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What Are Untold Stories? 
Information is everywhere. In today’s highly digitized 
world, it is easy for students to feel overloaded. The 
presence of news, social media, blogs, the internet, 
textbooks, and even their cell phones can overwhelm 
students to the point where they become distracted 
from what’s really valuable in their learning. Students 
receive information daily, hourly, and even minute-by-
minute. Some information is good, and some is not so 
good. Much of the information students take in is about 
people and places they can’t even relate to, as their 
experiences may differ from the information received.

Untold Stories fills a need in today’s classroom—the need to add more value and insight to 
student learning through sharing authentic stories. By focusing student attention on the not-
so-familiar stories of ordinary people doing extraordinary things, the learning gives shape to 
raw emotions and makes the stories come to life. Untold Stories conveys the culture, history, 
experiences, and values that provide readers deeper understandings of the experiences of 
diverse people from throughout history.

Real-life stories are the essential building blocks of empathy and connection. These stories will 
connect, engage, and inspire readers as they read about people like you and me, who are living 
examples of empowerment, struggle, joy, resilience, and innovation.

The reality is that everyone has a story to tell. Stories not only of struggle, but more 
importantly, stories of bravery, determination, and hope.

Consider Vicki Draves, who despite not 
being able to practice daily because 
of racism, found a way to persevere 
and become the first Asian American 
woman to win an Olympic gold medal.

Think about Sheyann Webb, who is a humanitarian, civil 
rights activist, mentor, and youth advocate. Throughout 
her life, she has had numerous encounters with racism 
and poverty, so she has dedicated her life to assisting 
youth in America to build self-esteem, confidence, 
overcome adversity, and find real purposes in their lives.

Finally, think of Derek Rabelo, a 23-year-
old surfer, who is blind. He relies on his 
heightened sense of hearing to navigate 
the oceans. This is a skill that took 
courage and perseverance to perfect.



Focusing on Research and Practice
Make Social-Emotional Connections (cont.) 
Character Education Traits (cont.)

Character Trait Purpose

citizenship
Citizenship means engaging in things that make the community a better place to 
be. Being a good citizen at school includes respecting the people, rules, and school 
property.

commitment 
Commitment means being dedicated and finishing what you start. This shows 
the importance of keeping your word and doing what is expected, even when it is 
challenging or not preferred. 

compassion 
Compassion means understanding and showing deep care for someone’s feelings. 
This shows the importance of supporting one another by practicing perspective 
taking and building empathy.

cooperation 
Cooperation means working well together to reach the same goal. This shows 
students how teamwork can accomplish more than working alone.

courage
Courage means doing the right thing, even when it is difficult. This demonstrates 
that it’s expected to be afraid sometimes, but courage is shown when we do the 
right thing despite those worries.

creativity
Creativity means approaching situations with a unique perspective. When 
students feel safe and comfortable, they will be more confident in expressing their 
original ideas and solutions. 

fairness
Fairness means treating others justly. This includes following the rules, taking 
turns, and sharing.

honesty
Honesty means telling the truth. This encourages students to genuinely express 
their thoughts and feelings.

leadership
Leadership means being a positive role model to their peers. People can be leaders 
by using their kind words and actions to influence others to create positive 
change.

loyalty
Loyalty means being devoted and faithful to those you care for. This shows how 
students can build and keep healthy relationships by remaining true to their 
family and friends.

perseverance
Perseverance means continuing to do something you value, even when times are 
tough. This teaches students not to give up in the face of a challenge. 

respect
Respect means showing kindness and consideration for others. This reinforces the 
importance of treating others how you want to be treated. 

responsibility
Responsibility means taking ownership of your actions and doing what is expected 
of you. For students, this includes going to school, doing their work, and being a 
good friend to others. 

trustworthiness
Trustworthiness means acting in ways that make others feel comfortable, 
especially when they are in need of help. Students can embody trustworthiness 
when they stick by their word and keep their promises to do what is right.
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How to Implement This Resource

6 copies of 25 cards
Full-color cards tell the stories 
of extraordinary people.

Lesson Plans
Lesson plans include connections to literacy, 
content areas, and social-emotional learning.

Management Guide
Management Guide provides program 
information and research-based teaching 
ideas. (The activities and rubrics in this book 
are shared over two grade levels. This allows 
teachers to better 
support students’ 
critical analysis of 
the text cards, rather 
than focusing on 
the structure of the 
lessons.)

Digital Resources
Ecards, primary sources, and 
audio recordings increase student 
engagement and enhance instruction.



Using This Resource

27©  | Teacher Created Materials 126944—Untold Stories Management Guide

Text Cards
Subjects of the cards 
are easily identified on 
both sides of the card.

Titles help 
students to 
understand the 
theme or main 
idea of the text.

Words to Know are bolded in the body 
text and defined on the backs of the 
cards. The Focus On Words section in 
each lesson highlights these key words.

Authors of texts are 
identified for group 
discussions about 
author’s purpose 
and writing choices.

Images support text 
to aid in student 
comprehension. These 
primary source images 
make great discussion 
starters.

Phonetic pronunciations 
are provided for cultural 
awareness and support 
while reading the text. 
Take time to review this 
before reading the text 
card aloud.

Time lines help 
students place 
each subject 
in the context 
of history or a 
larger world view.

Opportunities are 
provided for students 
to investigate character 
traits exemplified by each 
subject. (See pages 14–15 
for more information.)



