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Welcome to Teacher Created Materials

For over 45 years, Teacher Created Materials (TCM) has published innovative and imaginative resources for teachers and students, 
bringing exceptional curriculum content to classrooms around the world. Our award-winning resources are sold and licensed in 89 
countries. Everything we publish is created and approved by teachers.

TCM controls all rights to Teacher Created Materials and Shell Education products.

Distribution and rights agreements available:
1. Distribution Agreements
2. Rights to Print
3. Licensing/Adaptation Rights

Contact the sales representative in your area for additional informatio:

China 
Irene Li - irene.li@tcmpub.com

Macau, Taiwan, Hong Kong 
Merry Chang - merry.chang@tcmpub.com

Asia, Middle East 
Shardul Kothari - shardul@gkeducationpartners.com

All other areas 
Sarah Oughton - Sarah.Oughton@tcmpub.com

Free Spirit Publishing 
New and best selling kids books are featured on pages 26–27. 
Please contact DropCap Rights Agency for Free Spirit licensing requests. 
www.dropcap.com
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Fun daily practice workbooks to build skills
quickly 
This fun and engaging series provides daily practice to develop skills and increase 
understanding in various content areas. Each workbook helps students focus on key-grade 
level skills they need to master with 180 daily activities that are easy to use. Teachers then 
diagnose strengths and weaknesses and can adjust delivery based on assessments.

Blast away summer learning loss
These workbooks review the key skills and objectives children just learned and focus on introducing 
new skills they’ll need for the next grade. Students will practice grammar, reading comprehension, 
writing, math facts, word problems, critical thinking, and more with fun and colorful activity pages.

Ages 4–11 · Grades Pre·K–6 · 8.5" x 11" · 180 Activity pages in each workbook

Ages 3–9 · Grades K–5 · 8.5" x 11" · 81 Activity pages in each workbook

© Shell Education #51553—Summer Blast 119© Shell Education #51553—Summer Blast

appendix c

Parent Handbook

Dear Parents or Guardians,

Have you ever wondered why states have learning standards?  Teachers used 

to determine what they would cover based on what content was included in 

their textbooks.  That seems crazy!  Why would educators put publishers in 

charge of determining what they should teach?  Luckily, we’ve moved past 

that time period into one where educational professionals create standards.  

These standards direct teachers on what students should know and be 

able to do at each grade level.  As a parent, it’s your job to make sure you 

understand the standards!  That way, you can help your child be ready for 

school.

The following pages are a quick guide to help you better understand both the 

standards and how they are being taught.  There are also suggestions for 

ways you can help as you work with your child at home.

Here’s to successful kids!

Sincerely,

The Shell Education Staff

© Shell Education #51553—Summer Blast 61© Shell Education #51554—Summer Blast

Week 5

Directions: An analogy shows similarities or differences between things.  Fill in 
the blanks with the correct analogies.

Awesome Analogies

Example

happy : smile :: sad : frown

 1 teacher : student :: parent :  ____________________________

 2 celery : lettuce :: apple :  _______________________________

 3 night : day :: dark :  ____________________________________

 4 cat : kitten :: dog :  ____________________________________

 5 leaf : tree :: petal :  ____________________________________

© Shell Education #51553—Summer Blast 41© Shell Education #51555—Summer Blast

Week 3

Directions: Use the clues below to find out the seating chart for dinner. 

Dinner Table Seating Chart

Clues
George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander 
Hamilton, James Madison, and John Adams met for dinner.  Benjamin 
Franklin chose the seat in the middle and next to the first president of the 
United States.  The second president of the United States sat next to the 
third president of the United States.  Thomas Jefferson sat across from 
George Washington.  James Madison sat next to a person who never 
served as president.  Alexander Hamilton sat across from the person who 
served as president during the War of 1812.

_________________ _________________ _________________

_________________ _________________ _________________

© Shell Education #51553—Summer Blast 55© Shell Education #51550—Summer Blast

Week 5

Directions:  Listen to an adult read the story.  
Then, talk about the questions.

Good Hunters

Tigers are big, wild 
cats.  Most tigers have 
orange, black, and white 
stripes.

Tigers are good 
hunters.  They have 
large claws.  And their 
teeth are sharp.  They 
can hunt in the dark.  
They hunt for monkeys, 
fish, and deer.

 1 What are tigers? 

 2 What color stripes can tigers have?

 3 What do tigers hunt for?

© Shell Education #51553—Summer Blast 91© Shell Education #51551—Summer Blast

Week 8

Directions: Use the code to find the answer to 
the riddle.

Code 

a b i n o r w

What bow can’t be tied?

Draw a picture of the answer.

Riddle Me This

© Shell Education #51553—Summer Blast 21© Shell Education #51552—Summer Blast

Week 1

Directions: Use the Code Bank to uncover the names of 
different biomes.    

Biomes

Code Bank

a b c d e f g h i j k l m

* ? @ # $ % ^ & + = ~ ! >

n o p q r s t u v w x y z

¢ © ÷ ¬ ∆ π ∞ Ω ∑ || ±

 1 

# $ π $ ∆ ∞

 2 

% © ∆ $ π ∞

 3 

© @ $ * ¢

 4 

÷ © ¢ #

 5 

∞ Ω ¢ # ∆ *

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com
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Name: ________________________________  Date: _______________
D AY

1

Unit 6

WEEK 3

ASTROVIEW PLANETARIUM

Schedule

Witness the stars above at 

Tonight’s Sky.

Playing at 10:00 a.m. daily.

Learn about the latest technology at

Space Robots Advance.  

Playing at 3:00 p.m. daily.

Spot footage from another world at 

Aliens...or Not???

Playing at 7:00 p.m. daily.

Prices

Adults … $20

Children  
(age 12 and under) … $6

Students (with valid student 

ID card) … $12

Seniors (age 65 and over) … $8

The 1st Sunday of every month 

is free.

The 3rd Thursday of every 

month is Senior Date Night.  

Dance under the stars from 3:00 

to 7:00 p.m. ($20, must be age 

65 and over.)

© Shell Education 

135045—180 Days of Reading 113

NEW!

180 Days of Reading Pre·K–5  
now has full color pages.
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Let’s Learn Anywhere!
Let’s Learn! and Let’s Learn More! are designed to provide 36 weeks of learning, whether virtual, in-person or a combination 
of both. Pairing familiar subjects with unfamiliar learning environments, this workbook is the perfect resource for any school, 
teacher, or parent unsure of what the school year will bring.

Ages 3–9 · Grades Pre·K–5 · 8.5" x 11" · 176—184 Activity pages in each workbook

  Let’s
Learn!

Term/Semester 1 Workbooks
Provides 18 weeks of instruction activities 
(also available in Spanish)

Name  ____________________________ Date _____________

125544—Let’s Learn! 

©  | Teacher Created Materials

4444

UNIT 

2 Directions: Read the text .  Answer the questions .

The Parade

Mark and Pam love to dress up .  “We should have 

a parade!” says Mark .

Mark and Pam ask Kim and Lee to 

help .  They bring their dogs along .

Mark says, “We can have a pet 

parade instead!”

Lee puts a cowboy hat on his dog .  

Kim dresses her dog in a clown hat 

and skirt .  Pam puts bunny ears on her 

cat .  Mark puts his cat in a stroller .  The 

parade is a lot of fun!

1 What do Mark and 

Pam love to do?

A go on hikes

B dress up

C take naps

2 Who helps Mark 

and Pam?

A the dogs

B Kim and Lee

C the pets

3 Who gets dressed up?

A Lee

B the pets

C Pam

4 Which pet is dressed 

like a rabbit?

A Lee’s dog

B Kim’s dog

C Pam’s cat
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Amazing Animals: Sharksby Saskia LaceyWhen you hear the word shark, what comes to mind?  Do you 

imagine lots of  scary, sharp teeth?  If  you do, you are not alone .  

Many people are scared of  sharks .  There are more than 400 different 

species, or types, of  sharks .  Not all sharks are dangerous .  Most 

sharks do not bother people .  When you get to know sharks, one 

thing is certain—they are all unique .From Teeth to TailWith so many species of  sharks, there is a lot of  variety in what 

they look like .  But many sharks share the same anatomy .  All sharks 

are fish .  This means that they use gills to breathe and fins to swim .  

Caudal fins, or tail fins, give sharks strength .  As sharks move from 

side to side, their fins push them through the water .Most sharks have pointed fins and snouts .  Blue sharks and great 

white sharks have this shape .  It helps them cut through water and 

swim quickly .  Some of  these sharks can swim more than 40 miles 

(64 kilometers) per hour when they chase prey .Other species, such as the whale shark and the angel shark, have 

flat, round snouts .  Sharks use this type of  snout to bury themselves 

in the sand .  Then, they hide as they wait for prey to swim by .

+−×=
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Continued

Name  ___________________________________________ Date ___________________

13

UNIT 

1

13

©  | Teacher Created Materials 

126244—Let’s Learn More!

Term/Semester 2 Workbooks
Provides 18 weeks of instruction activities 

(also available in Spanish)

Accelerate Learning During School Breaks
Kids Learn! is a family-friendly resource with fun and stimulating activities to sharpen reading, writing, 
mathematics, and creative thinking skills while students are away from school.

Ages 3–14 · Grades Pre·K–9 · 8.5" x 11" · 112—120 Activity pages in each workbook

Things to Do at Home

To Develop Healthy Habits 

 • Make sure your child gets plenty of sleep.  

Children this age need 11–13 hours of sleep each 

night.  Take time to establish bedtime routines that 

involve relaxing activities, such as taking a warm 

bath or reading together.

 • Help your child become organized and 

responsible.  Have places for your child to keep 

important things, and take time to set up a 

schedule together.

 • Have conversations with your child.  Ask your child questions about 

his or her activities, and tell your child stories about funny or interesting 

things that happened to you.

To Practice Reading
 • Establish a regular reading time of 15–20 minutes for reading or 

looking at picture books.  Include the whole family, and make sure to 

turn off electronic distractions during this time.  See Suggested Vacation 

Reading on page 10.

 • Encourage your child to look for letters or words on printed materials 

around the house, such as cereal boxes, take-out menus, and 

newspapers.  For an extra challenge, have your child find each letter 

of the alphabet in order and practice making the sound of the letter 

when he or she finds it.

 • Label objects and places around the house, using index cards or 

sticky notes.  Practice reading the labels when you are in the room or 

using the object.  For example, read “sink” when your child goes into 

the bathroom to brush his or her teeth.

4:00 Snack

4:30 Piano practice

5:00 Set the table, feed the dog

5:30 Dinner

6:30 Homework and reading time

7:15 Free time  (after homework)

7:45 Get ready for bed

 #17787—Kids Learn! Getting Ready for Kindergarten 

© Teacher Created Materials
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What is another word with a long vowel sound?

1.

 º º
 short long

4.

 º º
 short long

7.

 º º
 short long

2.

 º º
 short long

5.

 º º
 short long

8.

 º º
 short long

3.

 º º
 short long

6.

 º º
 short long

9.

 º º
 short long

Week 
1

#17789—Kids Learn! Getting Ready for 2nd Grade © Teacher Created Materials14

Long or Short?
Directions: Decide whether the vowel sound is short 
or long.  Fill in the correct bubble.

More Inequalities
Directions: Solve the problem below as an inequality.  Show your work.  

Week 
6

 1. Karel must do some reading over a long weekend.  He must read part of a 220-page 
book.  For other classes, he also needs to read a 32-page chapter and a 30-page 
chapter.  His goal is to read at least a total of 150 pages.  Assume that Karel will 
read his shorter assignments first.

 a. At least what percent of the 220-page book must he read to accomplish his goal?

 b. If Karel reads the minimum number of pages, how many pages of the book must 
he read over the long weekend?

 2. Create your own inequality problem and solve it.

 _______________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________

78 # 17795—Kids Learn! Getting Ready for 8th Grade © Teacher Created Materials

Turn Up the VolumeDirections: Determine the volume of each solid.  It may be helpful to draw each layer 

of the solid on a separate sheet of paper.  

