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High-interest, Leveled Readers

➤➤ 6 copies each of 16–30 titles
➤➤ Appropriately leveled informational texts 

Grades K–5

Each kit includes:

Main idea Text feature:

page:

Main idea Text feature:

page:

Main idea Text feature:

page:

Main idea Text feature:

page:

1
UNIT

EXPLORATION AND GROW
TH OF FLORIDA

Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________

Previewing the Book
Directions: Predict the main ideas of the text.  Record your predictions on the left.  
Record the text feature that led you to each prediction on the right.

© Teacher Created Materials 25550—Primary Source Readers: Florida
© Teacher Created Materials 25550—Primary Source Readers: Florida 9797

1
UNIT

EX
PL

OR
AT

IO
N 

AN
D 

GR
OW

TH
 O

F F
LO

RI
DA

Students will: 
 • determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key 

details; summarize the text .  (LAFS .4 .RI .1 .2)

 • write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 

reasons and information .  (LAFS .4 .W .1 .1)

 • describe Florida’s growth in relation to pioneer life and technological 

advances .  (SS .4 .A .4 .1, SS .4 .A .4 .2)

Learning Objectives

Task
During Reading (page 93)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Identify main ideas and 
supporting details in the book, 
and create a poster to convince 
pioneers to move to Florida .

Task
Before Reading (page 92)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Predict the main ideas of the text .

Task
Primary Source Activity  
(page 91)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Examine and annotate a 1902 
letter from Henry Flagler to Ellen 
Call Long .

Task
Primary Source Activity Revisit, 
Activities from the Book, and 
Assessments (page 95)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Revisit the Primary Source Activity, 
create a book of pioneer life, and 
take the assessments .

Task
After Reading (page 94)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Write a speech explaining their 
opinion on settling Florida .

Lesson Timeline

Materials 
 • Growth of Florida: Pioneers and Technological 

Advances books

 • copies of student reproducibles (pages 96–101)

 • Flagler Letter primary source (flagler .jpg)

 • index cards 

 • art supplies

25550—Primary Source Readers: Florida © Teacher Created Materials
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The first steamboat arrived in Florida in 1827.  It was powered by steam and used a paddle wheel to move.  Steamboats could travel farther than standard sailing ships.  They could travel inland.  They could travel up narrow and winding rivers.  They could reach settlers who were once isolated.  They brought people to areas that had not yet been explored.  They sparked people’s sense of adventure.

New Modes of Transportation

A steamboat makes its way down the Ocklawaha River in 1902.

People hunt alligators in 1880.

The influx of steamboats had a positive impact on the state.  The boats made shipping easier for farmers.  They could ship to more customers than ever before.  This meant more money for the citrus industry.  And, most of the boats carried cargo on their lower decks.  This opened up places for people to sit on the upper decks.  People and goods could travel at the same time.

15
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Teacher’s Guide with Lesson Plans and Assessments
➤➤ Includes suggested pacing for each grade level
➤➤ Lessons are aligned to Florida social studies and ELA standards
➤➤ Designed to build content knowledge and literacy skills
➤➤ Assessments measure students’ comprehension and progress Grade 2

Unit
Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources

Unit 4
My Country: Then and 

Now

2.A.1.1—Examine primary and secondary sources.2.C.3.1—Identify the Constitution as the document which establishes the structure, function, powers, and limits of American government.2.C.3.2—Recognize symbols, individuals, events, and documents that represent the United States.
2.C.2.5—Evaluate the contributions of various African Americans, Hispanics, Native Americans, veterans, and women.

Declaring Our Independence
Washington’s Birthday
Remembering Our Heroes: Veteran’s Day
Reader’s Theater: The Liberty Bell: Saving the Sound of Freedom

Unit 5
Rules & Authority and 

Citizenship

2.A.1.1—Examine primary and secondary sources.2.C.1.1—Explain why people form governments.2.C.3.1—Identify the Constitution as the document which establishes the structure, function, powers, and limits of American government.2.C.1.2—Explain the consequences of an absence of rules and laws.2.C.2.3—Explain why United States citizens have guaranteed rights and identify rights.
2.A.2.5—Identify reasons people came to the United States throughout history.
2.C.2.2—Define and apply the characteristics of responsible citizenship.2.C.2.4—Identify ways citizens can make a positive contribution in their community.

You and the U.S. Government
You and the Law
I’ll Lead the Way!

Unit 6
Money and Trade

2.A.1.1—Examine primary and secondary sources.2.E.1.1—Recognize that people make choices because of limited resources.2.E.1.2—Recognize that people supply goods and services based on consumer demands.
2.E.1.3—Recognize that the United States trades with other nations to exchange goods and services.

Money and Trade in Our Nation
Money and Trade in Our World

Exploring Social Studies: Florida EditionCurriculum Map

Grade 4

Unit
Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources

Unit 1

Exploration and Growth 

of Florida

4.A.2.1—Compare Native American tribes in Florida.

4.A.3.8—Explain how the Seminole tribe formed and the purpose for their 

migration.

4.A.3.10—Identify the causes and effects of the Seminole Wars.

Florida’s American Indians through History

The Seminoles of Florida: Culture, Customs, and Conflict

Comparing Cultures Lesson

The Seminole Wars Lesson

4.A.3.1—Identify explorers who came to Florida and the motivations for 

their expeditions.

4.A.3.2—Describe causes and effects of European colonization on the 

Native American tribes of Florida.

Finding Florida: Exploration and Its Legacy Florida’s Founder Lesson

4.A.3.3—Identify the significance of St. Augustine as the oldest permanent 

European settlement in the United States.

4.A.3.4—Explain the purpose of and daily life on missions (San Luis de 

Talimali in present-day Tallahassee).

4.A.3.5—Identify the significance of Fort Mose as the first free African 

community in the United States.

4.A.3.6—Identify the effects of Spanish rule in Florida.

4.A.3.7—Identify nations (Spain, France, England) that controlled Florida 

before it became a United States territory.

4.A.3.9—Explain how Florida (Adams-Onís Treaty) became a U.S. territory.

Controlling Florida: Colonization to Statehood Attack on St. Augustine Lesson

4.A.4.1—Explain the effects of technological advances on Florida.

4.A.4.2—Describe pioneer life in Florida.

Growth of Florida: Pioneers and Technological Advances Railroads Bring Changes Lesson

Pioneer Life Lesson

Exploring Social Studies: Florida Edition

Curriculum Map

Curriculum Map

Research-Based Lesson Plans

Select Titles 
Available in 

Spanish
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Teacher Created Materials presents a rich variety of social studies resources  

that align to the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards! Build literacy and 

social studies content knowledge with grade-level kits designed to keep students 

engaged as they learn about important government, civics, geography, American 

history, and economics topics� Instruction is flexible to meet your curriculum 

needs with digital resources and multiple assessments�

Digital Resources

➤➤ Digital books with interactive features
➤➤ Lesson plans, student activities, and oral  
reading records

➤➤ Professional audio recordings of each title

Professional Resources and Development

➤➤ Strategies to support instruction
➤➤ Implementation launch training

Primary Sources

➤➤ Authentic maps, letters, photos, and more (8–16 photo cards and primary sources per grade level)

Aaron Burr (D-R)

Electoral 73

John Adams (F) (I)

Electoral 65

Charles C. Pinckney (F)

Electoral 64

1800
(D-R) = Democratic-Republican

(F) = Federalist

(I) = Incumbent

Popular vote unknown

Split electoral vote
Thomas Jefferson (D-R)

Electoral 73

✓

John C. Breckinridge (D)

Electoral 72

Popular 847,953

John Bell (C)

Electoral 39

Popular 592,906

Stephen A. Douglas (D)

Electoral 12

Popular 1,382,713

1860
(R) = Republican

(D) = Democratic

(C) = Constitutional Union

Abraham Lincoln (R)

Electoral 180

Popular 1,866,452

✓

Split electoral vote

Hubert H. Humphrey (D)

Electoral 191

Popular 30,898,055

George C. Wallace (AI)

Electoral 46

Popular 9,906,473

1968

(R) = Republican

(D) = Democratic

(AI) = American Independent

Richard M. Nixon (R)

Electoral 301

Popular 31,710,470

✓

John F. Kerry (D)

Electoral 251

Popular 59,027,478

2004
(R) = Republican

(D) = Democratic

George W. Bush (R)

Electoral 286

Popular 62,039,073

✓

i2245

25770

25768



Leveled Readers

Professional Resource

Digital ResourcesPrimary Sources

Teacher’s Guide
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GRADE K
Capture the interest of young learners with colorful readers, 
engaging lessons, and primary sources that introduce 
history, civics, economics, and geography topics and themes.

© Shell Education #51478—Analyzing and Writing with Primary Sources 63© Shell Education #51478—Analyzing and Writing with Primary Sources 63

 
Official Documents

Family Rules Poster

Grade K

Unit

Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources

Unit 6

Geography

K.A.1.2—Develop an awareness of a primary source.

K.G.1.2—Explain that maps and globes help to locate different places and that globes are 

a model of the Earth.

K.G.3.1—Identify basic landforms.

K.G.3.1—Identify basic bodies of water.

K.G.3.3—Describe and give examples of seasonal weather changes, and illustrate how 

weather affects people and the environment.

Map It!

On Land

On Water

What Is the Weather?

Unit 7

Money

K.A.1.2—Develop an awareness of a primary source.

K.E.1.3—Recognize that people work to earn money to buy things they need or want.

K.E.1.4—Identify the difference between basic needs and wants.

K.E.1.2—Recognize that United States currency comes in different forms.

All About Money

Using Money

Unit 8

Jobs

K.E.1.1—Describe different kinds of jobs that people do the tools or equipment used. Workers at My School

Workers in My City

Workers Who Take Care of Me

Exploring Social Studies: Florida Edition

Curriculum Map

32

These are my friends.

i3115

i3
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3

Family History

This is a portrait of children from 1922.
This is a snapshot of a child today.  