Us
in

g 
Th

is
 R

es
ou

rc
e

Lesson Plans

28 126944—Untold Stories Management Guide ©  | Teacher Created Materials

Subjects of 
the lesson 
plans are easily 
identified on 
both sides of 
the folder tab.

The Lexile® level 
for each text card 
is provided to help 
with planning and 
differentiation.

A short summary is 
provided for easy recall 
of key characteristics 
of the subject.

Each lesson includes strong 
literacy activities to help 
students focus on key aspects of 
the text card. (See pages 20–22 
for more information.)

Every writing activity 
includes a prewriting 
graphic organizer to help 
students gather their 
thoughts. Re-create these 
where your students can 
see them, or distribute 
copies found in the 
Digital Resources.

Each card is connected 
to a content area 
through an interactive 
activity. Although 
many cards connect 
to social studies, there 
are other content 
areas covered as well.

Connections to the five 
SEL competencies are 
made through these 
cooperative activities. 
(See page 13 for more 
information.)

These activities provide 
opportunities for students 
to apply what they’ve 
learned by reading the text 
cards and participating in 
the activities. Rubrics are 
provided to assess student 
work on these activities. 
(See pages 73–76 for more 
information.)

Student reproducibles 
are provided both 
on the inside of the 
lesson folder and in 
the Digital Resources. 



Using This Resource
Lesson Plans (cont.) 
Lesson Plan Pacing Guide
The following example pacing plan shows an option for using a text card and lesson over a one-
week period. Teachers should customize this pacing suggestion according to their students’ 
needs.

Lesson Section Notes Suggested Time

Focus On Diversity

Share with students key information from the 
summary, and preview the card with them. Have 
students pose a few questions that they hope will 
be answered in the text.

5–10 minutes

Focus On Words

Preview key vocabulary words, and help students 
prepare to read the text card. Based on the Lexile® 
level of the text, determine if any other preparation 
is needed before reading with students.

10 minutes

Focus On Reading 
Comprehension

Read the text card together, and use it to practice 
important reading comprehension skills. Have 
students reread the text in pairs or small groups to 
revisit key parts.

20–30 minutes

Focus On Speaking 
& Listening

After the initial interaction with the text, allow 
focused time for students to work together to 
practice strong speaking skills and active listening.

15–20 minutes

Focus On Writing

Work together to help students complete graphic 
organizers to plan their writing. Then, provide time 
for students to compose their written responses. 
Re-create the graphic organizer where students 
can see it, or use the digital copy provided.

30 minutes

Focus On Content 
Knowledge

Key content is pulled from the text card for a short 
content-based activity. Connections are made to 
social studies, science, the arts, and more.

30–45 minutes

Focus On Social-
Emotional Learning

Each lesson helps students work toward achieving 
the five SEL competencies. These activities often 
connect back to the character traits highlighted on 
the back of the cards.

20–30 minutes

Focus On Action

Serving as formative assessments, these hands-on 
activities provide opportunities for students to 
apply what they’ve learned. There are four general 
rubrics to be used with these activities to assess 
student work.

20–30 minutes

29©  | Teacher Created Materials 126944—Untold Stories Management Guide
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Biography Mini-Lessons
Compare and Contrast

Overview
Students will work with partners or in groups 
of three. Start by having them choose two 
people from the Untold Stories text cards. They 
will work in pairs to create graphic organizers 
comparing and contrasting the people.

Materials
• copies of More to the Story (page 54)

• copies of Comparing Untold Stories (page 55)

Procedure

 1. Have students review the “Words to Know” and their definitions from the backs of their 
chosen text cards. Encourage students to compare the words from the cards and look for 
ways the words relate to one another.

 2. Allow time for students to reread the cards with their partners. Ask students to discuss 
questions about the information on their cards, such as:

• Whom is the card about? What did they do?

• How does this person inspire others?

• Why are they unique?

• Why might this person’s story have been untold previously?

 3. As a whole group, facilitate a discussion about what the different people have in common, 
despite their different accomplishments and stories.
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Discovering Grade Level Details

  Social-Emotional Learning
 1. Encourage students to focus on their social awareness and recognize the strengths of 

the people they researched. Remind students that a person’s strengths can by physical, 
emotional, and intellectual. Facilitate a discussion with students about the strengths of 
the people from the cards. Have them share ways the people influenced others, their 
communities, and the world.

 2. After students have discussed the strengths of those they researched, have students share 
strengths they notice in one another.

  Action
Students just researched and compared two people with valuable 
untold stories. Have them create another Venn diagram, but this 
time, have them compare and contrast one of the people from their 
research to themselves. Encourage students to add at least three 
notes in each section of their Venn diagrams.

Procedure (cont.)

 4. Tell students they will do research to learn more about the people on their cards. 
Distribute More to the Story, and have students brainstorm at least four more questions 
about the people they chose. Then, have students research with their partners to find 
answers to their questions. Let students know they can change their questions if they are 
unable to find answers.

 5. Distribute Comparing Untold Stories. Give partners time to create their Venn diagrams 
about the people from their chosen cards. Make sure students have enough time to 
include information from both the cards and their additional research.

 6. Have student groups share their Venn diagrams. When students are presenting, remind 
them to look at the audience, use loud and clear voices, and clearly explain their ideas. 
Remind students who are listening to be polite and attentive audience members by staying 
quiet, looking at the speaker, and listening carefully. Encourage students to ask and answer 
questions after the presentations.