Volume is a measurement of the amount of space inside a solid figure.  Volume is 

measured in cubic units.

Week 3

 1. 

16 cubic units

 3. 

  2. 

 

 4. 

 

layer 1

layer 3
layer 2

45

© Teacher Created Materials 

#17793—Kids Learn! Getting Ready for 6th Grade

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com
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Unlock the magic and meaning of words
Set students up for academic success in as little as 20 minutes a day with this simple 
research-based systematic approach to teaching academic vocabulary. Empower 
students with the tools and strategies they need to decode words independently.

Ages 4–17 · Grades K–11· 8.5" x 11"

2nd Edition

Name: ___________________________________________  Date: __________________
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UNIT 1
 Meet the Root

Directions: Turn to your partner.  Talk about the meaning of “not” in each 
of the words.  Fill in the blank spokes with two other in– words that have the 
meaning of “not.”

Write sentences for four of the words.  Make sure that “not” is part of the 
meaning.  Share your sentences with your classmates.
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

invisibleincorrect

inactiveincomplete  in– = “not”

100898—Building Vocabulary: Student Guided Practice Book  ©  | Teacher Created Materials
40

UNIT 2
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Name: ___________________________________________  Date: __________________

I admit I have mixed feelings about cheese.  I have tasted some 

delicious cheeses that were ___________________.  There are some that 

I have tasted with flavors that are ___________________ from other 

cheeses.  Some cheeses have flavors that are very hard to identify.  It’s 

almost like they have an ___________________ secret ingredient.  You 

always seem to identify it wrong, no matter how hard you try.
___________________, or less pricey, cheeses can be very tasty.  It 

is ___________________ to say that I am ___________________ 

of expensive cheeses.  I just think that any refrigerator is 

___________________ without cheaper cheese options.  I don’t want 

to be a snob and say that I think people who don’t like cheese have 

___________________ taste buds that can’t the taste the difference from 

one cheese to the next.  I just love good cheese!

 Review: Cloze TextDirections: Use context clues to choose the best word for each blank.  Each 

word will be used once.

inaccurateincomplete
incredible
indistinct

inexpensiveinsensitive
intolerant
invisible

©  | Teacher Created Materials 

100898—Building Vocabulary: Student Guided Practice Book 45

UNIT 2

Lesson
Lesson 6: N

egative Prefix in– =
 “not”

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com

Focus on reading and mathematics skills
Bridge the gap between struggling and proficient students with focused instruction. 
The Focused Reading Intervention series reinforces reading comprehension, academic 
vocabulary, and writing. The Focused Mathematics Intervention series builds mathematics 
fluency skills, conceptual understanding, and procedural knowledge.

Ages 4–13 · Grades K–8 · 8.5" x 11"

B

Name: _____________________________________________________  Date: __________________

Number Lines 
and Fractions

Directions: Plot the fractions on the number line.

1 1
4  

0 1

2 2
6

0 1

  Explain how you plotted the fractions.

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

© Teacher Created Materials 21204—Focused Mathematics—Student Guided Practice Book
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Some athletes have come back to peak fitness 
after being hurt.  Others have made it to the top 
with bodies that seem limited.  Aimee Mullins 
is one such athlete.

Mullins was born without important bones 
in her lower legs.  Her legs were taken off 
below the knee when she was a baby.  But 
Mullins was strong.  She was confident.  She 
had a great outlook on life.  So, she learned 
to use prosthetic legs.  Prosthetic legs are 
made of metal or other materials.  They are 
made by people.  Mullins became a top track 
and field athlete with her new legs.

Mullins now works as a fashion model.  She 
walks the runway to model new clothes.  She 
also models for a famous makeup company. 

Many people admire Mullins and her story.   
They want to know more about how she achieves 
so much.  Mullins is happy to tell them.  She gives 
speeches.  She helps people see what they can 
achieve.  Mullins explains that her legs give her 
“superpowers.”  She doesn’t see her legs as a 
problem.  She sees them as a great gift.  In 
fact, she has many different pairs of legs.  She 
chooses a pair each day depending on what 
she wants to do!

Mullins is not only a fashion model.  
She is also a model for living well.

Legless, Legless, Legless, 
Fearless

Some athletes have come back to peak fitness 
after being hurt.  Others have made it to the top 
with bodies that seem limited.  Aimee Mullins 

Mullins was born without important bones 
in her lower legs.  Her legs were taken off 
below the knee when she was a baby.  But 
Mullins was strong.  She was confident.  She 
had a great outlook on life.  So, she learned 
to use prosthetic legs.  Prosthetic legs are 
made of metal or other materials.  They are 
made by people.  Mullins became a top track 

Mullins now works as a fashion model.  She 
walks the runway to model new clothes.  She 
also models for a famous makeup company. 

Many people admire Mullins and her story.   Many people admire Mullins and her story.   
They want to know more about how she achieves 
so much.  Mullins is happy to tell them.  She gives 
speeches.  She helps people see what they can 
achieve.  Mullins explains that her legs give her 
“superpowers.”  She doesn’t see her legs as a 
problem.  She sees them as a great gift.  In 
fact, she has many different pairs of legs.  She 
chooses a pair each day depending on what 

Mullins is not only a fashion model.  

FearlessFearless

#21177 Focused Reading © Teacher Created Materials

Lesson 8
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Name: _____________________________________________________  Date: __________________

21204—Focused Mathematics—Student Guided Practice Book 

© Teacher Created Materials

Real World

Math in the

Unpack the Problem

Make a Plan

Solution

Look Back and Explain

Nick and Peyton
Nick and Peyton were talking about where to plot 4

8  on a number line.  

Peyton said, “I think 4
8  can be plotted halfway between 0 and 1.”   

Nick said, “No, 4
8  should be plotted between 3

8  and 5
8  ”    

Who is correct, Nick or Peyton?

Lesson 

22
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Some athletes have come back to peak fitness 

after being hurt.  Others have made it to the top 

with bodies that seem limited.  Aimee Mullins 

is one such athlete.

Mullins was born without important bones 

in her lower legs.  Her legs were taken off 

below the knee when she was a baby.  But 

Mullins was strong.  She was confident.  She 

had a great outlook on life.  So, she learned 

to use prosthetic legs.  Prosthetic legs are 

made of metal or other materials.  They are 

made by people.  Mullins became a top track 

and field athlete with her new legs.

Mullins now works as a fashion model.  She 

walks the runway to model new clothes.  She 

also models for a famous makeup company. 

Many people admire Mullins and her story.   

They want to know more about how she achieves 

so much.  Mullins is happy to tell them.  She gives 

speeches.  She helps people see what they can 

achieve.  Mullins explains that her legs give her 

“superpowers.”  She doesn’t see her legs as a 

problem.  She sees them as a great gift.  In 

fact, she has many different pairs of legs.  She 

chooses a pair each day depending on what 

she wants to do!

Mullins is not only a fashion model.  

She is also a model for living well.

Legless, 
Fearless

Name: ___________
____________

____________
____________

__ Date: ____________
_____

Word Work 

Part 1: Word Families

Directions: Add the beginning sounds from the Beginning Sound Bank 

below to -ack and -ake to create new words.  Then, write the new words 

in the correct column of the chart.

Beginning Sound Bank

h st br s tr bl cr f p fl

-ack

-ake

hack

brake

 Part 2: Language and Vocabulary 

Directions: Circle the word that best completes the sentence. 

 1 Will you take a quick __________ at this letter for me?

examine
look

observe

 2 Make sure to __________  hot tea so you don’t burn your tongue

gulp 
drink

sip

 3 She had to __________ to the store because she was running very late.

stroll
race

skip

© Teacher Created Materials 
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A fresh approach to summer learning that 
motivates students AND supports teachers.
Help your students develop the confidence needed to be successful in the upcoming grade level. 
Designed specifically for summer learning, our NEW Summer Scholars series features ready-to-
implement lessons and activities that focus on key standards for language arts or mathematics. 
Using proven strategies, Summer Scholars inspires students’ curiosity and creativity and minimizes 
teacher preparation and planning time. 

Ages 5-13 · Grades 1-6 · 8.5" x 11"

Name: _______________________________________    Date: _______________

City Lights 
Directions: Solve the problems using base-ten blocks and your place value 
mat.

The city is decorating trees at the park with solid lights and blinking lights.  
Find out how many total lights are on each tree.  Build each number using 
base-ten blocks.  Then, record your work for each problem.

 1 127 solid lights + 36 blinking lights = ____________________

hundreds tens ones

127: ______________ ______________ ______________

36: ______________ ______________ ______________

Combining work:

 2 152 solid lights + 65 blinking lights = ____________________

hundreds tens ones

152: ______________ ______________ ______________

65: ______________ ______________ ______________

Combining work:

©  | Teacher Created Materials 932005—Summer Scholars: Mathematics
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©  | Teacher Created Materials 932000—Summer Scholars: Language Arts

Name: _______________________________________    Date: _______________

49

D
ay 9

Words to Know 
Directions: Read about each word.  Write notes for each word.  Choose a 
word from the text to add to the last row.

Word Definition Notes

generation 
(noun)

a group of 
people born and 
living during the 
same time

instantly 
(adverb)

immediately

pomegranate 
(noun)

a round, red fruit 
that has a thick 
skin and many 
seeds

sum 
(noun)

an amount of 
money

Name: _______________________________________    Date: _______________Take a Hike 
Directions: Solve the problems.  Use base-ten blocks.  Record your work, 

and find the sum.

 1 Milton works at a camp.  He keeps track of the squirrels he 

sees while hiking.  Last year, he saw 201 squirrels.  This year, he 

saw 181 squirrels.  How many squirrels has he seen altogether? 

______________

 2 Milton takes groups of kids hiking.  Last week, he took 58 kids hiking.  

This week, he has taken 134 kids hiking.  How many kids have gone 

hiking with Milton in the last two weeks? ______________

 3 While hiking, the kids passed 187 wildflowers and 61 trees.  How 

many flowers and trees did they pass? ______________

 4 Last month, the hikers ate 324 packets of trail mix.  This month, they 

ate 392 packets of trail mix.  How many packets of trail mix have the 

hikers eaten altogether? ______________

932005—Summer Scholars: Mathematics 

©  | Teacher Created Materials
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932000—Summer Scholars: Language Arts 
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Name: ________
__________

__________
__________

_    Date: _________
______
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Folktales are 

stories passed 

down through 

generations. This 

folktale from Israel 

teaches a lesson.

Long ago, there 

were three 

brothers who 

loved adventure. 

They decided to 

go their separate 

ways. In one year, they would meet 

again. Each brother would bring 

back a magical object.

The oldest brother traveled east. 

He met a magician with a crystal 

ball. “What gift could be more 

special than this?” thought the 

brother. And he paid a great sum 

of money for the magical object. 

The middle brother traveled 

west. He met an old woman selling 

carpets. The brother noticed that 

one of the carpets was moving. “It 

must be a magic carpet,” he thought. 

After settling on a price with the 

woman, the middle brother flew 

away on the carpet.

The youngest brother traveled 

south. One day, he came across a 

beautiful tree. A perfect fruit dropped 

right into his hand. “This must be a 

magic pomegranate,” he thought. 

“I will bring it to my brothers.”

After a year, the brothers 

returned home. They looked into 

the crystal ball and saw a princess 

who was very ill. They flew to her 

on the magic carpet. The youngest 

brother gave the princess the magic 

pomegranate. She ate its seeds and 

was instantly healed.

“I will marry the one who saved 

my life,” the princess said. But 

each brother had used his magical 

gift to help her. So she chose the 

youngest brother, for he had given 

up something of his own to save her.

 —Retold by Suzanne Zimbler
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Write 
Directions: Listen to your teacher.  Write 

each word your teacher says.

1.

 2.

Read Words with Consonant T 
Directions: Circle the pictures with /t/.  

Write the letter t under each picture that 

you circle.

