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Lesson  

13 Two-Step Word Problems (cont.)

Whole-Group Lesson (cont.)

 5. Ask, “What operation will help me figure out how many are in nine boxes (or groups) 
of eight?”  When students can identify multiplication, write 9 × 8 on the board.

 6. Ask, “Is there any other information we need to add to our equation to figure out 
how many pencils are left?”  Students should identify the 57 pencils that were used.  
Ask students to determine the correct operation (subtraction) and add – 57 to the 
equation.  Finally, add parentheses around the phrase 9 × 8, explaining that you need 
to solve this part of the equation first.  The equation should be: (9 × 8) – 57 = _____.

 7. Say, “To find the solution, we will solve the equation in order.  What should we do 
first?”  Students should indicate to solve what is in the parentheses.  Ask students to 
identify the product (72) and rewrite the equation as 72 – 57.  Model how to find the 
difference using a method that students should be familiar with (difference = 15).

 8. Say, “We solved our equation and found a solution of 15.  Let’s look back at our 
problem to see what 15 means.”  Encourage students to reread the problem.  Students 
should identify that 15 describes the number of pencils that the math team has left.  
Write this as a complete sentence (There are 15 pencils left).

I Do
(cont.)

 1. Refer students to the Food Drive activity sheet (Student Guided Practice Book,  
page 90).  Say, “Let’s solve more word problems together.”  First, read the problem: 
Faith and Keaton donate canned goods for a food drive.  Faith brings her cans in  
bags.  She has 6 bags, with 7 cans in each bag.  Keaton brings 24 more cans.  How 
many cans did they bring together?

 2. Say, “First let’s unpack the problem and look at what we know.  Circle words or phrases 
that tell us key information.”  Allow students to circle key words, and then share their 
ideas.  Students should circle phrases such as: donate canned goods; 6 bags, with 7 cans 
in each bag; and Keaton brings 24 more cans.  Ask, “What do we need to find out?”  
When students successfully indicate that we need to find out how many cans were 
donated altogether, have them underline this portion of the problem.

We Do
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Teachers can prompt students with  
Think Alouds, establishing investigative 
questions and modeling mathematical 
examples and tasks.
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Lesson  

13 Two-Step Word Problems (cont.)

Whole-Group Lesson (cont.)

Closing the Whole-Group Lesson
Revisit the focus question for the lesson: How can you use different strategies to solve word 
problems?  Ask students to identify the different strategies used in the lesson to solve word 
problems (drawing a picture and writing an equation).  Have students identify something 
they found challenging about solving two‑step word problems.  Ask them to explain how the 
problem‑solving strategies helped them to work through those challenges.

Progress Monitoring min.

 1. Have students complete the Quick Check activity sheet (Student Guided Practice Book, 
page 92) to gauge student progress toward mastery of the Learning Objectives.  Provide 
students with unlined paper to show their work on the selected response questions.

 2. Based on the results of the Quick Check activity sheet and your observations during the 
lesson, identify students who may benefit from additional instruction in the Learning 
Objectives.  These students will be placed into a small group for reteaching.  See 
instructions on the following page.

 1. Tell students they will now work on solving two‑step word problems on their  
own on the Party Time activity sheet (Student Guided Practice Book, page 91).  
Provide the sentence frames from Step 7 of the We Do section to help students 
explain their reasoning.

 2. Have students share their solutions, including the equations that they wrote to solve 
the word problems.  If students have difficulty explaining their reasoning, remind 
them to use the sentence frames and vocabulary terms.

You Do
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Students progress through the problem-solving 
process, asking questions, thinking aloud, and 
clarifying their understanding in writing.
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Lesson  

13 Two-Step Word Problems (cont.)

Math in the Real World min.

 1. Refer students to the Math in the Real World: Sheryl’s Pet Store task (Student Guided 
Practice Book, page 95).  Have a student read the task aloud.  Tell students to explain or 
summarize the task to their partner.  Have a few students share their summaries.

 2. Ask students to think about what information they will need to solve the task and what 
the task is asking them to do.  Then, have them share with a partner.  Ask a few students 
to share out.  Students should identify that we know how many of each treat Sheryl 
sold per day.  We also know how many days she sold this number of treats.  We need to 
find how many treats she sold in all.  Have students work in groups of two or three to 
complete the task.

 3. As students are working, circulate and ask focusing, assessing, and advancing questions: 

 • How can you draw a picture to show the key information in the problem?

 • How can you find the total number of treats sold in one day?  How can you find the 
number of treats sold in seven days?

 • How can you represent this problem with an equation?

Sentence Frames for Explaining Reasoning 
 • To solve this problem, I need to find out _____.

 • I wrote the equation _____ to solve the problem.

 • Sheryl sold _____ dog treats at her store.

 4. Observe how students are solving the task, and choose a few groups who solved the 
task in different ways to share their solutions and reasoning.  Try to have the solutions 
move from concrete representations to more abstract representations.  For example, 
have one group share their visual representation and then have another group share 
their equation.  Discuss whether the two are a match.  Make sure students explain their 
reasoning as they share solutions.  

 5. As groups are sharing their solution paths, reasoning, and strategies, ask questions:  

 • Did you write the same equation?  If not, what equation did you write?

 • Do you agree or disagree with the solution path and reasoning?  Why?

 • Which solution path makes the most sense to you?  Why?

Lesson Reflection min.

Have students summarize their perspectives on drawing pictures to visualize problems, 
and provide feedback on any questions they still have about the content on the Reflection 
activity sheet (Student Guided Practice Book, page 96).
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The Student Guided Practice Books include  
a Quick Check and Math in the Real World 
concept task for ongoing progress monitoring.

Lesson Plans and Student Guided Practice Books
Students will learn how to be active math learners through explicit instruction of mathematical strategies. Each 
lesson focuses on key mathematical concepts and procedures from guided practice to independent application.

Level English Spanish

Level K TEX85210 TEX85246
Level 1 TEX85211 TEX85247
Level 2 TEX85212 TEX85248

Level English Spanish

Level 3 TEX85213 TEX85249
Level 4 TEX85214 TEX85250
Level 5 TEX85215 TEX85251

Level English

Level 6 TEX85216
Level 7 TEX85217
Level 8 TEX85218

Research pilot study of Focused 
Mathematics Intervention available 
online at www.tcmpub.com/research
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