Spanish 
Titles 

Available

© Teacher Created Materials #18354—Content and Literacy in Social Studies Kindergarten 137

Name: ______________________________  Date: __________

My Friends
Directions: What do you like to do with your friends?  
Draw a picture.  Write about your picture on the 
lines  below.

#23385—My Family Then and Now 36 © Teacher Created Materials

Using Primary Sources Family History Lesson

Family Record
Facsimile Background Information for the Teacher
The facsimile is a page from an old family Bible.  This Bible is about 150 years old.  
The original owner of the Bible began recording dates in it before the American Civil 
War.  Her name was Elizabeth Jane Coots, and she was born en route to Texas in 1836.  
This was the year Texas won its independence from Mexico.  Elizabeth grew up and 
married a man named James Frances Shearer in 1854.  James went off to fight in the 
Civil War and died in 1862 of pneumonia at Camp Nelson in Kentucky.  He was 32 
years old.  Elizabeth remarried a man named James Hill three years later.  All these 
dates and many more are recorded on these pages of her family Bible.  It has been 
passed down through the Hill family for five generations.
Many years ago, families wrote names and important dates in family Bibles.  These 
documents were sometimes the only records of births and deaths.  Early family records 
were handwritten and sometimes difficult to read.  Their inscriptions revealed the 
handwriting and grammar of the people who wrote in them.  For example, the writer 
uses the word borned instead of born.  

Dates in the primary sources like this help families learn more about their ancestors.  
The pages of old family records are often yellowed and worn with age.  Some pages 
are even torn but remain as family treasures and remnants of family history.  Many old 
family Bibles like this one contain pages that were designated for family history.  These 
pages were ornately decorated.

Today, most governments record every birth and death.  Official documents are 
generated for each event and become part of one’s identity.  These official documents 
are necessary for one’s journey through life and one’s death.  Family records are 
reminders of where we came from and how families are related.
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A family record certificate from the early 1900s

Grade K

Unit

Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources

Unit 1
My Family: Then and Now

K.A.1.2—Develop an awareness of a primary source.
K.A.2.1— Compare children and families of today with those in the past.

Life at Home

My Family: Then and Now (all lessons)

Unit 2
My Country: Then and Now

K.A.1.2—Develop an awareness of a primary source.
K.A.2.5—Recognize the importance of U.S. Symbols.
K.A.2.2—Recognize the importance of celebrations and national holidays as a way of 

remembering and honoring people, events, and our nation’s ethnic heritage.

K.C.2.2—Demonstrate that conflicts among friends can be resolved in ways that are 

consistent with being a good citizen.

Meet Lady Liberty
Giving Thanks

Unit 3
American Biographies

K.A.1.2—Develop an awareness of a primary source.
K.A.2.4—Listen to and retell stories about people, events, and our nation’s ethnic 

heritage
Amazing Americans: George WashingtonAmazing Americans: Pocahontas

Unit 4
Rules and Authority

K.A.1.2—Develop an awareness of a primary source.
K.C.1.1—Define and give examples of rules and laws, and why they are important.

K.C.1.2—Explain the purpose and necessity of rules and laws at home, school, and 

community.
Rules at School
Rules at Home

Unit 5
Citizenship K.A.1.2—Develop an awareness of a primary source.

K.C.2.1—Demonstrate the characteristics of being a good citizen
K.C.2.2—Demonstrate that conflicts among friends can be resolved in ways that are 

consistent with being a good citizen.

I Am a Good Citizen
I Am a Good Friend

Exploring Social Studies: Florida Edition
Curriculum Map

© Teacher Created Materials 
#18354—Content and Literacy in Social Studies Kindergarten 129

134 #18354—Content and Literacy in Social Studies Kindergarten © Teacher Created Materials

Name: ______________________________  Date: __________

A Good Friend
Directions: Circle the words that have to do with being 
a good friend.  

care mean

hurt listen

help share

© Teacher Created Materials 

#18354—Content and Literacy in Social Studies Kindergarten 135

Name: ______________________________  Date: __________

You Are My Friend!

Directions: Think of one of your friends.  Why are you 

friends?  Complete the sentences below.  Then draw 

yourself with your friend.

My friend’s name is 

We are friends because 

136 #18354—Content and Literacy in Social Studies Kindergarten © Teacher Created Materials

Name: ______________________________  Date: __________

It Is in the Details
Directions: Read the words in the box.  Use the words 
in the box to write the correct answer on the lines.

Word Bank
friends       like       listen       share

 1. Good  help each other.

 2. Good friends  each other.

 3. Good friends  their toys.

 4. Good friends talk and .

© Teacher Created Materials 

#18354—Content and Literacy in Social Studies Kindergarten 137

Name: ______________________________  Date: __________

My Friends

Directions: What do you like to do with your friends?  

Draw a picture.  Write about your picture on the 

lines  below.

138 #18354—Content and Literacy in Social Studies Kindergarten © Teacher Created Materials

Name: ______________________________  Date: __________

I Am a Good Friend Quiz
Directions: Listen as the teacher reads each question 
and two answer choices.  Fill in either the A or the B 
for the right answer.

 1 When you hear 
someone and pay 
attention to what they 
are saying, you are

 A speaking.
 B listening.

 2 Good friends 
 A help each other.
 B hurt each other.

 3 Draw a picture showing what you would do with 
a friend.

Sharon Coan
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

 ‣ identify details in the book that support the main idea.

 ‣ answer questions about one of their friends.

 ‣ identify the characteristics of good friends.

Unit 5 Citizenship

Standards
 ‣ CCSS Reading: Identify the reasons an 

author gives to support points in a text.

 ‣ CCSS Writing: Recall information from 

experience or gather information from 

provided sources to answer a question.

 ‣ Content: Understands how certain 

character traits enhance citizens’ 

ability to fulfill personal and civic 

responsibilities.

 ‣ Language: Communicate information, 

ideas, and concepts necessary for 

academic success in the content area of 

Social Studies.

Materials  

 ◆ I Am a Good Friend books

 ◆ copies of student reproducibles 

(pages 134–138)

 ◆ Friends primary source (friends.jpg)

 ◆ pictures of children having fun with 

their friends

 ◆ chart paper

 ◆ large chart with each student’s name 

listed in a column

 ◆ sticky notes (optional)

 ◆ coloring supplies

Timeline for the Lesson

Task Summary of Student Learning Activities

Day 1 Before Reading (page 130) Analyze images in the book to predict details about the 

main idea.

Day 2 During Reading (page 131) Identify details that support the main idea and answer 

questions about one of their friends.

Day 3 After Reading (page 132) Use details from the book to answer questions.

Day 4 Primary Source Activity 

(page 133)

Draw and write about what they like to do with their 

friends.

Day 5 Activities from the Book 

(pages 18 and 22 in the books)
Make a card for a friend and talk about why they are 

friends.

I Am a Good Friend



Leveled Readers and Reader’s Theater

Professional Resource

Digital ResourcesPrimary Sources

Teacher’s Guide
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#51478—Analyzing and Writing with Primary Sources 
© Shell Education
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Posters, Signs, and Advertisements 

Teacher Background Information 

Own Your Own Home Poster 

 • This Sears, Roebuck and Co. catalog advertisement 

is from around 1920. At this time, new 

communities were starting in areas that had 

not been populated before. An efficient way 

to buy materials for a new home was to order 

the materials from a catalog and assemble the 

house on site. It was possible to look at a catalog, 

choose a floor plan, and place an order to buy 

directions and materials to build a house. The 

modern mail-order homes of the 1920s and 1930s 

were certainly different from the traditional, 

individually built homes of the 19th century and 

made owning homes affordable and available to 

many people. 

Reading Closely 

 1. Distribute copies of the Own Your Own Home 

Poster to students. 

 2. Place students with partners and have them look 

at the pictures on the poster and talk about what 

they see. 

 3. Read the poster aloud to the class and encourage 

students to make notes in the margins about 

what they see on the poster, circling the most 

interesting thing on the poster and underlining 

something that stands out. 

 4. Have students talk to partners about their notes. 

Homes Then and Now

Overview 

Students closely read a poster and 

answer questions about the text, 

supporting their answers with 

references to the texts. Then students 

write narratives about buying the 

house shown on the poster, being sure 

to make references to the information 

shown on the poster. 

Standards 

 • With prompting and support, ask 

and answer questions about key 

details in a text.

 • Use a combination of drawing, 

dictating, and writing to narrate 

a single event or several loosely 

linked events to tell about the 

events in the order in which they 

occurred, and provide a reaction 

to what happened.

 • Know the cultural similarities and 

differences in homes between 

families now and in the past.

Materials 

 • Own Your Own Home Poster 

(page 137)

 • Homes Today (pages 138–139)

 • Comparing Homes (page 140)

 • Homes Questions (page 141)

 • Narrative Writing Rubric 1 (page 299)

Grades 

K–2

GRADE 1
Encourage students to explore social studies topics such as 
American history, leadership, money, and the country and 
community in which they live.

Grade 1

Unit
Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources

Unit 5

Citizenship

1.A.1.1—Develop an understanding of a primary source.

1.C.2.3—Identify ways students can participate in the betterment of their 

school and community.

1.C.2.4—Show respect and kindness to people and animals.

1.C.3.1—Explain how decisions can be made or how conflicts might be 

resolved in fair and just ways.

Be Fair!

Be a Good Leader!

Unit 6

Geography

1.A.1.1—Develop an understanding of a primary source.

1.G.1.2—Identify key elements (compass rose, title, key/legend with 

symbols) of maps and globes.

1.G.1.3—Construct a basic map using key elements including cardinal 

directions and map symbols.

Getting Around Town

Getting Around School

Unit 7

Money and Goods and 

Services

1.A.1.1—Develop an understanding of a primary source.

1.E.1.1—Recognize that money is a method of exchanging goods and 

services.

1.E.1.3—Distinguish people as buyers, sellers, and producers of goods and 

services.

1.E.1.2—Define opportunity costs as giving up one thing for another.

1.E.1.5—Recognize the importance of saving money for future purchases.