932096_9798765923658_LK_SGPB.indd   30932096_9798765923658_LK_SGPB.indd   30
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Learn to read with decodable books
Watch as children decode new words, building their confidence and joy in reading. Families and 
teachers appreciate the organized, research-based approach to building strong foundational 
reading skills. The books progress from simple to complex sounds, letters, and concepts, providing 
meaningful and challenging practice for each grade level. Helpful, engaging family support is 
included in each book. This series provides kids with a fun and successful reading experience!

90 Books • Ages 3–6 • Grades Pre·K–2 • 5.25" x 7.25" and 6" x 9" • 12–24 Pages

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com

Simple sentences to practice 
reading decodable words and 

high-frequency words.

NEW 
SERIES!

Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ 90 Books
 ➤ Student Guided Practice Books
 ➤ Teacher’s Guide with lesson plans
 ➤ Assessment Guides
 ➤ Audio of books 
 ➤ eBooks

Phonics Readers

LE
A

R
N

IN
G-

TO
-R

EA
D

  B
O

O
K

S

12

I see Tam and a mat.

13

I see Tam in a mat.
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Make phonics fun with engaging characters  
and stories
This series uses best practices for phonics and learning to read in a structured format to help 
students unlock words and build a foundation for comprehension and literacy skills. These  
best-selling phonics books introduce the most common sounds, blends, and digraphs to help 
students learn how to read successfully.

96 Books • Ages 3–6 • Grades Pre·K–2 • 5.5” x 5.5”, 5.25” x 7.75”, 7” x 9” • 12–16 Pages

10 11

I like hugs!

Glossary

bug hugs

jug mug

rug

Sight Words

 I am
 a in
 This my
 like

Hug A Bug
Books with decodable text and vibrant 
photos and illustrations.

Phonics Readers
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Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ 96 Books
 ➤ Student Guided Practice Books (with 73 activity 

pages in each)
 ➤ Teacher’s Guide with lesson plans
 ➤ Assessment Guides
 ➤ Audio of books 
 ➤ eBooks

Create a love of reading
These fun and colorful books are designed to engage beginning readers and help them learn 
to recognize the most frequently used words in written English. Readers will practice and learn 
100 different sight words, building a foundation for future reading success. Watch students’ 
confidence soar as they begin to read joyfully and independently.

High-Frequency Words Readers

72 Books • Ages 3–6 • Grades Pre·K–1 • 7" x 9" • 12 Pages

They are in .
tunnels

They are in .
forts

4 5

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com

Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ 72 Books
 ➤ Management Guide with instructions and 

assessments 
 ➤ Lesson plans for each title
 ➤ Audio of books
 ➤ eBooks
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Into Space

Introduce Content Area Themes

Nurture learners with fun read-aloud books
These fun and playful books are designed to develop young learners’ listening, 
speaking, and reading skills. Young students will build foundational literacy skills in 
various content-areas with spirited stories, poems, and songs.

60 Books • Ages 3–6 • Grades Pre·K-1 • 7" x 9" • 16 Pages

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com

#14528

hands

I use my hands to touch.

#14528—Five Senses 

©Teacher Created Materials
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hands
Connecting Pieces:Activating Prior Knowledge

Building Blocks:
Phonemic Awareness

New Ideas:
Building Knowledge and Comprehension•	 Gather	children	on	the	rug.		Have	them	look	at	the	picture	on	the	front	of	the	card	and	share	

what	they	have	learned	about	their	hands.			•	 Talk	to	children	about	the	structure	of	our	hands.		Explain	that	we	all	have	unique	
fingerprints.		Have	children	make	fingerprint	pictures	using	paint.	•	 Discuss	different	things	we	can	do	with	our	hands.		For	example,	they	can	be	used	for	
gripping	and	carrying.

	•	 Point	to	the	word	hands	on	the	front	of	the	card.		Read	the	word.		Then	ask	children	to	read	the	word	with	you.		
	•	 Tell	children	they	will	hear	words	that	rhyme	with	hands.		Remind	them	that	rhyming	words	have	the	same	ending	sounds.		Go	through	the	alphabet,	changing	the	h	in	hands	to	other	consonants	to	make	new	words.		Tell	them	that	some	of	the	words	you	say	will	be	real	words	(bands)	and	some	will	be	nonsense	words	(cands).		Ask	children	to	clap	their	hands	if	the	word	is	real	and	put	their	hands	in	their	lap	if	it	is	a	nonsense	word.			
sands (clap) mands (no)
bands (clap) brands (clap)zands (no) lands (clap)stands (clap) tands (no)

	•	 Show	children	the	front	of	the	card.		Point	to	each	word	as	you	read	the	sentence	aloud.		Ask	them	what	body	part	is	in	the	picture.		Have	them	put	their	hands	out	in	front	of	them	and	wiggle	their	fingers.
	•	 Ask	children	to	talk	about	different	things	they	do	with	their	hands	such	as	brush	their	teeth	or	throw	balls.		Allow	time	for	them	to	share.	•	 Discuss	with	children	the	different	parts	of	the	hand.		Ask	them	to	point	out	the	different	areas	(e.g.,	palm,	fingers,	knuckles,	fingernails,	thumbs).

Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ Leveled books (60 titles)
 ➤ Teacher’s Guide with lesson plans
 ➤ Vocabulary concept cards
 ➤ Digital resources
 ➤ eBooks
 ➤ Full Kits (20 kits)

Vocabulary Concept Cards build key literacy 
skills and include activities to build phonics and 
phonemic awareness.

The Teacher’s Guide features 
classroom-ready lessons and 
activities.

Nonfiction and fiction books with simple text and 
wordless books.

eBooks Available

“[These books] are designed to get the very young to imagine and participate in the shared reading 
experience. The text flows effectively and incorporates clean, lively, and intriguing photos, which 

become helpful clues to the overall meaning for visual and inexperienced readers.”
 —Library Media Connection{ } 
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Build fluency and communication skills  
through performance
Teach reading, listening, and speaking skills through the performance of colorful scripts and focused 
instruction. Each book includes six-character roles written at three different reading levels so all 
students can practice, participate, learn, and retain content knowledge.

104 Scripts • Ages 3–10 • Grades Pre·K–6 • 7" x 9" • 16–32 Pages

� �

Poem 
Jack and Jill

Jack and Jill went up the hill 
To fetch a pail of water. 

Jack fell down and broke his crown,  
And Jill came tumbling after.

Then up Jack got and home did trot 
As fast as he could caper, 

To old Dame Dob, who patched his nob, 
With vinegar and brown paper.

 Jack and Jill…

 I am Jack.

 I am Jill.

 Went up the hill…

 I am the hill.

Ouch! Jack and Jill

Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ 104 Scripts
 ➤ Teacher’s Guides with lesson plans
 ➤ Audio of script, songs, and poems
 ➤ eBooks

 

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com

Scripts feature roles written at different reading 
levels allow every student to participate and 
enjoy the experience. The Teacher’s Guide includes lesson plans, 

second-language support activities, and tips for 
encouraging every learner to participate.

©Teacher Created Materials 
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Assigning Roles

Ouch!

Lesson Plan

Jill: Level 0.0
Jack: Level 0.0

(10 lines; 43 words; 

31 unique words)

I am Jill.
You are a steep hill.

The water is up the hill.

We will get the water.

Oh, no!
What is a crown?

I am okay.

What does trot mean?

I will run home, too.

Mom should have used a band-aid!

(7 lines; 30 words; 

25 unique words)

I am Jack.

You are a tall hill.

What does fetch mean?

We will use the pail.

It is the top of my head.

Are you okay?

My head hurts.

Hill: Level 0.0
All: Level 0.0

(8 lines; 27 words; 

20 unique words)

I am the hill.

Fetch means to get something.

Oh, no!
Oh, no!
Go get help.

Trot means to run.

Run, Jill, run.

What does nob mean?

(10 lines, 52 words; 

42 unique words)

Jack and Jill…

went up the hill…

to fetch a pail of water.

Jack fell down….

And broke his crown…

And Jill came tumbling after.

Then up Jack got and home did 

trot….
As fast as he could caper….

To old Dame Dob, who patched 

his nob…
With vinegar and brown paper.

Pail: Level 0.0
Water: Level 0.0

(8 lines; 28 words; 

25 unique words)

I am the pail.

Oh, no!
The water is spilled.

Oh, no!
Go to Dame Dob.

His mom is at home.

What does caper mean?

Nob means head.

(7 lines, 24 words; 

20 unique words)

I am the water.

Oh, no!
I see a bump.

Oh, no!
She will help you.

She is Dame Dob.

Caper means to run.

Differentiation Support

This nursery rhyme uses verbs 

with which students may not 

be familiar.  Although many of 

the words are explained in the 

script, help your students gain a 

better understanding by having 

them act out the verbs.

 • fetch (to get)—have students 

get something from another 

area of the room

 • tumbling (to suddenly 

fall)—have students fall to 

the ground

 • trot (to run)—have students 

run or jog around the room 

or outdoors

 • caper (to run)—have 

students run or jog around 

the room or outdoors

 • patched (covered)—have 

students pretend to have a 

hurt knee and patch it by 

covering it with their hands

Assign roles to students based on reading proficiency.  When students practice fluency, it is important 

that they read materials at or below their reading levels, so they can focus on accuracy, expression, and 

reading rate.  

If a student reads a text that is too difficult, attention is focused on sounding out words and 

comprehension instead of fluency.  This script has five roles.  This chart gives the details for each role.  

Consider the number of lines, the number of words, and especially the number of unique words to 

match your students to roles.

©Teacher Created Materials 24742—Building Fluency through Reader’s Theater 107

Materials
 • Ouch! script booklets

 • Ouch! character patterns (pages 113–118 or Teacher Resource 
CD) copied on cardstock and worn as necklaces, headbands, or 
hats (see pages 21–22)

 • copies of the Take-Home Script (Teacher Resource CD)

 • PowerPoint slide show (Teacher Resource CD)

 • transparency of “Jack and Jill” (or Teacher Resource CD)

 • Ouch! Script Lines (Teacher Resource CD)

 • Performance CD and CD player or computer with a CD drive and 
speakers

 • a small beach pail

 • rope or yarn (sturdy enough to hold the small pail filled with 
water)

 • a large pail or sink; a smaller pail or cup

 • water

 • Band-Aid Pattern (Teacher Resource CD)

Introduce the Nursery Rhyme

“Jack and Jill”
 1. Show a small beach pail to the students.  Ask them to identify 

the object.  Tell students that it can be called a bucket or a pail.  
Have students share ideas for things that can go in the pail.  Tell 
students that this object is used in the nursery rhyme you will 
read.

 2. Display the transparency of the rhyme “Jack and Jill.”  Introduce 
the nursery rhyme to students by playing the recording from the 
Performance CD several times.

 3. Discuss with students why Jack and Jill go up the hill.  Although 
the nursery rhyme does not say it, many traditional pictures of 
this nursery rhyme show a well at the top of the hill.  Explain 
to students that there is water deep, deep underground.  A hole 
can be dug to reach this water.  Then, using a rope, a pail can be 
lowered into the hole to get to the water.  Tell students that this is 
how people got water before there were sinks in houses.

 4. Fill a sink or large pail with water.  Tie a piece of rope or yarn 
around the handle of the smaller pail.  Allow students to take 
turns lowering the smaller pail into the water to scoop up some 
water.

 5. Reread the nursery rhyme.  Ask students to listen for the part 
they acted out with the pail and water.  Do Jack and Jill ever get 
the water?  If so, what happens to it?

Ouch!
Lesson Plan

Objectives
 • Fluency: Students 

will read aloud 
stories with 
fluency and 
expression, 
focusing on voice 
intonation as 
they emphasize 
certain words in 
sentences.

 • Literacy: 
Students will 
understand 
setting.

 • Content Area—
Science: Students 
will observe the 
properties of 
water.