Nombre: _______________________ Fecha: ________________________
Co
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Más sobre la historia
Instrucciones: Escribe cuatro preguntas acerca de cosas que te 
gustaría saber de la persona que escogiste.  Luego, investiga y escribe 
las respuestas a tus preguntas. 

 

 

 

 1. 

 

 

 

 2. 

 

 

 

 3. 

 

 

 

 4. 
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Nombre: _______________________ Fecha: ________________________
Com

parar y contrastar

Comparar historias no contadas
Instrucciones: Usa el diagrama de Venn para comparar y contrastar  
a dos personas.
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Enfoque en la acción: pautas de calificación
Actividades de presentación

Nombre del estudiante: _________________________________________

4: Excelente 3: Muy bueno 2: Buen intento 1: Debe mejorar

Contenido 
de la 
presentación

Toda la 
información se 
dio de forma 
interesante y 
atractiva.

La mayor 
parte de la 
información se 
dio de forma 
interesante y 
atractiva.

Parte de la 
información se 
dio de forma 
interesante y 
atractiva.

Una mínima 
parte de la 
información se 
dio de forma 
interesante y 
atractiva.

Destrezas de 
presentación

El estudiante 
habló de forma 
muy clara, con 
el volumen 
adecuado 
y buena 
expresión.

El estudiante 
habló de forma 
clara, con 
el volumen 
adecuado 
y cierta 
expresión.

El estudiante 
habló con poca 
claridad, no 
usó el volumen 
adecuado 
y/o fue poco 
expresivo.

El estudiante 
no habló con 
claridad, no 
usó el volumen 
adecuado y/o no 
fue expresivo.

Nivel de 
realización

Se completaron 
todas las partes 
de la actividad. 

Se completaron 
casi todas las 
partes de la 
actividad.

Se completaron 
solo algunas 
partes de la 
actividad. 

Se completó una 
mínima parte de 
la actividad. 

Comprensión 
de los 
contenidos

La presentación 
muestra una 
comprensión 
profunda y 
compleja.

La presentación 
muestra 
muy buena 
comprensión de 
los contenidos.

La presentación 
muestra cierta 
comprensión de 
los contenidos.

La presentación 
muestra poca 
comprensión de 
los contenidos.

Conexión 
consigo mismo 
o con los 
demás

Se muestra 
una completa 
conexión del 
estudiante 
consigo mismo 
o con los demás 
mediante 
contenidos 
fácticos y 
personales.

Se muestra una 
muy buena 
conexión del 
estudiante 
consigo mismo 
o con los demás 
mediante 
contenidos 
fácticos o 
personales.

Se muestra 
cierta conexión 
del estudiante 
consigo 
mismo o con 
los demás, 
con pocos 
contenidos 
fácticos o 
personales.

Se muestra 
poca conexión 
del estudiante 
consigo mismo 
o con los 
demás, e incluye 
muy pocos 
contenidos 
fácticos o 
personales.

Comentarios:  ________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Derek Rabelo

Surfear lo invisible
Derek Rabelo nació ciego.  Creció cerca del océano y le encantaba el agua.  Soñaba 

con surfear las olas.  A los 17 años, aprendió a surfear. 

Rabelo usaba los sentidos que tenía.  Sentía el agua que había a su alrededor.  
Escuchaba el océano.  Cada parte de las olas tenía un sonido diferente.  Eso lo ayudó 
a aprender a montarlas.

Al poco tiempo, Rabelo quiso encarar un desafío nuevo y más grande.  Decidió 
surfear una rompiente de arrecife en Hawái.  La rompiente se llama Pipeline.  Los 
surfistas saben que eso es algo muy difícil de hacer.

Rabelo se entrenó durante tres años.  Tenía un entrenador.  Sus amigos 
lo ayudaban a practicar.  Al final, ¡lo logró!  Un 
video de su éxito se hizo viral.  También se 
filmó una película sobre Rabelo.

Rabelo se convirtió en surfista profesional.  
Viaja por el mundo.  Busca más desafíos y olas 
más grandes.  Da charlas para inspirar a los 
demás.  Rabelo sigue surfeando las olas de 
sus sueños.

—Heather E. Schwartz
Ne
ws
pix
/G
ett
y I
m
ag
es
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Surfear lo invisible 
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Derek Rabelo 
(DE-rek ra-BE-lo)

Fechas clave

Características clave

Rabelo muestra una gran 
perseverancia.  No se rinde.  
Dibújalo mientras aprendía a 
surfear.  Dibújalo surfeando en 
la actualidad.  Escribe en qué se 
diferencian los dos dibujos.

  Palabras clave

profesional: una persona a quien 
le pagan por participar en un 
deporte o en una actividad

rompiente de arrecife: una ola 
que rompe sobre roca o coral

viral: que se difunde rápido en 
internet y en redes sociales

Derek Rabelo nace en Brasil.

Aprende a surfear.

Surfea la rompiente Pipeline 
en Hawái.

Su historia se cuenta en la 
película Más allá de la vista: 
la historia de Derek Rabelo.

junio
Rabelo trabaja con una perra 
guía llamada Serenity.
Rabelo fue nombrado 
embajador internacional por 
la Real Sociedad para Ciegos 
(RSB, por sus siglas en inglés).