Goods and Services Around Town

Saving and Spending

Exploring Social Studies: Florida Edition

Curriculum Map

Grade 1

Unit
Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources

Unit 1
My Community: Then and Now

1.A.1.1—Develop an understanding of a primary source.1.A.2.2—Compare life now with life in the past.1.A.2.1—Understand history tells the story of people and events of other 
times and places.

What Makes a Town?
Families Through Time My Community: Then and Now (all lessons)Unit 2

My Country: Then and Now

1.A.1.1—Develop an understanding of a primary source.1.A.2.3—Identify celebrations and national holidays as a way of 
remembering and honoring the heroism and achievements of the people, 
events, and our nation’s heritage.1.C.3.2—Recognize symbols and individuals that represent American 
constitutional democracy.

Happy Fourth of July!
I Pledge Allegiance to the Flag
The Pledge of Allegiance: Poem of PatriotismThe Star-Spangled Banner: Song and Flag of Independence

My Country: Then and Now
• American Symbols Lesson
• National Holidays Lesson
• United States Flag Lesson
• Patriotic Songs Lesson

Unit 3
American Biographies

1.A.1.1—Develop an understanding of a primary source.1.A.2.4—Identify people from the past who have shown character ideals 
and principles including honesty, courage, and responsibility.1.C.3.2—Recognize symbols and individuals that represent American 
constitutional democracy.

Amazing Americans: Abraham LincolnAmazing Americans: Susan B. Anthony
My Country: Then and Now
• American Presidents Lesson
• American Leaders Lesson

Unit 4
Rules, Power, and 
Authority

1.A.1.1—Develop an understanding of a primary source.1.C.1.2—Give examples of people who have the power and authority to 
make and enforce rules and laws in the school and community.1.C.1.1—Explain the purpose of rules and laws in the school and 
community.

Who Makes the Rules?
Respect the Rules!

Exploring Social Studies: Florida EditionCurriculum Map

A Place to Live 
Some people live in small towns.  

Some people live in big towns.  Big 
towns are called cities .   People all l ive 
in communities  (kuh‑MYOO‑ni‑teez).  
Communities are places where groups of 
people live and work together. 

This is a house in a small town.

This is a big city.

4 5

46 #17983—Content and Literacy in Social Studies Grade 1 © Teacher Created Materials

Name: ______________________________  Date: ____________

car horse family

friends phone cell phone

Past, Present, or Both?
Directions: Cut out the pictures at the bottom of the page.  Glue them onto the section where they fit best.

Past Both Present

Spanish 
Titles 

Available

Using Primary Sources Libraries Lesson

Libraries Then and Now (cont.)

#8237 My Community Then and Now 34 ©Teacher Created Materials, Inc.

Part C:  Connecting to Primary Sources
Home-School Connection
	 •	 Give	students	copies	of	the	Libraries Home-School Connection Letter (page	39).		Explain	the	assignment	to	the	students	and	answer	any	questions.		Have	students	fill	in	their	parents’	names	and	the	date	at	the	top	of	the	letter.		Then,	they	should	sign	the	bottom.		On	the	

following	day,	ask	students	to	tell	about	their	bedtime	story	sharing.

Content-Area Connections
	 •	 Language Arts Connections—Put	students’	first	and	last	names	on	sentence	strips.		After	writing	time,	use	these	“authors’	names”	to	practice	alphabetical	order.		Have	the	class	write	and	illustrate	a	story	then	register	it	with	the	Library	of	Congress.		To	do	this,	you	will	need	to	fill	out	a	form,	pay	$30,	and	send	a	copy	of	the	story	to:		Library	of	Congress,	Copyright	Office,	101	Independence	Avenue	S.E.,	Washington,	DC,	20559.		Or,	you	could	have	a	publishing	party	in	your	classroom	for	student	work.
	 •	 Math Connections—Look	at	several	library	books.		Have	students	find	the	Dewey	decimal	classification	numbers	and	make	a	list	of	them.		When	they	have	10	numbers,	they	should	put	them	in	numerical	order.		They	can	also	locate	the	copyright	dates	on	books	and	calculate	how	many	years	ago	the	books	were	published.
	 •	 Art Connection—Have	students	design	book	jackets.		Study	several	book	jackets	to	become	familiar	with	what	should	be	included	on	the	front,	the	back,	and	the	spine.		Students	may	also	wish	to	include	inside	flaps	with	a	story	summary,	about	the	author	information,	other	titles	by	the	author,	or	book	reviews.		Students	can	create	book	jackets	for	already	published	books	in	the	classroom	library	or	stories	written	by	students.		Laminating	book	jackets	will	help	them	last	throughout	the	year.

Read Aloud Titles
	 •	 Deedy,	Carmen.		The Library Dragon.
	 •	 Liebman,	Daniel.  I Want to Be a Librarian.
	 •	 Spanyol,	Jessica.	 Carlo and the Really Nice Librarian.
	 •	 Thaler,	Mike.		The Librarian from the Black Lagoon.
	 •	 Williams,	Suzanne.		Library Lil.

Part B:  The Facsimile (cont.)
Using the Primary Source (cont.)
	 4.	 Once	a	team	finishes	making	a	card,	give	them	another	blank	card	and	another	library	book.		With	this	book,	partners	should	trade	tasks	and	make	one	more	card.
	 5.	 Students	will	share	their	books	and	cards	once	the	class	has	finished.		Features	that	they	must	include	are:		the	title,	the	author,	the	publisher,	the	copyright	date,	and	the	library’s	call	number.		Invite	the	school	librarian	to	the	card	presentation	and	offer	the	finished	cards	to	be	used	for	a	display	in	the	school	library.
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What Makes a Town? QuizDirections: Read each question.  Choose the best answer.  Fill in the 

bubble for the answer you have chosen.

 1 What do police officers do?
 A They take care of sick 

people.

 B They put out fires.
 C They make sure 

people follow the laws.
 D They take care of sick 

animals.

 2 Long ago, how did people 
get around town?

 A They drove cars.
 B They walked or rode 

horses.

 C They flew on planes.
 D They used computers.

 3 What are people doing 
when they write letters and 
talk on cell phones?

 A They are 
communicating.

 B They are using 
transportation.

 C They are running.
 D They are in the past.

 4 Read the sentence below.  
Choose the best word to fill 
in the blank. 
People live and work in 
_________.

 A banks

 B post offices

 C communities

 D parks
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A Day at the Park 

 

(sound)

 

(action)

 

(sound)

 

(action)

 
 

(describing word)

At the Park 

Directions: Imagine that you are at the park.  What would you do?  

What sounds would you hear?  Use sound and action words to write 

a poem about playing at the park.  Draw a picture of your poem on 

the back of this page.  

(describing word)
(describing word)
(describing word)
(describing word)
(describing word)
(describing word)
(describing word)
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Name: ______________________________  Date: ____________

car horse family

friends phone cell phone

Past, Present, or Both?Directions: Cut out the pictures at the bottom of the page.  Glue 
them onto the section where they fit best.

Past Both Present
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Do more! Write a sentence about why your town is special. 

A Great Place to Live

Directions: Draw an ad for your town. 

44 #17983—Content and Literacy in Social Studies Grade 1 
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Our TownDirections: Draw your town in the box.  

Do more! Write two or more words that describe your town.

Many places and people make 

a town a community.  There 

are places to go.  There are 

people who help one another.  

A town is a place to call home.

What Makes a Town?

TCM 17969 ■

RL: 1.9

Diana Kenney

a Town?Town?Town?Town?Town?Town?Town?What Makes 
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Learning Objectives
Students will:

 ‣ describe the connection between images in the text by 

identifying whether the image represents the past or present.

 ‣ recall information from personal experiences to create 

advertisements that promote their towns. 

 ‣ complete a Venn diagram to show the changes in community life 

over time.

Standards
‣ CCSS Reading: Describe the connection 

between two individuals, events, ideas, or 

pieces of information in a text.

‣ CCSS Writing: With guidance and support 

from adults, recall information from 

experiences or gather information from 

provided sources to answer a question.

‣ Content: Understand changes in 

community life over time.

‣ Language: Communicate information, 

ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of Social 

Studies.

Materials  
 ◆ What Makes a Town? books

 ◆ copies of student reproducibles 

(pages 44–48)

 ◆ Community Park primary source 

(park.jpg)

 ◆ copies of the Student Letter Template 

(letter.pdf ) (optional)

 ◆ examples of travel advertisements

 ◆ drawing paper, coloring supplies, scissors, 

glue sticks, chart paper, sticky notes (in two 

different colors)

 ◆ butcher paper (optional)

Timeline for the Lesson
Task Summary of Student Learning Activities

Day 1 Before Reading (page 40) Label images in the text as past or present.

Day 2 During Reading (page 41) Identify one difference between towns in the past 

and present and create ads for their towns.  

Day 3 After Reading (page 42) Compare and contrast towns of the past and present.

Day 4 Primary Source Activity (page 43) Use verbs and sound words to write a poem about 

a park.

Day 5 Activities from the Book
(pages 20 and 24 in the books)

Go on a town scavenger hunt with their families.  Draw 

a picture or write a list of games they like to play.

What Makes a Town? 
Unit 1 My Community Then and Now
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GRADE 2
Cover four social studies strands with leveled informational 
texts, standards-based lesson plans, and dynamic primary 
sources to keep students engaged.
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 Personal Documents 

Teacher Background Information 

Grandma Taylor’s German Cookies Recipe 
 • One family tradition common to most families is 

sharing food and family recipes. Most families 
have recipes that have been part of family meals 
and celebrations for generations. Some families 
have recipes that are kept just within the family 
and never shared outside the family. This recipe 
card was written by Linda Maloof. It shares a 
German cookie recipe that has been in her family 
for many years.

Reading Closely 
 1. Distribute copies of Grandma Taylor’s German 

Cookies Recipe to students.

 2. Read the text aloud to the class as students follow 
along. 

 3. Encourage students to share their thoughts 
about what you read. Underline and discuss any 
important information that gives background 
information about who wrote this recipe.

Grandma Taylor’s Cookies

Overview 
Students closely read a recipe card 
and answer questions about the 
text, supporting their answers with 
references to the texts. Then students 
write informative/explanatory texts to 
show what they have learned about 
how to read recipe cards.

