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Have you ever looked closely at 
the California state seal?  At the top 
is the state’s motto, “Eureka.” In 
Greek, it means, “I have found it.” 
The motto refers to the discovery 
of gold in the state.

Eureka!

Miners search for gold in rivers during the gold rush.

Strike It Rich
You are knee deep in the American River.  Your hands clutch a 

pan.  Rocks and sediment are piled inside.  You swish, swish, swish 
the metal container back and forth, trying to shave off the top layer 
of soil.  It’s 1849.  You are a miner during the California gold rush.  
You have been panning for gold for 12 hours.  Your back aches.  
Your feet feel like ice cubes.  But you keep going.  You are hopeful 
that today is the day.  Today will be the day you strike it rich.For many gold rush miners, these struggles happened daily.  The 
gold rush brought big changes—both positive and negative—to California.  Let’s take a look at this golden age in California history!

It’s time to brush up on gold rush 
vocabulary!  “Gold washers” 
(miners) worked “claims” (mines) 
when they were on the hunt for 
“the yellow heap” (gold).

Gold Rush Slang
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California Social Studies Launch Training
Staying true to the idea that we all “learn by doing,” teachers 
will actively engage with Exploring Social Studies: California 
Edition to experience what this California-specific resource 
offers and how it can be used in a variety of instructional 
settings. Teachers will learn how to integrate this research-
based resource into current classroom instruction, while 
meeting social studies standards with best practices and 
practical strategies to make student learning more effective.

Attendees will:

�� Identify the key components of Exploring Social  
Studies: California Edition.

�� Learn how Exploring Social Studies is a tool  
for engaging, standards-based instruction through  
active learning.

�� Discover how to align Exploring Social Studies  
content resources at each grade level.

�� Examine Exploring Social Studies lesson plans  
and other support materials.

�� Identify how the Exploring Social Studies professional 
resources will further growth as an educator.

In-Service 
Teacher Created Materials facilitators deliver in-
person workshops to provide product knowledge, 
delivery strategies, and classroom application ideas for 
Exploring Social Studies.

Webinars 
Teacher Created Materials Webinars provide specific 
grade-level trainings in the Exploring Social Studies 
curriculum.



(800) 858-7339 • www.tcmpub.com/california-resources
B2489

You will love the convenience and 
flexibility of our Launch Trainings.
For more information, contact your local representative:

Central CA 
Dan Dedekian 
(559) 260-7744 
ddedekian@tcmpub.com

LA West 
Trisha DiFazio 
(323) 483-2103 
tdifazio@tcmpub.com

LAUSD  
Hector Avalos 
(619) 721-6767 
bavalos@tcmpub.com

OC, SD, Riverside, Imperial  
Brendan Ryan 
(619) 972-7768 
bryan@tcmpub.com