Summary
Jack and Jill go to get 
water on a hill.  The 
hill proves to be too 
steep for Jack and 
Jill, and they both fall 
down.  Jack hurts his 
head when he falls.  
Jack runs home to his 
mom, who takes care 
of him.  During the 
story, students learn 
the meanings of some 
words in the nursery 
rhyme.

76

Popocatépetl and Iztaccíhuatl 

Characters
 
Narrator  Popocatépetl (POH-puh-KAH-teh-peh-tl) 
Emperor  Iztaccíhuatl (ees-TAWK-see-WAH-tl)  

Warrior Ambassador

Setting

This reader’s theater takes place in the 
ancient civilization of the Aztecs in Mexico, 
where two tall, white-capped volcanoes now 
stand on the horizon.

Act 1

Song: De Colores

Narrator: In the great city of Tezcoco, the palace sparkles 
in the Aztec sun.  Mosaics made of turquoise and 
gold decorate the walls.  The princess meets with 
the feather worker and marvels at his work.

Popocatépetl: I’ve made a royal headdress.  Will the emperor 
be pleased?

Iztaccíhuatl: Yes, of course.  You are a gifted feather worker!  
Your work is respected in the palace.  Tell me, 
what type of creature has such handsome green 
feathers?

Popocatépetl: It is made from the long tail feathers of the  
quetzal bird.

Iztaccíhuatl: I hear the quetzal is a difficult bird to trap and keep.

Popocatépetl: That’s true, but not as hard as plucking his tail 
feathers!  He only said yes when I told him they 
would be used for this piece.

Iztaccíhuatl: Please tell the quetzal that we are thankful for 
his special gift.

eBooks Available

“This series is excellent for motivating readers! The children are able to convey 
meaning and excitement using their voices, facial expressions, and energy.”

 —Teacher & Librarian } { 
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New books

10

“These fiction books are great! They are bright and 
cheerful with fun and captivating storylines. 

 —Amy Hall, Librarian

“We need 12 bookshelves,” said Hazel.

“The sticks come in bundles of 10,” said 
Blaze.  “If you want to build 12 bookshelves 
and you need 5 sticks for each bookshelf, how 
many bundles will you need?”

“That’s easy,” said Theo.  “We need 
4 bundles.”

“No, that’s not right.  I can’t allow you to 
cross the bridge,” said Blaze.

“Uh-oh!” said Theo.  “This is a disaster!”

The mice looked at each other.  Hazel’s 
eyes grew wide.  Theo’s tail spun in circles.  
They couldn’t build the bookshelves without 
those sticks. 

“Let’s try again,” said Hazel.  “This time, 
don’t rush.  Rushing leads to mistakes.  
And this is too important to make another 
mistake.” 

2020

“OK,” said Theo.  “We can build 2 
bookshelves per bundle.  Let’s count 
by twos.”

“2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12!” said the mice.

“The answer is 6,” said Hazel.  “We need 
6 bundles.”

“That’s correct,” said Blaze.  “Now, you 
may cross the bridge.”

2121

Problem Solved

Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ 180 Leveled books
 ➤ Lesson plans
 ➤ Implementation Guides 
 ➤ Audio of books
 ➤ eBooks

180 Leveled Books • Ages 4–10 • Grades K–5 • 5.25" x 8" and 7" x 9" • 12–32 Pages

Build reading skills with fun and memorable stories
These beautifully illustrated fiction books capture readers’ attention and expose them to various genres. 
Students will build word recognition, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension skills with books they  
want to read.

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com

Lessons at a Glance

Time
Activity

20 min. Guided Reading Lesson

20 min. Comprehension Strategy Lesson

15 min. Close Reading Activity

15 min. Focused Fluency Activity

15 min. Reader’s Theater Activity

Lessons at a Glance

Time
Activity

20 min. Small-Group Reading Lesson

20 min. Comprehension Strategy Lesson

20 min. Close-Reading Activity

15 min. Focused Fluency Practice

15 min. Reader’s Theater Activity

Lesson Plan

Focus Objectives

Students will be able to:

• Spell words with r-controlled vowels. (Foundational Skills)

• Summarize and evaluate details. (Reading)

• Identify the importance of setting. (Reading)

• Write a description. (Writing)

Small-Group Reading Lesson (page 2)

• Vocabulary Support

• Read and Discuss

Comprehension Strategy Lesson (page 3)

• Summarize and Evaluate Details

Revisit the Book (page 4)

• Close-Reading Activity: setting

• Focused Fluency Activity: pauses

• Reader’s Theater Activity: read a script of the story

Extension Options (page 7)

• Foundational Skills: r-controlled vowel: ar

• Fluency Model: professional recording

• Writing about Reading: vacation postcard

• Art Connection: sculpture

Assessment (page 11)

• Oral Reading Record

• Comprehension Assessment

Answer Key
Word Study: 1) art, 2) garden, 3) car, 4) barn, 5) star, 6) card, 7) scarf, 8) arm; Comprehension 

Assessment: 1) B, 2) C, 3) A, 4) Students will write about what Nadia saw in Moscow (e.g., people, 

traffic, beautiful buildings, Saint Basil’s Cathedral with domes, shops, nesting dolls).

1

©  | Teacher Created Materials 

121695—Fiction Readers: Nadia in Moscow

Nadia in Moscow

Image Credits: xxxx.

5482 Argosy Avenue

Huntington Beach, CA  92649

www.tcmpub.com

ISBN 978-1-0876-0618-7

© 2022 Teacher Created Materials, Inc.

122305 (121695)

Name: ________________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________Control the VowelDirections: Look at each picture.  Write each word.  Circle the 
r-controlled vowel.  Practice reading each word.

1.                

 ______________________________

2.          

 ______________________________

3.         

 ______________________________

4.            

 ______________________________

5.             

 ______________________________

6.                 

 ______________________________

7.                 

 ______________________________

8.         

 ______________________________
8 121695—Fiction Readers: Nadia in Moscow 

©  | Teacher Created Materials

Foundational Skills 

The Implementation Guide utilizes 
strategies and content connections to 
integrate Fiction Readers into  
instruction easily.

Leveled Readers include diverse,  
age-appropriate stories.

eBooks Available
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Enhance your reading program with 
stimulating nonfiction books
We partnered with TIME For Kids® to transform their engaging articles into 
stimulating, leveled readers, bringing fascinating cross-curricular content 
to students worldwide. Students will enjoy reading the high-interest 
content designed to engage and challenge them while developing reading 
comprehension, vocabulary, fluency, and critical-thinking skills.

255 Leveled Books • Ages 4–14 • Grades K–8 • 5.25" x 7.75", 5.25" x 8", 7" x 9" • 12–64 Pages

Investigators use a clean cotton 
swab to collect samples of DNA.  
The samples are stored in tubes 
to protect the evidence.

In the 1980s, scientists found a new way to analyze 
evidence.  CSIs can now use DNA to solve crimes.  
DNA is in every living thing.  DNA is in saliva.  It’s 
in urine.  And it’s in blood.  DNA can be found in a 
strand of hair.  It can even be found in tears.  Just like 
a fingerprint, everyone’s DNA is unique.  And like 
fingerprints, people leave DNA behind without even 
knowing it.  DNA can be found on a cigarette.  There 
might be DNA on a cup the suspect used.  CSIs swab 
many types of evidence to look for DNA.

DNA Discoveries

Some cases have never been 

solved.  It’s usually because there 

isn’t enough evidence to convict a 

criminal.  These types of cases are 

called cold cases.  DNA evidence 

has helped CSIs solve cold cases 

more than 20 years after a crime 

was committed!

COLD CASES

A DNA molecule is 
made up of two long 
microscopic strands that 
twist around each other 
like a spiral staircase.

When an investigation is going well, detectives say they are hot on the trail of the suspect.  But when they are unable to find new evidence or learn more, they say the trail has run cold.

16 17

Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ 255 Leveled Books
 ➤ Teacher’s Guides with lesson plans
 ➤ Assessment Guides 
 ➤ Audio of books
 ➤ eBooks

On the Scene: A CSI’s Life

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com

The Teacher’s Guide features lessons for 
each reader, along with research and best 
practices to support effective instruction.

Leveled Readers motivate students’ 
curiosity and interest using the dynamic 
imagery and content from
TIME For Kids®.

The Assessment Guide includes 
placement tests, oral reading records, 
and multiple-choice questions for 
each book. 

{ } “These leveled Nonfiction Readers entertain while filling a curricular need.”
 —Booklist

Latitude

Longitude
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Investigators use maps to help 
them explore mysterious places.  
Longitude and latitude are 
an easy way to note the precise 

location of a place.  Longitude is the 
distance east or west of the prime meridian 

in Greenwich, England.  Latitude is the distance 
at which a place lies north or south of the 
equator.  Both are measured in degrees.

You Solve It!
Use these clues to 
help you identify each 
mystery.  The coordinates 
will point you in the right 
direction. Remember to 
find longitude first and 
then latitude.

Example   
36°N/107°W 
This place is home to 
abandoned ruins.

1. Map Mystery  
44°N/63°W 
People have searched this 
place for treasure for more 
than 200 years.

2. Map Mystery  
27°S/109°W 
These mysterious stone 
faces have fascinated 
people for centuries.

3. Map Mystery  
30°N/31°E 
This place is home to an 
ancient pharaoh’s tomb.

* Did you solve the mysteries?  Check out the answers below. 

Example) Chaco Canyon, New Mexico 1)  Oak Island  2)  Easter 
Island  3)  The Great Pyramid of Giza

1

2

38 39
38 - 39

eBooks Available
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Winter brings three 
months of cold.  
Build a snowman.  
Ride a sled. 

4 5

Counting The Seasons

Build strong, independent, and excited readers
These high-interest books motivate students to master foundational reading skills while 
building a joy of reading. Students will learn how to integrate essential reading strategies to 
successfully comprehend complex fiction and nonfiction texts across a range of text types.

72 Leveled Books • Ages 4–13+ • Grades K–8 • 5.25" x 8" • 12–64 Pages

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com

Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ 72 Leveled Books (72 titles)
 ➤ Student Guided Practice Books (with 190 activity pages each)
 ➤ Teacher’s Guides with lesson plans
 ➤ Assessment Guides
 ➤ Best Practices Guides
 ➤ Text Cards
 ➤ Posters (comprehension strategies) 
 ➤ eBooks

Nonfiction Leveled Readers with TIME 
For Kids® content.

Student Guided Practice Books 
include comprehension and 
vocabulary practice, along with 
writing prompts.

The Teacher’s Guide covers key 
comprehension strategies. 

The Assessment Guide includes diagnostic and 
summative tests, along with pre-/post-unit tests.

The Best Practices Guide offers professional 
development support from expert reading 
educators.

“Exploring Reading provides instructional unit overviews and addresses 
the needs of English learners and below-level learners.”

 —Grade 3 Teacher

eBooks Available
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Inspire curiosity, perseverance, and wonder
This popular series was created in collaboration with the Smithsonian Institution (the 
world’s largest museum, education, and research complex) to create high-interest 
STEAM readers focusing on global problems and innovative solutions. Each book 
includes a hands-on challenge to guide students through the engineering design 
process and empower them to find creative solutions.

90 Leveled Books • Ages 4–10 • Grades K–5 • 7" x 9" • 20–32 Pages

 

Amphibian Rescue

Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ 90 Leveled Books
 ➤ Management Guides with instructions and 

assessments 
 ➤ Lesson plans for each title
 ➤ Audio of books
 ➤ eBooks

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com

Final 
STEAM 
Challenge

4

3

2

1 Research and BrainstormWhat questions do you have?  Where can you find answers?  Brainstorm and research ideas for a solution.

Design and Build 
Sketch your design.  What purpose will each part serve?  What materials will work best?  Build your team design.

Test and Improve 
How will you test your design?  What data will you record?  Now, test your design.  Ask for feedback.  How can you improve your design?  Then, modify your design and try again.

Plan and make a presentation about your device.  Present to an audience.  What did you learn?

Reflect and Share 

Constraints: What are your limits? How much time, space, and materials do you have?