Standards 

 • Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. 

 • Write informative/explanatory texts 
in which they name a topic, supply 
some facts about the topic, and 
provide some sense of closure. 

 • Understand family life today and 
how it compares with family life in 
the recent past and family life long 
ago. 

Materials 

 • Grandma Taylor’s German Cookies 
Recipe (page 99)

 • personal recipe cards or recipes 
from cookbooks

 • Comparing Recipes (page 100)

 • Recipe Questions (page 101)

 • Informative/Explanatory Writing 
Rubric 1 (page 302)

 • writing paper

Grades 

K–2

Grade 2

Unit
Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources

Unit 4

My Country: Then and 

Now

2.A.1.1—Examine primary and secondary sources.

2.C.3.1—Identify the Constitution as the document which establishes the 

structure, function, powers, and limits of American government.

2.C.3.2—Recognize symbols, individuals, events, and documents that 

represent the United States.

2.C.2.5—Evaluate the contributions of various African Americans, 

Hispanics, Native Americans, veterans, and women.

Declaring Our Independence

Washington’s Birthday

Remembering Our Heroes: Veteran’s Day

Reader’s Theater: The Liberty Bell: Saving the Sound of 

Freedom

Unit 5

Rules & Authority and 

Citizenship

2.A.1.1—Examine primary and secondary sources.

2.C.1.1—Explain why people form governments.

2.C.3.1—Identify the Constitution as the document which establishes the 

structure, function, powers, and limits of American government.

2.C.1.2—Explain the consequences of an absence of rules and laws.

2.C.2.3—Explain why United States citizens have guaranteed rights and 

identify rights.

2.A.2.5—Identify reasons people came to the United States throughout 

history.

2.C.2.2—Define and apply the characteristics of responsible citizenship.

2.C.2.4—Identify ways citizens can make a positive contribution in their 

community.

You and the U.S. Government

You and the Law

I’ll Lead the Way!

Unit 6

Money and Trade

2.A.1.1—Examine primary and secondary sources.

2.E.1.1—Recognize that people make choices because of limited resources.

2.E.1.2—Recognize that people supply goods and services based on 

consumer demands.

2.E.1.3—Recognize that the United States trades with other nations to 

exchange goods and services.

Money and Trade in Our Nation

Money and Trade in Our World

Exploring Social Studies: Florida Edition

Curriculum Map
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Name:  __________________________________ Date:  _____________

Tough Words
Directions: Find at least three words in the book that are difficult words.  
Then, follow the steps below.

Step 1.  Write the words in the column labeled Word.

Step 2.  As you read, use the strategies you practiced to find the word 
meanings.  Write these in the column labeled Meaning.

Step 3.  Write the strategy you used to find the meanings in the column 
labeled Strategy.

Word Meaning
Strategy

(text, context clues, 
glossary)

 1.  ________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

 2.  ________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

 3.  ________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

Do more! Choose one of the words above and use it in a sentence.  Write your 
sentence on a separate sheet of paper.

Grade 2

Unit
Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources

Unit 1

Early American Indians

2.A.1.1—Examine primary and secondary sources.

2.A.2.1—Recognize that Native Americans were the first inhabitants in 

North America.

2.A.2.2—Compare the cultures of Native American tribes from various 

geographic regions of the United States.

2.A.2.3—Describe the impact of immigrants on the Native Americans.

Early American Indians (all lessons)

Unit 2 

Immigration

2.A.1.1—Examine primary and secondary sources.

2.A.2.5—Identify reasons people came to the United States throughout 

history.

2.A.2.6—Discuss the importance of Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty to 

immigration from 1892-1954.

2.A.2.8—Explain the cultural influences and contributions of immigrants 

today.

2.C.2.1—Explain the consequences of an absence of rules and laws.

2.C.2.5—Evaluate the contributions of various African Americans, 

Hispanics, Native Americans, veterans, and women.

2.C.3.2—Recognize symbols, individuals, events, and documents that 

represent the United States.

Coming to America

Immigration Stories

Reader’s Theater: Coming to America: The Story of the 

Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island

The Peopling of America (all lessons)

Unit 3

American Biographies

2.A.1.1—Examine primary and secondary sources.

2.C.2.5—Evaluate the contributions of various African Americans, 

Hispanics, Native Americans, veterans, and women.

2.C.3.2—Recognize symbols, individuals, events, and documents that 

represent the United States.

Amazing Americans: Abigail Adams

Amazing Americans: Rosa Parks

Cesár Chávez

Jackie Robinson

Martin Luther King Jr.

Exploring Social Studies: Florida Edition

Curriculum Map

Local laws help people who live together in 

communities (kuh‑MYOO‑ni‑teez) get along.  They 

tell neighbors to be quiet late at night.  They tell people 

where they can park their cars.  Different cities can have 

different laws.  

Local Laws
Local laws help people live together.  A local law 

may tell stores to use paper bags instead of plastic bags.  

Or a law may say where a house can be built. 

This woman's local store uses paper 
bags.  It is the law in her city.  

In this city, it is against the law to 
park on this part of the street. 
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Using Primary Sources 

Map of 1650

Geography of the Eastern Tribes (cont.)

Historical Background Information

The early Cherokee Indians farmed and hunted in the Appalachian Mountains in 

what is now North Carolina.  In 1650, they had about 200 large villages.  Each town 

had homes that were partially sunk into the ground.  This helped to maintain the 

temperature inside.  The homes were round, covered with woven branches, and 

coated in mud.  In each town was a large council house.  It held the sacred fire, 

which the people never let die out.  Between 1789 and 1825, the Cherokee made 30 

agreements with the United States government.  With each one, they lost more land 

and were eventually forced to leave the area.  They were sent to live on land west of 

the Mississippi River.

The Mobilian Indians lived in what is now Alabama and Georgia.  They are better 

known as the Choctaw.  They were a peaceful people who lived in a land of plenty.  

Rivers and streams offered fish and turtle eggs.  Forests had berries and nuts as well 

as plants that were natural cures for illnesses.  The long growing season let the people 

develop several new, hardier types of corn.  But, the U.S. government forced the 

Choctaw to move with the Cherokee.  White settlers wanted the land.

The Huron Indians lived on what is now the shores of Lake Huron. Today, they are 

known as the Wyandot (WHY-uhn-dot).  They believed in a supreme female deity 

(god).  Along with some lesser gods, she sustained all life.  They also thought that a 

person’s soul had two sides.  The goal of life was to mesh them into one soul.  The 

Huron grew crops of corn, squash, and beans in the summer.  In the winter, they 

hunted for bison, bear, deer, and rabbits.  They set traps along the many riverbeds 

and lakeshores in their area.  These traps caught fur-bearing animals.  The French 

preferred Huron furs above all others.

Around 1490, five tribes formed the Iroquois Confederacy.  These tribes agreed to 

stand together against attack by other tribes.  Many Algonquian Indian tribes were 

long-standing enemies of the Iroquois.  Many bloody battles were fought between 

them.  Yet, both groups’ ways of life and beliefs were quite similar.  Both relied on a 

combination of farming and hunting for food.

Between 1689 and 1763, Great Britain and France fought four wars on North American 

soil.  Each nation wanted to control America.  The Iroquois fought for the British, who 

eventually won the war.  The Hurons and Algonquians allied themselves with the 

French.  Many warriors died in these wars.  When the British won, they tried to wipe 

out the tribes that had opposed them.  They came close to succeeding.

i3
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Kim’s Story

This was Kim’s family in 1975.
This was Kim and her brother in 2005.  
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Tough Words
Directions: Find at least three words in the book that are difficult words.  
Then, follow the steps below.

Step 1.  Write the words in the column labeled Word.Step 2.  As you read, use the strategies you practiced to find the word meanings.  Write these in the column labeled Meaning.Step 3.  Write the strategy you used to find the meanings in the column 
labeled Strategy.

Word Meaning
Strategy 

(text, context clues, 
glossary)

 1.  ________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

 2.  ________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

 3.  ________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

Do more! Choose one of the words above and use it in a sentence.  Write your  
sentence on a separate sheet of paper.

© Teacher Created Materials 

#18313—Content and Literacy in Social Studies Grade 2 135

Name:  __________________________________ Date:  _____________

You Decide

Directions: In the box below is an idea for a new law.  Do you think it should 

become a law?  Write a paragraph that explains why you agree or disagree with 

the new law.

Law: All students must play on a sports team.

 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
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Word Challenge
Directions: Find a difficult word in the book.  Write it on the line below.  Then 
trade papers with a partner.  Use the strategies you learned to find the word’s 
meaning.  Then use it in a sentence.

Partner’s name: 

_______________________________________________________________Word: 

_______________________________________________________________Meaning: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Strategy:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Sentence: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Design a Sign 

Directions: Create a new sign for your playground at school.  It could 

warn students of danger or tell them how to be safe.  Then answer the 

questions below.

Give your sign a name. ____________________________________________

Where would you put your sign? ____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

138 #18313—Content and Literacy in Social Studies Grade 2 
© Teacher Created Materials

Name:  __________________________________ Date:  _____________

You and the Law QuizDirections: Read each question.  Choose the best answer.  Fill in the bubble for 
the answer you have chosen.

 1 What is a law?

 A a rule made by the 
government

 B a fine for breaking a rule
 C a consequence

 D an amendment to the 
Constitution 

 2 What is an idea for a new law called?

 A a bill

 B a fine

 C an amendment

 D a veto

 3 What are the first 10 
amendments called?

 A the Constitution
 B the Founding Fathers
 C the Declaration of 

Independence

 D the Bill of Rights

 4 What is NOT true about laws?
 A They keep us safe.
 B They start as bills.
 C Good citizens break laws.
 D They are rules.

 5 Who helps make the laws?
 A Congress

 B the president

 C someone with an idea for a bill

 D All of the above.

 6 The United States thinks all people should be ______.
 A free and safe

 B scared and tired
 C angry and sad

 D quiet and shy

Unit 5 Rules and Authority

the LawYou and 

Jennifer Overend Prior

Yo
u a

nd
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Learning Objectives
Students will:

 ‣ use various strategies to determine the meanings of unknown 

words in the text.

