity
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Identifying Author’s  
Purpose (cont.)

Writing min.

Tell students to think about the passage and the information the author provided about 
the tundra biome.  Then, read aloud the prompt from the Written Response activity sheet 
(Student Guided Practice Book, page 160).  You may wish to have students complete the 
digital version of the writing prompt found on the Digital Resources USB Device.  

Fluency Practice min.

Utilize the student-adult reading strategy.  Read aloud the passage to model fluent reading, 
including an appropriate rate, expression, and phrasing.  Then, have students chorally reread 
the passage.   
Note: You may wish to play the professional recording of the passage from the Audio CD to 
model proper fluency.  

Progress Monitoring min.

 1. Have students complete the Quick Check activity 
sheet (Student Guided Practice Book, page 161) 
to gauge student progress toward mastery of the 
learning objectives.

 2. Based on the results of the Quick Check activity 
sheet and teacher observations during the lesson, 
organize students into groups and continue with the 
Differentiated Instruction support and the Literacy 
Games.  
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Literacy Game Sets

Digital Literacy Games

Literacy Games
Divide students into groups.  Assign each 
group to one game.  For instructions on 
how to organize, manage, and play the 
Literacy Games see pages 30–34.
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Identifying Author’s  
Purpose (cont.)

Differentiated Instruction min.

While the teacher meets with each group below, the remaining students will play the Literacy 
Games.    

Reteach 
 1. Play the professional recording from the 

Audio CD or reread the passage aloud with 
students.  

 2. Ask text-based questions related to 
identifying author’s purpose, such as: Why 
does the author say _____?  Which words 
from the passage indicate the author is 
trying to inform us?  What is the author 
trying to tell us in this sentence?

 3.  Have students answer these questions 
in pairs.  Encourage students to refer to 
evidence from the text to support their 
answers.

Reinforce
 1. Reread the passage aloud, or have students 

reread the passage in pairs.  

 2. Identify the words in the passage that help 
indicate it is written with the purpose to 
inform.  (there are, the tundra is, some 
tundra animals, in the winter)  Have 
students turn to their passage in the 
Student Guided Practice Book on page 156 
and circle the words indicating the author’s 
purpose is to inform.  

 Extend Learning
 1. Complete the Reinforce activities above and then ask students to create a list 

of clue words they might find in a passage designed to entertain or a passage 
designed to persuade.

 2. Have each student work with a partner to think of four to five clue words that 
help indicate an author’s purpose to persuade.
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There are many biomes on Earth.  The tundra is the coldest.  
Very little can survive there.  

Temperatures often drop below zero in the 
tundra.  The air is very dry.  There are no trees.  It 
is too cold.  Only short, dry plants can grow there.   

Some tundra animals have white fur.  They 
blend in with the snow.  In the winter, some 
animals hide from the cold.  They hibernate.  They 
sleep for months.  Others slowly move south. 

The tundra is a harsh place.  Only the strongest 
survive there.  

arctic fox

polar bear
snowy owl
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Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _________________

Word Work 
Part 1: Tell Me About It! 

Directions: Circle the adjective or adverb that describes the words 
below.  

Word adjective adverb

 1 owl white quietly

 2 melt stinky rapidly

 3 tree tall boldly

 4 grow blue slowly

 5 slept rough happily

Part 2: Language and Vocabulary 

Directions: Circle two words to look up in a dictionary or the 
Glossary.  Then, write each word and its definition on the lines.

Because of the harsh weather in the tundra biome, many animals 
hibernate and remain inactive to conserve energy. 

 1 Word: ________________ Definition:  _____________________

 ____________________________________________________

 2 Word: ________________ Definition:  _____________________

 ____________________________________________________
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Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _________________

Why Is the Author  
Telling Me That?  

Directions: Write the main idea for each section of Too Cold for 
Trees below.  Then, circle the author’s purpose.   

 1 There are many biomes on Earth.  The tundra is the coldest.  
Very little can survive there.  

Main Idea:  __________________________________________

What is the author’s purpose?  
to entertain to persuade to inform

 2 Some tundra animals have white fur.  They blend in with the 
snow.  In the winter, some animals hide from the cold.  They 
hibernate.  They sleep for months.  Others slowly move south.

Main Idea: ___________________________________________

What is the author’s purpose?  
to entertain to persuade to inform

 3 The tundra is a harsh place.  Only the strongest survive there. 

Main Idea: ___________________________________________

What is the author’s purpose?  
to entertain to persuade to inform

The tundra is a biome that is hard to live in.
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Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _________________

WhatÕs the Purpose?  
Directions: Write the text types in the column you think best 
describes the author’s purpose.     

Text Types
magazine 

article about 
animal’s diet

blog brochure recipe

list
interview with 
a movie star

opinion piece 
in newspaper

sports article

To Inform To Entertain To Persuade

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________

 ________________
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Directions: Write a persuasive paragraph to convince 
someone why the tundra biome is special and should be 
protected.  

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _________________

Written Response
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 1 Which word is an adjective 
that describes sound? 

	 A	clock 
	 B	 instantly 
	 C	 loud 
	 D	made 

 2 If you look up harsh in the 
dictionary, which of these 
things will you not find? 

	 A	price 
	 B	definition 
	 C	picture
	 D	example sentence

 3 What is the main point 
about the arctic the author 
wants to make?

	 A	 It is a very pretty place.
	 B	 It is so cold, it is hard 

for plants and animals 
to live there.

	 C	Cute animals live there.
	 D	Some tundra animals 

have white fur to blend 
in with the snow.

 4 Which is not something the 
passage says helps tundra 
animals survive?

	 A	Some hibernate for 
months.

	 B	Some move south for 
the winter.

	 C	Some blend in with the 
snow.

	 D	Some burrow into 
trees.

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _________________

Quick Check
Lesson Lesson 

26

161161


	FMI Level 2 Lesson 25
	FRI Level 2 Lesson 26