2009

2012

2014

2018

1992
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  Writing
 1. Rabelo is an inspiration and a role model for many reasons, both in and out of 

the water. Discuss with students what a role model is, and re-create this graphic 
organizer on the board or chart paper. In the center circle, write Derek Rabelo 
is a role model. In the outer circles, have students write reasons to support the 
statement. Encourage students to find evidence in the text.

 2. Have students write letters to Rabelo. Ask them to tell Rabelo at least two 
reasons why they think he is a role model. If possible, send the letters to 
Rabelo.

  Content Knowledge
 1. Rabelo began learning to surf in his home country of Brazil. Discuss with students how a person’s home 

can be an important part of their culture and who they are.

 2. Ask students to share anything they know about Brazil. Then, display a world map or a globe. Help 
students find Brazil on the map with verbal clues. (It has a coastline along the Atlantic Ocean. It is the 
largest country in South America.)

 3. Distribute Beautiful Brazil to students, and explain how to use the map key. Assist students as needed to 
complete the activity.

  Social-Emotional Learning
 1. Rabelo works hard to achieve his goals and demonstrates great relationship skills by encouraging 

others with motivational speeches. Tell students that they will follow Rabelo’s lead by setting goals and 
encouraging others.

 2. Have students brainstorm a list of encouraging words and phrases. Record their ideas on the board or 
chart paper for reference.

 3. Ask each student to write one goal they have at the top of a blank sheet of paper.

 4. Have students rotate to other students’ desks and write encouraging phrases under each person’s goal. 
When students return to their seats, they can read the encouraging notes from their classmates. Discuss 
how it felt to give and receive these notes.

Lexile® Level: 460L

Derek Rabelo

Surfear lo invisible
Derek Rabelo nació ciego.  Creció cerca del océano y le encantaba el agua.  Soñaba 

con surfear las olas.  A los 17 años, aprendió a surfear. Rabelo usaba los sentidos que tenía.  Sentía el agua que había a su alrededor.  
Escuchaba el océano.  Cada parte de las olas tenía un sonido diferente.  Eso lo ayudó 
a aprender a montarlas.

Al poco tiempo, Rabelo quiso encarar un desafío nuevo y más grande.  Decidió 
surfear una rompiente de arrecife en Hawái.  La rompiente se llama Pipeline.  Los 
surfistas saben que eso es algo muy difícil de hacer.Rabelo se entrenó durante tres años.  Tenía un entrenador.  Sus amigos 
lo ayudaban a practicar.  Al final, ¡lo logró!  Un video de su éxito se hizo viral.  También se filmó una película sobre Rabelo.

Rabelo se convirtió en surfista profesional.  Viaja por el mundo.  Busca más desafíos y olas más grandes.  Da charlas para inspirar a los demás.  Rabelo sigue surfeando las olas de sus sueños.
—Heather E. Schwartz

Ne
ws

pix
/G
ett
y I
m
ag
es

Action
 1. Research some top surfing locations in the world together. Have students work 

in groups to learn more about specific locations. Ask each group to choose a 
location to research further and create a travel brochure about it.

 2. Each group can decide what their travel brochure should include, such as maps, 
surfing conditions, fun facts, weather conditions, photographs, and local culture.

Derek Rabelo
Surfear lo invisible

  Speaking & Listening
 1. Explain to students that in addition to the 5Ws, there is another important question stem—How?

 2. Ask students to think about how Rabelo achieved his goal by asking these questions: What 
character traits did he show? How did others help? Have students write their ideas on sticky notes.

 3. Have students share their ideas with partners. Then, have each student meet with a second partner. 
Ask students to share something they heard from their first partners with their second partners.

  Reading Comprehension
 1. Before reading, discuss with students the importance of asking and answering questions about what you 

read. Review the 5Ws (who, what, when, where, and why).

 2. Tell students that Rabelo is a person who set a goal, worked for it, and achieved it. Explain that as they 
read, they will try to answer questions to learn about him and what he did. Write the following questions 
on the board or chart paper:

• Who is Derek Rabelo?

• What did he want to do?

• When did he work toward his goal?

• Where did he try to reach his goal?

• Why did he have this goal?

 3. After reading each paragraph, ask students to share whether any of these questions have been answered.

 4. Have each student write two more questions that are answered in the text on the Ask and Answer activity 
page. Have students switch papers with partners and answer each other’s questions.

  Words
 1. After reading the “Words to Know” section with students, explain that Rabelo is a professional surfer. Ask 

them to share what types of professionals they would like to be.

 2. Show students a picture of a reef break, such as the one at Pipeline in Hawai'i, and explain what it is. Have 
students imagine they are at the location shown in the picture. Ask them to describe it using their five 
senses.

 3. Discuss the word viral with students. Explain that it is a word that has taken on new meaning in the era of 
online videos.

  Diversity
Derek Rabelo is a professional surfer from Brazil. Despite being born blind, 
Rabelo learned to surf at the age of 17. He now travels the world looking for 
the best waves, sharing his story as he goes. He inspires others with his drive 
and perseverance. He has overcome challenges and continues to set new goals 
for his surfing career.

Nombre: _______________________________________  Fecha: _____________________

Untold Stories—Organizadores gráficos 
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  Writing
 1. Rabelo is an inspiration and a role model for many reasons, both in and out of 

the water. Discuss with students what a role model is, and re-create this graphic 
organizer on the board or chart paper. In the center circle, write Derek Rabelo 
is a role model. In the outer circles, have students write reasons to support the 
statement. Encourage students to find evidence in the text.