 ‣ write an opinion piece about a proposed law.

 ‣ recognize the importance and value of laws in our society.

Standards
 ‣ CCSS Reading: Determine the meaning 

of words and phrases in a text relevant to 

a grade 2 topic or subject area.

 ‣ CCSS Writing: Write opinion pieces 

in which they introduce the topic or 

book they are writing about, state an 

opinion, supply reasons that support the 

opinion, use linking words, and provide a 

concluding statement.

 ‣ Content: Understands the sources, 

purposes, and functions of law.

 ‣ Language: Communicate information, 

ideas, and concepts necessary for 

academic success in the content area of 

Social Studies.

Materials  
 ◆ You and the Law books

 ◆ copies of student reproducibles 
(pages 134–138)

 ◆ Stop Sign primary source (stop.jpg)

 ◆ markers, crayons, or colored pencils

 ◆ chart paper

 ◆ paper

Timeline for the Lesson
Task Summary of Student Learning Activities

Day 1 Before Reading (page 130) Students will learn strategies for finding the meanings 

of unknown words.

Day 2 During Reading (page 131) Students will use strategies to find the meanings of 

unknown words and write their opinions about a law.

Day 3 After Reading (page 132) Students will quiz one another with challenging words.

Day 4 Primary Source Activity 
(page 133)

Students will examine a photo of a stop sign and 

design a sign for the school playground.

Day 5 Activities from the Book 
(pages 28 and 32 in the books)

Students will think of a new law and will list laws that 

they must follow.

You and the Law 

Spanish 
Titles 

Available
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Sports fans stand to sing the 
national anthem.

George Washington and his men raise 

the new American flag.

Pledging Allegiance

22784

GRADE 3
Social studies themes come alive with vivid images and text 
covering countries around the world, landmarks, culture, 
government, and more.
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 Oral Histories, Interviews, Audio, and Video Recordings

“America the Beautiful”

Overview 

Students closely listen to an audio 

recording of “America the Beautiful” 

and answer questions about it, 

supporting their answers with 

references to the recording. Then 

students use “America the Beautiful” as 

a guide to write words to a new song 

that expresses their opinion of their 

school. 

Standards 

 • Ask and answer questions about key 

details in a text.

 • Use a combination of drawing, 

dictating, and writing to compose 

informative/explanatory texts in 

which they name what they are 

writing about and supply some 

information about the topic.

 • Understand how symbols, slogans, 

and mottoes represent the state.

Materials 

 • “America the Beautiful” lyrics 

(page 272)

 • Two Songs (page 273)

 • “America the Beautiful” Questions 

(page 274)

 • “America the Beautiful” audio, with 

lyrics (filename: americalyrics.mp3)

 • “America the Beautiful” audio, 

without lyrics (filename: 

americabeautiful.mp3)

 • Informative/Explanatory Rubric 1 

(page 302)

 • chart paper/blank sheets of paper

Grades 

K–2
Teacher Background Information 

“America the Beautiful” 

 • This poem was written by Katharine Lee Bates 

during a trip to Pike’s Peak in Colorado Springs 

in 1893 and published in 1895. The poem 

was first printed in a weekly newspaper, The 

Congregationalist, on July 4, 1895. Bates’s patriotic 

words were soon set to composer S. A. Ward’s 

“Materna,” the tune to which we sing it today. 

Reading Closely 

Preparation Note: Write the words to the song, 

“America the Beautiful” on large chart paper or on the 

board. 

 1. Have students listen to the song, “America the 

Beautiful.” As students listen to the song, have 

them follow along using the words on the chart 

paper. 

 2. Distribute a blank sheet of paper to each student. 

Replay the song and have students do a quick 

draw while they listen to the words to show the 

overall message of the text.

Grade 3

Unit
Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources and Additional Resources

Unit 3

U.S. Government

3.A.1.1—Analyze primary and secondary sources.

3.A.1.3—Define terms related to the social sciences.

3.C.1.1—Explain the purpose and need for government.

3.C.1.2—Describe how government gains its power from the people.

3.C.1.3—Explain how government was established through a written 

Constitution.

Our Government: The Three Branches

The U.S. Constitution and You

Camping Constitution

Primary Sources: Citizenship and Government

• Staying Safe Lesson

• Balancing Power Lesson

• Founding America Lesson

Unit 4

Citizenship

3.A.1.1—Analyze primary and secondary sources.

3.A.1.3—Define terms related to the social sciences.

3.C.2.1—Identify group and individual actions of citizens that demonstrate 

civility, cooperation, volunteerism, and other civic virtues.

Doing Your Part: Serving Your Community

We the People: Civic Values in America

Primary Sources: Citizenship and Government

• Being a Good Citizen Lesson

• Leading America Lesson

Unit 5

The World in Spatial 

Terms

3.A.1.1—Analyze primary and secondary sources.

3.A.1.3—Define terms related to the social sciences.

3.G.1.1—Use thematic maps, tables, charts, graphs, and photos to analyze 

geographic information.

3.G.1.2—Review basic map elements (coordinate grid, cardinal and intermediate 

directions, title, compass rose, scale, key/legend with symbols).

3.G.1.3—Label the continents and oceans on a world map.

3.G.1.6—Use maps to identify different types of scale to measure distances 

between two places.

Mapping Our World
Lessons from Hands-on History: Geography Activities

Unit 6

Resources

3.A.1.1—Analyze primary and secondary sources.

3.A.1.3—Define terms related to the social sciences.

3.E.1.1—Give examples of how scarcity results in trade.

3.E.1.3—Recognize that buyers and sellers interact to exchange goods and 

services through the use of trade or money.

3.G.3.2—Describe the natural resources in the United States, Canada, Mexico, 

and the Caribbean.

Capital Resources and The Economy

Our Natural Resources

Lessons from Hands-on History: Geography Activities

Exploring Social Studies: Florida Edition

Curriculum Map

© Teacher Created Materials #18376—Content and Literacy in Social Studies Grade 3 195

Name:  __________________________________ Date:  _____________

Vocabulary Riddles 
Directions: Read the vocabulary riddles below.  Use the words in the box to 
answer each riddle.  You will use each word once.

agriculture precious electricity fuel

irrigation capital resources renewable

 1. I am the hammer and nails, but not the wood.  What am I?

  ________________________________

 2. I am the way crops get water when they are not near the river.  What am I?

  ________________________________

 3. I am in wires to light your classroom and home.  What am I?

  ________________________________

 4. I am special and valuable, not ordinary and regular.  What am I?

  ________________________________

 5. I am made of oil and can help your car go from here to there.  What am I?

  ________________________________

 6. I am the crops growing in the ground and the cows grazing on grass.  
What am I?

  ________________________________

 7. I am here today, but I will be back tomorrow and every day after that.
What am I?

  ________________________________

Do more!  Create more riddles using words from the book that are not on 
this sheet.  

Glacier (GLEY-sher) Bay is in Alaska.  It has mountains 
and beaches.  It also has lots of glaciers.  Its glaciers are a 
natural landmark.  A glacier is a very large area of ice that 
moves slowly down a slope or valley.

At Glacier Bay, you can take a boat to see the glaciers.  
Sometimes, large blocks of ice will break.  They crash into the 
water of the bay.  It is an amazing sight to see!  But you have to 
stay at least two miles away from the glaciers.  This is to keep 
you safe from the falling ice.

Whale Watching
You can also see whales 
in Glacier Bay.  Humpback 
whales travel from Hawaii to 
Alaska.  They like to eat there 
during the summer.

A tip of a glacier breaks off 
and falls into the water.

8 9
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 Document-Based Assessments

Name  _________________________________________ Date  _____________

I Pledge Allegiance
Directions:  Look at the pictures.  Read the sentences.  
Then, answer the questions.

 1. When do you think these photos were taken?  What 
makes you think that?

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 2. What are the similarities between the pictures?  What 
does this tell you? 

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

A teacher leads her class 
in saying the Pledge of 
Allegiance long ago.

Kids say the Pledge of 
Allegiance today.
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Unit 8 Resources

Learning Objectives
Students will:

 ‣ find the main idea of a text in a variety of ways.

 ‣ write a narrative about a disappearing natural resource.

 ‣ understand that nature provides resources that we must 

use wisely.

Standards
 ‣ Reading: Determine the main idea, 

recount key details, and explain how 
they support the main idea.

 ‣ Writing: Write narratives using 
effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences.

 ‣ Content: Understand that scarcity of 
productive resources requires choices 
that generate opportunity costs. 

 ‣ Language: Communicate 
information, ideas, and concepts 
necessary for academic success in the 
content area of Social Studies.

Materials  
 ‣ Our Natural Resources books

 ‣ copies of student reproducibles 
(pages 194–198)

 ‣ Plant a Tree primary source (tree.jpg)

 ‣ familiar text

 ‣ paper
 ‣ coloring supplies

Timeline for the Lesson
Task Summary of Student Learning Activities

Day 1 Before Reading (page 190) Determine the main idea of a familiar text.

Day 2 During Reading (page 191) Sketch pictures to show main ideas and write a story 

about disappearing trees.

Day 3 After Reading (page 192) Use a reader’s guide to write the main ideas of the 

sections of the book.

Day 4 Primary Source Activity 
(page 193)

Design a poster for an Arbor Day celebration.

Day 5 Activities from the Book 
(pages 28 and 32 in the books)

Create a plan for community conservation and 
brainstorm ways to conserve during the school day.  

Our Natural Resources 

Learning Objectives
Students will:

 ‣ 
 ‣ 
 ‣ 

Our Natural Resources

© Teacher Created Materials 
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Name:  __________________________________ Date:  _____________

Vocabulary Riddles 

Directions: Read the vocabulary riddles below.  Use the words in the box to 

answer each riddle.  You will use each word once.

agriculture
precious

electricity
fuel

irrigation
capital resources

renewable

 1. I am the hammer and nails, but not the wood.  What am I?

  ________________________________

 2. I am the way crops get water when they are not near the river.  What am I?

  ________________________________

 3. I am in wires to light your classroom and home.  What am I?

  ________________________________

 4. I am special and valuable, not ordinary and regular.  What am I?

  ________________________________

 5. I am made of oil and can help your car go from here to there.  What am I?

  ________________________________

 6. I am the crops growing in the ground and the cows grazing on grass.   

What am I?