Criteria: What must your design do? Are there any parts it must have?

Define the Problem Identify a problem at your school or in your community.  
Gather ideas for solutions.  Choose one device for your 
project.

Unit 1: Animals & Ecosystems

Nearly half of all amphibian species are at risk.

3© Teacher Created Materials  29000—Smithsonian Readers: STEAM

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5–10
Introductory and 
Before Reading 
Activities (page 4)

During Reading Activities (page 5) After Reading 
Activities (page 5)

STEAM Challenge and 
Assessments  
(pages 12–19)

Define the STEAM 
Challenge, and use 
illustrations in the text 
to make predictions.

Research frogs and the chytrid fungus, use 
images to reinforce understanding of the 
text, and brainstorm design solutions.

Gather and categorize 
notes about why 
amphibians are in 
danger.

Design, build, test, improve, 
reflect on, and share a tool 
to collect frogs.  Complete 
the assessments.

◗◗ Amphibian Rescue books
◗◗ copies of student activity sheets (pages 9–19)
◗◗ drawing paper
◗◗ STEAM Challenge materials include but are not limited to

◗✓ plastic storage bin with a 
shallow dish of water

◗✓ plant matter
◗✓ soil
◗✓ plastic frogs or small 

objects to represent frogs
◗✓ craft sticks
◗✓ aluminum foil
◗✓ cardboard pieces of 

various sizes

◗✓ rubber bands
◗✓ sandwich bags
◗✓ cheesecloth
◗✓ 1- to 2-inch plastic rings
◗✓ straws
◗✓ masking tape
◗✓ glue
◗✓ scissors

◗◗ Reading: Use information gained from 
illustrations (e.g., maps or photographs) and the 
words in a text to demonstrate understanding 
(e.g., where, when, why, and how key events 
occur).

◗◗ Writing: Recall information from experiences or 
gather information from print and digital sources; 
take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into 
provided categories.

◗◗ Speaking and Listening: Engage effectively in a 
range of collaborative discussions with diverse 
partners on grade-appropriate topics and texts, 
building on and expressing ideas clearly.

◗◗ Engineering: Define an engineering problem, 
design and evaluate solutions, and optimize a 
design based on test results.

Learning Objectives

Lesson Timeline

Phenomena

Materials

Amphibian Rescue

STEAM Readers highlight how people use 
the engineering design process to solve 
real-world challenges.

Management Guide links STEAM and literacy 
with research, differentiation tips, pacing 
plans, and additional support in teaching the 
engineering design process.

Each Culminating Activity challenges 
students to apply new learning in a  
real-world, hands-on activity.

“This opportunity to design, fail, redesign, and improve helps 
learners build a set of invaluable life skills.”

 —STEM & Innovation Supervisor

eBooks Available
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Teach key scientific concepts while building  
literacy skills
Inspire exploration with these fascinating books covering life, physical, and Earth and space science 
concepts. This popular series helps students build literacy skills and science knowledge with  
high-interest, appropriately leveled informational text featuring hands-on, simple science experiments.

96 Leveled Books • Ages 4–10 • Grades K-5 • 7" x 9" • 24–32 Pages

Soooo BIG!
Little kids like to play the So Big game, making 

themselves as big as they can be.  For many animals, So Big 
is an adaptation that helps them survive.  When faced with 
a threat, their instincts kick in.  They make themselves seem 
larger than they are.

One of the weirdest examples of this is the puffer fish.  
When it gets scared, it takes in air or water in a special sac 
in its body.  Then, it blows up like a balloon.  It only takes a 
few seconds to do this!  It can let out the air and water pretty 
quickly, too, and go back to its normal size.

The frilled lizard and cobra use size as a warning, too.  
The frilled lizard flares its frill, and the cobra flares its hood.  
The flare is its way of saying, “I’m warning you.  Back off!”

puffer fish

How to Scare a Bear

If you are out in the woods and see a bear, keep 

your distance.  But if you can’t avoid the bear, use 

what you know about adaptations to help you.  

1. Make a lot of noise.

2. Stand with your friends and family to make 

your group look more threatening.  

3. Spread your arms over your head to appear 

as large as possible.

Definitely Not Bambi
Deer are cute and sweet, right?  Not the 
tufted deer.  It has an unusual adaptation—
fangs!  The male uses its fangs to fight 
other males for a mate.  If one deer knocks 
down the other, its fangs will finish the job.

A frilled lizard 
eats its prey.

2322

Traits for Survival

Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ 96 Leveled Books
 ➤ Teacher’s Guides with lesson plans
 ➤ Audio of books
 ➤ eBooks

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com

Science Readers cover the three strands 
of science: life, physical, and Earth and 
space. The Teacher’s Guide includes lessons that 

address both literacy and science objectives.

Each book features classroom-ready,  
hands-on science experiments.

“Science Readers have been very useful in my second grade classroom while going through our science 
unit, and I have been able to incorporate materials into my reading and writing programs.”

 —Grade 2 Teacher

What happens when lift, gravity, and air resistance act on an object?  Experiment and find out!   

Think Like   a Scientist What to Do
1  Plug in the hair dryer, and turn it on.  Place it on the highest setting and point it straight up in the air.

What to Get
➲	golf ball

➲	hair dryer

➲	 table tennis balls

2  Before you place a table tennis ball above the air stream, write what you expect to see.  Now, place the ball over the blowing air.  Observe the results.

3  Try adding more balls slowly, and record your results.  Try using a golf ball, too.

4  How many balls will float at once?  What would happen if you turned the hair dryer to low?  Is this an example of balanced or unbalanced forces?  Which forces are involved? 

Ball

table tennis

golf

Prediction Result

29

28

Earth

Space

Ea
rt

h

EARTH and SPACEEARTH and SPACE
SCIENCE

Name: _____________________________________ Date: ______________

Cold Balloon + Cold Water Warm Balloon + Cold Water

Cold Balloon + Warm Water Warm Balloon + Warm Water

What do you think caused the differences you saw?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Cold and Warm Fronts
Directions: Record what happens to each balloon in each tub of water.  Then, answer 
the question below.
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Electric orce 
Versus Gravity 

Gravity pulls large objects, like 
the moon, into orbit with Earth.  
But when it comes to the tiny 
atoms that make up our entire 
universe, it’s actually electrical 
force that cause electrons to 
circle protons. 

Electric Force
Electric force occurs between two objects 

with a charge.  Objects can have a positive or 
negative charge.  Opposite charges attract.  But 
two objects with the same charge will push each 
other away.

This force starts with tiny atoms.  Every atom 
is made up of even smaller parts.  One of those 
is the electron.  Electrons have a negative charge.  
They orbit the nucleus, or center, of an atom.  
The nucleus holds neutrons.  Neutrons have 
no charge.  They are neutral.  The nucleus also 
holds protons.  Protons are positive.  Positive 
protons attract negative electrons.  As a result, 
electrons stay in orbit.  That’s the electric force.

Electric force also causes electrons to leave 
atoms.  Electrons are attracted to atoms with 
more protons than electrons.  Those atoms have a 
greater positive charge.  Electrons can jump from 
one atom to the next.  This electric force makes 
electricity.  Electricity provides us with light in 
our homes and schools.  It also allows us to talk 
on cell phones and watch TV.  They’re tiny, but 
atoms can make a big difference!

electron

protons and 
neutrons

as the charges move farther apart,  

Electric force is like an invisible spring—

a weaker spring pulls them together.   

1918

18 - 19

eBooks Available
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Introduce mathematics concepts into  
reading instruction
Explore mathematics topics in fun and meaningful ways while building both literacy and 
problem-solving skills. Each high-interest book illustrates how mathematic concepts are 
used in the real world, building an understanding and appreciation.

140 Leveled Books • Ages 4–11 • Grades K–6 • 7” x 9” • 20–32 Pages

Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ 140 Leveled Books
 ➤ Teacher’s Guides with lesson plans
 ➤ Assessments 
 ➤ Audio of books
 ➤ eBooks

Toroweap Point offers a 
majestic view of the Grand 
Canyon and Colorado River.

The sun sets on the 
colorful canyon.The Grand Canyon

Imagine staring into a 6,000-foot (1,800-meter) canyon.  It is 
a long way to the bottom.  Luckily, those who want to explore 
Grand Canyon National Park are not limited to staring.  There 
are many trails that wind from the top to the bottom.  Some 
people make the trek on foot.  Others go by mule.  Either way, 
the long trip to the bottom offers many chances to learn.

And many people want to make that trip!  Millions of people 
visit the Grand Canyon each year.  They travel from around the 
world to see the stunning views.  The rocks of the canyon are a 
mosaic of colors.  There are shades of red, orange, and brown.  
And with just one look, people wonder many things.  How did 
this form?  What is it made of?  And, of course, how long does it 
take to get to the bottom and back to the top?

Grand Canyon Visitors per Year

 V
is

it
or

s

5,600,000

5,400,000

5,200,000

5,000,000

4,800,000

4,600,000

4,400,000

4,200,000

4,000,000 2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Year

4 5

Travel Adventures: The Grand Canyon

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com

27412—Mathematics Readers 

© Teacher Created Materials

IntroductionUnit 3: Measurement and Data

STEM: Lasers: Measuring Length

Learning Objectives

 • Ask and answer such questions as who, what, 

where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 

understanding of key details in a text.

 • With guidance and support from adults and 

peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing 

as needed by revising and editing.

 • Measure, estimate, and solve word problems 

using standard units of length.

Mathematical Practices 

and Processes

 • Make sense of problems and persevere in 

solving them.

 • Use appropriate tools strategically.

 • Attend to precision.

 • Look for and express regularity in repeated 

reasoning.

Materials

 • STEM: Lasers: Measuring Length books

 • copies of student activity sheets (pages 175–180)

 • Number Line (numbline.pdf)

 • rulers (1 per pair of students)

 • centimeter cubes (15 per pair of students)

Lesson Timeline

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Before Reading 

and Mathematics 

Investigation

(pages 171–172)

During Reading 

(page 173)

During Reading 

(cont.) 
(page 173)

After Reading

(page 173)

Problem Solving 

and Assessments 

(page 174)

45 minutes 30 minutes 30 minutes 45 minutes 45 minutes

Write questions 

about the 

book in a KWL 

chart.  Use tools, 

manipulatives, 

and number 

lines to compare 

measurements.

Ask and answer questions about the book, 

and respond to the “Let’s Explore Math” 

sidebars.

Revise and edit 

writing.

Review the 

vocabulary, 

complete the 

problem solving 

activity, and take 

the assessments.

170

KWL
Directions: Write what you know about lasers.  Then, write what you want to 
know.  Finally, write what you learned. 

What I Know

What I Want to 
Know

What I Learned

© Teacher Created Materials  
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 Write what you know about lasers.  Then, write what you want to 

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: ____________________

STEM: Lasers: Measuring Length Reading Quiz
Directions: Read each question.  Choose the best answer.  Fill in the bubble 
for the answer you have chosen.

 1. Why were lasers used to 
measure the distance to the 
moon?

 A Laser light is easy to see. 

 B Laser light is strong 
enough to travel long 
distances.

 C Laser light is colorful.

 D Laser light scatters in all 
directions.

 3. What happens when white light 
shines through a prism?

 A The white light is so 
strong it breaks the prism.

 B The white light looks 
brighter.

 C The white light bends 
so people can see seven 
different colors. 

 D The white light turns into 
laser light.

 2. Who needs to wear special 
glasses to block laser light?

 A Doctors helping people 
see better.

 B Museum workers cleaning 
works of art. 

 C Builders measuring 
distances.

 D Anyone working with laser 
light.

 4. Lily could not see where the 
light was coming from because 
the _______ was hidden. 

 A wavelength

 B beam

 C hologram

 D source

© Teacher Created Materials  27412—Mathematics Readers 179

 Reading Quiz
 Read each question.  Choose the best answer.  Fill in the bubble 

What happens when white light 

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: ____________________

The Teacher’s Guide features lessons 
that integrate mathematics, reading, 
and writing.