 2. Have students write letters to Rabelo. Ask them to tell Rabelo at least two 
reasons why they think he is a role model. If possible, send the letters to 
Rabelo.

  Content Knowledge
 1. Rabelo began learning to surf in his home country of Brazil. Discuss with students how a person’s home 

can be an important part of their culture and who they are.

 2. Ask students to share anything they know about Brazil. Then, display a world map or a globe. Help 
students find Brazil on the map with verbal clues. (It has a coastline along the Atlantic Ocean. It is the 
largest country in South America.)

 3. Distribute Beautiful Brazil to students, and explain how to use the map key. Assist students as needed to 
complete the activity.

  Social-Emotional Learning
 1. Rabelo works hard to achieve his goals and demonstrates great relationship skills by encouraging 

others with motivational speeches. Tell students that they will follow Rabelo’s lead by setting goals and 
encouraging others.

 2. Have students brainstorm a list of encouraging words and phrases. Record their ideas on the board or 
chart paper for reference.

 3. Ask each student to write one goal they have at the top of a blank sheet of paper.

 4. Have students rotate to other students’ desks and write encouraging phrases under each person’s goal. 
When students return to their seats, they can read the encouraging notes from their classmates. Discuss 
how it felt to give and receive these notes.

Lexile® Level: 460L

Derek Rabelo

Surfear lo invisible
Derek Rabelo nació ciego.  Creció cerca del océano y le encantaba el agua.  Soñaba 

con surfear las olas.  A los 17 años, aprendió a surfear. Rabelo usaba los sentidos que tenía.  Sentía el agua que había a su alrededor.  
Escuchaba el océano.  Cada parte de las olas tenía un sonido diferente.  Eso lo ayudó 
a aprender a montarlas.

Al poco tiempo, Rabelo quiso encarar un desafío nuevo y más grande.  Decidió 
surfear una rompiente de arrecife en Hawái.  La rompiente se llama Pipeline.  Los 
surfistas saben que eso es algo muy difícil de hacer.Rabelo se entrenó durante tres años.  Tenía un entrenador.  Sus amigos 
lo ayudaban a practicar.  Al final, ¡lo logró!  Un video de su éxito se hizo viral.  También se filmó una película sobre Rabelo.

Rabelo se convirtió en surfista profesional.  Viaja por el mundo.  Busca más desafíos y olas más grandes.  Da charlas para inspirar a los demás.  Rabelo sigue surfeando las olas de sus sueños.
—Heather E. Schwartz
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Action
 1. Research some top surfing locations in the world together. Have students work 

in groups to learn more about specific locations. Ask each group to choose a 
location to research further and create a travel brochure about it.

 2. Each group can decide what their travel brochure should include, such as maps, 
surfing conditions, fun facts, weather conditions, photographs, and local culture.

Derek Rabelo
Surfear lo invisible

  Speaking & Listening
 1. Explain to students that in addition to the 5Ws, there is another important question stem—How?

 2. Ask students to think about how Rabelo achieved his goal by asking these questions: What 
character traits did he show? How did others help? Have students write their ideas on sticky notes.

 3. Have students share their ideas with partners. Then, have each student meet with a second partner. 
Ask students to share something they heard from their first partners with their second partners.

  Reading Comprehension
 1. Before reading, discuss with students the importance of asking and answering questions about what you 

read. Review the 5Ws (who, what, when, where, and why).

 2. Tell students that Rabelo is a person who set a goal, worked for it, and achieved it. Explain that as they 
read, they will try to answer questions to learn about him and what he did. Write the following questions 
on the board or chart paper:

• Who is Derek Rabelo?

• What did he want to do?

• When did he work toward his goal?

• Where did he try to reach his goal?

• Why did he have this goal?

 3. After reading each paragraph, ask students to share whether any of these questions have been answered.

 4. Have each student write two more questions that are answered in the text on the Ask and Answer activity 
page. Have students switch papers with partners and answer each other’s questions.

  Words
 1. After reading the “Words to Know” section with students, explain that Rabelo is a professional surfer. Ask 

them to share what types of professionals they would like to be.

 2. Show students a picture of a reef break, such as the one at Pipeline in Hawai'i, and explain what it is. Have 
students imagine they are at the location shown in the picture. Ask them to describe it using their five 
senses.

 3. Discuss the word viral with students. Explain that it is a word that has taken on new meaning in the era of 
online videos.

  Diversity
Derek Rabelo is a professional surfer from Brazil. Despite being born blind, 
Rabelo learned to surf at the age of 17. He now travels the world looking for 
the best waves, sharing his story as he goes. He inspires others with his drive 
and perseverance. He has overcome challenges and continues to set new goals 
for his surfing career.
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Preguntar y responder
Instrucciones: Escribe dos preguntas sobre Derek Rabelo.  Asegúrate de que las 
respuestas estén en el texto o se puedan inferir a partir del texto.  Hazle tus preguntas 
a un compañero.  Pídele a tu compañero que escriba respuestas sólidas.

D
er

ek
 R

ab
el

o 

Bello Brasil
Instrucciones: Derek Rabelo nació en Brasil.  Aprende un poco más sobre la geografía 
de ese país.  Usa el mapa para responder las preguntas.

 1. ¿Cuál es la capital de Brasil?  _________________________________________

 2. ¿Con cuántos países limita Brasil?  ____________________________________

 3. Encierra en rojo las cataratas más grandes que tiene Brasil.

 4. Busca el río Amazonas.  Traza su recorrido en azul.

 5. Busca dos océanos en el mapa.  Coloca una tilde al lado del nombre del océano que 
baña las costas de Brasil.  Dibuja un cuadrado alrededor el nombre del otro océano.