  ________________________________

 7. I am here today, but I will be back tomorrow and every day after that. 

What am I?

  ________________________________

Do more!  Create more riddles using words from the book that are not on 

this sheet.  

194 #18376—Content and Literacy in Social Studies Grade 3 
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Name:  __________________________________ Date:  _____________

Story Starter
Directions: Read the story starter below about a disappearing natural resource.  
Then, finish the story using your imagination and information from your book.

When I woke up this morning, I saw that the tree outside my window was 
gone.  The reporter on the news said that there were trees missing all over 
town.  I knew this was a problem, so I . . . 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Name:  __________________________________ Date:  _____________

Reader’s Guide Directions: Write the main idea of each section of the book in the chart below.What Are Natural Resources?

1. ____________________________________________________Essential Resources

2. Water ___________________________________________________3. Land ___________________________________________________4. Trees ___________________________________________________Hidden Treasures

5. Oil _____________________________________________________6. Coal ____________________________________________________7. Natural Gas ______________________________________________8. Silver and Gold ___________________________________________Renewable and Nonrenewable

9. ____________________________________________________
10. ____________________________________________________Saving Our Resources

11. ____________________________________________________
© Teacher Created Materials 
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Name:  __________________________________ Date:  _____________

Celebrate Arbor Day 

Directions: Make a poster to advertise Arbor Day.  Answer the questions 

below.  Then, draw and color a picture about Arbor Day.

 1. When is Arbor Day?  __________________________________________

 2. What is it?  __________________________________________________

 3. Why should you help?  _________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________
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Name:  __________________________________ Date:  _____________

Our Natural Resources QuizDirections: Read each question.  Choose the best answer.  Fill in the bubble for 
the answer you have chosen.

 1 Which of these objects uses a renewable resource to make electricity?
 A windmill
 B dam
 C solar panels
 D all of the above

 4 Where do people find oil?
 A deep in the ground
 B in caves
 C high in the mountains
 D in rivers

 2 Why do computers use gold?
 A It is very strong 

and durable.
 B It is beautiful.
 C It is a good conductor 

of electricity.
 D It is very rare and precious. 

 5 Which of these is a 
nonrenewable resource?

 A wind
 B water
 C trees
 D coal

 3 Which detail supports the main idea that natural resources are found in nature?
 A We use oil to make fuel. B Oil can be found in 

the ground.
 C Forests are disappearing. D Renewable resources will not run out.

 6 Bringing water to crops from far away is called _____.
 A agriculture
 B irrigation
 C essential resources
 D renewable energy

Grade 3

Unit
Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources and Additional Resources

Unit 1
American Culture and Geography

3.A.1.1—Analyze primary and secondary sources.3.A.1.3—Define terms related to the social sciences.3.G.1.1—Use thematic maps, tables, charts, graphs, and photos to analyze 
geographic information.

3.G.1.2—Review basic map elements (coordinate grid, cardinal and intermediate 
directions, title, compass rose, scale, key/legend with symbols).3.G.1.6—Use maps to identify different types of scale to measure distances 
between two places.

3.G.2.5—Identify natural and man-made landmarks in the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean.3.G.4.2—Identify the cultures that have settled the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, and the Caribbean.

3.G.4.4—Identify contributions from various ethnic groups to the United States.

American Culture
Mapping Our Nation
America’s Natural Landmarks
America’s Man-Made LandmarksReader’s Theater: Postcards From Bosley Bear

Lessons from Hands-on History: Geography Activities

Unit 2
Canada, Mexico, and The Caribbean

3.A.1.1—Analyze primary and secondary sources.3.G.1.1—Use thematic maps, tables, charts, graphs, and photos to analyze 
geographic information.

3.G.2.4—Describe the physical features of the United States, Canada, Mexico, 
and the Caribbean.

3.G.2.5—Identify natural and man-made landmarks in the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean.3.G.3.1—Describe the climate and vegetation in the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, and the Caribbean.

Next Stop: Canada
Next Stop: Mexico
Next Stop: The Caribbean

Lessons from Hands-on History: Geography Activities

Exploring Social Studies: Florida EditionCurriculum Map

Spanish 
Titles 

Available



Leveled Readers

Professional Resource

Digital ResourcesPrimary Sources

Teacher’s Guide
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Source: State Archives of Florida

25768

25770

GRADE 4
Delve into Florida’s rich history and geography with leveled 
readers, hands-on primary sources such as maps and 
letters, and a variety of digital resources.
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 Artifacts

Totem Poles

Overview 
Students closely examine an artifact 
and answer questions about it, 
supporting their answers with 
references to the artifact. Then 
students write dialogues from the 
perspective of the creatures on the 
artifact.

Standards 

 • With prompting and support, ask 
and answer questions about key 
details in a text.

 • Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to narrate 
a single event or several loosely 
linked events, tell about the 
events in the order in which they 
occurred, and provide a reaction 
to what happened.

 • Understand the daily life and values 
of Native American cultures.

Materials 

 • Totem Poles (page 240)

 • Home Statues (page 241)

 • Comparing Totem Poles and Statues 
(page 242)

 • Totem Pole Questions (page 243)

 • Narrative Writing Rubric 1 (page 299)

Grades 

K–2

Teacher Background Information 

Totem Poles 
 • The American Indian tribes of the Northwest were 

famous for making totem poles. The poles told 
family histories and showed social importance 
in the tribes. Poles had birds, animals, or spirits 
carved on them. It was actually good to be the 
“low man on the totem pole.” This meant that 
your job was to carve the lowest part of the 
pole. Often, the best artist was chosen to carve 
the bottom of the pole because it is the most 
visible part. 

Reading Closely 
 1. Distribute copies of Totem Poles to students. 

 2. Tell students to look closely at the totem pole. 
Instruct them to think about what they see and 
what materials they think the totem pole was 
made out of, as well as any questions they have 
about it. 
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Students will: 
 • explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, 

or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific 

information in the text .  (LAFS .4 .RI .1 .3)

 • write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas 

and information clearly .  (LAFS .4 .W .1 .2)

 • examine the Seminole tribe, including how it was formed, the purpose 

of the tribe’s migration, the causes and effects of the Seminole Wars, and 

daily pioneer life .  (SS .4 .A .3 .8, SS .4 .A .3 .10)

Learning Objectives

Task
During Reading (page 57)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Compare and contrast two points 
of view .

Task
Before Reading (page 56)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Consider varying points of view 
about the same topic . 

Task
Primary Source Activity  
(page 55)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Examine and reflect upon 
Alligator’s account of Dade’s 
Battle .

Task
Primary Source Activity Revisit, 
Activities from the Book, and 
Assessments (page 59)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Revisit the Primary Source Activity, 
create an acrostic poem about the 
Seminoles, and take the assessments .

Task
After Reading (page 58)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Create an infographic to explain 
each Seminole War .

Lesson Timeline

Materials 
 • The Seminoles of Florida: Culture, Customs, and 

Conflict books

 • copies of student reproducibles (pages 60–65)

 • Dade’s Battle primary source (dade .jpg)

25550—Primary Source Readers: Florida © Teacher Created Materials
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Grade 4

Unit
Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources

Unit 2

Civil War and 
Reconstruction in 

Florida

4.A.5.1—Describe Florida’s involvement (secession, blockades of ports, the 

battles of Ft. Pickens, Olustee, Ft. Brooke, Natural Bridge, food supply) in 

the Civil War.

Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida The Civil War Comes to Florida Lesson

4.A.5.2—Summarize challenges Floridians faced during Reconstruction.

4.A.6.3—Describe the contributions of significant individuals to Florida.

Jonathan Clarkson Gibbs: Reconstruction Revolutionary After the Civil War Lesson

Unit 3

Emergence of Modern 

Florida

4.A.6.4—Describe effects of the Spanish-American

War on Florida.

The Spanish-American War
The Spanish-American War Lesson

4.A.7.1—Describe the causes and effects of the 1920s

Florida land boom and bust.

4.A.7.2—Summarize challenges Floridians faced during the Great 

Depression.

4.A.7.3—Identify Florida’s role in World War II.

Florida in the Early 20th Century: Boom and Bust Through the Eyes of Hurston Lesson

World War II Lesson

4.A.6.3—Describe the contributions of significant individuals to Florida.

4.A.7.2—Summarize challenges Floridians faced during the Great 

Depression.

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings: Writing in Rural Florida

4.A.6.3—Describe the contributions of significant individuals to Florida.

4.A.8.1—Identify Florida’s role in the civil rights movement.

Florida’s Fight for Equality

Mary McLeod Bethune: Education and Equality

Civil Rights Movement Lesson

Exploring Social Studies: Florida Edition

Curriculum Map

The Second Seminole War proved to be the longest of the three wars.  
It was also the most costly.  Osceola led the Seminole warriors in defense 
of their land.  They were skilled fighters.  They were able to hide in the 
depths of the swamps and forests.  The U.S. Army was not used to this 
guerrilla warfare.

In 1836, General Thomas Jesup took command.  
He planned carefully.  He built new forts.  In 1837, 
Seminole leaders signed a cease-fire with Jesup.  
They said they would move west.  Jesup was 
sure he had won.  Instead, the Seminoles 
used the cease-fire time to get more supplies 
and firearms.

That same year, Osceola and 
another leader named Coacoochee, or 
Wild Cat, met with U.S. troops.  They 
went to discuss peace.  But they had 
been tricked.  Despite the truce, Jesup 
ordered Osceola to be captured.  The 
rules of war had been broken.  Osceola’s 
fame grew.

The soldiers took Osceola  
and Wild Cat to Fort Marion.   
There, Wild Cat refused to eat.   
Soon, he lost enough weight.  He  
squeezed through the bars and  
escaped.  But, Osceola was sick.  
He stayed in prison as Wild Cat led the 
Seminoles.  A year later, soldiers moved 
him to another fort.  He died in 1838 
while in prison there.