Math-focused leveled readers focus on 
problem-solving with an emphasis on how 
math is used every day.

} { “Mathematics Readers are the perfect supplement for any classroom or mathematics 
curriculum. I love the integration of language arts and mathematics! ”

 —Grade 3 Teacher

eBooks Available
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Which Do I Use?
Some people use the term “civic 
responsibility.”  Others call it 
“civic virtues.”  You may also see 
“civic engagement.”  All these 
terms mean mostly the same 
thing.  They mean that people 
have responsibilities.

You and Your Civic Duty
You belong to many places.  You belong to a family and a 

group of friends.  You belong to a school and a community.  
You also belong to larger places, such as your state, your 
country, and even the planet.  You have a duty to help and 
serve all those places.

There are many ways you can help.  Like a caring family 
member does, a good community member looks out for 
others.  You may help an elderly neighbor shovel snow.  
Or you may tutor younger students.  Everyone can do 
something.  Small things add up to make a big difference.  
When people come together, great things can happen!

Everyone can and should fulfill their civic duties.  Some 
people go above and beyond to improve the world around 
them.  They show what it means to do their civic duty for 
the good of all.  The next chapters highlight some of these 
civic leaders.

Thinkand Talk Think and Talk Think andTalk
In what ways are these 

children showing their civic 
responsibility?  Can you spot 

more than one way? 

10 11

Inspiring students and teachers alike to 
make change!
Our students are aware of the world around them…and care about making it a better, 
safer, more welcoming place for all. Inspire students to contribute and make positive, 
important changes. Teachers can help channel that commitment and passion to 
empower and engage students.

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com

60 Leveled Books • Ages 4–10 • Grades K–5 • 6" x 9" • 16–32 Pages

Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ 60 Leveled Books
 ➤ Lesson Plans
 ➤ Management Guides
 ➤ Civic Card Games
 ➤ Digital Resources

ReadersReaders

in Action

Leveled readers help students build civic 
knowledge. Paired fiction and nonfiction texts 
create concrete connections to key topics.

Easy-to-use lessons promote civic discourse 
and critical thinking.

Civic Game Cards reinforce 
civic knowledge and skills in 
fun, collaborative ways.

“Young readers get an introduction to citizenship and civic action in this 
series...VERDICT: Highly recommended for classrooms and libraries. Kids 

will feel empowered to be active members of their communities.”
 —School Library Journal

Which Do I Use?
Some people use the term “civic 
responsibility.”  Others call it 
“civic virtues.”  You may also see 
“civic engagement.”  All these 
terms mean mostly the same 
thing.  They mean that people 
have responsibilities.

You and Your Civic Duty
You belong to many places.  You belong to a family and a 

group of friends.  You belong to a school and a community.  
You also belong to larger places, such as your state, your 
country, and even the planet.  You have a duty to help and 
serve all those places.

There are many ways you can help.  Like a caring family 
member does, a good community member looks out for 
others.  You may help an elderly neighbor shovel snow.  
Or you may tutor younger students.  Everyone can do 
something.  Small things add up to make a big difference.  
When people come together, great things can happen!

Everyone can and should fulfill their civic duties.  Some 
people go above and beyond to improve the world around 
them.  They show what it means to do their civic duty for 
the good of all.  The next chapters highlight some of these 
civic leaders.

Thinkand Talk Think and Talk Think andTalk
In what ways are these 

children showing their civic 
responsibility?  Can you spot 

more than one way? 

10 11
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Timeline
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Create a 
Connection

(page 3)

Fiction: Start with 

a Story 

(page 4)

Nonfiction: 

Find Out the Facts 

(pages 5 and 6)

Civics 
in Action 

(page 7)

List ways people 

show civic duty 

at school, in the 

community, and for 

the state.

Read a fictional 

story, and practice 

determining point 

of view.

Read about people 

who have done 

their civic duty, and 

identify the author’s 

point of view.

Distinguish one’s 

own point of view 

from that of the 

author.

Make a plan for 

students to vote for a 

change at school.

Level 1 

 � Have students listen as you 

read the book.

 � Stop after each page and ask 

students to share what they 

heard. 

Level 2 

 � Read most of the book aloud, 

and read some of it chorally 

with students.

 � Have students ask and 

answer questions with 

partners to demonstrate 

active listening.

Level 3 

 � Have students read aloud 

with partners.

 � Have them demonstrate 

active listening by asking and 

answering detailed questions 

after each page.

English Language Proficiency Support

Use these strategies throughout the lesson.

Standards

Content

 � Understands the focus on the school, community, state, and 

nation in American society.

 � Understands the values and principles of American 

democracy can be fostered through voluntarism, helping to 

support the common good, and active citizenship.

Literacy

 � Distinguishes their own point of view from that of the narrator 

or those of the characters.

 � Distinguishes their own point of view from that of the author 

of a text. 

 � Links their comments to the remarks of others. 

 � Recalls information from experiences or gathers information 

from print and digital sources. 

Essential Question

Why is civic duty important?

2 122335—iCivics Readers—Civic Duty: Working Together 
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Bring the geography, economics, and history from 
around the world to life
Examine the polar regions, discover global trade routes, learn about landmarks of the world, and more! 
Allow books to explore different cultures, countries, and governments. These books align to College and 
Career Readiness and curriculum standards. Perfect for use in the classroom, library, or learning at home.

16 Leveled Books • Ages 8+ • Grades 4–8 • 6" x 9" • 32 Pages

Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ 16 Leveled Books
 ➤ Lesson Plans
 ➤ Management Guides
 ➤ Assessments
 ➤ eBooks

Management Guide features features 
lessons, activity sheets, multiple-choice 
quizzes, and document-based assessments.

Leveled books offers students the chance to 
discover the geography, economics, civics, and 
history of places around the world.
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Timeline
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Create a 
Connection

(page 3)

Fiction: Start with 
a Story 
(page 4)

Nonfiction: 
Find Out the Facts 

(pages 5 and 6)

Civics 
in Action 
(page 7)

List ways people 
show civic duty 
at school, in the 
community, and for the state.

Read a fictional 
story, and practice 
determining point 
of view.

Read about people 
who have done 
their civic duty, and identify the author’s point of view.

Distinguish one’s 
own point of view 
from that of the 
author.

Make a plan for 
students to vote for a change at school.

Level 1 
 � Have students listen as you read the book.

 � Stop after each page and ask students to share what they heard. 

Level 2 
 � Read most of the book aloud, and read some of it chorally with students.

 � Have students ask and answer questions with partners to demonstrate active listening.

Level 3 
 � Have students read aloud with partners.

 � Have them demonstrate active listening by asking and answering detailed questions after each page.

English Language Proficiency SupportUse these strategies throughout the lesson.

Standards
Content

 � Understands the focus on the school, community, state, and 
nation in American society.

 � Understands the values and principles of American democracy can be fostered through voluntarism, helping to support the common good, and active citizenship.Literacy
 � Distinguishes their own point of view from that of the narrator 
or those of the characters.

 � Distinguishes their own point of view from that of the author 
of a text. 

 � Links their comments to the remarks of others.  � Recalls information from experiences or gathers information 
from print and digital sources. 

Essential Question
Why is civic duty important?

2
122335—iCivics Readers—Civic Duty: Working Together 
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eBooks Available

“Class sets of these titles to support curriculum units would be especially 
helpful for small group or whole class instruction.” 

 —School Llibrary Journal } { 

CO
N

TEN
T A

R
EA

 R
EA

D
ER

S



18

IN
ST

R
U

CT
IO

N
A

L 
R

ES
O

U
R

CE
S

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com

Watch students build problem-solving and 
critical-thinking skills
Bring math to life for students by helping them understand, discuss, reflect, and write about 
how they solved complex math problems with their peers! Use the easy-to-follow routines to 
structure mathematical discussions to build deeper understanding and strengthen language 
and critical-thinking skills.

Engaging Students as Mathematical Thinkers

6 Student Task Books & 360 Task Cards • Ages 4–10 • Grades K–5

Licensing and distribution options can include:
 ➤ 60 Task Cards (full-color and double-sided) for each level
 ➤ Student Task Books with 120 student tasks
 ➤ Teacher’s Guide
 ➤ Colorful Poster
 ➤ Digital Resources with assessment tools

Draw a different shape using square units.  Find the area of your shape.  Then, ask a partner to find the area.  Discuss how each of you found the area.

Extend

thinking!
your

Find a way to calculate the area of this shape.

More Than One WayWalter and Fitz want to find the area of this shape.  They say they can 
think of 3 different ways to find the area.  The first way is to count all the 

square units.  Think of 2 other ways.  Explain.

©  | Teacher Created Materials Let’s Talk Math—i34997

Think Using Quantities

Tommy eats 2
4 of a large 

pizza.  Sara eats 3
4 of a 

small pizza.  Who eats 
more of their pizza?

Extend

thinking!
your

Peter’s Pizza Place sells 2 
types of large pizzas.  One 
is a circle.  The other is a 
rectangle.  What do you 
need to know to determine 
if 1 slice from each pizza 
is the same size?

Fair Shares

Peter’s Pizza Place sells pizzas in 2 sizes, large and small.  Maxwell and his 3 friends want to share 1 large pizza.  Each pizza is cut into eighths.  How much of the large pizza will each child get to eat?  What fraction of the pizza would each child get if they ordered the small pizza instead?

©  | Teacher Created Materials Let’s Talk Math—i34992

Think Using Quantities

Name: ______________________________  Partner: ____________________________

©  | Teacher Created Materials 
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main logo

main logo

variation

2nd option

2nd option

Engaging Students as Mathematical Thinkers

Construct and Critique Arguments

I explain  my thinking.  I listen to others.  

I tell  them if I agree or disagree.

Mathematize the Situation

I see  math everywhere.  I ask  

questions about what I see.
Think Using Quantities

I look
 for what I can count 

or measure.  I thin
k  about 

which quantities are important.

Analyze the Structure

I look  for ways to make the 

math easier.  I use  what I 

know to help me.

Use Tools Strategically

I choose
 helpful tools.  

I tell
 why I chose them.

Generalize Your Thinking

I see  patterns.  I use  

patterns to help me.

Mathematical Practices and Processes

i34867

= 11

How many hundreds are in 

9,832?  How many tens are 

in 9,832?  What do you notice 

about the number of hundreds 

and number of tens?

Extend

thinking!your How many tens are in 

$2,400?  Share your 

answer with a partner.  

Explain your thinking.

Analyze the Structure

Ten-Dollar Bills

Lawrence mows lawns to earn money.  He says that he has earned 

$1,300 so far.  Each of his customers paid him with a ten-dollar bill.  

How many ten-dollar bills does he have?

Analyze the Structure

©  | Teacher Created Materials Let’s Talk Math—120897

Teacher Notes
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Procedure
Remind students to use the Understand and Plan, 

Share and Discuss, and Reflect and Write routines 

as they work through the task.

Answer: 4 + 2 × 4 = 12 square units 

Area of figure: 2 × 5 + 2 = 12 square units 

Area of a 4 by 5 rectangle − the empty space:  

4 × 5 − 2 × 4 = 12 square units

Possible Misconception: Students might confuse 

area with perimeter and look to find the total 

distance around the shape.

Language Support

* Tier 3: square units

* Tier 2: area, different, find, count, explain

Differentiation
Scaffolding: Provide students with smaller groups 

of square units (such as 2 groups of 3 square 

units), and ask them to find the area.  Ask them 

to count the square units.  Give them several 

examples.  Then, ask them to look at the length 

and the width of the shape.  Help them notice that 

l × w = area.

Extensions: Have students solve the following:

• Find a way to calculate the area of this shape.  

• Draw a different shape using square units.  Find 

the area of your shape.  Then, ask a partner to find 

the area.  Discuss how each of you found the area.

T
h

in
k U

sin
g

 Q
u

an
tities

Find a rule for finding 

the missing numbers for 

these equations.