Quién Qué Cuándo Dónde Por qué Cómo

Pregunta:  __________________________________________________________________

Respuesta:  _________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Pregunta:  __________________________________________________________________

Respuesta:  _________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Cataratas del Iguazú

Río Amazonas

Río San Francisco

Selva del Amazonas

Brasilia

Río de Janeiro

P E R Ú

PARAGUAY

URUGUAY

GUYANA

Clave

● ciudad

 capital

■ cataratas

 selva

 agua
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Instrucciones: Escribe dos preguntas sobre Derek Rabelo.  Asegúrate de que las 
respuestas estén en el texto o se puedan inferir a partir del texto.  Hazle tus preguntas 
a un compañero.  Pídele a tu compañero que escriba respuestas sólidas.
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Bello Brasil
Instrucciones: Derek Rabelo nació en Brasil.  Aprende un poco más sobre la geografía 
de ese país.  Usa el mapa para responder las preguntas.

 1. ¿Cuál es la capital de Brasil?  _________________________________________

 2. ¿Con cuántos países limita Brasil?  ____________________________________

 3. Encierra en rojo las cataratas más grandes que tiene Brasil.

 4. Busca el río Amazonas.  Traza su recorrido en azul.

 5. Busca dos océanos en el mapa.  Coloca una tilde al lado del nombre del océano que 
baña las costas de Brasil.  Dibuja un cuadrado alrededor el nombre del otro océano.

Quién Qué Cuándo Dónde Por qué Cómo

Pregunta:  __________________________________________________________________

Respuesta:  _________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Pregunta:  __________________________________________________________________

Respuesta:  _________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Cataratas del Iguazú

Río Amazonas

Río San Francisco

Selva del Amazonas

Brasilia

Río de Janeiro
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Huda Essa

La estadounidense
Huda Essa creció en Estados Unidos.  Pero no se sentía 

una estadounidense como los demás.  Essa veía a los 
estadounidenses en los libros y en la televisión.  No se parecían 
a su familia.  Tampoco rezaban como ellos.  Ni comían la 
misma comida.  Y solamente hablaban inglés.

A Essa no le gustaba sentirse diferente.  Quería encajar.  
Entonces, decidió cambiar.  Dejó de hablar su otro idioma.  Se 
cambió el peinado.  Hasta intentó cambiarse el nombre.

Essa fue creciendo.  Pero la sensación seguía siendo la misma.  
Entonces, visitó la tierra de sus padres, Palestina.  Su otro idioma 
era común ahí.  Las costumbres de su familia eran comunes ahí.  
Essa aprendió mucho y se sintió orgullosa de ser quien era.

Essa es una estadounidense como cualquier otro.  Los 
estadounidenses no son de un único color de piel.  No hablan 
un solo idioma.  Vienen de todas partes del mundo.

Essa se recibió de maestra.  Una vez, les pidió a sus 
estudiantes que compartieran la historia de sus nombres.  Los 
estudiantes se sintieron orgullosos y aprendieron mucho.  Eso 
inspiró a Essa.  ¡Escribió un libro sobre los nombres!

Essa quiere que las personas se sientan bienvenidas e 
incluidas.  Escribe libros y habla sobre eso en todo el mundo.  
Les enseña a quererse a sí mismos y a los demás.

—Huda Essa
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Huda Essa
(JU-da I-sa)

Escribe el libro para niños 
Common Threads: Adam’s 
Day at the Market (Hilos que 
nos unen: Adam pasa un día 
en el mercado).

Fechas clave

Características clave

Essa quiere que las personas 
respeten sus propios nombres 
y también el nombre de los 
demás.  Para mostrar amor por 
tu nombre, escríbelo en letras 
grandes y redondas.  Colorea las 
letras y agrégales dibujos que 
cuenten cosas sobre ti.

  Palabras clave

costumbres: acciones que son 
comunes entre las personas de 
un grupo o de un lugar

incluidas: parte de un grupo

inspiró: motivó o impulsó

Huda Essa nace en Míchigan.

Visita Palestina y aprende 
más sobre sí misma.

Se recibe de maestra.

Essa escribe el libro para 
niños Teach Us Your Name 
(Enséñanos tu nombre).

Pronuncia un discurso 
sobre los nombres y sentirse 
incluido.

2003

2004

2014

2018

2019

1980
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  Writing
 1. Play an online video of Essa reading her book, Teach Us Your Name, for 

students. (This video can be found on Essa’s website: culturelinksllc.com/
books/.)

 2. After watching the video, re-create this graphic organizer for students. 
Model how to plan a book review.

 3. Have students create their own graphic organizers and record their 
opinions of the book, supported by reasons from the video. Then, allow 
time for students to write final book review paragraphs.

  Content Knowledge
 1. Have students watch the video of Essa reading her book again. Stop every few minutes to have 

student partners retell what is happening in the story.

 2. Distribute Character Response to students. Write the character’s name on the board or chart 
paper for students to copy. Practice saying the name together using the syllable breakdown 
from the book.

• Name: Kareemalayaseenadeen—Kareema-lay-yes-seena-deen

 3. Support students as they complete the activity. Guide them to see that the first event is her 
name pronounced at school and the second event is her trip to visit family.