A Second War Is Waged  

The United States spent 

over $30 million fighting the 

Seminoles.  At the time, the 

total federal budget was only 

about $25 million.

Over Budget

General Thomas Jesup

A soldier arrests Osceola. 

Wild Cat escapes from jail. 

Florida swamp

1918
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Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________

First Seminole War

Second Seminole War

Third Seminole War

Seminole Wars
Directions: Use this page to plan your infographic about the Seminole Wars.

Began: ____________________ Ended: ____________________
Causes:

Outcomes:

Began: ____________________ Ended: ____________________
Causes:

Outcomes:

Began: ____________________ Ended: ____________________
Causes:

Outcomes:
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Activities Using Primary Sources 

Ruth’s Diary

The Civil War Comes to Florida

Objective

 • Describe Florida’s involvement in the Civil War by comparing a secondhand account of an 

event to a firsthand account of the same event . (SS .4 .A .5 .1)

Materials

copy of the facsimile Ruth’s Diary; copies of the historical background information (page 59); 

copies of the Two Accounts activity sheet (page 60); copies of Ruth’s Diary (page 61); Florida 

map; for optional use, copies of the student glossary (page 92)

Discussion Questions

 • How does Ruth describe the battle?

 • How does Ruth describe the soldiers?

 • Based on this description, why do you think the Confederates won this battle?

Using the Primary Source

Display the facsimile Ruth’s Diary .  Distribute copies of Ruth’s Diary (page 61) to students .  Read 

the text aloud to the class .  Discuss unfamiliar language with students .  Then, ask students the 

discussion questions above .

Find Olustee and Saint Marks on a Florida map .  Explain that these two towns were the locations 

of the two largest battles fought in Florida during the Civil War . 

Distribute copies of the historical background information (page 59) to students .  Have students 

read the text aloud in small groups .  For reference, there is a student glossary (page 92) .  As a 

class, discuss Florida’s involvement in the Civil War .  

Distribute copies of the Two Accounts activity sheet (page 60) to students .  Have them use the 

primary source and the historical background information to complete the activity sheet in their 

small groups .  As a class, compare and contrast the two accounts of the same battle .  Discuss the 

advantages and disadvantages of firsthand and secondhand accounts of history .

Extension Idea

Display a map of the Battle of Natural Bridge .  Have students use the map and both texts to 

determine why the Confederates won this battle .

Grade 4

Unit
Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources

Unit 1

Exploration and Growth 

of Florida

4.A.2.1—Compare Native American tribes in Florida.

4.A.3.8—Explain how the Seminole tribe formed and the purpose for their 

migration.

4.A.3.10—Identify the causes and effects of the Seminole Wars.

Florida’s American Indians through History

The Seminoles of Florida: Culture, Customs, and Conflict

Comparing Cultures Lesson

The Seminole Wars Lesson

4.A.3.1—Identify explorers who came to Florida and the motivations for 

their expeditions.

4.A.3.2—Describe causes and effects of European colonization on the 

Native American tribes of Florida.

Finding Florida: Exploration and Its Legacy Florida’s Founder Lesson

4.A.3.3—Identify the significance of St. Augustine as the oldest permanent 

European settlement in the United States.

4.A.3.4—Explain the purpose of and daily life on missions (San Luis de 

Talimali in present-day Tallahassee).

4.A.3.5—Identify the significance of Fort Mose as the first free African 

community in the United States.

4.A.3.6—Identify the effects of Spanish rule in Florida.

4.A.3.7—Identify nations (Spain, France, England) that controlled Florida 

before it became a United States territory.

4.A.3.9—Explain how Florida (Adams-Onís Treaty) became a U.S. territory.

Controlling Florida: Colonization to Statehood Attack on St. Augustine Lesson

4.A.4.1—Explain the effects of technological advances on Florida.

4.A.4.2—Describe pioneer life in Florida.

Growth of Florida: Pioneers and Technological Advances Railroads Bring Changes Lesson

Pioneer Life Lesson

Exploring Social Studies: Florida Edition

Curriculum Map



Professional Resource

Digital ResourcesPrimary Sources

Teacher’s Guide

Using Primary Sources 

President as World Leader

President Serves as Chief of State (cont.)

Historical Background InformationChief of State and World LeaderPresidential powers and duties are outlined in a few small paragraphs in the 

Constitution.  One of those duties is to receive ambassadors and other public 

ministers.  Two other duties are to appoint ambassadors and to make treaties, 

with Senate approval. That is all the Constitution says about a president’s role in 

relationship to other countries.Yet, today the president of the United States is considered a world leader.  Since 

World War I, America has taken on a larger role in world diplomacy.  That role has 

included hosting peace talks and supporting military actions by the United Nations.  

The role has also included promoting democracy, speaking out on human rights, and 

leading military actions against dangerous dictators.
All presidents since World War I have been actively involved in world affairs.  

President Harry S. Truman established the Marshall Plan and the Truman Doctrine 

which helped stop the spread of communism in Europe.  In an emotional speech, 

President Ronald Reagan challenged the Soviet Union to tear down the Berlin Wall.  

President James Carter promoted and hosted Middle East peace talks.

First President to Visit China!Although President Richard Nixon is remembered for the Watergate scandal and for 

resigning from office, he did have some important successes during his term.  One 

major success was opening the door to China for diplomatic relations.

On February 21, 1972, President Nixon, his wife Pat Nixon, Secretary of State 

William Rogers, and National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger arrived in Beijing, 

China, for a historic visit.  Nixon was the first American president to ever visit China 

and the first president to open up relationships with China since the communists took 

over power in that country.Nixon met with Chinese Chairman Mao Zedong for an exchange of views.  Then, 

Nixon, Kissinger, and some other officials met with the Chinese Premier Zhou 

Enlai.  They spent time talking about the international situation and discussing their 

countries’ future relations.American television cameras and journalists followed along during this visit.  They 

filmed the Nixons at state dinners and during their site-seeing visits.  Americans 

back home eagerly watched all the events.  The Nixons visited the Great Wall, the 

Ming Tombs, and the Imperial Palace in Beijing.  Next, they were accompanied by 

Zhou Enlai when they toured the West Lake region.  During that visit, the president 

enjoyed meeting and greeting citizens.  The trip ended with a visit to Shanghai.

The important result of the visit was a document stating which issues America and 

China agreed on and which ones they disagreed on.  The Shanghai Communiqué 

document was a symbol of improved relations between China and the United States.
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Leveled Readers and Reader’s Theater Scripts

GRADE 5 
Motivate students with engaging informational texts and 
diverse topics such as America’s early years, Native American 
history, settling the West, and 19th-century discoveries.
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© Shell Education

150150

 
Posters, Signs, and Advertisements 

Teacher Background Information 

Dolly Runaway Slave Poster 

 • During the American Revolution, it is estimated 

that more than 100,000 slaves escaped and 

either joined the British side or fled to Canada 

and Florida. Owners worried about their 

slaves escaping. They posted posters and 

advertisements in the papers to alert the public 

to be on the lookout for any runaways and often 

offered rewards for their return. 

Slave Ship Poster 

 • Slaves were kidnapped from their villages in 

Africa and taken aboard slave ships. The living 

conditions aboard these ships were horrendous. 

It was up to the captains to decide how tight 

to pack their ship, and many times slaves were 

piled on top of each other so that more could 

be crammed into the space. There was very little 

ventilation and no sanitation. Captains would 

allow their crews to bring the slaves up on deck 

in the morning during good weather. They were 

fed two meals and given a small amount of water 

to drink. 

Slave Auction Poster 

 • Slave auctions took place when slave ships from 

Africa docked in a town. This poster advertises 

a slave auction that took place on May 18, 1829. 

Three slaves were sold and eleven were hired 

out to the highest bidder. All three of the slaves 

for sale belonged to people in the community. 

Alongside these slaves were advertisements for 

other household goods that were to be sold. 

Runaway Slaves

Overview 

Students closely read a runaway slave 

poster and answer questions about 

the text, supporting their answers with 

references to the texts. Then students 

write narratives from the perspectives 

of the owner or the slave, basing their 

writing on information found in the 

texts. 

Standards 

 • Cite the textual evidence that most 

strongly supports an analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferences drawn from the text.

 • Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events 

using effective technique, relevant 

descriptive details, and well-

structured event sequences.

 • Understand different economic, 

cultural, and social characteristics 

of slavery after 1800.

Materials 

 • Dolly Runaway Slave Poster 

(page 154)

 • Slave Ship Poster (page 155)

 • Slave Auction Poster (page 156)

 • Dolly’s Story (page 157)

 • Slavery Questions (page 158)

 • Narrative Writing Rubric 3 (page 301)

Grades 
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Task
During Reading (page 141)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Determine the main idea and 
supporting details of a section of 
the text .

Task
Before Reading (page 140)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Use the table of contents to 
predict the main ideas in the text .

Task
Primary Source Activity 
(page 139)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Examine and annotate a notice 
about a runaway indentured 
servant .

Students will:
 • determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are 

supported by key details; summarize the text .

  • write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences .

 • examine colonial political, religious, social, and economic institutions 

from multiple perspectives .

Task
Primary Source Activity Revisit, 
Activities from the Book, and 
Assessments (page 143)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Revisit the Primary Source Activity, 
design fliers to convince Europeans 
to move to the colonies, and take the 
assessments .

Task
After Reading (page 142)

Summary of Student  
Learning Activities

Write a poem about a Southern 
colonist .

Learning Objectives

Materials
 • The Southern Colonies: First and 

Last of 13 books

 • copies of student activity sheets 
(pages 144–149)

 • Indentured Servant primary source 
(servant .jpg)

 • Indentured Servant Transcript 
(servtranscript .pdf)

 • drawing paper and coloring 
supplies (optional)
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Grade 5

Unit
Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources

Unit 3

Thirteen Colonies

5.A.1.1—Use primary and secondary sources to understand history.