 82 − ______ = 53

 74 − ______ = 26

 91 − ______ = 42

How is that rule similar 

to the rule from the task?

Write 4 more equations 

that follow the rule.  Does 

the rule still work?  Why?

Extend

thinking!your

Purchasing Power

Julie spends $16 on groceries.  She has $5 left 

in her wallet.  How much money did Julie have 

before she bought groceries?

Amara creates this number sentence to help her 

solve the problem:

 ______ − 16 = 5

Then, Amara thinks more about the problem.  

She thinks that she can find the missing number by adding 16 and 5.  

She finds that Julie had $21 in her wallet before she bought groceries.

Amara tests this strategy on a few more equations:

 ______ − 24 = 36  ______ − 19 = 52  ______ − 34 = 82

Fill in the blanks in Amara’s equations.  Will Amara’s strategy always 

work?  Write a rule to describe Amara’s strategy.

Generalize Your Thinking

©  | Teacher Created Materials Let’s Talk Math—120914Latifa and her brother use the 

long side of the printer paper.  

They find the length of the 

room is 12 sheets of paper.  

The width is 9 sheets of 
papers.  What is the perimeter 

of the room in inches?

Extend

thinking!your
Latifa’s mom buys a rug 
for the room.  The rug is 
supposed to be 5 ft. by 7 ft.  

Will the rug fit in the room?  

Explain your thinking.

Use Tools Strategically

Tools to Choose

Latifa and her brother are getting new carpet.  They need to measure 

the length and width of their bedroom floors.  They can’t find their tape 

measure!  They look around and see the following items: a ball of yarn; 

a ruler that measures 30 cm; masking tape; a sheet of 8 12" × 11" printer 

paper; a box of building blocks; and a permanent marker.  Using only 

what is listed, how could they measure (as accurately as possible) the 

length and width of their bedroom floor?

©  | Teacher Created Materials Let’s Talk Math—120887

Develop a mathematics 
environment with the 

Mathematical Practices and 
Processes poster.

The Teacher’s Guide features classroom 
exemplars, implementation strategies, and lessons.

The Task Cards and Student Task Book engage 
students with rich, grade-appropriate math tasks.
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• 101+ cards in each jar instantly spark engaging discussions, activities, or exercises.
• Age-appropriate topics make these jars perfect for home, school, youth groups,  

after-school programs, and more.

Transform learning into a fun and spontaneous adventure!

Choices In a Jar® 

All Ages
Delightful Dilemmas to Spark 
Conversation and Thinking

Stay Positive In a Jar® 

All Ages
Tips, Quotes, and Questions to Spark 
Upbeat Thoughts and Attitudes

Mindfulness In a Jar® 

Ages 4 to 10
Exercises to Help Children  
Focus and Calm Their Minds

Temper Tamers In a Jar® 

Ages 8 to 11
Helping Kids Cool Off and  
Manage Anger

STEAM In a Jar® 

Ages 11+
Experiments, Activities,  
and Trivia

Chill Skills In a Jar® 

Ages 12+
Anger Management Tips  
for Teens

Teen Talk In a Jar® 

Ages 13+
Discussion Starters and 
Icebreakers

What If? In a Jar® 

Ages 8 to 12
Questions and Dilemmas to  
Get Kids Thinking About Choices

Feelings In a Jar®

365 Feelings Words to  
Ages 8+ 
Develop Emotional Literacy

Kids, parents, and educators love these easy-to-use, go-anywhere plastic jars!

You’re walking through the 

school hallway when you hear 

some friends saying mean 

things about a classmate. You 

feel uncomfortable hearing such 

unkind comments, even though 

the classmate didn’t hear them. 

What will you do?

MINDFUL STRETCHING
Locust   Lie facedown on your stomach with your arms extended out in front of your head. Gently lift your arms and chest and look forward, making sure the rest of your body is still flat on the ground. Hold pose for 5 deep breaths. What do you notice about your body?
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Explore classic and popular literature
Inspire a love for reading with some of the most beloved literary works.These 
comprehensive instructional guides enhance students’ literary experiences with 
the exploration of rich, complex literature. 

66 Guides · 8 ½" x 11" · 72 pages

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com
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© Shell Education 

#40012—Instructional Guide: If You Give . . . Series Guide

Name  �������������������������������������
If You Give a Moose a Muffin

Language Learning—

Contraction Match Up

Directions: Below are contractions used in If You Give 

a Moose a Muffin.  A contraction is a word that uses 

an apostrophe to replace one or more missing letters.  

Match each contraction to the two words that it is 

based on. 

Directions: Use one of these contractions in a sentence.

he’ll
it will

you’ll
he is

he’s
they are

they’re
he will

it’ll
you will

If You Give.. Series

56 #40225—Instructional Guide: The Hunger Games 
© Shell Education

Chapters 22Ñ27 Name 

Date 

During-Reading Vocabulary Activity
Directions: As you read these chapters, choose five important words from the story.  Then, use those five words to complete this word flow chart.  On each arrow, write a vocabulary word.  In the boxes between the words, explain how the words connect.  An example for the words wits and instigator has been done for you.

instigator

Katniss quickly 
used her wits 
and acted as 
the instigator 
of the plan to 
eat poisonous 
berries to end 
the Games.

w
its

The Hunger Games

Because of  
Winn-Dixie

Charlotte's Web Freckle Juice How to Eat Fried 
Worms

In the Year of the 
Boar and  
Jackie Robinson

Put Me in the Zoo Sarah, Plain and 
Tall

The Stories Julian 
Tells

Thunder Boy Jr. The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar

Magic Tree House 
Series

The Mitten My Father's Dragon The One and Only 
Ivan

Owl at Home The Pigeon Books Poppleton in Winter

Green Eggs and 
Ham

Henry and Mudge:  
The First Book

Hi! Fly Guy The Hundred 
Dresses

If You Give... 
Series Guide

Last Stop on 
Market Street

Little Bear

Alexander and the 
Terrible, Horrible, 
No Good,Very  
Bad Day

Are You My 
Mother? 

The Cat in the Hat The Day the 
Crayons Quit

The Fire Cat Frog and Toad 
Together

The Great Kapok 
Tree

Suggested Grade Levels K–3

Suggested Grade Levels 3–5
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41© Shell Education 40217—Instructional Guide: A Wrinkle in Time

Name   

Date   

Chapters 1–2

Close Reading the Literature
Directions:  Closely reread the section at the end of chapter 1 beginning with 
“Darry didn’t deserve to work like an old man” and continue until the end of the 
chapter.  Read each question and then revisit the text to find the evidence that 
supports your answer.

 1. Use the text to describe how Darry’s life could have been different if 
his parents had not died in a car accident.

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

 2. In what ways does the text support the idea that Ponyboy is a worrier?

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

 3. In the last paragraph, Ponyboy sees both of his brothers as “non-
human,” but in very different ways.  Explain this comparison using  
the text.   

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

 4. Ponyboy thinks Soda is wrong about Darry loving him.  Why does 
Ponyboy feel the need to lie to himself?  Use the text to support your 
answer. 

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________

31© Shell Education #40304—Instructional Guide:  The Outsiders

Chapters 3Ñ5Name 

Date 

Close Reading the Literature
Directions: Closely reread the section in chapter 5 beginning with, “I woke up 
late that night.”  Stop reading with, “Dally was so real he scared me.”  Read each 
question and then revisit the text to find evidence that supports your answer.

 1. After crying so much, Ponyboy finally relaxes and knows that he can take 
whatever happens next.  Use the text to explain how and why he comes to  
this realization.

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

 2. Ponyboy is surprised to find that Johnny is a deep thinker.  Give examples 
from the text to show why Ponyboy realizes this is true.

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

 3. Ponyboy is surprised to hear Johnny describe Dally as ”gallant.”  Use the text 
to explain why Johnny holds this surprising opinion.

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

 4. Why does Ponyboy prefer books, clouds, and sunsets to “real life”?

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________________

65© Shell Education #40301—Instructional Guide: Fahrenheit 451

Name 

Date 

Culminating Activity: 
Utopia vs. Dystopia

Directions: With a partner or in a small group, discuss your understandings of 
utopias and dystopias .  Complete this Venn diagram detailing the characteristics of 
each type of society .  Circle or highlight any characteristics found in Fahrenheit 451 .  
Compare and discuss your findings with your classmates .

Post-Reading 
Activities

Utopias Dystopias

43© Shell Education #40308—Instructional Guide: To Kill a Mockingbird

Chapters 12Ñ17Name 

Date 

Creating with the Story Elements
Directions: Thinking about the story elements of character, setting, and plot in a 
novel is very important to understanding what is happening and why .  Complete 
one of the following activities about what you’ve read so far .  Be creative and  
have fun!

Characters
Miss Maudie and 
Aunt Alexandra 
are both influential 
women in Scout’s 
life .  Make a Venn 
diagram comparing 
and contrasting the 
two women . Setting

Use	details	from	the	book	
to draw a bird’s-eye view 
of the courtroom scene .  
Include the areas for the 
judge,	lawyers,	jury,	and	
all spectators .

Plot
Use	the	testimonies	of	Sheriff	Tate	and	Mr.	Ewell	
to create a flow chart of the order of events said 
to have happened on the evening that Tom 
Robinson is accused of raping Mayella .  The flow 
chart should have 5–7 events .

A Wrinkle in Time

The Outsiders Fahrenheit 451

To Kill a 
Mockingbird

A Wrinkle in Time

The Dark is Rising

The Hunger Games

Out of My Mind

Fahrenheit 451

Their Eyes Were 
Watching God

The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer

Dragonwings

Island of the Blue 
Dolphins

Roll of Thunder, 
Hear My Cry

The Great Gatsby

To Kill a Mockingbird

Bound

Esperanza Rising

The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe

Tuck Everlasting

Hamilton: An 
American Musical

The Boy in the 
Stripped Pajamas

Flora & Ulysses: 
The Illuminated 
Adventures

M.C. Higgins, the 
Great

The Watsons Go to 
Burmingham–1963

Lord of the Flies

Bridge to 
Terabithia

The Giver

Maniac Magee

The Westing Game

The Odyssey

Bud, Not Buddy

Hatchet

My Brother Sam is 
Dead

Of Mice and Men

The Crossover

Holes

Number the Stars

The Outsiders

Suggested Grade Levels 4–8

Suggested Grade Levels 9–12

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com
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Being Your Child's Most  
Important Teacher
Ages 3—10 • Grades Pre·K—2
Prepare young learners for school 
with engaging learning experiences! 
This book provides families with 
ideas for learning opportunities that 
can happen every day.

The Gift of Playful Learning
Ages 3—10 • Grades Pre·K—2
Transform early childhood learning 
environments into landscapes for 
play! This resource provides practical 
strategies that create playful learning 
opportunities to meet students’ diverse 
needs.

Managaing an Early Chilhood 
Classroom
Ages 3—10 • Grades Pre·K—2
Examine the ‘nuts and bolts’ of creating 
and managing a developmentally 
appropriate early childhood classroom; 
teacher tips and management 
suggestions are included.

Purposeful Play for Early  
Childhood Phonological 
Awareness, Second Edition
Ages 3—10 • Grades Pre·K—2
Provide teachers with purposeful early 
childhood activities that focus on 
detecting, manipulating, and engaging 
with the sounds of language.

The Road to Independent  
Reading & Writing 
Ages 4—8 • Grades Pre·K—1
Help teachers transform young learners 
into independent readers and writers 
with this valuable resource, packed with 
classroom-tested strategies.

Get the Picture: Visual Literacy in 
Content-Area Instruction 
Ages 4—11 • Grades K—3
Equip teachers with innovative strategies 
to help students read and comprehend 
visuals such as images, charts, and 
graphics.

Information Literacy 
Separating Fact from Fiction 
Ages 7—16 • Grades 3—8
Helps teachers guide students in locating 
information sources, critically thinking 
about the content, and applying this 
thinking to make informed decisions.