 4. Discuss with students the lesson the main character learns in the story.

  Social-Emotional Learning
 1. Essa wants everyone to use responsible decision-making and respect themselves and others. 

Discuss with students what it means to be respectful. Ask them to share examples of respectful 
and disrespectful behavior.

 2. Distribute Respectful Ideas, and discuss the directions. Ask students to complete the activity 
independently. Then, have them discuss their responses with partners or in small groups.

Lexile® Level: 460L

Huda Essa

La estadounidense
Huda Essa creció en Estados Unidos.  Pero no se sentía una estadounidense como los demás.  Essa veía a los estadounidenses en los libros y en la televisión.  No se parecían a su familia.  Tampoco rezaban como ellos.  Ni comían la misma comida.  Y solamente hablaban inglés.A Essa no le gustaba sentirse diferente.  Quería encajar.  Entonces, decidió cambiar.  Dejó de hablar su otro idioma.  Se cambió el peinado.  Hasta intentó cambiarse el nombre.Essa fue creciendo.  Pero la sensación seguía siendo la misma.  Entonces, visitó la tierra de sus padres, Palestina.  Su otro idioma era común ahí.  Las costumbres de su familia eran comunes ahí.  Essa aprendió mucho y se sintió orgullosa de ser quien era.Essa es una estadounidense como cualquier otro.  Los estadounidenses no son de un único color de piel.  No hablan un solo idioma.  Vienen de todas partes del mundo.Essa se recibió de maestra.  Una vez, les pidió a sus estudiantes que compartieran la historia de sus nombres.  Los estudiantes se sintieron orgullosos y aprendieron mucho.  Eso inspiró a Essa.  ¡Escribió un libro sobre los nombres!Essa quiere que las personas se sientan bienvenidas e incluidas.  Escribe libros y habla sobre eso en todo el mundo.  Les enseña a quererse a sí mismos y a los demás.

—Huda Essa
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Nombre: _______________________________________  Fecha: _____________________
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Reseña de un libroTítulo del libro:  ______________________________________Autor:  _____________________________________________Ilustrador: __________________________________________

OpiniónEscribe si te gustó o no te gustó el libro.

RazónEscribe por qué te gustó o no te gustó el libro.

EjemploDa un ejemplo que muestre tu razón.

OpiniónVuelve a escribir tu opinión de una manera nueva.

  Speaking & Listening
 1. Ask students a few text-based questions about the card. Encourage 

students to find evidence in the text to support each response.

• Why did Essa feel different as a child growing up in America?

• What did Essa do in 2019?

• Why did Essa write a book about names?

 2. Ask students to share and discuss their opinions about this 
question in small groups: For what reasons are names important?

  Reading Comprehension
 1. Before reading the text, discuss with students the idea of a turning point (a point of change, usually 

positive). Ask students to look for a turning point in Essa’s life as you read the text together.

 2. After reading, have students identify the turning point (her trip to Palestine) and discuss how she 
changed.

 3. Create a two-column chart on the board or chart paper with the labels Before and After. Distribute two 
sticky notes to each student.

• Have each student write one thing about Essa before her trip and one thing about how she changed.

• Invite students to place their sticky notes on the chart.

 4. Discuss students’ ideas together. Help them group similar ideas together in the chart.

  Words
 1. Read the “Words to Know” and their definitions with students.

 2. Write sentence frames on the board or chart paper for the words. Have students identify which words 
complete the sentences correctly (e.g., Celebrating the Fourth of July is one of many _____ in the 
United States. customs; They _____ him in the game by asking him to play. included; Her speech _____ 
others to follow their dreams. inspired).

  Diversity
Huda Essa is a speaker and author who educates others on the 
importance of diversity, equity, and inclusion. As an Arab and 
Muslim student in her hometown in Michigan, Essa struggled 
to embrace all her identities. She now empowers others to be 
proud of who they are and respect the unique qualities of others.

Action
 1. Have students research the history of their first, middle, and/or last 

names. Ask each student to design a page that tells all about their name. 
Have them include some or all the following: a syllable breakdown, culture 
of origin, meaning(s), and similar versions in other cultures or languages.

 2. Create a class book of students’ names. Plan a time to read the book 
together, and allow each student to discuss the page they created.

Huda Essa

La estadounidense
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  Writing
 1. Play an online video of Essa reading her book, Teach Us Your Name, for 

students. (This video can be found on Essa’s website: culturelinksllc.com/
books/.)

 2. After watching the video, re-create this graphic organizer for students. 
Model how to plan a book review.

 3. Have students create their own graphic organizers and record their 
opinions of the book, supported by reasons from the video. Then, allow 
time for students to write final book review paragraphs.

  Content Knowledge
 1. Have students watch the video of Essa reading her book again. Stop every few minutes to have 

student partners retell what is happening in the story.

 2. Distribute Character Response to students. Write the character’s name on the board or chart 
paper for students to copy. Practice saying the name together using the syllable breakdown 
from the book.

• Name: Kareemalayaseenadeen—Kareema-lay-yes-seena-deen

 3. Support students as they complete the activity. Guide them to see that the first event is her 
name pronounced at school and the second event is her trip to visit family.

 4. Discuss with students the lesson the main character learns in the story.

  Social-Emotional Learning
 1. Essa wants everyone to use responsible decision-making and respect themselves and others. 

Discuss with students what it means to be respectful. Ask them to share examples of respectful 
and disrespectful behavior.