5.A.4.2—Compare characteristics of New England, Middle, and Southern 

colonies.

5.A.4.3—Identify significant individuals responsible for the development of 

the New England, Middle, and Southern colonies.

5.A.4.6—Describe the introduction, impact, and role of slavery in the 

colonies.

5.E.1.2—Describe a market economy, and give examples of how the 

colonial and early American economy exhibited these characteristics. 

5.E.2.1—Recognize the positive and negative effects of voluntary trade 

among Native Americans, European explorers, and colonists.

The New England Colonies: A Place for Puritans

The Middle Colonies: Breadbasket of the New World

The Southern Colonies: First and Last of 13

Phillis Wheatley

Work or Starve: Captain John Smith and the Jamestown 

Colony

Unit 4

American Revolution

5.A.1.1—Use primary and secondary sources to understand history.

5.A.5.1—Identify and explain significant events leading up to the American 

Revolution.

5.A.5.2 —Identify significant individuals and groups who played a role in 

the American Revolution.

5.A.5.5—Examine and compare major battles and military campaigns of 

the American Revolution.

5.A.5.6—Identify the contributions of foreign alliances and individuals to 

the outcome of the Revolution.

5.A.5.7—Explain the economic, military, and political factors which led to 

the end of the Revolutionary War.

5.A.5.8—Evaluate the personal and political hardships resulting from the 

American Revolution.

Reasons for a Revolution

The American Revolution: Fighting for Freedom

5.A.1.1—Use primary and secondary sources to understand history.

5.A.4.4—Demonstrate an understanding of political, economic, and social 

aspects of daily colonial life in the thirteen colonies.

5.A.5.2—Identify significant individuals and groups who played a role in 

the American Revolution.

5.A.5.4—Examine and explain the changing roles and impact of significant 

women during the American Revolution.

Abigail Adams and the Women Who Shaped America

George Washington and the Men Who Shaped America

Benjamin Banneker: Self-Made Man

Exploring Social Studies: Florida Edition

Curriculum Map

the 13 colonies

During the Age of Exploration, Europeans found new lands.  North and South 
America quickly became known as the New World.  Countries raced to claim 
these lands.  Many people moved to the New World to stake their claim.

English Move In
England and other European countries colonized the east coast of North 

America.  Settlers poured in.  But the land they claimed was already inhabited.  
As many as 10 million American Indians lived there.  Disputes arose as settlers 
took more and more land.  Colonists also fought among themselves.  They had 
to create a new society.  They had to work hard to survive.  

In time, colonists adjusted to life in the New World.  They found new ways 
to live, farm, and trade.  The English colonies had a rough start.  But soon, they 
would thrive.  And they would set up traditions that still affect our lives today.

replicas of the ships 
that brought settlers to 
the New World

Colonists build a fort 
in 1607.
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Supporting Southern Colonies
Directions: Write the main idea for your assigned section of the text.  Write details from your section that support the main idea.

Section heading:  __________________________________________________

Main idea:  _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Supporting detail:  ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Supporting detail:  ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Supporting detail:  ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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Grade 5

Unit
Content Focus

Readers
Primary Sources

Unit 1

Early American Indians

5.A.1.1—Use primary and secondary sources to understand history.

5.A.2.2—Identify Native American tribes from different geographic 

regions of North America (cliff dwellers and Pueblo people of the desert 

Southwest, coastal tribes of the Pacific Northwest, nomadic nations of 

the Great Plains, woodland tribes east of the Mississippi River).

5.A.2.3—Compare cultural aspects of Native American tribes from 

different geographic regions of North America including but not limited 

to clothing, shelter, food, major beliefs and practices, music, art, and 

interactions with the environment.

5.A.3.3—Describe interactions among Native Americans, Africans, English, 

French, Dutch, and Spanish for control of North America. 

5.E.2.1—Recognize the positive and negative effects of voluntary trade 

among Native Americans, European explorers, and colonists. 

American Indians of the West: Battling the Elements

American Indians of the Plains: Surviving the Great Expanse

American Indians of the East: Woodland People

Pocahontas: Her Life and Legend

Unit 2

Age of Discovery

5.A.1.1—Use primary and secondary sources to understand history.

5.A.3.2—Investigate (nationality, sponsoring country, motives, dates and 

routes of travel, accomplishments) the European explorers. 

5.A.4.1—Identify the economic, political and socio-cultural motivation for 

colonial settlement.

5.A.4.3—Identify significant individuals responsible for the development of 

the New England, Middle, and Southern colonies.

5.A.4.6—Describe the introduction, impact, and role of slavery in the 

colonies.

Early Explorers

Racing to Colonize the New World

Exploring Social Studies: Florida Edition

Curriculum Map
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Resource Features
Look inside the high-interest, appropriately leveled 
informational texts and dynamic primary sources.

Primary sources draw students 
in, hold their attention, and help 
them recall what they learned.

Primary sources are available in digital format  
to support flexible instruction.

Diverse illustrations, graphics, and text 
features engage students.

Digital Assessments 
check students’ mastery 
of the standards.

25768

Marjorie Kinnan Rowlings: Writing in Rural Florida

Each reader is available in digital 
format with interactive features.

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings wrote stories, poems, and 
books during the early- to mid-1900s.  Many of her ideas 
came from her own life experiences.  The people she 
met inspired her.  She created characters based on them.  
She developed plots and themes based on their lives in 
rural areas. 

Rawlings chose unique subjects for her writing.  Other 
writers were not writing about these types of 
people.  But, the characters she created 
were realistic.  Readers were drawn to 
her stories.  They liked learning about 
the people who lived in rural parts of 
the state.

Rawlings loved writing from the time 
she was a child.  But, writing was not easy 
for her.  She often struggled.  She might 
work eight hours to finish only three pages!  
She had trouble publishing her work, too.  
At first, many publishers did not like her 
writing.  They did not want to publish it.  
Rawlings considered quitting after several 
difficult years.  But, she persevered and 
kept writing. 

Finally, Rawlings earned respect as 
a writer.  She grew famous.  Her work 
became her legacy.  She created literature 
that would last. 

Florida’s Rural Writer

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 
and her dog

typewriter

54

Readers feature a variety of text 
structures to prompt critical thinking.

Controlling Florida: a Colonization of Statehood

Back in Europe, Spain was battling England.  War was never 
declared, but it was clear that the two countries did not get along.  
In 1585, England sent Sir Francis Drake to the New World to distract 
Spain from events taking place in Europe.  He attacked Spanish ports in 
the Dominican Republic.  Then, he turned his ships toward Florida.  He 
and his 2,000 men raided St. Augustine in 1586.  They destroyed all the 
crops.  They took everything of value.  Then, they burned the town to 
the ground.

After this happened, the Spanish chose to have a single stronghold 
in the new land.  They had set up colonies along the northern coast.  
They left these colonies behind.  They moved down to St. Augustine 
and rebuilt it.

This map shows Drake’s attack on St. Augustine.  It is the earliest 
known map in existence that shows a city in the New World north of Mexico.  Although the cartographer was not there when 

it happened, he worked with people who were when creating 
the map.

Early Maps

Drake’s ship, the Golden Hind

Sir Francis Drake

Drake’s men attack 
St. Augustine. Drake’s men 

attack the fort.

98

Ruth’s Diary

25768

American Indian Artifacts

Source: State Archives of Florida/Smithsonian

Saint Augustine Map

25770

25768
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Professional 
Development
Teacher Created Materials offers professional 
development solutions designed to support 
the effective and immediate implementation 
of your Exploring Social Studies: Florida 
curriculum. Teachers will actively engage with 
the resources and learn how to integrate them 
into current classroom instruction with the best 
practices and most effective strategies.

These sessions will help teachers to:

➤➤ Clarify the benefits and identify the key 
components of Exploring Social Studies: 
Florida

➤➤ Learn how Exploring Social Studies: Florida 
is a tool for engaging, standards-based 
instruction

➤➤ Discover how Exploring Social Studies:  
Florida aligns at each grade level

➤➤ Examine the lesson plans, supporting 
materials, and professional resources

© Shell Education 
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 Oral Histories, Interviews, Audio, and Video Recordings

“America the Beautiful”

Overview 
Students closely listen to an audio recording of “America the Beautiful” and answer questions about it, supporting their answers with references to the recording. Then students use “America the Beautiful” as a guide to write words to a new song that expresses their opinion of their school. 

Standards 
 • Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
 • Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.

 • Understand how symbols, slogans, and mottoes represent the state.

Materials 
 • “America the Beautiful” lyrics (page 272)

 • Two Songs (page 273)
 • “America the Beautiful” Questions (page 274)

 • “America the Beautiful” audio, with lyrics (filename: americalyrics.mp3) • “America the Beautiful” audio, without lyrics (filename: americabeautiful.mp3)
 • Informative/Explanatory Rubric 1 (page 302)

 • chart paper/blank sheets of paper

Grades 

K–2

Teacher Background Information 
“America the Beautiful” 
 • This poem was written by Katharine Lee Bates during a trip to Pike’s Peak in Colorado Springs in 1893 and published in 1895. The poem was first printed in a weekly newspaper, The Congregationalist, on July 4, 1895. Bates’s patriotic words were soon set to composer S. A. Ward’s “Materna,” the tune to which we sing it today. 

Reading Closely 
Preparation Note: Write the words to the song, “America the Beautiful” on large chart paper or on the board. 

 1. Have students listen to the song, “America the Beautiful.” As students listen to the song, have them follow along using the words on the chart paper. 

 2. Distribute a blank sheet of paper to each student. Replay the song and have students do a quick draw while they listen to the words to show the overall message of the text.
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Integrate Florida Language Arts and Social Studies 
standards to meet reading, writing, and social 
studies objectives. 

www.tcmpub.com/florida-resources   |   (800) 858-7339

Cover the Key Strands of Social Studies

Exploring Social Studies: Florida Edition  
is designed to address five pillars of 
instruction  with social studies and ELA 
standards at the center. Teachers can 
address grade-level social studies content 
within a Balanced Literacy framework. 
This allows flexibility for use in multiple 
instructional settings for all learners.