Build Reading Fluency 
Practice and Performance with 
Reader’s Theater and More  
Ages 3—20 • Grades Pre·K—12
Includes engaging and practical strategies 
for incorporating fluency practice into 
literacy instruction to improve reading 
comprehension.

The Write Thing 
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
Shake up the “traditional” writing 
workshop and make writing fun again 
using practical and inspirational teaching 
from Newbery Medal-winning author, 
Kwame Alexander. Uniquely meet the 
needs of reluctant writers and motivate 
students to write, publish, and present 
their work.

Prove It! Using Textual Evidence  
Ages 7—16 • Grades 3—8
Provides teachers with easy-to-use 
strategies to teach students how to cite 
textual evidence when writing. Covers how 
to annotate, find and use credible sources, 
and avoid plagiarism. Helps students learn 
how to paraphrase and use direct quotations 
as supportive evidence to make their point.

Early Childhood Resources

Language Arts Resources

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com
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The 5Es of  
Inquiry-Based Science
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
This resource explains each “E” in 
the 5E model, providing teachers 
with concrete strategies and lesson 
ideas for stimulating inquiry in all 
students.

Guided Math A Framework for Mathematics Instruction,  
2nd Edition
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
Cultivates students’ language abilities in science while developing their content knowledge and employing 
the 5E instructional model. This resource helps teachers understand how to model, activate prior knowledge, 
question, and explicitly develop students’ language abilities.

Mathematical Discourse
Let the Kids Talk!,  
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
Supports equitable learning environments 
by encouraging active listening, clear 
communications, justification of strategies, 
and acknowledgment of students’ 
experiences.

Think It, Show It Mathematics 
Ages 7—16 • Grades 3—8
Provides step-by-step strategies for 
developing students’ clear, concise writing 
and discussion skills about math problems, 
supported by student activity sheets, rubrics, 
and exemplar writing samples.

Teaching Science Today,  
2nd Edition 
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
Implement engaging science 
lessons that intrigue, motivate, and 
prepare students to be scientifically 
literate. Provides strategies, tips, and 
suggestions for inquiry-based lessons.

Think It, Show It Science
Ages 7—16 • Grades 3—8
Provides practical, easy-to-implement 
strategies for developing clear, concise 
writing skills about scientific concepts. 
Includes rubrics, mentor texts, and 
exemplars.

Building Mathematical 
Comprehension 
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
Provides clear strategies to help 
students ask good questions, visualize 
mathematics, and synthesize their 
understanding.

What’s Your Math Problem!?!
Getting to the Heart of Teaching 
Problem Solving  
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
Provides meaningful instructional 
tools and methods to help teachers 
understand problem-solving strategies 
and how to use them.

Reading and Writing Strategies  
for Science
Ages 5—20 • Grades 1—12
Teachers will learn practical standards-
based strategies to help students read, 
write, and understand science content. 
Both resources include graphic organizers 
with classroom examples by grade 
range and specific suggestions for 
differentiating instruction.

Science for English Language Learners
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
Cultivates students’ language abilities in science while developing their content knowledge and employing 
the 5E instructional model. This resource helps teachers understand how to model, activate prior knowledge, 
question, and explicitly develop students’ language abilities.

Science

Mathematics
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Building Educator Capacity

Literacy Strategies

What the Science of Reading Says Series
Ages 4–20 • Grades K–12
These resources bridge the gap between what the research says about 
effective literacy instruction and classroom practice. 

50 Strategies Series
Ages 4–20 • Grades K–12
These essential resources provide teachers with 50  
easy-to-implement instructional strategies.

Classroom Management  
for Successful Instruction
by J Thomas Roth, Ed.S.
Foreword by Jim Fay

Differentiating the Curriculum  
for Gifted Learners,  
Second Edition
by Wendy Conklin, M.A.
Foreword by Kristie Kraynak 
 

Fostering Writing in Today’s 
Classroom
by Richard Gentry, Ph.D.,  
Jan McNeel, M.A.Ed.,  
and Vickie Wallace-Nestler, M.A.Ed.
 

Helping English Language  
Learners Succeed,  
Second Edition
by Carmen Zuniga-Dunlap, Ph.D.
Foreword by Sonja Bloctner 

Integrating Technology into  
the Curriculum, Second Edition
by Kathleen N. Kopp, M.S.Ed.
Foreword by Mike McQueen 

Teaching Mathematics Today, 
Second Edition
by Erin Lehmann, Ed.S.
Forewords by Sharon Rendon  
and Diana Wilson

Teaching Science Today,  
Second Edition
by Kathleen N. Kopp, M.S.Ed.
Foreword by Alan McCormack 

Teaching Social Studies  
Today, Second Edition
by Kathleen N. Kopp, M.S.Ed.
Foreword by Alice L. Reilly

Grades K–12 · 160–256 pages · 7" x 9"

These resources are perfect for staff development  
sessions and book studies.

For more information, visit www.tcmpub.com
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Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Teaching and Learning, 2nd Edition
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
Supports culturally and linguistically diverse students with active learning strategies. This resource 
addresses the five pedagogical areas: classroom management, use of text, academic vocabulary, situational 
appropriateness, and learning environment.

Differentiating the Curriculum 
for Gifted Learners, 2nd Edition 
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
This resource focuses on ways 
teachers can identify gifted students 
and how curriculum can be extended, 
accelerated, and enriched to 
accommodate gifted children.

Teaching and Supporting English 
Learners: A Guide to Welcoming and 
Engaging Newcomers
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
Learn how to support English learners and 
address the needs of newcomers. Provides 
step-by-step strategies for teachers of Els.

TDQs: Strategies for Building 
Text-Dependent Questions 
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
Support teachers as they build their 
own text-dependent questions to 
enhance learning, engage students’ 
critical-thinking skills, and increase 
comprehension.

Effective Strategies for Integrating 
Social-Emotional Learning in Your 
Classroom
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
Learn how to embed SEL into everyday 
instruction with valuable strategies. Includes 
activities, tips, competency connections, and 
reflection questions.

Social-Emotional Learning 
Starts with Us 
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
This essential resource guides you 
in successfully implementing SEL 
strategies while looking at how to foster 
your own emotional awareness with 
support.

Creating Social and Emotional 
Learning Environments
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
This easy-to-use resource supports the 
pedagogy and research behind SEL. It 
combines leading research, practical 
applications, and useful ideas to bridge many 
learning environments.

Building Educator Capacity

Integrating the Arts Across the Curriculum Series
Ages 4—20 • Grades K—12
Help teachers integrate creative movement, drama, music, poetry, storytelling, and  
visual arts across the curriculum.
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Free Spirit books can be licensed through DropCap Rights Agency.  
Please visit www.dropcap.com for more information.

Picture Books

Germs Are Not for Sharing
Help little ones stay clean and healthy.

Ages 1–4 · Grades Up to Pre·K 

We Can Say No
A story that helps teach young children  
that it’s okay to say no.

Ages 3–5 · Grades Up to K

Be Careful and Stay Safe
Teach children how to avoid potential dangers, 
ask for help, follow directions, use things 
carefully, and plan ahead.

Ages 4–8 · Grades Pre·K–3

Feel Confident!
Foster children’s confidence and  
decision-making skills.

Ages 4–8 · Grades Pre·K–3

I Remember My Breath
Visualization and mindful breathing for kids helps children 
recognize and manage their feelings.

Ages 4–8 · Grades Pre·K–3

Y is For Yet
Kids learn how to adopt a growth mindset through the familiar 
structure of the ABCs.

Ages 4–8 · Grades Pre·K–3

Sometimes When I’m Worried
Children learn practical strategies for coping with worry  
and anxiety.

Ages 4–8 · Grades Pre·K–3

Laney Dances in the Rain 
The vivid artwork in this wordless picture book tells the  
story of a little girl who loves to dance in the rain—no matter  
what anyone thinks.

Ages 4–9 · Grades Pre·K–4

Jayden’s Secret Ingredient 
Jayden discovers the secret ingredient to trying something new.

Ages 4–10 · Grades Pre·K–5

Paula’s Patches
Problem-solver Paula patches her pants—and encourages her 
class to be resourceful, mend, and reuse.

Ages 5–9 · Grades K–4

Lulu & the Hunger Monster
Lulu’s story personalizes the struggles of children experiencing 
food insecurity and hunger.

Ages 5–9 · Grades K–4

Frankie versus the Food Phantom 
A class project leads Frankie to learn where her food comes from 
and go up against the Food Phantom.

Ages 5–10 · Grades K–5

Jesse and the Snack Food Genie 
When the Snack Food Genie appears, Jesse begins to recognize 
how food fuels his body.

Ages 5–10 · Grades K–5
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Professional Resources

Yay! You Failed 
Help young kids learn how to set goals, 
overcome challenges, and feel good about their 
efforts.

Ages 6–9 · Grades 1–4

Rules! Rules! Rules!
Empower kids with tools for respecting, 
questioning, and coping with rules.

Ages 6–9 · Grades 1–4

You Got a Phone! 
Kids learn about the super awesome powers of 
their phones—and how to use them safely.

Ages 8–13 · Grades 3–8

Make a Splash!, 2nd Ed
Teach elementary kids about the water crisis 
and empower them to take action.

Ages 8–12 · Grades 3–7

Going Blue, 2nd Ed 
Encourage teens to learn about the water crisis 
and take action to protect and restore local 
waterways.

Ages 11+ · Grades 6+

In My Feelings
Give teens the tools to decipher their emotions, 
understand themselves, and improve their lives.

Ages 12+ · Grades 7+

The Gifted Teen Survival Guide
Meet the social, emotional, and educational 
needs of gifted students with the fifth edition of 
this classic bestseller.

Ages 13+ · Grades 8+

The Survival Guide for Kids with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder
Help autistic kids understand their unique gifts 
and needs and learn strategies for daily living in 
a neurotypical world.

Ages 9–13 · Grades 4–8

Big Conversations with Little 
Children
Be prepared to respond to a wide range of 
potentially tough questions and sensitive 
concerns posed by young children.

Ages 2–8 · Up to Grade 3

Help Anxious Kids in a  
Stressful World
Equip teachers with the knowledge and tools 
needed to address child and adolescent anxiety 
at a critical moment.

Ages 4+ · Grades K–8

Teaching Gifted Kids in  
Today’s Classroom
Latest edition of the go-to classroom resource 
since 1992 for reaching and challenging gifted 
students.

Ages 4–18 · Grades K–12

A Practical Guide to Mental Health 
& Learning Disorders for Every 
Educator
An indispensable resource with practical 
strategies for teaching and supporting students 
with mental health and learning disorders.

Ages 4–18 · Grades K–12
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See how our exceptional curriculum content  
is making a difference worldwide...

“We conducted a multi-dimensional quantitative analysis on TCM’s graded reading materials via corpus 
technology, and obtained favorable performance indicators in vocabulary, syntax and discourse, in terms of 
coverage rate, repetition rate and gradient.

— Jia Yunlong, Corpus Expert & CEO
Hugemind (Beijing) Education & Technology Co., China

“We have partnered with TCM for many years. TCM materials are wonderful in our market because they are 
deeply embedded in best practices and sound pedagogy, provide teachers everything they need in a friendly 
format, and are especially attractive and motivating for students. We highly recommend TCM, their support 
and response to our every need brings satisfaction in every way. Thank you TCM!

— Esperanza Noriega, General Director
New Edulight, Mexico

“The Team at Teacher Created Materials has been incredible to work with. From product training to marketing 
support, the collaboration has been key to launching these products in our market.

— Nelson Education, Canada

“

“

“

We are looking for excellent distribution and licensing partners who want to 
join us to bring premium resources to classrooms worldwide.

Contact the sales representative in your area for additional information:

China  
Irene Li - irene.li@tcmpub.com

Macau, Taiwan, Hong Kong 
Merry Chang - merry.chang@tcmpub.com

Asia, Middle East 
Shardul Kothari - shardul@gkeducationpartners.com

All other areas 
Sarah Oughton - Sarah.Oughton@tcmpub.com