 2. Distribute Respectful Ideas, and discuss the directions. Ask students to complete the activity 
independently. Then, have them discuss their responses with partners or in small groups.

Lexile® Level: 460L

Huda Essa

La estadounidense
Huda Essa creció en Estados Unidos.  Pero no se sentía una estadounidense como los demás.  Essa veía a los estadounidenses en los libros y en la televisión.  No se parecían a su familia.  Tampoco rezaban como ellos.  Ni comían la misma comida.  Y solamente hablaban inglés.A Essa no le gustaba sentirse diferente.  Quería encajar.  Entonces, decidió cambiar.  Dejó de hablar su otro idioma.  Se cambió el peinado.  Hasta intentó cambiarse el nombre.Essa fue creciendo.  Pero la sensación seguía siendo la misma.  Entonces, visitó la tierra de sus padres, Palestina.  Su otro idioma era común ahí.  Las costumbres de su familia eran comunes ahí.  Essa aprendió mucho y se sintió orgullosa de ser quien era.Essa es una estadounidense como cualquier otro.  Los estadounidenses no son de un único color de piel.  No hablan un solo idioma.  Vienen de todas partes del mundo.Essa se recibió de maestra.  Una vez, les pidió a sus estudiantes que compartieran la historia de sus nombres.  Los estudiantes se sintieron orgullosos y aprendieron mucho.  Eso inspiró a Essa.  ¡Escribió un libro sobre los nombres!Essa quiere que las personas se sientan bienvenidas e incluidas.  Escribe libros y habla sobre eso en todo el mundo.  Les enseña a quererse a sí mismos y a los demás.

—Huda Essa
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Nombre: _______________________________________  Fecha: _____________________
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Reseña de un libroTítulo del libro:  ______________________________________Autor:  _____________________________________________Ilustrador: __________________________________________

OpiniónEscribe si te gustó o no te gustó el libro.

RazónEscribe por qué te gustó o no te gustó el libro.

EjemploDa un ejemplo que muestre tu razón.

OpiniónVuelve a escribir tu opinión de una manera nueva.

  Speaking & Listening
 1. Ask students a few text-based questions about the card. Encourage 

students to find evidence in the text to support each response.

• Why did Essa feel different as a child growing up in America?

• What did Essa do in 2019?

• Why did Essa write a book about names?

 2. Ask students to share and discuss their opinions about this 
question in small groups: For what reasons are names important?

  Reading Comprehension
 1. Before reading the text, discuss with students the idea of a turning point (a point of change, usually 

positive). Ask students to look for a turning point in Essa’s life as you read the text together.

 2. After reading, have students identify the turning point (her trip to Palestine) and discuss how she 
changed.

 3. Create a two-column chart on the board or chart paper with the labels Before and After. Distribute two 
sticky notes to each student.

• Have each student write one thing about Essa before her trip and one thing about how she changed.

• Invite students to place their sticky notes on the chart.

 4. Discuss students’ ideas together. Help them group similar ideas together in the chart.

  Words
 1. Read the “Words to Know” and their definitions with students.

 2. Write sentence frames on the board or chart paper for the words. Have students identify which words 
complete the sentences correctly (e.g., Celebrating the Fourth of July is one of many _____ in the 
United States. customs; They _____ him in the game by asking him to play. included; Her speech _____ 
others to follow their dreams. inspired).

  Diversity
Huda Essa is a speaker and author who educates others on the 
importance of diversity, equity, and inclusion. As an Arab and 
Muslim student in her hometown in Michigan, Essa struggled 
to embrace all her identities. She now empowers others to be 
proud of who they are and respect the unique qualities of others.

Action
 1. Have students research the history of their first, middle, and/or last 

names. Ask each student to design a page that tells all about their name. 
Have them include some or all the following: a syllable breakdown, culture 
of origin, meaning(s), and similar versions in other cultures or languages.

 2. Create a class book of students’ names. Plan a time to read the book 
together, and allow each student to discuss the page they created.

Huda Essa

La estadounidense

G2_UTS_LessonPlans.indd   15G2_UTS_LessonPlans.indd   15 2/23/22   5:50 PM2/23/22   5:50 PM



Nombre: _______________________________________  Fecha: _________________________Nombre: _______________________________________  Fecha: _________________________

Un
to

ld
 S

to
ri

es

Respuesta del personaje
Instrucciones: Escribe o dibuja dos sucesos o desafíos importantes del cuento.  Escribe 
o dibuja las respuestas del personaje principal.  Luego, responde la pregunta.

Título del libro: _________________________________

Nombre del personaje principal: _______________________
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Ideas respetuosas
Instrucciones: Lee cada acción no respetuosa.  Escribe una acción respetuosa que 
podría hacerse en su lugar.

Acción no respetuosa Acción respetuosa

empujar para llegar adelante

culpar a los demás por tu error

hablar cuando alguien está hablando

quitarle la pelota a alguien

reírse de los errores de alguien

¿Qué lección aprende el personaje principal?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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Untold Stories—Organizadores gráficos ©  | Teacher Created Materials

Reseña de un libro
Título del libro:  ______________________________________

Autor:  _____________________________________________

Ilustrador: __________________________________________

Opinión
Escribe si te gustó o no te gustó el libro.

Razón
Escribe por qué te gustó o no te gustó el libro.

Ejemplo
Da un ejemplo que muestre tu razón.

Opinión
Vuelve a escribir tu opinión de una manera nueva.
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