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Activities Using Photographs Rough Riders 

The Spanish-American War
Objectives
 • Explain events, ideas, or concepts in a historical text, including what happened and why, 

based on specific information in the text.  (LAFS.4.RI.1.3)

 • Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.  (LAFS.4.W.1.2)

 • Describe the effects of the Spanish-American War on Florida by creating a radio news report.  
(SS.4.A.6.4)

Materials
copies of both sides of the Rough Riders photograph card; copies of the historical background 
information (page 36); for optional use, copies of the student glossary (page 91)

Discussion Questions
 • Describe what you see in the photo.  When do you think it was taken?

 • Where do you think this photo was taken?  What clues did you use?

 • What do you think the people in this photo are doing?  Use evidence from the photo to 
support your answer.

Using the Primary Source
Display the Rough Riders photograph card.  Ask students the discussion questions above.  Then, 
tell students that this photo was taken on July 14, 1898.  It shows a group of cavalrymen known as 
Rough Riders in Tampa, Florida.

Distribute copies of the historical background information (page 36) to students.  Read the text 
aloud as students follow along.  For reference, there is a student glossary (page 91).

Discuss how having troops arrive in Tampa affected the city.  Have students brainstorm items these 
troops would need during their stay.  Then, have students sort their ideas by categories such as 
food, clothing, and shelter.  As a class, discuss how new businesses and roads helped Tampa grow 
very quickly.  Then, have students write and perform a radio news report describing the economic 
impact on Tampa and its citizens.

As a final activity, have students complete various activities from the back of the photograph card.

Extension Idea
Have students research the contributions of the Buffalo Soldiers during the Spanish-American  
War.  Have them present their findings on a poster and share it with the class.
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Activities Using Photographs Rough Riders 

The Spanish-American War (cont.) 

Historical Background Information

In the 1800s, tensions rose in Cuba.  Cuba is a country just south of Florida.  At 
the time, Cuba was ruled by Spain.  Cubans had been fighting the Spanish for a 
long time.  They wanted their independence.  In 1896, Spanish leaders put rebels in 
reconcentration camps.  There was little food in the camps.  Disease spread quickly.  
But, if people did not show up to the camps, Spanish leaders killed them.  When 
Americans heard about this, they were appalled.

In 1898, American leaders sent a ship to Cuba.  The USS Maine sat in the harbor.  
Suddenly, it exploded and sank.  Hundreds died.  Many blamed Spain.  After that, the 
United States declared war on Spain.  The Spanish-American War had begun.

Before the United States entered the war, many Cubans came to Florida.  They wanted 
to escape the fighting and live in a safe place.  Some of these immigrants joined the 
fight against Spain.  They formed the Army of the Cuban Republic.

Another group joined the fight, too.  The Buffalo Soldiers were a group of black 
soldiers.  They fought bravely.  They helped achieve many American victories 
in Cuba.

Theodore Roosevelt started a cavalry group called the Rough Riders.  They were the 
first volunteer cavalry in the Spanish-American War.  Men came from all over the 
United States to be part of the Rough Riders. 

The Rough Riders and many other troops met in Tampa in 1898.  At that time, Tampa 
was just a small town.  Altogether, there were 30,000 troops.  The people who lived 
there were excited about this.  This meant big money!  The soldiers needed food.  
They needed supplies for their camps.  Tampa business owners could sell these things.  
The small town grew fast.

Lakeland was a small town, too.  At times, there were too many troops in Tampa.  So 
they used Lakeland to house overflow troops.  It had a direct railroad to Tampa.  This 
made travel to the port easy.  It also had a good water supply.  Only 1,000 people lived 
in Lakeland in 1898.  But, the people in Lakeland did not like having the army in their 
town.  They fought with the 9,000 troops who came there.  Many of these conflicts 
were between black soldiers and the white Lakeland residents. 

Other port cities in Florida helped the war effort, too.  Troops went to Jacksonville, 
Tampa, and Key West to train.  The U.S. Navy kept its headquarters in Key West.

The war did not last long once U.S. troops arrived in Cuba.  The Spanish surrendered 
and hurried to leave.  The Spanish-American War lasted less than four months.  It 
started on April 25 and ended on August 12.  American troops left through port cities 
in Florida.  They also returned there.  This helped these cities grow.
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Two Accounts
Historical Background Information

The Battle of Natural Bridge was the second largest battle fought in Florida during the 
Civil War .  It was a key victory for the South .

Activity

Directions: Record facts and information about the Battle of Natural Bridge in the chart 
below .  Include details from the historical background information on the left and details 
from Ruth’s Diary on the right .

The Battle of Natural Bridge

Secondhand Account 
(Historical Background Information)

Firsthand Account 
(Ruth’s Diary)

Details Details

Activities Using Primary Sources Ruth’s Diary

Name  ___________________________________________  Date ___________________
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Activities Using Primary Sources Ruth’s Diary

Ruth’s Diary
[Insert image of Ruth’s Diary document]
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